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Hr. William r: nn do l ph H 0f1.rs t . 
137 Riverside Drive , 
I ew York Ci t y, J . Y. 

De a r :Mr. Hears t: 

Your letter in rega rd to changin ~ 
the roo:s of t be h o u8es arr ive d Sl')Yer <i l <inys 
ago . 

I ha ve heen thinKi ng into the de ­
tail , and havo had tho best pr a ctica l lnfo:F­
mat i on obt ~ inable here. If the cei l in~ ~ 
we re not t i ed wi. t h v6pe . of .fibre and ;;iy:psurn 
t .o the ro of joists a nd trus s e8 . . (follm>Jing 
old world pr a ctice), it would be a simple 
matter to t &ke of-:' the r oofs . ha.vo t he i ron 
trus s es, etc . read y , a nd re-roof, a l though 
at grout ri sk of we tt ing tho ceil in cl'S i n 
pour in '?' the concrete roof Al Rbs . As 1 t is, 
t he wo oden joists . e tc. cannot be t ~~en out 
and repl aced without wrecki ng tho ceilin~s 
t o gr eu L .r or lean cx t2nt. 

'.::he r () of s l :1.lJ of c oncr-eto wru1 d 
be more fireproof but little more water­
proof than tho bo:-.;, rd8 , faS b,,..qjj,'1. .,dp nond on 
the asphalt nnd f"elt or ma ~ mo pped on 
cover lng , fo r wa te rpr oofness , t he tile only 
be i ng a help in either ca se and no t de ~ond ­
ab l e . 

I will ha vo k] l re a dy by snmmer 
and make the ef fo rt to chH 1ge to iron aJ1d 
conorete i f yc,u t h i n:-: b es t , b1 t ns a much 
less dan~c rous alternative , would it not 
me e t tlll d ~n ~e r ~ro ~ s t cr~s , if t he presen t 
tile were t a ken off , the roofs covered wi th 
thr oe or f o:lr more ply of a t=rphalt und. mal ­
thoi d very carefully nut on , tho whol a rc­
covnred with s~ceiul ly made he ~vi er t i le , 
cemented on. .:. h e p resent fr aming i s suf­
ficie nt to cn~r y thi s ext r a load--and a 
cert a i n amount of' ext r a br a ci n~ coul d bo 
done l:o r good mec.snro . So fo. r as I Cb. fl see 



Mr. W. R . Heurs t , 
l~a r c h 6 , 19 2 2 . 
Shee t ~•2 . 

or lo ~r n , there has been no roof lea ks in 
nny of the house s . ~here was an extr a l ay­
er (over t h e ordinary pr ac t ice) of roofing 
put on i n the s t ~rt . The fl ying tile a re 
dange rous a nd mi 2ht do regrett abl e d'ima~e , 
e.s ide from the tro ub e and cos t o·r replac­
ing even a few ea ch winter. 

The only variety o f sash tha t 
p.oe i t i vely have not l eaked at a l l a.r e t ho 
roversibl e wooden s nsh in th o b~t windo ws , 
a nd th e l ittl e openiw ou t ~ash i n the 
t owers of c. Lot s o f -windows have nover 
le a ked, but sane o f each of a ll the other 
k inds ho.vo . 

As a lways 

Youra ·vory truly , 


