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Faculty Updates

New Tenure Track Colleague: In Fall 2022, Sociology welcomed a new tenure-track colleague,
Assistant Professor Dr. José Luis Collazo, Jr. He was a first-generation college student and is a
proud product of the CSU System. He earned his BA and MA at CSU Dominguez. His research
is influenced by his immigrant family and community. He investigates the social inequalities
Latin Americans face in their country of origin and abroad. For instance, he examines the effects
of U.S. immigration policies on Latin American immigrants’ earnings in the U.S. and how Latin
Americans integrate in the country of Italy. Another body of research he focuses on is how work
and organizational factors affect third-party observers’ perceptions and reactions to
discrimination.

Returning Colleagues: We are happy to welcome back several faculty who were on leaves and
sabbaticals at the time of the self-study. In Fall 2022, 57.8% of our courses are being taught by
tenure track faculty and 60.5% of Spring courses will be taught by tenure track faculty. This
compares to 36.4% in Fall 2020, as reported in the self-study (p. 32). The increasing tenure
density is due both to the return of tenure track faculty and the precipitous decline in classes
offered (see below).

Interim Chair: Dr. Sunghee Nam served as interim Chair of Sociology while our external Chair,
Dr. Andrea Grove, was on sabbatical in Spring 2022.

Editorship: Dr. Elizabeth Sowers was selected as co-editor of Sociological Perspectives, the
journal of the Pacific Sociological Association. The Publications Committee noted: “We are
excited about this application and the vision of the prospective co-editors. More specifically, we
see their vision of ‘more directly addressing anti-blackness, white supremacy, transphobia,
disability, homophobia, misogyny, heteropatriarchy, and their intersections’ to be incredibly
important, as is their desire ‘to consider and implement new strategies for increasing the
submission and publication by authors from segments of the population directly impacted by
such multiple systems of oppression.” Their vision speaks directly to both the present of the
discipline and its future, centering sociology on Black, Brown and Indigenous forms of
knowledge.”

Ongoing Service: Our faculty have continued to serve in numerous roles across the University

and engaged in research and publishing. Within the next two years, we expect to have two more
tenured professors.
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