March 6, 1922,

lir, William Randolph Hearst,
137 Riverside Drive,
Hew York City, N. Y.

Dear Nr. Hearst:

Your letter in regard to changing
the roofs of the houses arrived several days
ag0.

I have heen thinking into the de-
tail, and have had tho best practical infor-
mation obtainable here. If the ceilings

wera not tied with %pes of fibre and gypsum

to the roof Jjoists and trusses, (following
0ld world practice), it weuld be a simple
matter to take off the roofs, have the iron
trusses, ete., ready, and re-roof, althouzh
at great risk of wetting the ceilings in
pouring the concrete roof slabs. A4s it is,
the wooden jolists, etc. cannot be taken out
and replaced without wrecking the ceilings
to greater or less extant.

The roof =1ab of concrete would
be more fireprocof but little more water-
proof than the bLoards, as bo%? ﬁénend on
the asphalt and felt or ma mopped on
covering, for waterproofness, the tile only
being a help in either case and not depcond-
able.

I will have all ready by summer
and make the effort to chanze to iron and
concrete if you think best, but as & much
less dangerous alternative, would it not
meet all dsnger Crom storms, 1if the present
tile were taken off, the roofs covered with
three or four more ply of asphalt and mal-
thoid very carefully put on, the whole re-
covered with specially made heavier tile,
cemented on. The present framing is suf-
ficient to carry this extra load--and &
certain amount of extra bracing could be
done for gzood mezsure. o far as I can see
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or learn, there has been no roof leaks in
any of the houses. There was an extra lay-
er (over the ordinary practice) of roofing
put on in the start., The flying tile are
dangerous and might do regrettable dsmege,
aside from the troubles and cost of replac-
ing even & few each winter.

The only variety of sash that
positively have not leaked at all are the
reversible woecden sash in the bp@ windows,
and the litile opening out sash “in the
towers of C. Lots of windows have never
lezked, but some of each of a1l the other
kinds have.

As always

Yours ‘very truly,

Jil-dell



