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UHye Sharzhoom" Starts

Seventh Year of Publication
FRESNO - The first issue of

·ihe seventh x:ear of Hye Shar-
zhoom/ Armenian Action, the of-
ficial newspaper of the Califor-
nia State University, Fresno Ar-
menian Studies Program and Ar-
menian Students Organization, is
now being distributed national-
ly and internationally. Hye Shar-
zhoom has a readership of over
6,000 families throughout the
United States, Canada, Europe
and South America as well as
in Soviet Armenia and the Mid-
dle East.

The lead story of the Novem-
ber issue is about the construc-
tion of the new Leon S. Peters
Business Building on the CSU
Fresno campus, which will also
house the proposed Center for
Armenian Studies.

Highlights from the paper
include original poems by James
C.Baloian, noted native Fresno
poet. A map of Fresno's pre-
World War II Little Armenia
drawn by Elish Shekoyan co-
vers the centerpages of Hye
Sharzhoom. Mark Malkasian's
vignettes enrich the map with

their desciption of Fresno Ar-
menians from the 1880s to the
present.

An essay by Barlow Der Mu-.
grdechian depicts his trip to the
Middle East and the Holy Land.
The essay is one Armenian's
search for Armenian community
and roots. Accompanying the ar-
ticle is an application for a study
trip entitled '~Jerusalem 1986"
sponsored by the CSU Fresno

.Armenian Studies Program and
the Armenian Students Organi-
zation.

Interviews with visitors to the
Armenian Studies Program, ASO
activities and Armenian Studies
Program courses round out this
issue of Hye Sharzhoom.

Hye Sharzhoom/ Armenian
Action is the only student news-
paper in the United States. The
paper is sent free. All interested
persons can send their addresses,
if possible typed on self-adhesive
labels, to: Armenian Studies
Program, California State Uni-
versity, Fresno, Fresno, CA
93740.
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IIHye Sharzhoom" Fresno State's
Armenian Student's Newspaper

Begins Seventh Year

FRESNO, CA- The first issu-e
of the seventh year of Hye
Sharzhoom/Armenian Action,
the official newspaper of the
California State University,
Fresno Armenian Stuqies Pro-
gram -and Armenian Students
Organization, is· now being·
distributed nationally and in-
ternationally. Hye Sharzhoom
has a readership ot-over 6,000
families throughout the United
States, Canada, Europe and
South America as well as in
Soviet Armenia and the Middle
East. .

The lead story of the
November issue is about the
construction of the new Leon
S. Peters Business Building on
the CSU Fresno campus,
which'will also house the pro-
posed Center for Armenian
Studies. . .

Highlights from the. paper
include original poems by
James C. Baloian, noted
native Fresno poet. A map of
Fresno's pre-World War II Lit-
tle Armenia drawn c by Elish
Shekoyan covers the center-
pages of Hye Sharzhoom.
Mark Malkasian's vignettes
enrich the map with their

description of Fresno Arme-
nians frorn the 1880's to the
present.

An essay by Barlqw Der
Mugrdechian .depicts his trip
to the Middle East and the Ho-
iy Land. The essay is one
Armenian's. search for Arme-
nian community and roots. Ac-
companying the article is an
applicarion for a study trip en-
titled "Jerusalem 1986" spon-
sored by the CSU .Fresno
Armenian Studies. Program
and the Armenian Students
Organization.

Interviews with visitors to
the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, ASO activities and
Armenian Studies Program
courses round out this issue
of Hye Sharzhoom.

Hye Sharzhoom/Armenian
Action is the only Armenian
student newspaper in the
United States. The paper is
sent free. All interested per-
sons can send their ad-
dresses, if possible typed on
self-adhesive labels, to Arme-
nian Studies Program, Califor-
nia State University, Fresno,
California, 92740.

-Hye S'harzhoom
. News Service
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FR~SNO, CALIFORNIA

Armenian Studies To Be Housed- -
In _~eQnP~ter:s Building

Ground breaking for the latest
addition to the California State
University - Fresno campus,
the Leon S. Peters Business
Building, is expected to take
place as scheduled in early
1986. Completion of the
$13,0'00,000 project is set for·
mid-1988. It is the first major
addition to the University's
master plan.in a decade.

The complex will have two
separately fullded components,
integrated in terms of construc-
tion and ultimate use. The six-
story main ~tr~c.ture will in-

elude 11 lecture rooms, 19
,teaching laboratories, graduate
.' research sp,}ce, 211 faculty of-
fices and related departmental
spaces. It will house not only
the CSUF School of Business
and Administrative Sciences,
but the School of Humaniti~s as
well. The J'rustees of ,the
California State 'Univ'ersity ap-
proved a $9,772,000 budget last
November. .

The other, smaller wing will
.be the single-story. Valley
Business Center· with two
40-seat meeting rooms, a 125

The Leon S. Peters Business Building, Fresno.
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person capacity theatre, a multi-
purpose room with computer
instruction capabilities, and a
large exhibition foyer.

The Board of Trustees in·nam-
ing what wilt become the
largest and most impressive
building on campus after the
late Leon Peters, has paid
tribute to one of Fresno's most
remarkable Armenian native
sons, a tireless worker whose
industry and modesty con-
tributed so much to the well be-
ing of the community in which
he lived.

Leon Peters was more. than-
just a successful businessman
and admire,d philanthropist; he
was committed to education, a
person who over the years serv-
ed in leadership capacities on
the University President's Ad-
visory Board, the CSUF Foun-
dation Board of Governors, as
co-chairman of the Stadium
Fund Drive, the. University's
Agricultural Foundation Board,
and the Advisory Board of the
School of Business. He,was also,
along with his. wife, Alice, a
patron of the a·rts as attested to
by the Leon and Alice Peters
Gallery in Fresno's Metropoli-
tan Museum and his position as

member of the Board 'of the'
William Saroyan Foundation.
. Leon Pet,ers took an active in-

Leon S. Peters

terest in various university pro-
grams, including Armenian
Studies not only by way of
generous contributions for the
purchase of Armenian books,
but through his counsel on the
development of the Program. It
is fitting that Armenian Studies
will be housed in the building
named after him. A suite will be
devoted to the planned Center
for Armenian Studies which
will include an Armenian
Library and Archive, a con-
ference room, director's office,
and reception-exhibit area. In
addition to the Armenian
Studies Program, the Center for
Armenian Studies will house
the Index of Armenian Art, ar-
chiva-l materials, an Armenian
reference libr'ary including a
Saroyan section, as well as pro-
viding meeting fac:ilities for the
Armenian Students Organiza-
tion andHye Sharzhoom, the of-
ficial newspaper of the Arme-
nian Program and Student
Organization.
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Fresno Bee, Dec. 17 Editorial
The siege mentality, of the Turkish government on the subject of the

massacresof Armenians during World War I was retailed faithfully in an arti-
cle about Fresno State University in a mass-circulation Istanbul newspaper.

The article, as reported in The Bee, accused Gov. Deukmejian of "introduc-
ing Armenian terrorism in universities." Exhibit A was Fresno State's Arme-·
nian studies program, in which Professor Djckran Kouymjian, according to the
Turkish newspaper, "speaks about Armenian rights and tries to justify the
murder of Turkish diplomats by Armenian terrorist organizations." There was
more, all of it unfair and distorted.

The question was raised whether The Bee should have carried news about
such a mendacious article, thereby perhaps enhancing its impact. However,
the report,carried in Turkey's largest daily, is worth review and comment for
two' reasons:

First it gives discouraging proof of the lasting power of the official Turkish
line on the massacres-the revisionist history that rejects the whole idea that
calculated massacresoccurred, and claims that efforts by Armenians around
the world to keep the memory green are provocative and vengeful.

It's the same defensive tic that the.US State Department panders to by op-
posing attempts to memorialize the massacresby congressional resolution.

The rationale is that we shouldn't ruffle our Turkish alliesby reminding them
of an unpleasantepisode from that nation's past. This official Turkish failure to
acknowledge what is demonstrably true compounds the anguish of th.osewho
remember, and their descendants.

The acts of a murderous few who invoke the grievances of Armenians give
the Turkish government an excuse for claiming that all references to the
massacresand the need for remembrance just give terror a protective cloak.

That a major organ of Turkish news and opinions is singling_out Fresno
State while peddling this line is disheartening and outrageous, but it's worth
knowing about.

Which brings up the second point. The newspaper's accusation underlines
how the terrorist fringe holds Armenians hostage. All but a handful reject
violence' unequivocally; they just want the redress of remembrance. Yet the
chance of Turkey's setting the record straight, slight as it may be, is diminish-
ed further each time the killers kill and Turkish paranoia grows.

So what are Armenians in the diaspora to do? They can't be immobilized by
the terror; they can't retreat to muteness about the need for remembrance.
Academics like Kouymjian should not be intimidated: They have a right to ex-
plore all aspects of Armeni.an-Turkish relations, including the roots of
violence.

The only response is to continue to call for what's right-but at the same
time to condemn violence clearly and repeatedly and to isolate the killers in
every way possible. Some members of the Armenian community find this in-
sulting and gratuitous: Why should they have to keep declaring that good
ends don't justify violent means?

It's hard to answer that. But it's one of the pernicious effects of terr-.
rorism-good people who may share some of the terrorist's stated goals have
to keep taking their distance from any evil that is done to achieve those goals.
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Gov. Deukmej~,~_nand F~U Accused of Encouraging Terrorism
By Jim Steinberg- . ....- - - - - - .

A mass circulation Turkish Baxter, an American of Armenian
newspaper has accused Gov. d~scent, said of the Turkish article "I
Deukmejian and Fresno State Univer- don't even think i,t is worthy of c~m-
sity of encouraging Armenian ter- me~t. It is ridiculous ... It goes without
rorism and violence against Turks. saYing that it is absurd.

The article in Hurriyet of Istanbul, "If ever anybody in. government.
the largest daily Turkish newspaper, st~od ~o~law and order against ter-
was reprinted in a second Turkish r~rrsm I~ IS George Deukmejian. I am
newspaper, the Armenian language d~sapPolnted that you would even
Marmara, on Sept. 30. glv.e:he article the respect of replying

"California's Armenian Gov. to~ --~ "
George Deukmejian, who has almost ~.-- .. r::";!~i<mejianhas appointed several
turned his state into' Armenia ~s-' t"r.8~:n~1 ~ounty people to major ad-
also now succeeded in introducing ~~;?1!2lfat,on positions, Baxter said,
Armenian terrorism in .universities .1 :~hJd.dg a number of Fresno Arme-
where crime is encourag.ed from th~' T1!3ns. Baxter did not have the exact

number.lectern," the story began. --~-- -'-- _
It singled out Fresno State as

beginning "to teach courses which
concern acts of Armenian violence."
The article named Professor Dickran
Kouymjian, head of the FSU Arme-
nian studies program.

It said that Kouymjian "explains to
his students the purposes of Arme-
nian terrorist organizations such
as... the .. rmenian Secret Army for
the Liber.'tion of Armenia, the
Justice Con,:nandos for the Arme-
nian Genocide, the Armenian Revolu-
tionary Army, etc. .

"Du·ring these courses he speaks
about Armenian rights and tries to
justify the murder of Turkish
diplomats by Armenian terrorist
organizations. Those students who
participate in these courses receive
good grades for the winter semester
at the university and succeed in
securing advantages."

The article spurred unequivocal
condemnation from Deukmejian's
press office as well as from Marvin
Baxter of Fresno, the governor's ap-
pointments secretary, and from
Kouymjian. They called the article's
charges untrue and absurd.

"The article is totally false and is so
outrageous that no fair-minded per-
son will believe it," said Kevin Brett,
Deukmejian's deputy press secretary.
"Neither the governor nor the univer-
sity support any form of terrorism and
have in fact condemned all terrorism
on many occasions."

Kouymjian knew of the article and
in fact had it sent to a list of people
not including The Bee.· He said he
preferred letting the Turkish article
"rest" instead of responding to it and
unintentionally adding to any impact
it might have.

"This is libel, distortion, intimida-
tion, the worst kind of thing that can
go on, the worst tradition of yellow
journalism," he said.

Kouymjian said the Turkish govern-
ment, which fails to acknowledge the
massacre of about 1_5 million Arme-
nians around the time of World War I,
doggedly works to distort history
"and make Armenians look bad,"

He said that news organizations
get "s\Jcked in" by Turkish charges,
which are merely diversionary tactics
to deflect criticism of that govern-
ment's position on the Armenian
masacres.

He pointed to irrefutable documen-
tary proof of the massacres.

The article comes at a time of
declining Armenian group terrorism.

"There has been nothing this year,
Thank God," Kouymjian said.

He called the claim that he at-
tempts of justify murder of Turkish
diplomats "a direct lie. I criticize
violence and say it is a useless
act ... The ends do not justify the
means because the means you use
affect the ends."

He said that any student would
dispute the article's implication that
his students automatically receive
good grades or "advantages."

Kouymjian traceo iheiurkish news
article to Hurriyet's correspondent in
Los Angeles. He said the Turkish
press monitors Armenian-language
newspapers, including several in
California. News of a Saturday
course he taught was published in
Armenian newspapers.

The TUrkish news article apparent-
ly responded to that news but
distorted the nature of the course,
Kouymjian said.

The course that was condemned in
the article deatt with the past 10 years
of Armenian-Turkish relations "in
light of the 70th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide and the rise of
Armenian militants," Kouymjian said.
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Armenian Studies Program and
ASO Pledge $5,000 for Building

FRESNO - The Armenian
Studies Program and Armenian
Students Organization of Califor.
nia State Ul1iversity, Fresno have
made an initial pledge of $5,000
towards the construction of the
new Leon S. Peters Business
Building which will house the
planned Center fpr Armenian
Studies on the CSUF campus.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Co·
ordinator of the Armenian
Sfudies Program and program
lecturer Barlow Der Mugrdech-
ian joined with Armenian Stu-
dents Organization President Da·
vid Gabrielian in announcing the
contribution to the Peters Busi·
ness Building, demonstrating the
support of both faculty and stu·
dents for the project.

In addition to the declara·
tion, this first step in fund-rais-
ing, the ASP and ASO are ac-
tively seeking the pledges of
other Armenians who will

contribute to the university and
by so doing pay tribute to one
of Fresno's remarkable Armen·
ian native sons, the late Leon S.
Peters, a tireless worker and mo-
dest philanthropist.

The fund drive for the Leon
S. Peters Business Building is be-

.ing conducted through the
CSUF office of Development.
The Armenian Studies Program
faculty and. students are par·
ticipating in the campaign with
their initial pledge and their
effort,S to enlist other Armen·
ians. The deadline for the pledge
drive is December 31, 1985,
however pledges are payable
over three years, until April
1988.

For further information con-
tact CSUF office of Develop.
ment, Dick Francois, Director,
121 Thomas Administration
Building, Fresno, CA 93740,
tel. (209) 294-4036.
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Rye Sharzhoom~'
·The Only Arm. Student

. Newspaper
The first issue of the seventh year of Rye Shar-

zhooml Armenian Action, the official newspaper of
the Qalifornia State Universit'y, Fresno Armenian
Studies Program and Armenian Students Organiza-
tion, is now being distributed nationally and interna-
tionally.· Rye Shar~hoom has a readership of over
6,000 families throughout the United States, Canada,
Europe'and South America, as well as in Soviet Ar-
menia and the Middle East. ..

. The lead story of the November issue is about
the construction of the new LeonS. Peters Business
Building on the CSUFresno campus, which will also
house the pr.oposed Center for Armenian Studies.

Highlights from' t~e paper in.elude· original·
poems by James C. Baloian, noted native Fresno
poet. A map of Fresno's pre-World War II Little
Armenia, drawn by Elish Shekoyan, covers the cen-
terpages of Rye Sharzhoom .. Mark Ma'lkasian's vig-
nettes enrich the map with their description of Fresn0 .
Armenians from the 1880's to.the present.

An essay ·by BarlowDer Mugrdechian depicts
his trip to the Middle East and the "Holy Land. The
essay is one. Armenian's search for. Armenian com-
munity and roots.. Accompanying the artiele is an
application for a ~study' trip entitled "Jerusalem
1986," sponsored by the CSU Fresno Armenian
Studies Program and the Armenian Students Organi-
zation.

Interviews with visitors to the Armenian Studies
Program, ASO activities and Armenian Studies Pro-
gnim courses round out this issue of Rye Sharzhoom.

Rye Sharzhooml Armenian Action is the only
student newspaper in the United States. The paper is
sent free. AU interested persons can send their ad-
dresses, if possible typed on self-adhesive labels, to:

Armenian Studies Program,
California State University, Fresno,
Fresno,
California, 93740.
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Fresno Bee Griti-cizesTurks'
'Unfair, Distorted '. Article

FRESNO - The Fresno Bee
published an editorial- on Dec. 17
qiticizing a Turkish newspaper's
iilflammatory ~tatements regar-
ding a course' offered by Prof.
Dickran Kouymjian at Fresno
State University.

The Bee had earlier carried a
news item on this issue, which
was reprinted in the California
Courier's Dec. 19 edition. Ex-
cerpts of the Bee. editorial are
reprinted below:

The siege mentality of the

Turkish government on the sub-
ject of the massacres of Arme-
nians during World War I was
retailed faithfully in an article
about Fresno State University in
a mass-circulation Istanbul
newspaper.

The article, as reported in the
Bee, accused Gov. Deukmejian
of "introducing Armenian ter-
rorism in universities." Exhibit A
was Fresno State's Armenian
studies program, in which Pro-
fessor Dickran Kouymjian, ac-
cording to the Turkish
newspaper, "speaks about Arme-
nian rights and tries to justify the
murder of Turkish diplomats by
Armenian terrorist organiza-
tions." There was·more, all of it
unfair and distorted.

The question was raised
whether the Bee should have car-
ried news about such a men-
dacious article, thereby perhaps
enhancing its impact. However,
the report, carried in Turkey's
largest daily, is worth review and
comment for two reasons:

First, it gives discouraging pro-
of of the lasting power of the of-
ficial Turkish line on the
massacres - the revisionist
history that rejects the whole idea
that calculated massacres occur-
red, and claims that efforts by
Armenians around the world to
keep, the memory green are pro-
vocative and vengeful.

It's the same defensive tic that
the U. S. State Department
panders to by opposing attempts
to memoralize the massacres by
congression~l resolution.

The rationale is that we
shouldn't ruffle our Turkish allies
by reminding them of an unplea-
sant episode from that nation's
past. This official Turkish failure
to acknowledge what is
demonstably true compounds the
anguish of those who remember,
and their descendants . . .
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CSUF .Armenians Pledge
$5,000 To Peters Building

FRESNO - The Armenian
Studies P~ogram and the Arme-
nian Students Organization of
California State University of
Fresno made an initial pledge of
$5,000 towards the construction
of a new Leon S. Peters Business
Building, which will have the
planned center of Armenian
Studies-on the CSUF campus.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, coor-
dinator of the Armenian Studies
Program and program lecturer
Barlow Der Mugrdechian joined
with Armenian Studies Students
Organization president David
Gabrielian in announcing the con-
tribution to the Peters Business
Building demonstrating the sup-
port of the faculty and students
for the project.

The APS and ASO are also
seeking the pledges of other
Armenians who will contribute to
the university and thereby pay
tribute to one of Fresno's
remarkable Armenian native
sons, the late Leon S. Peters. The
fund drive for the Leon S. Peters
Building is being conducted
through the CSUF Office of
Development.

The deadline for the pledge
drive is Dec. 31, however,

pledges are payable over three
years until April 1988. For fur-
ther information, contact the
CSUF Office of Development,
Dick Francois, Director, 121
Thomas Administration Building,
Fresno, Ca. 93740, call (209)
294-4036 or the Armenian
Studies Program, (209)
294-2669.
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Student Newspaper
Com pletes 7th Year

FRESNO - The first' issue of
the seventh year of "Hye Shar-
zhooml Armenian Action," the
official newspaper of the Califor-
nia State University, Fresno
Armenian Studies Program and
Armenian Students Organization,
is now being mailed to 6,000
homes.

"Hye Sharzhooml Armenian
Action" is the only Armenian
Student newspaper in the United
States. The paper is sent free.
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Armenian Groups at CSU, Fresno, ~Iedge
Funds- for New leon S. Peters Building
FRESNO, Calif. - The Armen-

;ian Studie.s Program 'and
Armenian Students Organiza-
tion of California State Univer-
sity, Fresno, have made an initial
pi!'ldge of $5,000 towards the
construction of the new Leon S.
Peters Business Building which
will house the planned Center
for Armenian Studies on the
CSUcampus.

Dr. Dickran Kouynijian, Coor-
dinator of the Armenian Studies.
Program, and program lecturer
Barlow Der Mugrdechian joined
with Armenian Students Organi-
zation President David Gabrie-
lian in announcing the
contribution to the Peters Busi-
ness Building, demonstrating
the support of both faclJlty and
students for the project.

In addition to the declaration,
this firs~ s,tep in fund raising, the

ASP and ASO are actively seek-
ing the pledges of other Armen-
ians who will contribtte to the
university and by so doing pay

. tribute to one of Fresno's remark-
-able Armenian native sems, the
late Leon S. Peters, a tireless
worker and modest philanthro-
pist.

The fund drive .for the LeoQ S.
Peters Business Building \ is
being conducted through the
CSUF Office of Development.
The Armenian StuC!ies Program
faculty and stlidents are partiCi-
pating in the campaign with
their initial pledge and their
effort to enlist other Armenians.
The deadline for the pledge
drive is Decem ber 31, 1985,
however, pledges are payable
over three years, until April
1988.
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Hye Sharzhoom/ Armenian Action
Newspaper Available at CSU, Fresno

FRESNO, Calif. - The '1irst
issue of the seventh year of Hye
Sharzhoom/ Armenian Action,

; the official newspaper of the
California /State University,
Fresno Armenian Studies Pro-
gram and Armenian Students
Organization, is now being dis-
tributed nationally and interna-
tionally. Hye Sharzhoom has a
reade.rship of over 6,000 families
throughout the United States,
Canada, Europe and South
America as well as in Soviet
Armenia and the Middle East.

The lead story of the
November issue is about the
construction of the new Leon S.
Peters Business Building on the
CSU Fresno campus, which will
also house the proposed Center
for Armenian Studies.

Highlights from the paper
include original poems by
James C. Baloian, noted native
Fresno poet. A map of Fresno's
pre-World War II Little Armenia
drawn by Elish Shekoyan covers
the centerpages of Hye Sharz-
hoom. Mark Malka'sian's
vignettes enrich the map with
their description of Fresno
Armenians from the 1880's to
the present.

An essay by Barlow Der Mug-
rdechian depicts his trip to the
Middle East and the Holy Land.
The essay is one Armenian's
search toiA[in~nlan community

and roots. Accompanying the
article is an application for a
study trip entitled "Jerusalem
1986" sponsored by the CSU
Fresno Armenian Studies Pro-
gram and the Armenian Stu-
dents Organization.
. Interviews with visitors to the
Armenian Studies Program,
ASO activities and Armenian
Studies Program courses round
out this issue- of Hye
Sharzhoom.

Hye Sharzhoom/ Armenian
Action is the only Armenian stu-
dent newspaper in the United
States. The paper is sent free. All
interested persons can send
their addresses, if possible
typed on self-adhesive labels,
to: Armenian Studies Program,
California State University,
Fresno, Calif. 93740.
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ASP &.ASO
.Pledge '$5,000
For Bu~lding .
Drive

The Armenian Studies Program
and Armenian Students Organization
of California State University, Fres-
no have made an initial pledge of
$5,000.00 towards the construction
of the new Leon S. PeLers Business
Building which will house the planned
Center for Armenian Studies on the
CSUF campus.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Coor-
dinator of the Armenian Studies
Prograrn and program lecturer Bar-
low Der Mugrdechian joined with
Armenian Students Organization
President David Gabr·ielian in an·
nouncing the contribution to the
Peters Business Building, de-
monstrating the support of both
faculty and students for the project.

In addition to the declaration,
this first step in fund raising, the
ASP ,lnd ASO are actively seeking
the pledges of other Armenians who
will contribute to the university and
by so doing pay tribute to one of
Fresno's remarkable Armenian 'na-
tive sons, the late Leon S. Peters,
a tireless worker and generous phi-
lantropist.

The fund drive for the Leon S.
Peters Business Building is being
conducted through the CSUF Office
of Development. The Armenian
Studies Program faculty and stu-
dents are participating in the cam-
paign with their initial pledge and
their efforts to enlist other Armen-
ians. The deadline for the pledge
drive is Decembr 31, 198G, however
µIedg-es are payabLe over three years,
until April 1988. For further infor-
mation contact the Armenian Studies
Program: telephone (209) 294-
2669 .•

PAGE 1 of 2



SUBJECT Corrine Heditzian visits Armenian PAGE 2 of 2----~~~----------Studies Program

'An Interview With Corrine
Heditzian Of U .S.I.A.

Corrine Heditzian is the Chief
of the Near East and South Asia
Branch of the Press Division. of the
United States Information Agency
ill Washington. She recenlly ,visited

California for a series of informa-
tion briefings for Universities.

She gave this interview at Cali-
fornia State Universit~', Fresno.

/

Corrine Heditzian & Dickran Kouymjian

Q: Ms, Heditzian. what exactly
is the Foreign Service?

Corrine· Heditzian: The Foreign
Service includes the United States
In formation Agency, the State De-
partment, the A.J.D. Program, and
the Foreign Commercial Service of
the Comme·rce De·partment. Currently
it has some 4,000 officers, 355 of
which were newly appointed in 1984.

Q: How much time do Foreirf1
Service Officers spend abroad?

C.H.: Usually 7 to 10 years on
overseas duties with annual vacations
home, and then 3 to 4 year" on State
side, then out again.

Q: Is the salary competitive?

C.H.: In the beginning, very
much so - $20,000 to $27,000 for

starting officers, but later the top
salary is. only $68,000. No one joins
the Service to make lots of money.
However, there are interesting fringe
benefits such as foreign housing,
travel, educational allowances, and
the U.S. Government's retirement
plan. You can retire at 50 after 20,
years of service. The mandatory re-
tirement age is 65.

Q: - What are the qualifications
for becoming a Foreign Sej'vice Offi-
cer?

C.H .. You must be a U.S. CItI-
zen, ·over 21 years old, and willing
to be available for world assign-
ment.

Q: Does the Foreign Service
have a special interest in minorities?
~l so, are there special conditions
for them?

C.H.:· Yes, and there are Affir-
mative Action Programs, since so
many take the exam and so few are
needed, we want to· concentraie on
informing ethnic groups about their
possi bilit ies. There are not as many
ethnic and minority officers as we
would like.

Q: What about Armenians?

C.H.: Well, I just said that the
Foreign 'Service is looking for indi-
viduals'" from minority groups, and
with only 6 Armenian officers that
I know of out of 4,000 in the Foreign
Service, it is not a career Armenians
have tended to look to. One of the
things I sense is that Armenian Ame-
ricans are tremendously interested in
American foreign policy and internat-
ional relations in general, but have
been so tied up in seeking careers in
more "lucrative" professions that-
they haven't thought in terms of ma-
king an impact, however gradually,
on government from the inside.

Q: /)0 you see the Armenian
Assembly's intern program as a logi-
cal channel for entry into the Foreign
Sel'l'ice?

C.H.: Absolutely!

Q: Have you known Dr. Kouymj-
ian a long time?

C.H.: For nearly 25 years, first
as a graduate student at Columbia
University, but later when we both
serviced in Beirut - he at the Ameri-
can University - and later Paris,
too.

Q: Thank you very much: we
hope you'll come back to Armenian
F'resno again.

C.H.: I'd love to .•
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$5,000 Pledged for New Building at
CSUF by Studies Program and Students

/

FRESNO, Calif. - The Armenian
Studies Program and Armenian
Students Organization of California
State University, Fresno have made _

- an initial pledge of $5,000.00 towards
the construction of the new Leon S.
Peters Business Building which will
house the planned Center for Arme-
nian Studies on the CSUF campus.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Coor-
dinator of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram and program lecturer Barlow
Der Mugerdechian joined with Arme-
nian Students Organization President
David Gabrielian in announcing .the
contribution to the Peters Business
Building, demonstrating the support
of both faculty and students for the

project.
In addition to the declaration, this

first step in fund raising, the ASP and
ASO are.actively seeking the pledges
of other Armenians who will con-
tribute to the university and by so do-
ing pay tribute to one of Fresno's
remarkable Armenian native sons,
the late Leon S. Peters, a tireless
worker and modest philanthropist.

The fund drive is being conducted
through the CSUF Office of Develop-
ment.

The deadline.fo~ the pledge drive is
December 31, 1985, however,
pledges are payable over three years,
until April 1988.


