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709 Coronation tram (2,90g). (Legends translate the same as on half trams) + Lbl>Wh INJ.9-fll>rrl,flBfl!J
Crowned king kneeling I., wearing royal mantle; his face nearly frontal and hands breast-high raised
toward a standing figure of Virgin Orans to I. Above, a ray emanating from a curve (sphere of hea-
ven) toward king's head. Rv. + 4flf'fl1fll>fJ-Pt flUS Crowned lion as on no. 701 but walking r.
CCA 78 extremely rare and interesting, very fine or better 1400.-

The coronation coins are remarkable for their design as they were struck only by Levon I, in celebration of his
coronation and the beginning of an Armenian kingdom. As for the iconography of the obverse, though, Bedouk-
ian refers to the standing figure as that of Christ, in our descriptions we have followed the more convincing argu- ~
ment, that the figure represents the Virgin Orans which was brought forward by D. Kouyoumdjian in his article ~
«The Icono ra hy of the Coronation Trams of Kin Levon I» (Armenian Numismatic Journal, 1, V61. I v. 19"rt!
pp. he SIng e IOn reverse possibly represents t e ransition from single lion double trams to the more
standard double lion trams issued later.

710 - (2,79g). Similar to previous but + Lbl>flt fJ-fl9-fll>flf' l,flBfl81; (Levon is King of Armenians),
between the figures letters Bfl (i.e. In the name of God) and Manus Dei emanating from heaven; be-
low, a pellet (or orb?). Rv. + 4flf'fl1fll>fJ-Pt flUSI
CCA 82 var. rare and very fine 150.-

For different varieties and die combinations of obverse and reverse types, see P. Bedoukian in Handes Amsorya
XC, 1976 pp. 421-440.

711 - (2,95g). Similar to previous but rev. + 4flf'fl1flf>.fJ-Pt flU"
Variety of legend not in CCA very fine 150.~

712 - (2,90g). Similar to previous but + LtJf>.flt fJ-fl9-flf>.flf'l,flBfl8" Rays emanating from sphe-
re of heaven; field mark above king's shoulder. Rv. + 4flf'fl1flf>.fJ-Pt flUS"
CCA 83 rare, very fine or better 175.-

It;' -,- (2,9Ig). Similar to previous but rev. as no. 711
(' \. 84 vaL

$
150.-very fine

1;"--' (2,87g). Similar to previous but inscription as on no. 712 and in field six-pointed star below; letter
,; Rv. as ; '), 709 hut variety of cross.

L\ 85 rare and ver y fine 150.-

,.,. ' ;s). Similar to previous but I- Ll;f>.flt fJ-fl9-flf>.flf' l,flBI; in field letter BonJy.
C. :0" R" var, ran' ,ond nearly extremely fine 175,,-
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(AND) / ~.' (UNITY)

NA.UMOJAf
;People-~at CSUF
VVorkingtoIDlprove
Race Relations

Professor Kouymjian
Director of Armenian Studies:
Outstanding Scholar; Actively working to improve ethnic understanding between
black and Armenian Students
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Armenian Studies Program
Featured, On Voice Of America

(Editor's Note: The following
was broadcast in Armenian by
The Voice of America on its In-

, ,ternational Division in July 1985
,to listeners inthe Middle East and
the Soviet Union.)

* * *
FRESNO - Armenian

language has been taught for 15
years at California State Univer-
sity, Fresno. Yet it has been
only eight years since a perma-
nent Armenian Studies Program
was established there. Today,
somewhere between 60 and 125
students take Armenian Studies
classes each semester at Califor-
nia State University, Fresno.

For the fall semester the
following courses will be offered:
(History 108A) Armenian
History From Ancient Frimes to
the Mongal Invasion, based on
Armenian, Assyrian, Iranian,
Roman Byzantine, Arab and
Turkish sources; (Armenian
Studies 10) "Introduction to
Armenian Studies, a general
survey of Armenian history,
geography, as well as the phases
of development of Armenian
literature and culture . . .

(Armenian Studies SOT) "Life
and .Writing of William
Saroyan," a survey of the literary
career of the famous Armenian-
American author, analyzing his
plays, novels, short-stories' and
memoirs;

(Armenian Studies 120T)
Armenian Experience through
Film, presents films on Armenia
and the Armenians, especially
those produced by Armenian
directors such as Rouben

Mamoulian, Sergei Paradjanov,
Sarafian and Avakian.

(Armenian Studies 120T)
"History of the Armenian
Church," considers foundations
of the independent Armenian na-
tional church, its doctrinal posi-
tions within Christianity, its in-
fluence on Armenian national
life, as well as the influence of the
Armenian Church on world /
religions;

(Armenian Studies 120T)
"Modern Armenian Political
Movements," an examination of
recent Armenian political tur-
moil, the Armenian cause, and its
purpose, as well as the relation-
ship of that turmoil to the Arme-
nian Question; "Elementary and
Intermediate Armenian
Language, " studies grammar and
pronounciation of Western Arme-
nian, written and oral practice
and reading and composition.

The latter subject is taught by
Professor RalphSetian, who has
taught at the Unive'rsity of Pen-
nyslvania, the University of Alep-
po, American University, Beurit,
Columbia, and UCLA.

He has also taught Armenian
literature in institutions of higher
learning in America and the Mid-
dle East. Professor Setian receiv-
ed his education at New York's
Columbia University, G*l.ro
University and the Sorbonne. _

Th~other courses are taught "
by Dr. Dickran Kouymjian,
who is at the same time the coor-
dinator of the Armenian Studies
Program at CSUF. Dr. Kouym-
jian, considered among the best
Saroyan experts, is presently
preparing a study of Saroyan.
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Turks React To Arfn. Festival
In Alnsterdam

ISTANBUL. Tu:rkey- The Armenian Festival
of Amsterdam, Holland, held last month, emerged as
a forum of anti-Turkish propaganda, the Turkish
press charged in recent weeks.

Papers asserted that the festival, rather than
being an Armenian cultural activity, turned into an
anti-Turkish propaganda campaign with a number of
Dutch politicians taking advantage to air out their
dislike of Turkey.

One Istanbul daily reported that anti-Turkish
propaganda was carried out during the discussion of
events of World War I and during the analysis of the
status of minorities presently living in Turkey. A
significant aspect of accusations levelled against Tur-
key was efforts on the part of certain participants to
look for arguments that justified Armenian terrorism
directed at Turkish diplomats and targets throughout
the world.

The Turkish press noted that some 180,000
Turks, mostly laborers, live in Holland and could not
understand why Dutch politicians would side with a
tiny Armenian minority that is no more than 3,500
strong. ,.,
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Dickran Kouymjian
Participates In
Amsterdam Festival

AMSTERDAM - An all day
symposium, "The Armepians in
the Diaspora: Identity and
Assimilation," was organized
and coordinated by Profess Jos
Weitenberg of the University of
Leiden and moderated by Dr. P.
J. A. Idenburg of the Research
Institute of Oppressed People in
Amsterdam, Holland, Oct.
16-30. -

Dutch and invited Armenian
scholars approached various
aspects of the problem with
special focus on the 3,500 Arme-
nians now settled in Holland,
most of them ne,wcomers from
Turkey.

The only American participant
was Dr. Dickran Kouymjian,
director of the Armenian Studies
Program at California State
University, Fresno, who
presented a paper entitled "The
Armenians: National Survival in
the Diaspora." Other foreign
scholars included Rev. Father
Levon Zekiyan from the Univer-
sity of Venice

An original exhibition-festival
poster by artists Krikor Mondjian
was displayed on every street cor-
ner of the city. Among perform-
ing artists was the Ensemble de
Musique Armenienne, a Parisian
based group which will lour the
U.S. again this spring, the Sipan-
Gomidas Choir of Paris, and the
Navasart folk dance troupe.
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Fresno State Represented at
Armenian Festival in Amsterdam

Last month, October 16 to
30,. the Dutch held their first
ever Armenian Festival' in
Amsterdam. It was organized
by the city with Armenian com·
munity help. The main ac··
tivities, including exhibitions,
a scholarly conference, and
various concerts were held on
the weekend of October 25 to
28.

An all day symposium, "The
Armenians in the Diaspora:
Identity and Assimilation,"
was organized and coor·
dinated by Professor Jos
Weintenberg of the University
of Leiden and moderated by
Dr. P.JA Idenburg of the
Research Institute of Oppress·
ed People in Amsterdam.
Dutch and invited Armenian
scholars approached various
aspects of the problem with
special focus on the 3,500
Armenians now settled in
Holland, most of them new
comers from Turkey.

The only American partici·
pant was Dr. Dickran Kouym-
jian, Director of the Armenian
Studies Program at California
State University, Fresno, who
presented a paper entitled
"The Armenians: National Sur-
vivai in the Diaspora." Other
foreign scholars included Fr.
LevonZekiyan from the Univer-
sity of Venice and the
Academy ·of San Lazzaro.

An original exhibition-
festival poster by artists Krikor
Momdjian was displayed on
every street corner of the city.
Among performing artists was
the Ensemble de Musique

Armenienne, a Paris·based
group which will tour the U.S.
again this spring, the Sipan·
Gomidas choir of Paris, and
the Navasart Folk Dance
Group. There was also an hour
and a half dramatic recitation
of the Armenian folk epic
David of Sassoun by the
famous Dutch actor Peter van
der Linden,
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-------/-----'Editorials - -, - ..
Turkey 8'nd· Fresno State
The siege mentality of the Turkish govern-

ment on the subject of the massacres of
Armenians during World War I was retailed
faithfully in an article about Fresno State
University in a ,mass-circulation Istanbul
newspaper.

The article, as reported in The Bee, ac- .
cused Gov, Deukmejian of "infroducingAr-
menian terrorism in universities," Exhibit A
was Fresno State's Armenian studies pro-
gram, in which Professor Dickran
K6uymjian, according to the Turltish news-
paper, "speaks about Armenian rights and
tri~s to justify the murder of Turkish diplo-

- mats by Armenian terrorist organizations,"
_There was more, all of it unfair and distort-
: ed.

.The question was raised whether The Bee
should have carried news about such a men-
dacious article, thereby perhaps enhancing
its impact. However, the report, carried in
Turkey's largest daily, is worth review and
comment for two reasons:

First, it gives discouraging proof of the
lasting power of the official Turkish line on

. the massacres - the revisionist history that
r~ects the whole idea that calculated massa-
cres' occurred, and claims that efforts by
Armenians around the world to keep the
memory green are provocative and vengeful.

It's the same defensive tic that the U.S.
State Department panders to by opposing
attempts to memorialize the massacres by
congressional resolution.

The rationale is that we shouldn't ruffle
our Turkish allies by reminding them of an
unpleasant episode from that nation's past.
This official Turkish failure to acknowledge
what is demonstrably true compounds the
anguish of those who remember, and their
descendants, .

The acts of a murderous few who invoke
the grievances of Armenians give the Turk-
ish government an excuse for claiming that
all references to the massacres and the need
for remembrance just give terror a protective
cloak.

That a major organ of Turkish news and
opinion is singling out Fresno State while
peddling this line is disheartening and outra-
geous, but it's worth knowing about.

Which brings up the second point. The
newspaper's accusation underlines how the
terrorist fringe holds Armenians hostage. All
but a handful reject violence unequivocally;
they just want the redress of remembrance.
Yet the chance of Turkey's setting the record
straight, slight. as it may be, is diminished
further each time the killers kill and Turkish
paranoia grows.

So what are Armenians in the diaspora to-
do? They can't be immobilized by the terror;
they can't retreat to muteness about the
need for remembrance; Academics like
Kouymjian should not be intimidated: They
have a right to explore all aspects of Arme-
nian-Turkish relations, including the roots of
violence, '

The only response is to continue to call for
what's right -'- but at the same time to con-
demn violence clearly and repeatedly and to
isolate the killers in every way possible.
Some members of the Armenian community
find this insulting and gratuitous: Why
should they have to keep declaring that good
ends don't justify violent means?

It's hard to answer tl}at. But it's one of the
pernicious effects of terrorism - good peo-
ple who may share some of the terrorists'
stated goals have Jo ,keep taking their dis-
tance from any evil that is, done to achieve
those goals.
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'Jurks charge ,Duke,
FSU with terrorism
By JIM STEINBERG
;Bee staff writer

/' A mass circulation Turkish news·
paper has accused Gov. Deukme-

" jian and Fresno State UniverSityof
I.,: encouraging Armenian terrorism
""and violence against Turks.

The article in Hurriyet of Istan-
~ul, the largest daily Turkish news-
paper, was reprinted in a second
Turkish newspaper, the Armenian-
language Marmara, on Sept. 30.
""California's Armenian Gov.
George Deukmejian, who has al-
most turned his state into 'Arme-
nia,' has also now succeeded in in·

"troducing Armenian terrorism in

universities, where crime-is encour-
aged from the lectern," the story
began.

It singled-out Fresno S,tate as be-
ginning "to teach courses which
concern acts of Armenian violence."
The article named Professor Dick·
ran Kouymjian, head of the FSU
,Armenian studies program.

It said that Kouymjian "explains
to his students the purposes of Ar-
menian terrorist organizations such
as '" the Armenian Secret Army
for the Liberation of Armenia, the
Justice Commandos for the Arme-
nian Genocide, the Armenian Revo-

See Turks, Page 83
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.Turks

. Continued from Page 81

lutionary Army, etc.
"During these courses he speaks

about Armenian rights and tries to
justify the murder of Turkish diplo-

·;mats by Armenian terrorist organi-
'zations. Those students who partici-
pate in these courses receive good

"grades for the winter semester at
the university and succeed in secur-
ing advantages."

.' The article spurred unequivocal
~condemnation from Deukmejian's
.'press office as well as from Marvin
Baxter of Fresno, the governor's ap-

, pointments secretary, and from,Ko-
uymjian. They called 'the article's
charges untrue and absurd.

"The article is totally false and is
so outrageous that no fair-minded
person will believe it," said Kevin
Bret:t, Deukmejian's deputy press
secretary. "Neither the governor
nor the university support any form
of terrorism and have in fact con-
demned all terrorism on many occa--sian!.:" '-" - .. .-.

Baxter,an American of.Armenian
descent, said of the Turkish article,
"I don't even think it is worthy of

, comment. It is ridiculous ... It goes
without saying that it is absurd.

"If ever anybody in government
stood for law and order and against
terrorism it is George Deukmejian. I
am disappointed that you would
even give the article the respect of
replying to it."

Deukmejian has appointed sever-
al Fresno County people to major
administration positions, Baxter
said, including a number of Fresno
Armenians. Baxter did not have the
exact number.

Kouymjian knew of the article
and in fact had it sent to, a list of
people not including The Bee. He
said he preferred letting the Turkish
article "rest" instead of responding
to it and unintentionally adding to
any impact it might have.

"This is libel, distortion, iritimida-
tiori, the worst kind of thing that
can. go on, the worst tradition of
yellow journalism," he said.

Kouymjian said the Turkish gov-
ernment, which fails to acknowl-
edge the massacre of about 1.5 mil- .
lion Armenians around the time of
World War I, doggedly works to
distort history "and make Arme-
nians look bad."

He ,said that news organizations
get "sucked in" by Turkish charges,
which are merely diversionary tac-
tics to deflect criticism of that gov-
ernment's position on the Armenian

. massacres. "
He pointed to irrefutable docu-

mentary proof of the massacres.
Tl)e article comes at a time of

declining Armenian group terror-
ism.

"There has been nothing this
year, thank God," Kouymjian said.

He called the claim that he at-
tempts to justify murder of Turkish
diplomats "a direct lie. 1 criticize
violence and say it is a useless act
. .. The ends do not justify the
means because the means you use
affect the ends."

He said that any student would
dispute the article's implication that
his students automatically receive
good grades or·"advantages."

Kouymjian traced the Turkish
news article to Hurriyet's corre-
spondent in Los Angeles. He said _
the Turkish press monitors Arme- '
nian-language newspapers, includ-
ing several in California. News of a
Saturday course he taught at Fres-
no State was published in Arme-
nian newspapers.

The Turkish news article appar-
ently responded to that news but
distorted. the nature of the course,
Kouymjian said.

The course that was condemned
in the article dealt with the past.1O
years of Armenian-Turkish rela-
tions "in light of the 70th ahmversa-
I'Y-,ofthe Armeniat:l,genoiide., and
the rise of Armenian militants," K6:
uymjian said.
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Deukmejian, FSW Charged
Of Encouraging Terrorism

By Jim Steinberg
FRESNO - A mass circula-

tion Turkish newspaper has ac-
cued Gov. George Deukmej ian
and Fresno State University of
encouraging Armenian terrorism
and violenc~ against Turks.

The article in Hurriyet of Istan-
bul, the la~gest daily Turkish
newspaper, was reprinted in a se-
cond Turkish newspaper, the
Armenian-language Marmara, on
Sept. 30.

"California's Armenian
Gov. Deukmejian, who has
almost turTjed his state into
'Armenia,' h,asalso nQw succeed-
ed in introducing Armenian ter-
rorism in universities, where
crime is encouraged fro,m the
lectern," the story began.

It singled out Fresno State as
beginning "to teach courses
which concern acts of Armenian
violence." The article named
Professor Dickran Kouymjian,
head of the FSU Armenian
studies program.

It said that Kouymjian "ex-
plains to his students the purposes
of .Armenian terrorist organiza-
tions such as . . . the Armenian
Secret Army for the Liberation of
Armenia, the Justice Commandos
for the Armenian Genocide, the
Armenian Revolutionary Army,
etc.
. "Quring .J~se courses he
speaks about Armenian rights and

DICKRAN KOUYMJIAN

tries to justify the murder of
Turkish diplomats by Armenian
terrorist organizations. These

(Continued on page 14)
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FSU Charged Of Promoting Terrorism
(Continued from page I)
students who participate in these
courses receive good grades for
the winter semester at the univer-
sity and succeed in securing
advantages. ,,' ,

The article spurred unequivoca(
condemnation from Deukme-
jian's press office as well as from
Marvin Baxter of Fresno, the
governor's appointment
secretary, and from Kouymjian.
They called the article's charges
untrue and absurd.

"The article is totally false and
is so outrageous that no fair-
minded person will believe it,"
said Kevin Brett, Deukmejian's
press secretary. "Neither the
governor nor the university sup-
port any form of terrorism and
have in fact condemned all ter-

rorism on many occasions."
Baxter, an American of Arme-

nian descent, said of the Turkish
article, "I don't even think it is
worthy of comment. It is
ridiculous . . . it goes without
saying that it is absurd.

"If ever anybody in govern-
ment stood for law and order and
against terrorism it is George
Deukmejian. I am disappointed
that you would even give the ar-
ticle the respect of replying to it. "

Kouymjian knew of the article
and in fact had it sent to a list of
people not including The Fresno
Bee. He said he preferred letting
the Turkish article "rest" instead
of responding to it and uninten-
tionally adding to any impact it
might have.

"This is libel, distortion, in-

timidation, the worst kind of
thing that can go on, the worst
tradition of yellow journalism,"
he said.

Kouymjian said the Turkish
government; which fails to
acknowledge the massacre of
about 1.5 million Armenians
around the time of World War I,
doggedly works to distort history
"and make Armenians look
bad."

He said that news organizations
get "sucked in" by Turkish
charges, which are merely diver-
sionary tactics to deflect criticism
of that government's position on
the Armenian massacres.

He pointed to irrefutable
documentary proof of the
massacres.

The articles comes at a time of
declining Armenian group
terrorism.

"There has been nothing this
year, thank God," Kouymjian
said.

He called the claim that he at-
tempts to justify murder 01
Turkish diplomats "a direct lie.
I criticize violence and say it is
a useless act ... The ends do not
justify the means because the
means you use affect the ends."

Kouymjian traced the Turkish
news article to Hurriyet's cor-
respondent in Los Angeles. He
said. the Turkish press monitors
Armenian-language newspapers,
including several in California.
News" of a Saturday course fie
taught at Fresno State was
published in Armenian
newspapers.

The Turkish news article ap-
parently responded to that news
but distorted the nature of the
course, Kouymjian said.

The course that was condemn-
ed in the article dealt with the past
10 years of Armenian-Turkish
relations "in light of the 70th an-
niversary of the Armenian
genocide and the rise of Arme~
nian militants," Kouymjian said.

-Fresno Bee


