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the west coast, General DeWitt, on_1o March, established a Civil Affairs
Division in his general staff, and, on the following day, a Wartime Civil
Control Administration to act as his operations agency for cartying out the
Wt Mr. McCloy's urging, and with General Marshall’s
approval, Colonel Bendetsen was formally transferred from the War De-

—————————————

partment staff and made chief of both agencies.®® These agencies and the
merovided the administrative means for handling
a controlled rather than voluntary evacuation.

By early March the Army had selected two sites—one in the Owens
Valley of California and the other along the Colorado River in Arizona—
Tor relocating as many as 20,000 tO 30,000 Japanese who could not
or would not locate anywhere else.”” When, by mid-March, most of the
interior states west of the Mississippi River had made it known officially that
they would not permit free settlement of citizen or alien Japanese within
their borders, it became obvious that if the Japanese were to be evacuated
en masse they would have to be put in government-operated camps under
armed guard. On 21 March (the same day that President Roosevelt signed
the enforcement act) Co]__aru_:g—_f_ly;gen recommended the termination of
voluntary migragior y migration, and Four days later General DeWitt and M Eisen-
hower agreed that it would have to end. In consequence, General DeWitt
stopped voluntary migration on 29 March and prepared to carry out a pro-
gram of enforced evacuation, initially to Army-operated _assembly centers.
The large-scale movement of Japanese under Army supervision actually
began on a voluntary basis from the Los Angeles area on 21 March; after
the end of March all evacuations (beginning with Bainbridge Island) were
compulsory.®® Until a meeting with the governors and other officials of the
intermountain states at Salt Lake City on 7 April, the War Relocation Au-
thority continued to hope that it could arrange the free settlement of a sub-
stantial number of the evacuated Japanese in the interior. But the intransi-

about the arrangements for supervision from Washington, which in part was due to the imminent
transfer of responsibilities under the impending general reorganization of Army headquarters.
After the reorganization of 9 March the Washington military staff agencies almost disappear from
the picture, except for the planning and direction of construction by the Corps of Engineers with
staff supervision by the Services of Supply.

86 War Department, Final Report, p. 41; Memo, ASGS for CofS, 11 Mar 42, OCS Conf,
Binder 34; Ltr, SW to Prof. William E. Hocking, 16 Mar 42, SW file, Aliens. Coincidentally
with his new assignments, Colonel Bendetsen was promoted to the rank of full colonel.

87 Ltr, SW to Secy Interior, 13 Mar 42, and related papers, ASW o14.311 EAWC; Memo,
Gen Gullion for Maj Gen Brehon B. Somervell, 26 Mar 42, PMG o14.311 Gen P/W.

88 The Army had nothing directly to do with the first compulsory evacuation from Terminal
Island, executed by the Navy in late February 1942. See Hist of WDC, I, ch. 4, 8-9.
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