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g Ur. sournouuan w speak jan. 28 at CSUF
On ‘Iran’s Mission of Apology to Russia'

FRESNO - Dr. George Bourn-

. outian, senior professor of Middle

Eastern and East European his-
tory at Jona College of New York
will present a lecture on “Iran’s

Mission of Apology to Russia”

at 7:30 PM on January 28, at the
Fresno State campus’ University
Business Center, Alice Peters Au-
ditorium, Rm. 191

The lecture is co-sponsored by -

the Armenian Studies Program

of Fresno State and the AGBU of .

Fresno.

Following the murder of Rus- -

sian Ambassador Griboedov and

" the massacre of the entire Russian

Legation, save onc, by an angry
mob, in 1829, in Tehran, the gov-
ernment of Iran dispatched a mis-
sion with an official apology from

" the Shah to Tsar Nicholas I.

The mission, headed by Khos-
row Mirza, the 16-year-old sev-
enth son of Crown Prince Abbas
Mirza, left Iran in early May,

' 1829 and returned on February

27, 1830, after successfully ac-
complishing its task.

Dr. Bournoutian will discuss the
ten-month activities of the mis-
sion, and its travels from Tabriz
to Yerevan, Tiflis, Moscow, and
St. Petersburg. One member of
the Iranian mission kept a diary

of the trip, and Bournoutian has

made the first English translation,

with annotations, of the diary. His

book, From Tabriz to St. Peters-
burg: Iran’s Mission of Apology
to Russia in 1829, was published
in 2014.

Dr. Bournoutian will discuss the
importance of these archival ma-
terials and also discuss how this
period in history ultimately leads

‘to the formation of the first Arme-
nian Republic in 1918.

Dr. Bournoutian received the |

first Ph.D. in Armenian History
from UCLA in 1976. He has been
:called the foremost authority -on
Eastern Armenia from the 16th to
the 19th centuries and is the au-
thor of 30 books and numerous
articles. )

His book, “The Concise History
of the Armenian People,” cur-
rently in its. 6th edition, has sold
over 20,000 copies and has been
translated into Spanish, Arabic,

Turkish, Russian, and Armenian.
A Japanese version is due soon
and a Persian translation is due in -
late 2016.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Parking will be avail-
able in Lots 5 and P6 with parking
code 273601. For more informa-
tion on the lecture please contact
the Armenian Studies Program at
278-2669 or go to its website at
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.
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Author Chris Bohjalian to Present His .
- The Guest Room at Fresno State, Jan. 8

Best-selling ~ author

Chris Bohjalian will speak
- -about his- new book The Gurest
Roomat 7:00PM on Friday,
- January 8, 2016, in the Leon S.
and Pete P. Peters Educational
‘Center Auditorium (west end
of the Save Mart Center) on

“the Fresno State campus.

7 The lecture is  co-
sponsored by the Armenian
Studies Program of Fresno
State and the Hamazkayin Ar-
menian Educational and Cul-
tural:Society.

Chris: Bohjalian’s The
Guest Room is a spellbinding
tale of a party gone horribly
wrong: two men lie dead in a
suburban  living room, two
womien are on the run from

,police, and .a marriage is rip- .

-ping apart at the scams. Bohja-

~ lian brilliantly — and chxllmglv
= shows how life can change in
an instant.

“The Guest Room pulses
quick as a page-turner, but jts
concerns run. deep into: -the
moral consequences. following
an eruption of violence in or-
dinary: lives; ” says Charles
Frazier, National Book Award
‘winning author” of Cold Moun-
tain.

_ Chris Bohjahan is the ati-
thot  of 15 novels.

Chris Bohjalian

His Sandcastle Girls (2012)"is
about the Armenian  Geno-
cide and its century-long deni-
dl by Turkey. -

Bohjalian ~ has authored
ten New York Times bestsellers
and his work has been trans-
lated into roughly 30 languag-
es and three times have be-
come movies.

For more mformatlon on
the: lecture please contact the
Armenian S*tudxcs ngram at
278-2669 :
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Author Chris Boh)ahan to Present New Book

at Fresno State -

FRESNO - Best-selling author Chris
Bohjalian will speak about his new book, The
Guest Room, at 7-p.m. on Friday, January 8,
2016, in the Leon S. and Pete P. Peters

Educational Center Auditorium (west end of .

the Save Mart Center) on the Fresno State cam-
pus.
- The lecture is co-sponsored by the Armenian
Studies Program of Fresno State and the
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and
Cultural Society.

Bohjalian’s The Guest Room is a spellbinding

tale of a party gone horribly wrong: two men lie
dead in a suburban living room, two women are
on the run from police and a marriage is rip-
ping apart at the seams. Bohjalian brilliantly —
and chillingly -~ shows how life can change in

‘an instant,

“The Guest Room pulses quick as a page-
turner, but its concerns run deep into the moral

_ consequences following an eruption of violence
"in ordinary lives,” says Charles Frazier, National

Book Award-winning author of Cold Mountain.
Bohjalian is the author of 15 novels, includ-

ing the bestsellers Midwives and
The Sandcastle Girls. Sandcastle
Girls (2012). is about the
Armenian Genocide and its centu-
rylong denial by Turkey. The
novel includes two stories in one:
the story of Elizabeth Endicott
and Armen Petrosian, lovers who
meet in Syria during the
Genocide; and the story of Laura
Petrosian, their granddaughter,
who after a century tries  to
understand why they were -so
silent about their youth, while her
suburban existence is quite differ-

“ent from the violent setting in

which her grandparents fell in
love.

Bohjalian has authored 10 New
York Times bestsellers and his.
work has been translated into

_roughly 30 languages and three.

times have become movies.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Parking- will ‘be . avail-
able in lots adjacent. to the Save
Mart Center. Enter at Shaw and
Woodrow Aventies; == T

For morg 1nformat10n on.the
lecture - please. contact ‘the
Armeman -Studies : Program - at
278-2669 or v151t its website at fres!
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Author Chris Bohj alian to Present

FRESNO - Best-selling author
Chris Bohjalian will speak about
his néw book The Guest Room at
7 p.m. on January 8, 2016, in the
Leon S. and Pete P. Peters Edu-
cational Center Auditorium (west
end of the Save Mart Center) on
the Fresno State campus.

The lecture is co-sponsored by
the Armenian Studies Program of
Fresno State and the Hamazkayin
Armenian Educational and Cul-
tural Society.

Chris Bohjalian’s The Guest
Room is a spellbinding tale of a
party gone horribly wrong: two
men lie dead in a suburban liv-
ing room, two women are on the
run from police, and a marriage
is ripping apart at the seams. Bo-
hjalian brilliantly — and chillingly
— shows how life can change in
an instant.

“The Guest Room pulses quick
as a page-turner, but its concerns
run deep into the moral conse-
quences following an eruption of
violence in ordinary lives,” says
Charles Frazier, National Book
Award winning author of Cold
Mountain. '

Bohjalian is the author of 15
novels, including the bestsellers
Midwives and The Sandcastle
Girls. His Sandcastle Girls (2012)
is about the Armenian Genocide
and its century-long denial by
Turkey. The novel includes two
stories in one: the story of Eliza-
beth Endicott and Armen Petro-
sian, lovers who meet in Syria

‘New Book at CSUF on January 16

BOHJALIA]

during the genocide; an story
of Laura Petrosian, their grand-
daughter, who after a century
tries to understand why they were
so silent about their youth, while
her suburban existence is quite
different from the violent setting
in which her grandparents fell in
love.

Bohjalian has authored ten
New York Times bestsellers and
his work has been translated into
roughly 30 languages and three
times have become movies.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Parking will be avail-
able in lots adjacent to the Save
Mart Center. Enter at Shaw and
Woodrow Avenues.

For more information on the
lecture please contact the Arme-
nian Studies Program at 278-2669
or visit its website at fresnostate.
edu/armenianstudies.
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Alumnus with a ‘big heart’ remembered

By Julissa Zavala
@TheCollegian

Fresno State alumnus Dr. Harry Moor-
ligian, Jr., whose legacy of support and
zenerosity was fondly remembered, passed
away on Nov. 11 at the age of 76.

“This is the ideal type of person that
sives back to the university after benefiting
rom the education,” said Dr. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, coordinator of the Arme-
aian studies program. “I'm sad to see him
30, because he was very much present on
sampus.”

Moordigian was the only child of his
Armenian immigrant parents and grew up
»n a grape ranch near Sanger. Moordigian
sraduated from Fresno State and became a
lentist.

Mugrdechian said that he got to know
Moordigian through his involvement with
rarious Armenian Studies program events
ind through his direct contributions to the

program.

Due to his Armenian background, Moor-
digian liked learning about the history and
culture through the Armenian studies pro-
gram’s events, Mugrdechian said.

Mugrdechian said that Moordigian was
also an avid reader and supporter of the
Armenian studies newspaper, Hye Shar-
zhoom, and kept up with program events
and attended lectures over the years.

He said that Moordigian was very in-
vested in Fresno State, and not just in the
monetary sense, but because he felt that
he wanted to give back as a graduate of the
university. )

Moordigian’s parents were survivors
of the Armenian Genocide. Moordigian’s
mother escaped to America, but she died of
cancer when he was 2 years old.

Moordigian’s mother had written a let-
ter that spoke of the traumatizing events
that she had experienced during the geno-
cide. Moordigian then decided to donate to
help people going through counseling.

Dr. Christopher Lucey, director of the
Fresno Family Counseling Center, had
known Moordigian for several years.

Lucey said that before Moordigian’s sup-
port, the counseling center was struggling
financially. Lucey also said that Moordigian
helped the center get more attention from
the university, bringing the total of sessions
from 500 to almost 10,000 per year.

“The students loved this guy,” Lucey
said. “They called him our guardian angel,
because he came through for us in a time
when we really needed a lot of help.”

Lucey said that Moordigian had a big
heart and cared for people struggling in the
community, and that he supported the cen-
ter and believed in its mission.

“His generosity, vision and kindheart-
edness allowed us to not only survive, but
thrive,” Lucey said. “His gift to us allows us
to give back to the community.”

Alcidia Freitas Gomes, executive direc-
tor of the Ag One Foundation and senior
development director at the Jordan College

of Agricultural Sciences and Technology,
said that because Moordigian grew up on a
grape ranch, he understood and appreciat-
ed the importance of agriculture.

Gomes said that Moordigian wanted to
honor his parents, so he made an endow-
ment fund in their names to the students of
viticulture and enology.

“He so much enjoyed supporting stu-
dents that were pursuing degrees in viti-
culture and enology,” Gomes said. “He was
someone that I was very fortunate to have
known.”

Gomes said that Moordigian’s final gift
to Fresno State is a microbiology laboratory
in his name in the Jordan Agricultural Re-
search Center that will open in spring 2016.

“He loved Fresno State,” Gomes said.
“It was important that he be able to give
back to his alma mater because it helped to
change his life and so he wanted to make
sure that he could do the same for others.”
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Exhibition Practices in the Armenian Diaspora;” to Fresno State tonight.

From Syria to America

Neery Melkonian will speak at Fresno Sta
Armenian Studies Program Fall 2015 Lec

By Mdr'y Kate Paquette
SPECIAL TO NORTHEAST NEIGHBORS

i Neery Melkonian
. didn’t find what she
& W was looking for in
graduate school, she didn’t stay
frustrated for long.
.- Instead she became an indepénd-
ent scholar carving out a niche for

- herself in contemporary Armenian

art history. )

Melkpnian will bring her message,
“What Comes After Undoing Denial:
Reflections on Contemporary Art
and Exhjbition Practices in the Ar-

menian Diaspora,” to Fresno State as

part of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram Fall 2015 Lecture Series.

She will speak tonight at Peters
Auditorium in the University Busi-
ness Center.

j¥ hen Armenian scholar.

Melkonian describes herself as an

art historian by education, but a

critic and curator by profession.
Melkonian was born in Aleppo,
Syria. At age 9, she moved with her -
famiily to Beirut, Lebanon. When she.
was age 16, Melkonian and her fam-
ily moved to;California, first to San

" Diego and thenLos Angeles.

Melkonian graduated from:San
Diego State with her undergraduate
degree in art history. '

She went to UCLA to work on a
graduate degree, but decided to
change direction.” o

“I wanted to do Armenian art but -

in those days the only field you could

study was medieval or early Chris-

tian art,” Melkonian said. “So I stud-
ied for two years. I finished the
course work, but I_was_(/ery bored
with it because the way they taught it

2U38
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Neery Melkonian

“What Comes After Undoing Denial: Reflections on Contemporary Art and

te as part of the
ture Series -

in those days was void of context and
critical analysis, so I didn’t see myself
in it existentially.”

Melkonian found she wasn'’t relat-
ing to her heritage..

“It meant nothing,” Melkonian,
said. “All those beautiful, ancient
artifacts and monuments, I couldn’t -
link to them because of the way it
was taught!”

" Melkonian switched her area of
study to modern and contemporary
art because the field was more flex-
ible and she could be more experi-
mental with her studies.

_ Still, she couldn’t find a professor
who could guide her interests in the
direction she wanted. _ :

“Somewhat frustrated, I walked,
away after completing modern and

SEE MELKONIAN, PAGE 4
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contemporary co_hrse work but I launched
a career in the practical field” Melkonian
said. “First as an art critic in contempo-
rary art and then as a director of visual
arts programing at the CCA (Center for
Contemporary Arts) in Santa Fe!

still unsatisfied, Melkonian decided to
become an independent scholar. _

“I decided to freelance because I'm not
about to pursue my interest within an

institutional specialty,’ Melkonian said. “It

became very evident to me so I slowly
started to carve a niche for myself as an
independent freelancer.”

Melkonian's Fresno State presentation
stems from her own experiences.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, coordinator

. of the Fresno State’s Armenian Studies
_ program, said Melkonian'’s presentation is
 relevant to what is happening in the Ar-

menian culture. _
“I think her topic was tlmely in the

sense that we hadn’t had one particularly - -
dealing with the type of talk she’s going to

talk about,” Der Mugrdechian said. “She’s
going to talk about the various different
art exhibits in the world, how they are
changing and how Armenian art is pre-
sented in both msututlonal and pubhc
settings.”

With the 100th-year anmversary of the »
Armenian Genocide this year, interest has

increased in Armenian, culture, Fresno
State Armenian Studies professors said.

Dr. Sergio La Porta said the lecture »
series allows scholars to come to Fresno
State and speak directly to the communi-
ty. ' ’

“Our lecture series prov1des a way for
scholars to communicate with the Arme-
nian commumty of Fresno and pr0v1des
the opportunity for the community to.
learn about new research bemg conduct-
ed in Armenian studies;’ La Porta said. -

The lecture series tries to keep an aca-
demic focus when choosing presenters.

“In addition to ourselves, we have ,
scholars from around the country who are
passing through, or people who have just‘
published books on Armenian studies,’
Porta said. “Every now and then ifthe
person’s book is not necessanly acadennc, .
but it’s popular and it touches in Arme-
nian studies We’ll have them lecture, We
try to limit it to really educational activ-
ities and scholars in that way.”

Eight lectures have been delivered so-
far this year by different Armenian schol-
ars. 3 % :

. “I think it's important that you get a
variety of people speaking on different
topics so that it's not just the same peo-

l-ple Der Mugrdechlan said. “Not just the

faculty only speaking on campus but to

"~ get faculty from other places or scholars
~ from other places so it gives everyone an

exposure to the wxder field of Armenian

“studies.” -

Melkonian wﬂl start speaking at 7: 30
pm. A reception with hors d'oeuvres will
start at 6:30 p.m. - - '

- Parking is free in lots P5 and P6 near
the University Business Center.

- Details: (559) 278-2669, www.fresnos-
tate.edu/artshum/

armenianstudies.



ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM
California State University, Fresno ¢ 5245 N Backer Ave PB4 ¢ Fresno, CA 93740-8001

ARCHIVE

SOURCE:The Fresno Bee Z, Fresno, CA
T: Fresno Film Fi al

Steve Jobs is the subject of the documentary “Steve
Jobs: The Manii ln the Machine”

*Magnolia Pictures

Fresno Film Festlval
spotlights Steve Job_s

BY RICK BENTLEY
rbentley@fresnobee.com

The 2015 Fresno Filim
Festlval opens. at 7 p.m.
'Fnday, Nov. 13, with a
screening of “Mustang
The film, France’s entry in
the 2016 Academy ]
Awards for best foreign
language filim, is the story
of five Turkish girls who
search for freedom in an
ever-constraining house-
hold.

“Mustang” kicks off the
11th season of the local
festival presented by Fres-
no Filmworks. Along with

the festival opener, there

will be seven programs of
short and feature-lehgth

movies from 21 countties,
plus appearances by film- "

‘makers.

. “We are particularly
-proud of the diversity, the
timeliness and the urgen-

cy of this yeat’s film selec-

tions,” says Jefferson
Beavers, president of
Fresno Filmworks. -
Students from the Cine-

‘Culture class and all Ar-
menian Studies Program
classes at Fresno State -
have been invited to at-

. tend the festival atno

} charge as part of the local

film group’s outreach
program .
Here’s the rest of the

~ festival lineup:

iViva NYICFF! Short
Films, 10 a.m. Saturday,
Nov. 14: This is a program

. of family-friendly short

films from Latin America

~and Spain.s selected from

the best stories:of the past
five years at the New York
International Children’s
Film Festival.

: “Medltefranea, 12:15

p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14:
Dlrector Jonas Carpiga-

“no’s film looks at two
" friends who make a dan-

gerous journey-from Afri-
ca to Italy in search of a _
better life. .

“The Cut,” 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 14: The fea-
ture from director Fatih
AKin is the story of a fath-
er who goes on a quest to
find his daughters after
surviving the Armenian
genocide. Armenian
American screenwriter
Mardik Martin, who co-

~wrote multiple screen-
‘plays with Martin Scor-

sese, will be on hand for a
question-and-answer
session.

“The Wanted 18,” 7:30
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14:-
Palestine’s entry for best

2015 Fresno Film
- Festival

e Friday, Nov. 13 - Sunday,
Nov. 15

- @ Tower Theatre, 815 E

Olive Ave.

-® Tickets: Festlvél passes

$50. $10 general
admission. $8 for
students and seniors.

‘@ FresnoFilmworks.org

208
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tor Paul Cowan, an Oscar-
nominated Canadian
filmmaket.

The Sundance Film Fes-
tival Short Film Tour,
1:30-p.m. Sunday, Nov.
'15: The program includes
six short-form offerings

. from this year’s Sundance
festival. _

“The Russian Wood-

- pecker,” 4 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 14 Director Chad
Gracia offers this look at a
Ukrainian artist who be-

foreign language film at
the 2016 Academy

- Awards looks at 18 cows
declared a “threat to the .

- security of the state of

Israel.” The screening will

comes obsessed with a
possible connection be-
tween the Chernobyl
nuclear disaster and a

_ Soviet broadcasting anten-
na.

feature a Q&A with direc-
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‘SAS Publishes Journal of the Society for

Armenian Studies, ‘volume 23

FRESNO = The Society - for. Armenian
Studies announces the publication of Volume
23 of the Journal of the Society for Armenian
Studies: (JSAS), an international . peer-

reviewed Journal, edited by Dr. Sergio La Porta. .

The JSAS includes four articles on Classical
and Modern Armenian Studies; five communi-
cations; a review essay and three.book reviews.

Volume 23 opens with an article by Zaroui
Pogossian on a colophon :
by the 13th-century

Arewelc’i, which provides
testimony for an early
Armenian impression of
the Mongols and their
rule. Bjgrn Bandlien ana-
lyzes -a much-ignored
embassy to Norway sent
from the Armenian king-
dom of Cilicia in 1314.
An account of the
embassy is preserved in
three Icelandic annals.
The section on
Modern Armenian
Studies begins with a
contribution by Houri
Berberian - that
explores the status” of
Julfan women in mid-
18th-century . Safavid ¢ -
Iran by examining the
Astrakhan Lawcode compiled in the 1760s and
some two-dozen letters, petitions and wills
housed in archives in Europe and Iran. .
The final article is. a study by Hazel
Antaramian Hofman: of the composition and

treatment of figures in fifteen Near East Relief

posters. Contextualizing the posters within the
efforts of the Near East Relief to provide aid to
the “starving Armenians,” she looks at how the

-artists created.images, that compelled the view-

er to actlon and resonated-with a contemporary
American audience.

The communications contained in this vol-
ume bring to light new information on a broad
array of topics. Rober Hewsen re-examines the
Romano-Persian Treaty of Nisibis of 299; while

Michael Stone, Doron Ben Ami and Yana
Tchekhanovets reveal a new Armenian inscrip-
tion from the City of David in Jerusalem.
Jasmine Dum Tragut discusses her latest
research on Armenian manuscripts containing
information on horse medicine; and ‘Michael
Stone presents the text and an English transla-
tion of a poem by Yovhann s Erznkac Pluz. In
his communication, Umit Kurt reflects upon
the politics of denial in
the Republic of Turkey.
Finally, this volume
includes a review essay
by Christina Maranci on
a tecently published
book in Armenian by
Vardan Azatyan on how
medieval Armenian art
history was presénted in
German studies of the
nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.

The past year has been
a busy one for the
Society of Armenian
Studies. SAS celebrated
its 40th anniversary ih
2014 and held an inter-
national Workshop in
Armenian Studies in
Yerevan in October 3-5,
2014, in cooperation
with  the Armenian
Communities Department- of the Calouste
Gubenkian Foundation. The Society also con-
vened a conference in Washington, D.C,, called
“Armenians in the Ottoman Empire in the 19th-
20th Centuries, ” November 2122, 2014.

SAS will hold its 41st Annual Meeting and a

conference “Impact of the Armenian Genocide” .

on November 21, in Denver, Colorado. -
Copies of JSAS may be ordered by contacting

" the SAS Secretariat at barlowd@csufresno edu.

The Secretariat of the Soc1ety for Armenian
Studies is located at the Armenian Studies
Program, California “State University, Fresno.
The SAS President is Barlow Der Mugrdechian
and the SAS website can be found at society-
forarmenianstudies.com.
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Armenian Genocide Movie ‘The Cut’
to Screen at Fresno Fllm Festival

By Yvette Mancllla
(Hye Sharzhoom)

A historical epic seven years in
the making about the Armenjan Geno-
cide will make its Central Valley debut
at the 2015 Fresno Film Festival.

“The Cut” will screen at 3 p.m.

on Saturday, Nov. 14 at the historic
Tower Theatre, as part of the Nov. 13-
15 Festival, which celebrates indepen-

dent voices in-cinema.

Begmmng in Armenia in 1915,

“The Cut” follows one man’s journey g

through the Ottoman Empire after sur-
viving the Genocide. Nazaret (Tahar
Rahim), a young blacksmith from
Mardin, Turkey, is ripped from his

family and is forced to work as a slave

laborer. Years later, he begins a conti-
nent-crossing quest to reunite with his
twin daughters.

Turkish- Germanﬁlmmakchatlh
Akin directed and co-wrote the film

with Armenian-American screenwriter

. Mardik Martin. Martin—best known
_ for writing the Martin Scorsese films
- “Raging Bull,” “New York, New York”

and “Mean Streets”—will make a spe-

. cial appearance to discuss the film,
presented by Fresno Filmworks and
co-sponsored by the Armenian Stud-
ies Program at Fresno State. _
With few films touching on the
genocide, letalone deplctmg it, Martin
. said in a news release: “A- story about
survivors of the Armenian Genocide is
a sensitive subject to tackle: I never

. imagined anyone would have the cour- -

age to do it. Fatih has-that-courage. .

I -can only hope that the: audxence is

~.able to delve into. the feel of the era
and its turbulence and upheaval For

me as an- Armenian, t}us is an incred- -

ible adventure movie.’

‘With a large Armeman .commau-

'nity in the Central Valley, Fresno

_ Filmworks " president Jefferson Bea-. -
vers reiterated the- 1mpoxtance of the

screening.
“In this 100th anmversary year

‘of the Genocide, I cannot think of a ’

more culturally relevant or historically

\ﬁ‘“ fresno film festival

Armenian Studies Program = Fresno State
Jewel FM 99,3 » The Fresno Bee « Stella Artols
Univision » 90.7 KFSR Radio's ValleyPBS » Radio Bilingue .

TOWER THEATRE 815€E, Olive Ave. (559) 485-9050 |

important film we could possib'ly
show,” ‘Beavers said. “It’s an honor
and our duty, not just to our Armeman

brothers and sisters, but to our entire”

commumty, to show this movie in

Fresno.”
~“It is wonderful that such an
important’ film' is being screened in
Fresno. The Armenian Studies Pro-
gram is please to be a co- sponsor. The
film i especially timely and I think it
will be well received in-the commu-
nity,” said Armenian Studies Program
Coordinator Barlow Der Mugrdechian.
- . Dr. Sergio La Porta, Berberian

Professor of Armenian Studies at
Frestio State, said it can also be seenas
~ areflection of positive change within
the Turkish commumty of artists-‘and -

intellectuals.
“*The idea. that you have Arme-

‘nian-and Turkish people working. to-
gether on this film~] think is a'won-
~derful'way in which art can bnng two

commumtxcs that have ‘this hxstonc

.. injustice :standing. between them: ‘to
‘bring them closer together to a point of

mutual understandmg,” La Porta said,
“It’s espec1ally greatto havea Turkish
director to be involved in this.”

Visit FresnoFilmworks. org for

details on the showing of the film and
~ to'buy tickets.
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Armenian Genocide Movie ‘The Cut’
Comes to 2015 Fresno Film Festival

By Yvette Mancilla

FRESNO - A historical epic
seven years in the making about
the Armenian Genocide will
make its Central Valley debut at
the 2015 Fresno Film Festival.

“The Cut” will screen at 3 p.m.
on Nov. 14 at the historic Tower
Theatre, as part of the Nov. 13-15
Festival, which celebrates inde-
pendent voices in cinema.

Beginning in Armenia in 1915,
“The Cut” follows one man’s
journey through the Ottoman Em-
pire after surviving the Genocide.
Nazaret (Tahar Rahim), a young
blacksmith from Mardin, Turkey,
is ripped from his family and is
forced to work as a slave laborer.
Years later, he begins a continent-
crossing quest to reunite with his
twin daughters.

Turkish-German ﬁlmmakér

Fatih Akin directed and co-wrote
the film with Armenian-Ameri-
can screenwriter Mardik Martin.
Martin—best known for writ-
ing the Martin Scorsese films
“Raging Bull,” “New York, New
York” and “Mean Streets”—will
make a special appearance to dis-
cuss the film, presented by Fresno
Filmworks and co-sponsored by
the Armenian Studies Program at
Fresno State.

With few films touching on the
genocide, let alone depicting it,
Martin said it a news release:
“A story about survivors of the
Armenian Genocide is a sensi-
tive subject to tackle. I never
imagined anyone would have the

courage to do it. Fatih has that

courage. ... I can only hope that

See 'The Cut' on Page 2

DATE:November 5, 2015
PAGE: 1of 1

the audience is able to delve into
the feel of the era and its turbu-
lence and upheaval. For me as an
Armenian, this is an incredible
adventure movie.” ;

With a large Armenian commu-
nity in the Central Valley, Fresno
Filmworks president Jefferson
Beavers reiterated the importance
of the screening.

“In this 100th anniversary year
of the Genocide, I cannot think
of a more culturally relevant or
historically important film we
could possibly show,” Beavers
said. “It’s an honor and our duty,
not just to our Armenian broth-
ers and sisters, but to our entire
community, to show this movie in
Fresno.”

“It is wonderful that such an
important film is being screened
in Fresno. The Armenian Stud-
ies Program is please to be a co-
sponsor. The film is especially
timely and I think it will be well
received in the community,” said
Armenian Studies Program Coor-
dinator Barlow Der Mugrdechian.

Dr. Sergio La Porta, Berberian
Professor of Armenian Studies at
Fresno State, said it can also be
seen as a reflection of positive
change within the Turkish com-
munity of artists and intellectuals.

“The idea that you have Arme-
nian and Turkish people working
together on this film—I think is a
wonderful way in which art can
bring two communities that have
this historic injustice standing be-
tween them to bring them closer
together to a point of mutual un-
derstanding,” La Porta said. “It’s
especially great to have a Turkish

- director to be involved in this.”

Visit FresnoFilmworks.org for
details on the showing of the film
and to buy tickets.
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‘voices.in cinema,
' Beginning' in Armenia. in
1915, “The Cut” follows one

man’s’ Joumey through the

. Ottoman Empite after surviv-

- ing the Genocide. Nazaret

(Tahar Rahim), a young black-
smith from Mardin, Turkey, is.
i "'m hxs faxmly and is

" borer. Years later, he begms a
contment-crcssmg quest to
Teunite ‘with his twm daugh~-

films. “Ragm Bull o “New
- York, New York™ and “Mean
Streets”~—w1ll 'make a special

_appearance to-disciiss the film,

presented by Fresno  Film

works and co-sponsored by the

Armenian ’Studxes Program at

Fresno State.
“It is ‘wonderful that such

an important film .is being
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Armeman Studles ’Program
" ‘Coordinator
Mugrdechian.

Dr Sergxo La Porta Ber~

Barlow  Der

'and mte cctua'lsw )
“The idea that you have

Armenian and Turkish people
working togethex on  this
film—1 think is a wonderful

‘way in which art can bring two
_communities that have this’
h'lstonc mjustlce stand‘mg be~'

" Visit -~ Fresno-
Filmworks.org for details on
the showing of the film and to
buy tickets. .
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Umlt Kurt to Speak on “ A Kurdish Schmdler.

933

Story of a ‘Savior”

FRESNO. -- Doctoral candidate
Umxt Kurt (Clark University, Worces<
ter, MA) will give'a talk on “A Kurdish
Schindler:* Story of a’“Savior’ ” at
7:30PM on Friday, Novembér 6, in the
University Business Cetiter, Alice Pe-
ters Audxtormm, Room 191 on the

Fresno State caipus. Kurt i is'a Kazan
Research scholar at Fresno State for_

the Fall 2015 semester. -
The lecture is part of the Arme-

nian Studies Program Fall 2015 Lec-‘

ture Series, with the support ‘of theé
Leon S. Peters Foundation. _
Cemil Kunneh was a lieutenant in
the Ottoman Army and was assigned
to be the director of the Birecik ship-
yard mill under the supervision of the
Ottoman Fifth Army, commanded by
Cemal Pasha, during the 1915 Arme-
nian deportation and Genocide. In the
‘shipyard mill, rafts and ferries were
constructed for use by Ottoman sol-
diers to cross over the Euphrates River.

1eutenant Cemil unneh ‘

What historically makes Cemil
Kunneh important is his relentless ef-
forts to save Armenians, especially
Protestants in Aintab, from being de-
ported to Der Zor in 1915-1917. Dur-

ing the deportation, Cemil Kunneh
married Dikranuhi (1893-1986), the-

daughter of Father Garabed Guleuzian,
and saved her life by stopping her
deportation to Der Zor. Kunne¢h met
Dikranuhi during the deportation and
married her. This lecture will talk about

the efforts of this righteous person to
save Armenians during the Genocide.
and also rf‘ocus%-on his life-story with
his wife Dikranuhi after the Genocide.

Umit Kurt is a PhD. Candidate at
Holocaust and Genocide Studies Pro-
gram in the History Department of
Clark University and completing his
dissertation. He has written extensively
on confiscation of Armenian proper-
ties, Armenian Genocide, early mod-

‘ern Turkish nationalism, and Aintab

Armenians. He is the author of the
Great, hopeless Turkish race: funda-
mentals of Turkish nationalism in the
Turkish homeland 1911-1916
(Istanbul: Iletisim Publishing House,

2012) and editor of the Revolt and'

Destruction: Construction: of the
state from Ottoman Empire to Turk-
ish Republic and collective violence
(Istanbul: Tarih Vakfi Publishing
House, 2015). He teaches history at
Sabanci University in Istanbul andis
the author, with Taner Ak¢am, of
The spirit'of the laws: the plunder of
wealth in the Armenian Genocide
(New York and Oxford: Berghahn
Books, 2015).

‘The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available,
with no permit necessary in Fresno
State Lots P5 and P6, near the Univer-
sity Business Center.

- For more information contact the
Armenian Studies Program visit our
website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.

2U8
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‘The Society For Armenian Studies To Hold Its

41st Annual Meeting In Deﬁver, Colorado ,

Major. Conference to be held on ”The
Impact of the Armenian Genocide”
“To mark thé 100th Anniversary of the

Arrnemah Genocide, the Society for Ar-
- menian Studies (SAS) is planning an inter-

national conference, “The Impact of the

, ‘ArmemamGenocxde,” to take place on Sat-
urday, November 21, 2015, in Denver, Col-

orado.:
- The SAS is the mtematlonal assoaahon
of Armeman Studies scholars and teachers

.and is holdmg its 41st Annual Meeting on ;

the same day in Denver. The conference and
meeting will be held in conjunction with the -
Middle East Studies-Association (MESA)
Annual Meeting, which bring hundreds of

 scholars in a variety of disciplines together

annually‘ to present papers and to partici- ,
pate in panels.
_ The SAS organized conference on “The

, Impact of the Armenian Genocide,” will
“have two panels, beginning at 10:00AM.

The conference will be held in PL-Director’s
Row I of the Denver Downtown Sheraton -

" Hotel and is open to the public.

 In the first panel on “The Impact on So-

 ciety,” three participants will present pa-
-pers: Lerna Ekmekcioglu. (Massachusetts
Institute of Technology), “When History Be-

came Destiny: Armenians in Post-Genocide
Turkey”; Sossie Kasbarian-(University of
Lancaster, United Kingdom), “The Politics
of Memory and Activism: The Armenian

‘Dlaspora Facing 2015”; and Hratch Tchilin-

gman,(Umversrty of Oxford), “ Armenians
in Turkey: The Impact of post-Genocide Iso-
lahon and (dls)Integratlon

In the second panel on “The Impact on
Culture,” the presenters will be: Talar
Chahinian (Cahforma State Umversxty,

' Long Beach), “Post-1915 Dispersion Litera- -

ture and the Figure of the Failed Witness”;

‘Myrna Douzjian (UCLA), “The Ethics of
Self-Reflexive . Filmmaking; Oz, 'Decon-

structing the Genocidé Documentary” and’

“Ramela Abbamontian (Los Angeles Pierce

College), “The Diasporic Witness: Recon-
struction of Tes’amony by Contemporary
Los Angeles Artlsts i

- The SASis also sponsormg : panel dur— ‘
ing the regular MESA sessions at 2:00PM on
‘Sunday, November 22, entitled “Towards

an’ Understandmg of Identity,” chaired by

SAS Président Barlow Der Mugrdechian.

(California State Umver31ty, Fresno), with

- the parhcxpatxon of Jirair Christianian (In-

dependent scholar) ”Orphaned Armenian
Objects in Istanbul: The Patriarchate Mu-

seum Collection”; Nora Lessersohn (Har—

vard), “Armenian . Self and . Ottoman

Society: Chnstopher Oscanyan’s Oriental

and Turkish Museum in London (1853-54)";

“and Ron -Marchese (University of Min-

nesota-Duluth), “Sociological Implications
in Armenian Re11g10us Art in the Late Ot-
toman Period: Data from the Armenian
Churches of Constantinople during the Sec-
ond Armenian Renalssance-post 1700.”
More than twelve other Armenian-
themed papers will be given by scholars
during the course of the MESA conference,
November 22-24: For a full program of
MESA sessions, please visit their weébsite at:

~ https:/ /mesana. org/ mymesa/ meetmg_pr

ogram.php.

- The SAS is administered by a seven
member Execuhve Council: President, Bar-
low Der Mugrdechlan, Vice-President,

'Bedross Der Matossian (Univ. of Nebraska-

Lincoln); - Secretary, Lilit Keshishyan

‘(UCLA); Treasurer, Sergio La Porta (Cali- |

fornia State University, FreSn_o); and advi-
sors Tamar Boyadjian '(Mlchlgan State

University); Marc Manugoman (NAASR),A

and Jean Mutachanian.
The ‘Society for Armenian Studies"is

‘headquartered at the Armenian Studies

Program - at California State University,
Fresno and its website is at societyforarme-
nianstudies.com. The SAS can be reached
by email at barlowd@csufresno.edu or by
phone at 559-278-2669. T

2038
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in Denver

FRESNO, CA - To mark the
100th Anmversary ‘of the Arme-
nian Gen001de, the Socwty for

Armenian Studies (SAS)is-plan- .

ning an international conference,
“The Impact of the Armenian
Genocide,” to take place on No-
vember 21in Denver, Colorado .

Annual Meetmg, which
hundrgds gf scholars in a

tor’s Row I.of the D_enver Down-

town. Sheraton. Hotel. and is open -

to the public.

on .Society,”
will present papérs: Lerna Ekme-
keioglu (Massachusétts Institute
of Technology), “When H1story
Became Destmy “Armenians in
Post-Genocide - Turkey”; Sossie
Kasbarian (University of Lan-

‘caster, United Kingdom), “The

Politics of Memory and Activism:

The Armenian Diaspora Facing

2015”; and Hratch Tchilingirian

(University of Oxford) “Arme-
ks :

ian (Cahfor—

ma State Umvers1ty, Lornig Beach),
“Post-1915° Dispersion Literature .

and the Flgur_e of the Failed Wit-

.Fllmmakmg, Or, D, ” nstructmg
the Genocide Documentary” and
Ramela Abbamontian (Los An-
geles Pierce College), “The Dia-

SAS to Hold its 4Ist Annual Meeting in Denver

sporic Witness: Reconstruction of
Testimony by Contemporary Los

. Angeles Artists.”

The SAS’is also sponsoring a
panel during the regular MESA
sessions at 2:00PM on Novem-

“ber 22, entitled “Towards an Un-

derstanding of Identity,” chaired

y- SAS President Barlow Der

i Mugrdechian (California State

Ur iversity, Fresno), with the

participation of Jirair Chrlstlan-

3

; Nora Lessersohn
“Armenian_Self and
1ety Chnstopher

)

Duluth), “Socxo-
tions in Armeman

om the Armeman
3 onstantmople~dur—

snurchessor:

~ing the Second Armenian Renais-

sance-post 1700.”
"More than 12 other Armenian-

In the first panel on “The Impact “themed papers will be given by

three participants

scholars. during the course of
the: MESA. conference, Novem-
ber 22-24. For a full program of

- MESA sessions, please visit their

website at: - https://mesana.org/

mymesa/meeting_program.php.
The SAS is administéred by.a

seven member Executive Coun-

cil: President, Barlow Der Mu-.

grdcchlan Vice-Ptes1dent, Bed-
ross Der Matossian (Univ. of Ne-
braska-Lincoln); -Secretary, Lilit
Keshishyan (UCLA); Treasurer,

“Sergio La Porta (California State
-University, Fresno); and advisors

Tamar Boyadjian‘(Michigan State
University); Marc Mamigonian
(NAASR), and Jean Muracha-
nian.

"The SAS is headquartered at
the Armenian Studies Program
at California State Umvers1ty,
Fresno and its website is at soci-
etyforarmenianstudies.com. The
SAS can be reached by email at
barlowd@csufresno.edu or by
phone at 559-278-2669.

‘the Late Ottoman

DATE:October 2015
AGE: 1of 1
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Scholar Umit Kurt to Give CSUF
Lecture on ‘A Kurdish Schindler’

FRESNO - Doctoral candidate
Umit Kurt (Clark University,
Worcester, MA) will give a talk
on “A Kurdish Schindler: Story
of a “Savior’” at 7:30PM on No-
vember 6, in the University Busi-
ness Center, Alice Peters Audito-
rium, Room 191, on the Fresno
State campus. Kurt is a Kazan
Research scholar at Fresno State
for the Fall 2015 semester.

The lecture is part of the Arme-

. nian Studies Program Fall 2015

Lecture Series, with the support
of the Leon S. Peters Foundation.

Cemil Kunneh was a lieuten-
ant in the Ottoman Army and was
assigned to be the director of the
Birecik shipyard under the super-
vision of the Ottoman Fifth Army
during the 1915 Armenian depor-
tation and Genocide.

What historically makes Kun-
neh important is his relentless
efforts to save Armenians, e€s-
pecially Protestants in Aintab,
from being deported to Der Zor in
1915-1917. During the deporta-
tion, Kunneh married Dikranuhi
(1893-1986), the daughter of
Father Garabed Guleuzian, and
saved her life by stopping her
deportation to Der Zor. This lec-
ture will talk about the efforts
of this righteous person to save
Armenians during the Genocide
and also focus on his life-story
with his wife Dikranuhi after the
Genocide.

Umit Kurt is a PhD. Candi-
date at Holocaust and Genocide
Studies Program in the History
Department of Clark University
and completing his dissertation.
He has written extensively on
confiscation of Armenian prop-
erties, Armenian Genocide, early

Cemil Kunneh

modern Turkish nationalism, and
Aintab Armenians. He is the au-
thor of the Great, hopeless Turk-
ish race: fundamentals of Turkish
nationalism in the Turkish home-
land 1911-1916 (Istanbul: Iletigim
Publishing House, 2012) and edi-
tor of the Revolt and Destruction:
Construction of the state from
Ottoman Empire to Turkish Re-
public and collective violence
(Istanbul: Tarih Vakfi Publishing
House, 2015). He teaches history
at Sabanci University in Istan-
bul and is the author, with Taner
Akgam, of The spirit of the laws:
the plunder of wealth in the Ar-
menian Genocide (New York and
Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2015).
The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is avail-
able, with no permit necessary in
Fresno State Lots P5 and P6, near
the University Business Center.
For more information about
the lecture please contact the Ar-
menian Studies Program at 278-
2669, or visit our website at www.
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.
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SAS Publishes Journal of the Society
for Armenian Studies, volume 23

The Society for Armenian Studies announces the publication
of Volume -23 of theJournal of the Saciety for Armenian
Studies (JSAS), an international peer-reviewed Journal, edited by
Dr. Sergio La:Porta.

The JSAS includes four articles on Classical and Modem
Armenian Studies; five commuinications; a review essay;. and three
book reviews.

Volume 23 opens with an article by Zaroui Pogossian on a
colophon by the thirteenth-century monastic scholar, Vardan
Arewelc’i, which provides testimony for an early Armenian
impression of the Mongols and their rule. Bjern Bandlien analyzes
a much-ignored embassy to Norway sent from the Armenian
kingdom of Cilicia in 1314. An account of the embassy is
preserved in three Icelandic annals.

The section on Modern Armenian Studies begins with a
contribution by Houri Berberian that explores the status of Julfan
women in mid-eighteenth-century Safavid Iran by examining
the Astrakhan Laweode compiled in the 1760s and some two-
dozen letters, petitions, and wills housed in archives in Europe and
Iran. . ) :
The final article is a study by Hazel Antaramiah Hofman
of the composition and treatment. of figures in. fificen Near East
Relief posters. Contextualizing the posters within the efforts of the
Near East Relief to provide aid to the “starving Armemans, she
looks at how the artists created images that compelled the viewer
to action and resonated with-a: contcmporary American audience.

The communications contained in this volume bring to light
new information on a broad array of topics. Rober Hewsen re-
examines the Romano-Persian Treaty -of Nisibis of 299; while

Michael. Stone, Doron Ben - Ami and Yana Tchekhanovets: rBVeal a

new Armenian inscription from the City of David in. Jerusalem.

Jasmine Dum - Tragut discusses her latest research on Armenian.

manuscripts containing. information. on horse medicine; and

Michael Stone presents the: text and. an Enghsh translation of a

poem by Yovhanngs Erzikaci Pluz. In his commumcatlon, Omit
Kurt reflects upon the polmcs of denial in-the Repub ic of Turkey.
Finally, this volume includes a review essay by Christina Maranci
on a recently. published book in Armenian by Vardan Azatyan on
how medieval Armenian art history was presented in German
‘studies.of the ningteenth and-early twentieth. centuries, ’

The past year has-been a busy one for the Society of Armenian
Studies. SAS celebrated ifs 40th anniversary in 2014 and hield an
international Workshop in Armenian Studies in Yerevan ‘in
Ocktober 3-5;, 2014, in cooperation with the Armenian Communities
Departent of the Calouste Gubenkian Foundation, The Society
also convened a conference in Washington, D.C., called
“Armenians in the Ottoman Empire in the 19th-20th Centurxes,
November21-22, 2014,

'SAS will hold its 41st Annual Meeting and a. conference

“Impact of the Armenian Genocide™ on November 21, 2015, mv

Denver, Colorado. -~

Copies of JSAS may be ordered by contacting ‘the SAS
-Secretariat at $59-278-2669 or by email
at barlowd@csufresno.edu. Individual copies of the Journal are
$20 plus shipping. Back issues of JSAS arc also available for
ordering.

The Secretariat of the Society for Armenian Stadies is located
at the Armenian Studies Program, California State University,
Fresno. The SAS President is Barlow Der Mugrdechian and the
SAS website can be found at societvforarmenianstutlies.com.

DATE: October 28, 2015
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Lecture on “ The Political Culture o1 the
Young Turk Revolution of 1908”

FRESNO -- Dr. Bedross Der

Matossian (University of Nebraska--

Lincoln) will give a talk on “The Politi-
cal Culture of the Young Turk Revolu-
tion of 1908: Space, Symbolism, .and
Language " at 7:30PM.on Friday, O¢-
tober 30, in the Univérsity Business
Cénter, Alice Peters Auditorium, Room
191, on the Fresno State campus.
The lecture is part of the Arme-
nian Studies Program Fall 2015 Lec-
ture Series, with the -support of the
Virginia-based Ararat Foundation,

“which was founded in 1985 and pro--

motes Armenian culture and Christian
faith, through lectures on Armenian
subjects, séminars, literature distribu-
tion, and research. '

The jubilation and the revolution-
ary festivities that took place inIstanbul
after the Young Turk Revolution of
July 24,1908, are testimony to the
post-Revolutionary euphoria that de-
scended upon the different cities and
ethnic groups of the-Ottoman Empire.
They also mark the beginnings of the
public sphere that emerged from. the
Revolution. That public sphere em-
ployed both local -print culture and
local rituals in a way that allowed the
new nation’s varied ethnic and religious
groups to participate in—and incre:
mentally define—the culture of the new
Ottoman nation. The celebrations and

festivities of the successful revolution .

inaugurated a new era and announced
the demise of the ancien régime.
This required the adoption of new

categories of social and political defi-

nitions, new symbols, and an attempt
to adopt a consensus among all the
ethnic groups. This talk will analyze
the revolutionary rituals of these fes-
tivities from the perspective.of space,
symbolism, and language in-order to
explore the extent to which these ritu-

als attempted to createa “civicreligion” .

that would provide social solidarity for
the ethnic groups and emphasize one-
ness rather than distinction.

Bedross Der Matossian is an As-
sistant Professor. of Modern Middle
East History in the' Department of His-
tory at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. Born and raised in Jerusalem,
he is a graduate of the Hebtew Univer-
sity of Jerusalem, where he began his
graduate studies in the Department of
Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies.
He completed his Ph.D. in Middle East
History in the Department of Middle
Eastern, South Asian, and African Stud-
ies at Columbia University in 2008.
From 2008 to 2010, he was a Lecturer

- of Middle East Higtory in the Faculty

of History at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology. For the Spring

_ quarter 2014 he was appointed as the

Dumanian Visiting Professor in the
University of Chicago. His arcas of
interest include ethnic politics in the
Middle East, inter-éthnic violence in
the Ottoman Empire, the history of the
Armenian Genocide and modern Ar-
menian history. In addiion to contrib-
uting to numerous edited volumes, his
articles have also appeared in the Jour-
nal of Palestinian ‘Studies, Jerusalem

Quarterly, Armenian Review, Majallat:

al-Dirasat Al-Filastiniyya, European
Journal of Turkish Studies, Genocide
Studies and Prevention: An Interna-
tional Journal, Journal of the Society
for Armenian Studies, Turcica, and
Ararat Quarterly. He is the author of
Shattered Dreams of Revolution: From
Liberty to Violence in the Late Otto-
man Empire (StanfordUmversxty Press,
2014). )

Copies of Shattered Dreams of
Revoluuon w;ll beonsaleatthe leCture

The. lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking.is available,
w1th no permit- necessary in. Fr;sno
State Lots P5 and P6, near the Univer-
sity Business Center.

For more information about the
lecture contact the Armenian Studies
Program www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.

DATE:October 24, 2015
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Sahan Arzruni to Perform Concert Oct. 25 at Fresno State
On "Komitas: A Portrait of the Musman as a Young Prlest

FRESNO - Acclaimed pianist
Sahan Arzruni will perform a

Concert dedicated to “Komitas: .

A Portrait of the Musician as a
Young Priest,” at 3:00PM on Sun-
day, October 25. The Concert is a
Special Event in the Lorenz Key-
board Concert Series and will take
place at the Fresno State Concert
Hall located in the University’s
Music Building. - The event is
co-sponsored by the Armenian
" Studies Program at Fresno State.
and supported by the Thomas A.
Kooyumjian Family Foundation.

General admission is $25, $18

for seniors, and $5 for students.
For tickets, please call 559-278-
2337 or go to www.keyboardcon-
certs.com/special-events.aspx.
- Komitas, the wellspring of
contemporary Armenian music,
was born-in 1869 in Kiitahya in
western Anatolia. Orphaned at an
early age, his beautiful singing
voice brought him to the notice of

a church emissary, who took him .

to Etchmiadzin, the Holy See of
the Armenian Church, to study:.
There he was eventually ordained
a celibate priest. While still a
student at the seminary, Komitas
wandered from village to village,
collecting the folk music of the
Armenian peasant: He notated
thousands of songs. In arranging
- Armenian folk music for concert
performance, Komitas made a
determined effort to retain the
idiosyncratic qualities of tradi-
tional song — eschewing western

composmonal techniques, while

fashioning instead the use of

drone notes and unconventional -

textures

The great ma]oﬁty of Komltas S

both solo and in the Umted States, Arzruni con-

tinuously esearches the musical
but they are pieces of unusual :_;roots of ‘his Armeman hentage :
Y p ~ He recorded a’ three-record an-
thology ‘of Armenian piano mu--
sic, ‘and oo-produced -an eight-

“disc set of trum A

works are. Vocal —

choral. Only a small part of his-
‘oeuvre is wrlt‘ten for the: piano; -

beauty and striking ongmahty
Sahan Arzrum has achleved

recognition’ as ‘a composer, eth-

nomuswologlst ‘teacher, lecturer

Sweulsh and 1ceian&ic c"ou'rt's' :

. Motivated by ethnic awareness‘"‘

writer, recording artist, broad- +* T

casting personahty producer i

and impresario. He has toured in

these capacities' throughout North-
and South. America, Europe the -
Middle East, the Far, East, and
- Australia. He has been featured

in a number of PBS specidls—
“Around the World in. ‘82,”

“Gala of Stars,” and “A Place of
- Dreams: Carnegie Hall at 100” —

and has recorded for European ra-
dio networks, including the BBC.
Mr. Arzruni has given command
performances at the White House,
as well as the -British, Danish,

"~i’io‘st'ate‘edu/armemanstudles)
"offers courses -on Armenian his-

,and vocal

tory, Armeman language ‘and ht-

W1111am S
and contemporary 1ssues

Free public: parkmg is avall-
able at Fresno State Lot P1, at

the northeast corner of Maple and‘

Shaw Aves.

For more mformatlon about the

- Concert, contact the Armenian

Studies Program at 278-2669.
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Sahan Arzruni to Perform in Concert on
“Komitas: A Portrait of the Musician
as a Young Priest" e

FRESNO -- Acclaimed pianist
Sahan Arzruni will perform a Concert
dedicated to.“Komitas: A Portrait of
the Mus1cxan as a Young Priest,” at

3 00PM on Sunday, October 25. The

Concertis a Special Event in the Lorenz
Keyboard Concert Series and will take
place:at the Fresno State Concert Hall

located in the University’ sMusic Build-'

ing. The event is co-sponsored by the

Kooyumjmn Family Foundation. .

-General admission is ‘$25, $18,;-

for semors, and ' $5 for students. For
tickets, please call 559-278-2337 or

singing voice brought him to the notice
of a cliurch emissary, who took-him to

‘Etchmiadzin, the Holy See of the Ar-

menian Church, to study. There he

‘was -eventually ordained a celibate -

priest. While still a student at the semi-

nary, Komitas wandered from village -
to village, collecting the folk music of

the Armeénian peasant. He notated thou-

'sands of songs. In arranging Armenian.

folk music for concert performance,
Komitas made a determined effort to
retain the idiosyncratic qualities of tra-
ditional song — eschewing western
compositional techniques, while fash-

to:: 'wwwukeyboardconcerts‘coml ;
8P xalwements aspxp:d ey
*is st K omitas, the ellspnng of .COn- -

temporary Armenian musig, was born - *
in 1869inKiitahyain western Anatolia. -
'Orphaned atan early.age, his.beautiful -

. ioning instead the use of drone notes

and unconventional textures.
The great majority of Komitas’s

" works are vocal — both solo and -

‘choral. Only a small part of his oeuvre

is written for the piano; but they are
pieces of unusual beauty and stnkmg
originality.

- Sahan. Arzruni has achleved rec-
ognition as a composer, -ethno-musi-
cologist, teacher, lecturer, writer, re-
cording artist, broadcasting personality,
producer and impresario. Hé has toured
in these capacities throughout North and

' South America, Europe, the Middle East,

the Far East; and Austraha. He has been

4 _:featured in a:‘number. of PB‘ spcclals—

‘Atound:the: World:in #8224

+-:Stars,"” arid “APlace of Dreanis: Camegle
Hallvat 100" — and has. recorded- for

'European radio networks including the

BBC. Mr. Arzrum Ahas givén:command. :
: performances at the ‘White House, as
. wellas theBntlsh Danish, Swedxsh and

Icelandic - courts.
Motivated by éthnic awareness
in the United States, Arzrum_contmu—

ously researches the musical roots of -

his Armenian heritage. He recorded a

three-record -anthology of ‘Armenian

piano music, and co-produced aneight-
disc set of 1nstrumental and vocal Ar-
menian music.

For more information about the

" Concert contact the' Armenian Studies

Program:www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudiés or 559-278-2669.
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Sahan Arzruni to Perform
In Concert on ‘Komitas: A
Portrait of the Musician as
A Young Priest’

FRESNO. — Acclaifned pianist Sahan
Arzruni will perform a Concert dedicated to
“Komitas: A Portrait of the Musician as a

Young Priest,” at 3 p.m. on Sunday, October

25. The concert is a Special Event in the
Lorenz Keyboard Concert Series and will
take place at the Fresno State Concert Hall
located in the University’s Music Building.

The event is co-sponsored by the Armenian
Studies Program at Fresno State and sup-
ported by the-Thomas A. Kooyumjian Family
Foundation.

Komitas, the wellspring of contemporary
Armenian music, was born in 1869 in
Kiitahya in western Anatolia. Orphaned at an
early age, his beautiful singing voice brought
him to the notice of a church emissary, who
took him to Etchmiadzin, the Holy See of the
Armenian Church, to study. There he was
eventually ordained a celibate priest. While
still a student at the seminary, Komitas wan-
dered from village to village, collecting the
folk music of the Armenian peasant. He

notated thousands of songs. In arranging

Armenian folk music for concert perfor-
mance, Komitas made a determined effort to
retain the idiosyncratic qualities of tradition-
al song — eschewing western compositional
techniques, while fashioning instead the use
of drone notes and unconventional textures.
The great majority of Komitas’s works are
vocal — both solo and choral. Only a small
part of his oeuvre is written for the piano;
but they are pieces of unusual beauty and
striking originality. -
Sahan Arzruni has achieved recognition as

a composer, ethnomusicologist, teacher, lec-

ectator, Watertown, MA

DATE:October 10, 2015
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Sahan Arzruni

turer, writer, recording artist, broadcasting
personality, producer and impresario. He has
toured in these capacities throughout North
and South America, Europe, the Middle East,
the Far East, and Australia. He has been fea-
tured in a number of PBS specials—“Around
the World in ‘82,” “Gala of Stars,” and “A
Place of Dreams: Carnegie Hall at 100” — and
has recorded for European: radio networks,
including the BBC: Arzruni has given com:
mand performances at the White House, as
well as the British, Danish, Swedish, and
Icelandic courts. .

Motivated by ethnic awareness in the
United States, Arzruni continuously research-
es the musical roots of his Armenian her-
itage. He recorded a threerecord anthology
of Armenian piano music, and co-produced
an eight-disc set of instrumental and vocal
Armenian music.

Geneéral admission is $25, $18 for seniors,

and $5 for students. For tickets go to-

www.keyboardconcerts.com/special-
events.aspx. ’
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NER Exhibit Shown at Fresno State Through End of October

FRESNO - The Near East
Foundation’s traveling exhibit,
“They Shall Not Perish” opened
on October 5, in the Henry Mad-
den Library, Room 2206, at Fres-
no State.

The event will also marked the
first-ever viewing of the ANCA-
WR’s documentary DVD “Amer-
ica We Thank You.”

The Exhibit is mounted on the
second floor of the Madden Li-
brary, in front of the Peter’s El-
lipse.

Co-sponsored by the Armenian
Studies Program at Fresno State
and the ANCA-WR “America We
Thank You” Initiative, the Exhibit
will give students and community
members an opportunity to learn
about America’s first large-scale
humanitarian effort, to help Ar-
menians following the Armenian
Genocide of 1915.

Near East Relief (NER) was the
United States’ first congressional-
ly sanctioned non-governmental
organization that mobilized all
facets of the American citizenry
to respond to pleas for help from
Armenians half a world away.

NER'’s successor, the Near East

Near East Relief Poster

Foundation (NEF), curated 'this
Exhibit, which documents and
showcases the legacy of the NER
on the eve of its own Centen-
nial. The Exhibit is comprised of
high-quality scans of official cor-
respondence, biographies of mis-
sionaries and relief workers who
lived, volunteered and worked in
the trenches, and archival photo-
graphs, some of which have only
recently been accessed and of-
fer new insight to the depth and
breadth of NER’s impact and
legacy.

The ANCA-WR “America We
Thank You initiative also part-
nered with editor and producer
Bared Maronian for the creation
of a documentary film to serve as
an educational tool given the cur-
rent omission of NER’s rich his-
tory and legacy in the American
educational curriculum.

The film, which highlights
interviews from historians, re-
searchers, public figures and de-
scendants of Armenian orphans
rescued by NER efforts, will ac-
company the Exhibit.

The Exhibit will be open until
October 30 during regular Li-
brary hours.

The presentation is free and
open to the public.

Free parking is available in Lots
P30 or P31 on campus, near the
Henry Madden Library, only if a
parking pass is obtained by using
code 273625 in any of the campus
kiosks. Parking is in green or yel-
low designated areas.

For more information on the
lecture please contact the Ar-
menian Studies Program at 278-
2669 or go to the website at www.
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.
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Dr. Ronald Marchese to Speak at CSUF
On New Book ‘Treasures of Falth’

FRESNO - Dr. Ronald Mar-
chese will discuss his recently
published book with a talk on
“Treasures of Faith: Reflections
on Armenian Society and Cul-
ture” at 7:30 PM on October 14.
Dr. Marchese and colleague Dr.
Marlene Breu are the authors of
the just published “Treasures of
Faith: Sacred Relics and Artifacts
from the Armenian Orthodox
Churches of Istanbul” (Istanbul:
Citlembik Ltd., 2015).

This Leon S. Peters Foundation
Lecture will be held in the Uni-
versity Business Center, Alice
Peters Auditorium, Room 191, on
the Fresno State campus and is
part of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram Fall 2015 Lecture Series.

Dr. Marchese 1is professor
emeritus of ancient history and
archaeology at the University of
Minnesota, Duluth and has spent
the last several years document-
ing the rich cultural history of the
Armenians in Constantinople, by
studying the works of arts that the
Armenians produced. He will ac-
company his talk with slides of
some of the artwork that he has
catalogued from the Armenian
Orthodox churches.

Dr. Rbnald Marchese

Often lacking political repre-
sentation (minority) communal
identity can be achieved through
a body of customs, beliefs, reli-
gious institutions, and a unique
material culture that reinforces
spiritualism and  communal
uniqueness.

By the beginning of the 20th
century, Ottoman Armenians
constituted a significant part of
the population of Constantinople.
The Armenians had developed a
vibrant artistic tradition in music,
art (painting and metal work), and
in literature. The contributions of
the Armenians shed light on their
own concept of identity and place

_ within the Ottoman Empire. This

DATE:October 1, 2015
PAGE: lof 1

talk will examine various forms
of art in which Armenians ex-
celled, and the relationship be-
tween that art, and the broader so-
ciety in which Armenians lived.
The presentation will illustrate
the continuation of Armenian
traditions in art through the early
twentieth century.

Dr. Marchese received his
Ph.D. from New York University
and has a distinguished career in
archaeology, having conducted
research at the Plataiai Archaeo-
logical Excavation in Greece
and at Tel Dor in Israel. He is the
author of numerous articles and
book chapters in the field. He is
an alumnus of California State
University, Fresno. He is the au-
thor, together with Marlene Breu,
of Splendor and Spectacle: The
Armenian Orthodox Church Tex-
tile Collections of Istanbul (Istan-
bul: Citlembik Ltd., 2010).

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Dr. Marchese’s “Trea-
sures of Faith” will be on sale at
the lecture.

Free parking is available in Lots
P5 or P6 on campus, adjacent to
the University Business Center,
only if a parking pass is obtained
by using code 273611 in any of
the campus kiosks.

For more information on the
lecture please contact the Ar-
menian Studies Program at 278-
2669.



2U3

ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM
California State University, Fresno ¢ 5245 N Backer Ave PB4 ¢ Fresno, CA 93740-8001

ARCHIVE
E: Collegian: Fresn A DATE:September 25 , 2015
UBJECT: Hagop Ohanesiian on Syria _ PAGE: 1of 2

CIVIL. WAR

Syrian war hits

home for Fresno

State professor

By Tomas Kassahun
@tomaskassahun

Hagop Ohanessian is grateful for the life
he lives in the U.S.

As a Fresno State Armenian Studies pro-
fessor, he cherishes the chance to go to work
every day and make a difference in the lives
of his students.

Every day when he enters the classroom,
Ohanessian strives to encourage his students
and to instill a passion for learning.

While he lives his dream in the U.S., how-
ever, Ohanessian also has nightmares about
his family on the other side of the world.

In Syria, his uncle and cousins have wo-
ken up many times to the sound of bomb-
ings. They have spent many days in the war-
torn country without electricity, water and
peace of mind.

See SYRIA, Page 6

Raja Abdulrahim* Los Angeles Times/TNS
Members of Aleppo’s civil defense team scramble at the scene of a government barrel bomb attack to
rescue a woman trapped in her home, which was sheared in half by the blast.
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Ohanessian: Only about 1,000
Armenians are left in Syria

SYRIA from Page 1

Their only choice was to flee to nearby Lebanon,

where they have now stayed as refugees for almost

four years.

“As a result of the war, a lot of families >havev

Jeft Syria,” Ohanessian said. “You can imagine the
bombings they hear— how that affects them psycho-
logically— being around that every day. This is not
something that happens once in a week or so. It’s
constant. They're around it all the time.”

The conflict in Syria began in the spring of 2011 -

with anti-government demonstrations.

Then, the peaceful protests escalated after the
government’s violent crackdown, and rebels began
fighting back against the regime. :

Ohanessian is one of many Armenians from
Syria, but he was only 2 years old when he left the
country. . .

Most of what he knows about Syria comes from
his parents and relatives, who lived there most of
their life. : -

They tell him about the Syria they knew growing
up. ;
“They were very happy thére,” Ohanessian said.
“It was calm. They didn’t have problems with the
government.” |

Today, almost everyone in Syria is affected by the

* war, including the thousands of Armenians in the

country.

“Over 100,000 Armenians lived in Syria, where I
was born,” Ohanessian said. “A lot of other minority
groups have also been impacted— Christians, Ar-
abs, Greeks have been targeted.”

Every day when he turns on the news, Ohanes-
sian sees gruesome images from the conflict.

still, the life he sees in the news is not a life he
can imagine.

“Those individuals that are living there, they
know what they’re going through,” Ohanessian said.
“We can’t imagine what’s going on over there, be-
cause we have food; we have water; we have a place
to stay. These people wake up every day not know-
ing if they’re gonna be alive that day— what’s gonna
happen; how they’re gonna put food on the table;
how are they gonna take a shower?” '

As an Armenian studies professor, Ohanessian
connects the events of Syria with the history of Ar-
menia: ¢

He relates the Syrian conflict with the Armenian
Genocide while also discussing how the war affects
Armenians in Syria.

From the 100,000 Armenians who once lived in
Syria, only about 5,000 still live there, Ohanessian

said.

“Imagine how difficult it is for the people that
lived there and those that have families that lived
there to see their churches destroyed, to. see their

- schools targeted, to see their cultural-institutions .
destroyed,” he said. “Some have found refuge in-the .-

Republic of Armenia. ‘Some are going to Europe.
Some are coming to the U.S. or Canada.” .

. Ohanessian’s uncle is expected to leave Lebanon

and go to Canada nextyear. <. " e
In a way, Ohanessian is happy for his uncle, but

he’s also cautiously optimistic about the life of a ref-

ugee. - Lt s e , X
“I know the United ‘Stateshas accepted a lot of
refugees. Europe has-accepted a lot of refugees. And
it’s difficult because how are you going to handle all
those people?” Ohanessian said. “You have to figure
out a way to implement policies, immigration rules.
You have to give these people an opportunity to find
a job, secure.a place for them to live.”

Ohanessian takes solace in hearing recent dis-

- cussions about bringing change to Syria.

“T feel that there has been more open dialogue
now,” he said. “A lot of countries such as the United
States and Russia and some countries in Europe are

‘wanting to bring peace to this area.”

But the discussions could still go on for some
time: = s
“When you're in a negotiating process to bring a

‘war to an end, someone has to give something up or

it’s has to benefit one side or the other,” Ohanessian
said. “But you want to ultimately come to a compro-
mise as well, so hopefully there’s better dialogue be-
tween Syria and the rest of the world.” :

Although Ohanessian hopes for better days in
Syria, his optimism doesn’t come easy.

“I want to be optimistic, but with the situation
like this, you don’t know,” he said. “You have to
think about the destruction that has been taking
place. You gotta bring all that back, but it’s difficult.”

While his uncle prepares to depart Lebanon for
Canada, many of Ohanessian’s relatives are still in
Syria, hoping to find refuge.

“My mom still has cousins there,” Ohanessian
said. “They’re going to try to find refuge somewhere
else; maybe go to Lebanon; find someplace; some-
way.” ' ' -

But there are too many hurdles for anyone who

‘tries to flee from Syria to nearby countries.

“You're not guaranteed to get to that destination
because a lot of war activity-is going on,” Ohanes-
sian said. “They’ll stop you and say, ‘Who are you?
What are you?’ You may be killed right there.”
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Marchese: Artwork from Ottoman Armenians
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Lecture focuses on artwork
from Ottoman Armemans

By ]ullssa Zavala
. @TheCoIIegmn

The Armenian Studies program held the

second in a series of lectures on Wednesday -

that focused on works of art by Ottoman
Armenians up until the early 20th century.
“Dr. Ronald Marchese, a Fresno State
-alumnus and professor emeritus of ancient
history and archeology at the University of
Minnesota, Duluth, was the guest speaker.
The lecture explored different works of
art created by Armenians, particularly re-
ligious artifacts in the form of metal work.
The relics shown displayed biblical sto-
ries that were very detailed in their artistry.

Some details were even as tiny as a ﬁnger-
nail, Marchese said.
Marchese also said that thls artwork was

‘made during a time that people were illiter-

ate or semi-illiterate.
“How did you tell the stories that created

the foundation of the faithful?” Marchese .

asked. “Through imagery.”

Marchese said the religious art and ob-

jects illustrate deep attachment to. Arme-

nian Christian values and culture as well
as adherence to Christian beliefs in a time-
and place othermse dominated by Muslim-

culture.
Marchese noted a relationship between
the Armenian art and life for the Arme-

nians during that time in the city formerly
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: Courtcsy Photo
Professor Emerztus ‘Ron Marchese (left) and Lisa
Fitzpatrick (right) in University of Minnesota,
Duluth’s Visualization and Digital Imaging Lab.

known as Cénstaritinople. It’s now known

as Istanbul, the capital of Turkey.
“This is obviously the tragedy of one spe-
c1ﬁc group, but this is also a celebration of

See ARTWORK Page 6

Marchese: Artwork was a celebration of culture and achievement

ARTWORK from Page 1

culture and achievemént,” Marchese said.
Marchese also talked about his recent-

ly published and co-authored book titled,

“Treasures of Faith: Sacred relics and Arti-

facts from the Armenian Orthodox Church-
es of Istanbul.”

Dr. Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Armenian
studies coordinator, said that the book
was well-illustrated and meticulously re-

searched.

“It’s a really Iandmark book in the field
of studying Armenian art in Constantino-
ple,” Mugrdechian said. “The 51gn1ﬁcance
of the Armenians in Constantinople is very
important.””

“We're lookmg at the matenal here as

artifacts as if it’s an archeologlcal excava-
tion,” Marchese said. “Except you're exca-
vating a depot that every church had of the
donatjons made by people from the congre-
gation.”
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“Memory, Memorialization & Bearing
Witness: Contested Memories of the
Armenlan Genocide in Turkey Today” By

D Armen T. Marsooblan |

FRESN.Q - ,Dr Armen T

Marsoobian (Southern Connectlcut ‘

State University) 'will -speak on

“Memory, Memorialization & Bearing -
‘Witness: Contested Memories of the
- Armenian Genocide in Turkey Today ”

at7: 30PM on Tuesday, September 15,

“inthe Un1versrty Business Center, Alice
Peters Auditorium, Room 191, on the

Fresno State campus.
" The lecture is part of the Arme-

nian Studles Program Fall 2015 Lec-

ture Series, with the support of the

“Leon S. Peters Foundation.

Professor Marsoobian will de-

scribe his on-going project memorial-

_izing the Armenian Genocide in Tur-
' key. The pl‘OjeCt ‘consists of photogra-

phy exhibitions in Turkey, two books
and the creation of memorial sites

related to the story of his mother’s -

family, the Dildilians, in Ottoman Tur-

“key before, durmg and after the geno-
cide. Extensive memoirs, oral testimo- -

“nies and photographs from the Dildilian.

' photographlc archive are used to tell

this history. Be51des describing the

“project he will- analyze the role

memorialization plays in collective

" ‘memory, especially in situations sub-

verted by genocide denial.
Armen T. Marsooblan is Profes-

* sor and Chair of Phrlosophy at South-

" haslectured and publlshed extensively-
on'topics in philosophy and genocide -

ern Connecticut State University. He

studies. His most recent book, Frag-

ments of a Lost Homeland: Remem-

bering Armenia, is based upon exten-

sive research about his family, the Q

Dildilians, who were accomplished pho-

tographers in the late Ottoman period.
Photography exhibitions of the collec-
tion have been mounted in Istanbul,
MerZ1fon and Diyarbakir, and soon in
New Haven, London, Ankara, Yerevan,
and Watertown. Dildilian Brothers:
Photography and the Story of an Ar-
menian Family in Anatolia, 1872-1923,
a bilingual English-Turkish photogra-

‘phy book, will appear later this year.
- He has received the Hrant Dink Foun-

dation Prize for Historical Research
for. h1s work on-the Arméman ‘Geno-
cide..

The lecture: is free and open to
the public. Free parkmg is available,

* using a’coupon code #273605, in park-
* ing kiosks in Fresno State Lots P5 and
P6, near the University Business Cen-

ter.
For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian

Studies Program at 278-2669, or visit

our website at www. fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.
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Memory, Memorialization & Bearing Witness
Contested Memories of the Armenian Genocide in Turkey'Today o

cticut State University) will speak on “Memory,
f the Armenian Genocide in Turkey Today” at

FRESNO — Dr. Armen T. Marsoobian (Southern Conne
Alice Peters Auditorium, Room 191,

Memorialization & Bearing Witness: Contested Memories of
7:30PM on Tuesday, September 15, in the University Business Center,

on the Fresno State campus. : )
The lecture is part of the Armenian Studies Program Fall 2015 Lecture Series, with the support of the

Leon S. Peters Foundation.
alizing the Armenian Genocide in Turkey. The pro-

Marsoobian will describe his on-going project memori

ject consists of photography exhibitions in Turkey, two books and the creation of memorial sites related
to the story of his mother’s family, the Dildilians, in Ottoman Turkey before, during and after the geno-
. cide. Extensive memoirs, oral
testimonies and photographs
from the Dildilian photo-
graphic archive are used to
tell this history. Besides
describing the project he
will analyze the role' memo-
rialization plays in collective
memory, especially in situa-
tions subverted by geno-

cide denial.
Marsoobian is Professor
and Chair of Philosophy at
Southern  Connecticut
State University. He has
lectured and published
extensively on topics in

philosophy and genocide '

studies. His most recent

Homeland: Remembering Armenia, is based upon -extensive research

who were accomplished photographers in the late Ottoman period.
been mounted in Istanbul, Merzifon, and Diyarbakir,

and soon in New Haven, London, Ankara, Yerevan and Watertown. Dildilian Brothers: Photography

and the Story of an Armenian 'Family in Anatolia, 1872-1923, a bilingual Eriglish-Turkish photog- -

raphy book, will appear later this year. He has received the Hrant Dink Foundation Prize for- )
k on the Armenian Genocide. » '

Historical Research for his wor
The' lecture is free and open to the public: For more informati

www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies:

Panorama of Anatolia College, Marsovan

book, Fragments of a Lost
about his family, the Dildilians,
Photography exhibitions of the collection have

on about the lecture visit
) Dr. Armen T. Marsoobian



ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM
California State University, Fresno ¢ 5245 N Backer Ave PB4 ¢ Fresno, CA 93740-8001

ARCHIVE

1
bian: ry, M iali

, BearingWitness

2U3

DATE:September 4, 2015

PAGE: lof 1

dpnd. Uwpuniubwmb Pnupfhng Unndt;
8quuu1mﬁin.pbu1(i Awliwsdwmb ‘“wjﬁuphﬁ‘
UwupG Thwnh Mouh ﬂ)pbqﬁan U'I:g

$r6210.- ‘ﬂt.ul[n?)npb[vnl Sy~
v puibify $[rliqilnjﬁ dwuliw fg frls
dLY gnpdny Zlu_,:.uq[unwl[mb Spuu-
bhplugugnidf dp phfduwgpph,
Zlupwuu“‘lb ‘ﬂgbb[ﬂﬁpb[&[t frou -
Surliguugfily Cuwdwyuwpuibh thpnd.
Updski o, U‘u.lpunLulbLllil Gpkp-
2upldh, U[iu[lnlnf[zlr[r 15p0, bplidjng-
bwl dwidp 7:3005 whunf fuouf
ﬁ‘anlgﬁnj SE9 Zw_’ng glnlluuulzu-
“hndfdfubp L[b[ﬂuu[pnllillipnl. yreyli-
aniI I u{blnnL[(}bwb anwglfuliJ
puwqupulpuwiing[duh Shoke
wnbig$niwms wpugpuipfll dwufrh:

Ul (e pdwlyfr wiwly wyfunfr wn-
LL Proippfing SE9 Quwynyg Bliquiu-
wyrslin [dhu b [lpm-l[wilﬁl.[a'[uilg

Uuwpyniwth «bwpnihws Audwiuwpwbh pkupht tywpp, Shlqnhlbwbhhpm.b
|ntuwbluptbpnt Awcwpwdnikl

Swmnunnlyne bu[ulqn.ul[nl[ -
l"ulé— q.npé‘ananpﬁLLE’ "11 q[’ Ill.ll"‘
wmwpnef (rcuwbilpuphibipme -
gugpncfdlwdp, qhpplpne $pu-
ww il [dhudp gy & in-
7111[1 l[lun.ﬂLgl‘ilﬂL gwil,[_)b[rnz[:
Dpnd. U.LLIFHITLu.lb'LUiIﬁ l.lljl.l. brew -
[uwdbnilnlﬁbwilg digps mdp s
L by dop plunwisphls Spyusfy bt
Lbpndch, dguus (reuwblyuphibpndch
b gy L[llw_(nL[wailg dwnwbigp:
an_ilw[rllg wilbingfr uyfunfr nhibiliyg

pludl.ufnfnLirpﬁb dL9 gunbning
bypu Opfdppg» wpulp 5L9 ([T
191) b 1y from fr 4nzlu1ilLULn[1nJ.[7
«L[uuil u. ¢[1[17E[1q» 4[11)‘21111[1[1[1&
llnrllfL‘: ‘pr [ﬂlgiu.uzul[ufb[rpﬂ [liu—

plyp b d&ppupup wuilly P5 fud -

Pé huwhguwnbbpnch SE9* gnpduw-
Shyny «#2736055 [fp:

Uninpp wqunn k;

Buwikylruy wligbln[dbwhy -
dwp, qfully (569) 278-2669 [Fhwfils
lydd wyglyly www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudics luypk9p:



\

UR

- ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM
California State University, Fresno ¢ 5245 N Backer Ave PB4 ¢ Fresno, CA 93740-8001

E: The California

ARCHIVE

urier, Glendale

UBJECT:Mar ian: Memory, Memorialization, BearingWitness

Dr. Marsoobian Will Speak on ‘Memory’

And Bearing Witness Sep 15 at CSUF

FRESNO - Dr. Armen T. Mar-
soobian (Southern Connecti-
cut State University) will speak
on “Memory, Memorialization
& Bearing Witness: Contested
Memories of the Armenian Geno-
cide in Turkey Today” at 7:30PM
on September 15, in the Univer-
sity Business Center, Alice Peters
Auditorium, Room 191, on the
Fresno State campus.

The lecture is part of the Arme-
nian Studies Program Fall 2015
Lecture Series, with the support
of the Leon S. Peters Foundation.

Professor Marsoobian will de-
scribe his on-going project me-
morializing the Armenian Geno-
cide in Turkey. The project con-
sists of photography exhibitions
in Turkey, two books and the cre-
ation of memorial sites related to
the story of his mother’s family,
the Dildilians, in Ottoman Tur-
key before, during and after the
genocide. . Extensive memoirs,
oral testimonies and photographs
from the Dildilian photographic
archive are used to tell this his-
tory. Besides describing the proj-
ect he will analyze the role me-
morialization plays in collective
memory, especially in situations
subverted by genocide denial.

Dr. Marsoobian is Professor

and Chair of Philosophy at South-
ern Connecticut State University.
He has lectured and published
extensively on topics in philoso-
phy and genocide studies. His
most recent book, Fragments of
a Lost Homeland: Remembering
Armenia, is based upon exten-
sive research about his family,
the Dildilians, who were accom-
plished photographers in the late
Ottoman period. Photography
exhibitions of the collection have
been mounted in Istanbul, Merzi-
fon, and Diyarbakir, and soon in
New Haven, London, Ankara, Ye-
revan, and Watertown. Dildilian
Brothers: Photography and the
Story of an Armenian Family in
Anatolia, 1872-1923, a bilingual
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English-Turkish photography
book, will appear later this year.
He has received the Hrant Dink
Foundation Prize for Historical
Research for his work on the Ar-
menian Genocide.

The lecture is free and open
to the public. Free parking is
available, using a coupon code
#273605, in parking kiosks in
Fresno State Lots P5 and P6, near
the University Business Center.

For more information about
the lecture please contact the Ar-
menian Studies Program at 278-
2669, or visit the website at www.
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.
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Akcam/Kurt Publish Book on the
Plunder of Armenian Properties

Turkish historian Taner Akcam has released a new book with

- Uit Kurt on the plunder of Armenian properties. The book

titled “The Spirit of the Laws: The Plunder of Wealth in the
Armenian Genocide” examines the confiscation of Armenian

- properties during the genocide and subsequent attempts to

retain seized Armenian wealth. Through the close analysis of

laws and treaties, it reveals that decrees issued during the

genocide constitute central pillars of the Turkish system of
property rights, retaining their legal validity, and although

“Turkey has acceded through international agreements to

return Armenian properties, it continues to refuse to do so.
The book demonstrates that genocides do not depend on the
abolition of the legal system and elimination of rights, but that,
on the contrary, the perpetrators of genocide manipulate the
legal system to facilitate their plans.

California State University, Fresno ¢ 5245 N Backer Ave PB4 ¢ Fresno, CA 93740-8001
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A Talk on “Merﬁory, Memonahzatloh & Bearmg Wltness. .
Contested Memories of the Armenian Genocide in Turkey Today”
By Dr. Armen T. Marsoobian in Fresno State University, Sept 15

Dr. Armen T. Marsoobian
(Southern Connecticut State
University) will speak on
“Memory, Memorialization &
Bearing Witness: Contested
Memories of the Armenian
Genodide in Turkey Today™at

7:30PM on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 15, in the University Busi-
ness-Center, Alice Peters Audi-
torium, Room 191, on the
Fresno State-campus:
The lecture is part of the

Armenian  ‘Studies Pro-' "

gram Fall 2015 Lecture: Serles,
with the support of the Leon. S
Peters Foundation.

Professor Marsoobian will

describe his: on-going project,

memorializing the Armenian
Genocide in  Turkey. The
- project consists of photography
exhibition§ in Turkey, . two

books and the creation of mé- |
morial sites related to the story

of his mother’s family, the
Dildilians, in Ottoman Turkey
before, during and after the
genogide. Extensive memoirs,
oral testimonies and photo-
graphs from the Dildilian pho-
tographic archive are used to
tell this history. Besides de-
scribing the project he. will
analyze the role memorializa-
tion plays in collective memo-
1y, especially in situations sub-
verted by genocide denial.
Armen T. Marsoobian is
Professor and Chair of Philos-
ophy at Southern Connecticut
State University. He has lec-
tured and published extensive-
ly on topics in philosophy and
genocide studies. His most
recent book, Fragments of a
Lost Homeland: Remembering

Armenia, is based upon exten- -

sive research about his vfamily,
the. Dildilians, who were ac-
complished photographers in
the late Ottoman period, Pho-

- tography exhibitions of the

collectxon bave been mounted

in Istanbul, Merzifon, and Di-

yarbakir, 4nd soon in New
Haven, London, Ankara, Ye-
revan, and Watertown, Dildi-
lian Brathers: Photography
and the Story of an Armenian
Familyin- - Anatolia,  1872-
1923, a - bilingual English-

’Ihrkxsh photography  book,’

will appear later this year. He

“has received the Hrant Dink

Foundaumn Prize for Hlstoncal

Armenian Ganoclde.

The lecture is free and
open to the public, Free park-
ing is available, using a cou-
pon code #273605, in parking

kiosks. in Fresno State Lots Ps-

and P6, near the Umvetsnty
Business Center, |

For more. inforiation
about the lecture please contact
the Armenian Studies Program

at 278~2669 or visit our web-
_ site

- _atmﬂﬂ&m
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" American independent drama to

Aram (JohnRoohmtan), left, ‘with his grandfather (Levon Sharafv-

an), a shoemaker in Los Angeles

ASP and CineCulture Program to Feature
‘Aram, Aram’ at CSUF, Fresno Aug. 28

FRESNO - The CineCulture

Series and the Armenian Stud-

ies Program -at California State

University, Fresno, are sponsor-

ing a special screening of “Aram,
Aram” at 5:30 p.m. on August 28,
in the Leon and Pete Peters Edu-
cational Auditorium (next to the
SaveMart Center), on the Fresno
State campus.

The event is the first in the Fall
Lecture series of the Armenian

Studies Program and is supported

‘by the Leon S. Peters Foundation.

“Aram, Aram” is the first

take viewers inside the Armenian

" Community of Los Angeles. Sud-

denly uprooted from his home in
Beirut, a 12 year-old Armenian
boy, Aram, is sent to live with his
grandfather in America where he
struggles to navigate the clash be-

tween old-world values and new-

school Armenian identity in Little
Armenia.
According to the Hollywood

Réporter; - “First-time  writer-

director Christopher Chambers

has crafted a potent, lovingly de-
tailed evocation of an unfamiliar
California subculture. Given the
novelty of the setting an_d'the re-
cent reminders of the Armenian
genocide, the film deserves to
be seen... It packs an emotional
punch.”

" Director Chnstopher Chambers
‘is a graduate of Wesleyan Univer-

sity and the Amerlcan Film Insti-
tute.

Admission is free and the event
is open to the public. Free parking
is available at any of the adjacent

Fresno State parking lots (near -
- the corner of Shaw and Woodrow

Avenues). ;

For more mformatxon about
the “presentation please contact
the Armenian Studies Program

- at 278-2669, or visit our website

at.  www.fresnostate. edu/arme-
nianstudies.

2U3
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CineCulture and Armenian Studies
Program to Feature ‘Aram, Aram’

FRESNO The CineCulture Series and the Armenian Studies Program at California State University, Fresno, are sponsorlng a special
screening of “Aram, Aram” at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, August 28, in the Leon and Pete Peters Educational Auditorium.

The event is the first in the Fall Lecture series of the Armenian Studies Program and is supported by the Leon S. Peters Foundation.

“Aram, Aram” is the first American independent drama to take viewers inside the Armenian community of Los Angeles. Suddenly uproot-
ed from his home in Beirut, a 12-year-old Armenian boy, Aram, is sent to live with his grandfather in America where he struggles to navi-
gate the clash between old:world values and new-school Armenian identity in Little Armenia.

According to the Hollywood Reporter, “Rirst-time writer-director Christopher Chambers has crafted a potent, lovingly detailed evocation
of an unfamiliar California subculture. leen the novelty of the setting and the recent reminders.of the Armenian genocide, the film deserves
to be seen... It packs an emotional punch.

Chambers is a graduate of Wesleyan University and the American Film Institute.

Admission i is free and the event is open to the public. Free parking is available at any of the adjacent Fresno State parking lots.

Aram {John Roohinian), left, with his grandfather (Levon Sharafyan), a shoemaker in Los Angeles.



