About Lectures in Language & Linguistics 

The Lectures in Language and Linguistics series aims to bring a California-based linguist and/or language expert to CSUB’s campus every quarter to speak on a given topic and to meet with students and faculty. The lecture series is intended to further the development of linguistics studies here at CSUB as it will serve as a forum for linguists to report on their published works or on-going research in all areas of linguistics, including sociolinguistics (e.g., language contact, language and gender, varieties of English, language change), psycholinguistics, historical/comparative linguistics, second language acquisition/ English as a Second Language, or language and computers (e.g., artificial intelligence). For more information about the series, please contact Dr. Sophia Adjaye at (661) 654-2362 or sadjaye@csub.edu. 

The Lectures in Language and Linguistics series is sponsored by the Walter Stiern Library, Associated Students, inc. (ASi.), the Department of English, and Sigma Tau Delta, the International English Honors Society. 

About Tonight’s Lecture

African languages comprise around one quarter of the world’s languages.  Many African languages, however, remain undescribed and unwritten and many are in danger of dying out. This talk will highlight the value of studying endangered and minority African languages to the field of linguistics and to the knowledge of the structure of human languages.  The talk will draw on examples of word formation and sound properties, particularly the behavior of tone, based primarily on Dr. Rose’s research on languages of the Horn of Africa.

About Tonight’s Speaker

Sharon Rose is Associate Professor in the Department of Linguistics at the University of California, San Diego, and Faculty Director of UCSD Programs Abroad. She is affiliated with the UCSD International Studies Program, the African and African-American Studies Research Center, and the Center for Research in Language. She received her PhD from McGill University in 1997, and has published papers on phonology and morphology, with a focus on languages of Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Sudan. She is currently researching and writing a grammar of the Sudanese language, Moro, funded by a grant from the National Science Foundation.
