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T
he U.S. Congress' passage of the 

Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 

occurred in the midst of a severe 

economic recession in California and was 

a response to anti-immigrant sentiments 

directed at Chinese laborers, who had 

been imported to construct the western 

portion of the transcontinental railroad.

More than a century later, history is 

posed to repeat itself, except in 1994 the 

targets are all immigrants of color, both 

documented and undocumented, and 

the proposed law is Proposition 187. 

Appearing on the California ballot this 

November, the measure, dubbed by pro­

ponents the "Save Our State" initiative, 

proposes to deny undocumented immi­

grants access to schools, hospitals, and 

social service agencies as well as to 

require police and personnel from virtu­

ally every public agency in the state to 

verify the lawful immigration or citizen­

ship status of all Californians— child or 

adult, citizen or immigrant, documented 

or undocumented. 

Proponents' claim that denial of public 

services to undocumented immigrants 

would result in massive savings to the 

state is not supported by independent 

analyses conducted by the Senate Office 

of Research, the Legislative Analyst's 

Office, or the Assembly Office of 

Research. Indeed, their findings suggest 

the measure could result insubstantial 

losses to the state of federal funding for 

education, health care, and social ser­

vices due to the initiative's violation of 

federal and state privacy laws and equal 

protection guarantees.12 
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S TATE ME NT OF P URP OS E

Diatribe is a means of
empowering people of color. 
We must continue the tradi
tion of resistance that has 
existed since the beginning of 
colonialism . Giving a collec
tive voice to the "voiceless 
m ajority" is a vital part of this 
struggle. Accordingly,
 Diatribe provides a medium
 for people of color to dis
cuss— on our own terms— the
 issues and actions in our com
munities. We cover issues 
either ignored or only super
ficially addressed by m ain
stream media and present 
critical, non apologetic ana­

ly z e s  of how the mechanisms 
of oppressive institutions 
affect us.

Diatribe also serves to initi
ate crucial dialogue within 
and between different com
munities of color, to foster
 understanding and coopera
tion. This is an im portant step 
towards the formation of a 
unified movement which rec
ognizes common problems 
and is m utually respectful of 
the social and political needs 
of each sector of its m ember
ship. As part of this function,
 Diatribe will network with 
other local, national, and 
international people of color 
organizations.

Likewise, Diatribe serves to 
bridge the crucial gap 
between campus and commu
nity. Students of color occupy

a very privileged position, 
and therefore have a respon­
sibility to give back to their 
communities. Students of 
color must realize that acade­
mia is another repressive sys­
tem which alienates them 
from their communities, and 
they must be aware of local, 
global, and national issues.

•Diatribe enables cam pus 
com m unity cooperation by 
organizing a staff comprised 
of both community members 
and students, and promotes 
collective activism by build­
ing a strong constituency and 
contact base of community 
members.

• Diatribe is a work in 
progress. As one of our pur­
poses is to give people of 
color experience in journalism  
and newspaper publishing, 
our product will evolve as 
staff members develop new 
skills. Furthermore, our col­
lective newspaper functions 
not merely as an alternative 
publication, but also as a tool 
for grassroots organizing 
when it is directly presented 
to people of color to motivate 
their political involvement.

•Finally, Diatribe is a celebra­
tion of the heritages and resis­
tance of our peoples, and a 
declaration that we will con­
tinue to struggle and survive. 

— diatribe, December1993
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T h e  W o r l d  B a n k

A N D  T H E  E C O N O M I C S  O F  P O V E R T Y

by Ana Inés Rubinstein 
and Elaine Peterson

In 1985, shortly after the end of a 
seven-year dictatorship, I returned to 
Argentina for the first time since fleeing 
in 1976. While I obviously contended with 
the emotional consequences of returning 
to the country from which my family had 
been exiled, I was equally jarred by the 
economic ruin that the dictatorship had 
created. There was almost no economic 
production, and inflation soared. The 
price of toilet paper doubled overnight, 
and food items would cost more at the end 
of the day than they cost in the morning. 
Meanwhile, salaries remained the same.

Although I understood the panic of this 
situation, at the time I failed to under­
stand that these were the symptoms of 
structural adjustment, a financial policy 
of international lending institutions like 
the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) that were sup
posed to solve Argentina's external debt  
and economic crisis. 

This article seeks to provide an  
overview of the World Bank and its  
structure, and how structural adjust
ment as a World Bank policy fits into a  
larger economic ideology which pro
motes poverty here in the United States  
as well as in the countries directly target
ed by the World Bank.

T h e  B e g in n in g s  o f th e  B an k

T
he World Bank and the IMF 
were first conceptualized in 1944 
amidst the closing of World War 
II. Their purpose was to reconstruct 

Europe, as well as to promote global 
stability and economic development— 
in terms of international capitalist 
markets. Thus, the World Bank began 
its m issionary-like treks into the 
"under-developed" Third World.

Soon after its birth as a functioning 
institution, it began funding environ­
mentally destructive projects such as 
large hydroelectric dams, which often 
lead to the displacement of large pop­
ulations, and which provide big prof­
its for elites both inside and outside 
the affected nation. These types of pro­
jects continue; this year alone, two 
million people will be displaced by 
World Bankprojects. The worlds Bank's claim that it is 

an economic institution and that it is 
politically neutral has been used to 
justify intensive lending to dictator­
ships and other governments responsi­
ble for human rights abuses and wide­
spread corruption.

T h e  F a i l u r e  o f  S t r u c t u r a l  
A d ju s tm e n t

T he previouslymentioned structural adjustment, or austerity, measures are a series of 

demands that theWorld Bank and  
the IMF make when  
restructuring the economies  
of debtor nations. When countries are 
unable to make payments on loans to 
corporate banking institutions 
(Citibank being one of the largest debt 
holders), the World Bank and the IMF 
will step in and provide loans to make 
sure that at least the interest is met on 
the private bank loans. Attached to 
these loans come a series of mandates 

that are sup­
posed to help the 
country 's eco­
nomic growth 
and stability. 
Among these 
are: 1) reductions

in social spending (which usually means 
social welfare programs, health care, 
education, etc.); 2) privatization of 
national industries (selling them off 
provides quick cash for the govern­
ment to make debt payments but high 
costs later on through unemployment 
and when basic national functions, like 
transportation or electricity, are con­
trolled by profit-earning and often for­
eign corporations); 3) lowering of tradebarriers to encourage an export- based economy 

(which eventually leaves countries in anextremely vulnerable position as local 
production gets undermined and self- 
sustaining industries get deem pha
sized. Everyday survival becomes 
dependent on the international market 
conditions of a few key export prod­
ucts.); 4) devaluation of national curren­
cy (which makes it cheaper for foreign 
countries to buy exports, and to 
exploit labor and resources); 5) sup­
pression of wage increases (which aggra­
vate the cost of living for individuals 
whose wages don't coincide with the 

inflation created bythe lower value of their currency).

S ince the early 1980s, over seventy 
Third World countries have 
undergone structural adjustment 

programs. These programs have wors­
ened poverty—not alleviated it. In 
Latin America, the number of people 
living in poverty rose by about 50 mil­
lion since 1980. In Africa, where thir­
ty-six out of forty-seven countries 
have undergone structural adjustment, 
200 million people out of a population 
of 690 million, are living in poverty— 
and the World Bank estimates that the 
number will rise to 300 million by the 
year 2000. Furthermore, structural 
adjustment programs have advocated 
massive environmental destruction. InGhana, the World Bank encouraged a 100% increase in timber exports between 1984 and 1987, depleting 75% of Ghana's forever cover. 

W
hy, then, have the 
World Bank and 
IMF continued to 
promote such policies? Why 
do countries continue to 

accept these loans?
These answers can 

only be found by questioning 
power and representation 
w ithin the World Bank, as 
well as in countries accepting
loans. Third World governm

ents, as weak as many may be
relative to the United States or 
Japan, are often controlled by elite, 
if not corrupt, leaders. Here in the 

United States, for example, congres
sional representatives and senators 

often make salaries far above the 
national average. Therefore, they often 
decide to support tax breaks for high
er income families and businesses 

while lowing the burden to fall on 
low income and average income families  
and seek to balance the budget by 
cutting social services. These measuresheighten 
poverty. Similarly, leaders of 

poorer nations are also frequently 
stock holders in "foreign" companies, 
money saved in foreign banks
that protect their personal savings 
from the drop in value that local currency 
experiences during austerity.

T
he few countries which have 
tried to pursue socially responsi­
ble policies by rejecting condi­
tions on World Bank money, such as 

Cuba and Nicaragua, have found 
themselves economically isolated. It 
becomes really difficult for those 
countries to find resources for encour­
aging positive development and pay­
ing for basic needs. Other lending 
sources will often refuse to lend or 
give money to countries who have 
chosen to default on World Bank 
loans. Countries can also quickly become cut off from trade. In continued on page 5 

“ N o t  s i n c e  t h e  c o n q u i s t a d o r s  p l u n d e r e d  L a t i n  

A m e r i c a  h a s  t h e  w o r l d  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  f l o w  

[ o f  r e s o u r c e s ]  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  w e  s e e  t o d a y . ”

- R u d i g e r  D o m b u s c h , f o rm e r  E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c to r  o f  th e  W o r ld  B a n k
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NEWS BRIEFS

Seventy Thousand in 
Los Angeles March 
Against 187
O n  O c t o b e r  16, s e v e n t y  t h o u

sand people m arched through 
the s treets  of Los A n geles to 
show  th e ir in to lera n ce  for 
proposition  187 and the politi­
cians that support it. The mostly
Latino crowd marched along the 
recently re-named Cesar Chávez 
Avenue from East Los Angeles to

the d ow ntow n city  h a ll. The 
signs and chants of the marchers 
made it clear that protestors con­
sid ered  the p ro p o sitio n  to be 
racist and inhumane for denying 
basic services such as education 
and m ed ical care  to u n d ocu ­
m ented resid ents of the state. 
California Governor Pete Wilson 
was singled out as the politician 
most accountable for the increase 
in anti-im m igrant sentim ent in 
the state.

Mike Chávez  

Upcoming 3rd Asian 
and Pacific American 
Women’s Retreat

" T h e  s t r o n g e s t  p r is o n s  a r e  b u il t  

with walls of silence." Janice 
Mirikitani specifically refers to 
the Japan ese Am erican 
Internment during World War II 
in her poem , "P riso n s of 
Silence," but in many ways her 
w ords allude to the w ays in 
which racism, sexism, and insti­
tutions of subordination func­
tion to erase voices of the "mar­
ginalized."

The 3rd A sian and Pacific 
A m erican W om en's retreat, 
"A ctiv e  E xp ressio n s," on 
November 5,1994, is a necessary 
and vital event that welcomes all 
w om en of A sian and Pacific 
Islander "ascent" to react to this 
silence. Asian Pacific American 
Women Initiating for Rights and 
Empowerment (ASPIRE) is orga­
nizing this event, in celebration 
of activism and artistic/cultural 
expression. ASPIRE hopes to 
critically address issues of repre­
sentations of Asian and Pacific 
Island er w om en in art and

media and to broaden notions of 
activism to encompass peer edu­
cation, organizing community 
events, and everyday speaking 
one's mind.

The retreat w ill be held at 
Lincoln Park in Alameda from 9 
am to 6:30 pm. Artists including 
Sharon LumHo, whose recently 
completed local work is entitled 
"H aw ai'i is not D isneyland," 
and Betty  Kano of the Asian 
A m erican W om en's A rtists 
Association will be in attendance 
to discuss their work as artists 
and com m unity activ ists 
ASPIRE is also organizing 
"w orkshop" sessions in 'zines 
and C hapbook m aking (self- 
publishing) and puppet making 
for protests. The day-long event 
w ill allow  p articip an ts to 
express creativity while mobiliz­
ing Asian and Pacific American 
women activists/artists.

P re-reg istra tion  form s are 
available  in the W om en's 
Resource C enter, 250 G olden 
Bear, at UC Berkeley. Or call for 
information/rides/ registration, 
Stacy at 486-1433 or JiSung at 
548-3943.

—  Stacy Kono  —

Proposition 186— 
Single-payer 
Healthcare Initiative

P r o p o s it io n  186, a  C a l if o r n ia  

state  b a llo t in itia tiv e  for the 
N ovem ber e lection , re flects  
C lin to n 's  s in g le  p a y e r  h e a lth  ca re  

initiative, which is modeled after 
C an ad a's health  care system . 
Single payer health care security

would provide all California resi­
dents guaranteed benefits 
regardless of changes in employ­
ment, medical condition, and age. 
The state governm ent would 
finance health care, without inter­
fering in decisions regarding doc­
tors or other health  care 
providers.

The plan would place a 4.4 - 
8.9 percent payroll tax on busi­
nesses depending on their size. 
There would also be an income 
tax surcharge - the percentage of

which would depend on income 
bracket.

A rgum ents against
Proposition 186 contend that peo­
ple would be forced to endure 
long waits for coverage and more 
taxes.

Supporters of Proposition 186 
deny that a tax increase would 
occur because the tax surcharge 
w o u ld  r e p la c e  a n d  c o s t  le s s  th an  

all premiums and deductibles.

Stacy Kono—

“ D o n ’ t  H a t e , C o m m u n i c a t e
AT&T hosts forum in effort to foster communication among youth.

BY JEN N IE M A R IE  LUN A

AT&T hosted a "Fu tu re  
Leaders Forum," entitled, "Don't 
Hate, Communicate," as part of a 
scholarship. The goal of this con­
ference w as to encourage an 
understanding and respect for 
racial, ethnic and cultural differ­
ences.

The con feren ce, w as held 
September 30th- October 2nd, in 
Chicago, Illinois. I was among a 
group of bright, unique 18 to 25 
year olds. All had their own 
style and were there to bridge 
the gaps between Peoples of 
Color. The environment was 
not conservative. I was the 
only representative of the 
W est C oast, nam ely 
California. As soon as the 
forum began, with a group 
of young Chicago rappers, the 
weekend focus was not only for 
and about People of Color, but it 
was about understanding how 
people can work and live harmo­
niously in a multi-cultural soci­
ety, simply by learning from one 
another.

The 1993 fall special issue of 
"Tim e" Magazine indicated that 
im m igrants to Am erica are 
rapidly shaping the world's first 
m u lti-cu ltu ral society .
Subsequently, the cultural mosa­
ic of diversity continues to mag­
nify. This growth process mandates 

t hat the citizens of the U.S. 
create a new agenda w hich 
addresses the issues of increased 
racism and prejudice. The confer­
ence defined racism as "any atti­
tude, action or institutional prac­
tice backed by power that subor­
dinates people because of their 
co lor." This behavior includes 
the im position  of an ethnic 
group's culture in such a way as 
to w ithhold

respect for, to dem ean, or to 
destroy the culture of another 
race. The AT&T Future Leaders 
Forum was one such effort to 
help people to exam ine the 
myths, misconceptions, and per­
ceptions behind discrimination; 
to address the underlying issues 
am ong diverse people and to 
develop strategies and action 
plans to improve relationships.

The conference began with a 
movie, discussion and explana­
tion of how people m ust be 
"agents of change" because "If 
you alw ays do w hat you 've 
always done—you're gonna get 
what you've always had!" The 
keynote speaker was José E. 
López, a highly recognized 
author, lecturer, and historian on 
Puerto Rico and Latin America. 
He has been the developer of 11 
courses on Puerto Rico and Latin 

America in various Universities 
He is currently on a committee 
to develop Chicano Studies 
which is not offered in any 
University in Illinois. His 
w illingness to share his 
experiences coming from 
Puerto Rico and working 
in his father's Puerto Rican 
bakery, gave insp iration 
and motivation to many.
The num erous w orkshops 

inclu ded  "U n d erstan d in g 
Racism and Racist A ctivities," 
"Understanding and Respecting 
Cultural Diversities," "Defining 
the Terms/ Identity," "Building 
P ositive C u ltural R ela tio n s," 
"Anger Management," "Conflict 
Resolution," and "Becoming an 
Agent of Change."

The curriculum consisted of 
understand ing the origin  of 
"race" and how it did not exist in 
the ancient world. "R ace" as a 
category was not used until 1684

It is an arbitrary term used to 
em phasize d ifferences among 
people along biological lines. All 
people belong t o the "H um an 
R ace" and w ithin the hum an 
race, people are of different eth­
nicities and cultures.

The importance of definitions 
and language w as taught. 
Language not only expresses 
ideas and concepts, but it actual­
ly shapes thought. Language is 
intimately linked to the creation 
and perception of reality itself. In 
that case, elimination of biased 
term inology is one way to 
change and correct the way peo­
ple view themselves and others. 
Language, which reflects society 
and its culture, is not static. Nor 
is it more sacred that anything 
else in the sociopolitical arena. In 
the racist, sexist, classist, and 
hom ophobic society, people's 
decisions about word usage are 
political decisions. When people 
use the male pronoun to mean 
both sexes, one is consciously or 
unconsciously making a political 
statem ent. L ikew ise, the use 
today of outdated  term s like 
"Negro" or "Oriental," or incor­
rect terms like "Hispanic," have 
clear im plications. W ords are 
deleted from or added to the ver­
nacular, and their meanings and 
connotations change continually 
to reflect the political, social, and 
economic changes in our society.

Language, in fact, is used as a 
mechanism to shape and main­
tain a particular kind of social 
order. The importance of being 
aware as to the terms people use 
to describe themselves and to 
understand their reasons for 
their choices was also taught.

The conference gave hope for 
our youth, esp ecia lly  for all 
People of Color. It was reassur­
ing that com panies such as 
AT&T take the social responsibil­
ity to treat their employees with 
respect, seek out d iversity  
amongst their employees, and 
give ph ilan throp ic support, 
enabling AT&T to touch thou­
sands of communities. The con­
ference show ed that not only 
California, and that California 
(nam ely Berkeley) w asn 't the 
only "aw are" place in the U.S., 
but way out on the East coast, 
people are also fighting for 
change. On a larger scale, and 
wider view, although the strug­
gle may be different, people are 
in the figh t together. People 
m ust, "ch allenge the process, 
inspire a vision, enable others to 
act, model the way, and encour­
age the heart." In the words of 
Eric Hoffer, "In a time of drastic 
change, it is the learners who 
inherit the future. The unlearned 
usually find themselves quipped 
to live in a world that no longer 
exists. 

Allo f  t h e m  h a d  
the i r  o w n  s ty le 
an d  w e r e  th e re 
for t h e  s a m e  reason
— to  b r id g e  the  

ga p s  b e tw e e n 
P e o p le  o f  

C o lo r .
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W O R L D  B A N K
continued from  p age 3

the las t  yea r ,  co u n t r i e s  l ike 
Cuba and Haiti saw the crush­
ing effects of long-term trade 
embargoes.

M eanw hi le ,  vo t ing  p o w e r  
within the World Bank is con­
trolled by the countries which 
con t r ib u te  the mos t  money .  
Literally speaking,  one dollar 
e q u a l s  one  v o te .  C o u n t r i e s  
r eceiv ing  W or ld  Bank loans  
are usually excluded from this 
v o t i n g  p r ocess .  The U n i t e d  
S ta te s  c o n t r i b u t e s  mor e  
mon ey  than any other  nat ion 
to the World Bank, and there­
fore controls the decisions of 
the Wor ld  Bank. This money 
comes directly out  of our  fed­
eral  bu dge t ,  pa id  by our  tax 
m o n e y .  As t a x p a y e r s ,  we 
n e v e r  see this  m o n e y  aga in,  
but  s tockholders  in large U.S. 
c o r p o r a t i o n s  w i l l  s ee  h u g e  
p r o f i t s  w h e n  they  take the ir  
businesses out  of the U.S. and 
in to  d e b t o r  n a t i o n s  th a t  are 
n o w  f o r c e d  to l o w e r  t r a d e  
barriers.  Stockholders also see 
this profi t  in the form of con­
t r a c t s ,  s i n c e  W o r l d  Bank  
deve lopment  projects contract  
s e r v i c e s  f ro m  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
and engineer ing companies  in

the U.S. and  o the r  cou n t r i e s  
wi th  a lot of vot ing po w er  in 
the Bank. Finally,  commercial  
b a n k s  m a k e  h u g e  p r o f i t s  as 
Th ird  Wor l d  na t i on s  fall f a r ­
t h e r  i n to  d e b t  a n d  ow e  
in c re as i ng l y  h ig he r  am o u n t s  
in  i n t e r e s t  p a y m e n t s  e v e r y

year.  Between 1984 and 1990, 
a net  $178 bi l l ion w as  t r an s ­
fer red f rom the Thi rd Wor ld  
in to  c o r p o r a t e  b a n k s .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  
al though struc­
t u r a l  a d j u s t ­
m e n t  has  
m e a n t  p a i n  
a n d  s u f f e r i n g  
for the major i ­
ty of T h i r d  
World peoples,  
it h as  m e a n t  
profit  and gain 
for  c o r p o r a t e  
i n t e r e s t s  in 
rich, industrial countries.

Bringing it home... 
"Austerity" in the 
U.S.?

Th i s  i d e o l o g y  s h o u l d  
no t  be unfami l iar  to us 
h e r e  in  t h e  U.S.  I t ' s  

ca l led neo- l ibe ra l i sm (a.k.a.,  
Re ag a n o m ic s ,  t r i c k le -d ow n,  
f ree market . . . ) ,  and  it cont in­
ues  to be the p revai l ing  ide ­
o l o g y  in  d e t e r m i n i n g  e c o ­
n o m i c  p o l i c i e s  d e s p i t e  
R e a g a n ' s  r e t i r e m en t .  U n d e r  
n e o - l i b e r a l  e c o n o m i c s ,  th e  
g ov er n m e n t  supp ose d ly  separates 

 pol i t ics f rom e c o no m ­
ics .  B u s i n e s s e s  b a t t l e  t h e  
marke t ,  a n d  eve ryday  peop le  
c o m p e t e  for  jobs.  The g o v ­
e r n m e n t  s t a y s  o u t  of  t h e  
way.  How ever ,  this as ser t ion 
is only par t ly true.  The go v ­
e r nm e nt  s tays out  of the way  
b y  c u t t i n g  b a c k  o n  s o c ia l

p ro gr am s ,  se l l ing off ut i l i ty,  
t r a n s p o r ta t i o n ,  a n d  c o m m u ­
n ic a t i o n  s y s t e m s  to p r i v a t e  
c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a n d  b y  m i n i ­
miz ing  h o w  mu c h  bus inesses

a r e  r e g u l a t e d ;  b u t  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  al so g r a n t s  tax b r e a k s  
to c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  a n d  w i l l  
o f t e n  p r o v i d e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of publ ic  roads  tha t  are nec ­
e s s a r y  f o r  b u s i n e s s e s  to 
o p e r a t e .  P u b l i c  m o n e y  is 
di r ec ted  at  m ak ing  it c h e a p ­
er for  l a rge  c o r p o r a t i o n s  to 
o p e r a t e  

These and other  incent ives 
are p rov ided  to businesses  in 
the belief tha t  co rporate  suc ­
cess  " t r i c k l e s  d o w n "  in to  
f in an c ia l  w e l l - b e in g  for  the  
populat ion at large. However ,  
as demonstrated by the g row­
ing d iv ide  be t w e e n  r ich  and  

poor  in the 1980s, corporate 
p r os pe r i ty  r are ly " t r ickles  
d o w n " .  The n e t  e f fec t  is 
that  tax payer  money,  (i.e. 
pu b l i c  mone y) ,  is us e d  to 
i n d i r e c t l y  s t i m u l a t e  the  
e c o n o m y  by  h e l p i n g  b ig  
b u s i n e s s ,  (i .e.  p r i v a t e  
money),  while cut t ing back 
on  so c ia l  s p e n d i n g  t h a t  
benefits the general  public.  
At  the same t ime tha t  wel
fare recipients,  people wi th 
d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  i m m i ­

g ran t s  are a t t acked  as f i n an ­
cial bu rdens ,  the govern me nt  
uses tax payer  money to s u b ­
s i d i z e  c o r p o r a t e  p r o f i t s  by  
funding the World Bank, bai l­
ing out  a deregula ted savings 
and loan indust ry,  or lowering 
t ax es  on  b u s i n e s s e s  w h i l e

i n d i v i d u a l  inco me  t axes  are 
raised.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the  d o w n ­
w a r d  p u l l  of w a g e s  a n d  the 
o p e n i n g  of m a rk e t s  th a t  the  
Wor ld Bank creates encourage 
companies  to relocate outside 
the  U n i t e d  S t a te s  a n d  h a r m  
th e  b a r g a i n i n g  p o w e r  of  
u n i o n s .  A l t h o u g h  it  is  n o t  
a lways  advan tageous  for U.S. 
c o m p a n i e s  to r e l o c a t e ,  t he  
th rea t  has  beco me  so central  
to our  economic s t ructure  that 
it is of t en  used  as an  e m p ty  
threat .  A f r i end  w h o  w ork ed  
as a union organizer  at a Fruit  
of the  Loo m p l a n t  in  Texas  
th i s  s u m m e r  d e s c r i b e d  the  
scare tactics used by the com­
p a n y ' s  m a n a g e m e n t  in o rder  
to d i s c o u r a g e  u n i o n i z a t i o n  
and a potent ial  wage increase.

The l ine  go es ,  "W e h a v e  to 
r e m a i n  c o m p e t i t i v e  w i t h  
H a n e s .  If we  c a n ' t  d o  t h a t  
here,  we ' l l  have  to close our  
doors and move to Mexico."

The sa me  pol i c i e s  d u b b e d  
" s t r u c t u r a l  a d j u s t m e n t "  
ab roa d  were  im p le m e nt e d  in 
the  U n i t e d  S t a te s  u n d e r  the  
Reagan Bush adminis t ra t ions ,  
and cont inue today.  The 1980s 
se t  up  l aws  tha t  a l lo w ed  for 
the deregulat ion of such major 
indust r ie s  as the Savings and 
Loans,  airl ines,  etc. The price 
of  p u b l i c  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
( in c l u d in g  the U ni v e r s i t y  of 
C a l i f o r n i a  s y s t e m )  s o a r e d  
w h i l e  f u n d i n g  fo r  p r i m a r y ,  
seco nd ary  and  h ighe r  edu c a ­
t i o n  w a s  cu t .  T o d a y ,  
Cal ifornia faces the potent ia l  
e c o n o m i c  a n d  soc ia l  c o n s e ­
q u e n c e s  of  P r o p o s i t i o n  184

and  187, which seek to enlarge 
the  p r i s o n  s y s t e m  a n d  d e n y  
social  p r og ra m s  to large sec­
tors of our  populat ion.

Resistance and Economic 
Survival

Fi g h t i n g  these  m e as u r es  
locally is a large par t  of 
the st ruggle for econom­

ic se lf -de te rmina t ion .  Global  
c on d i t io ns  ca nn o t  a lways  be 
con t ro l led,  b u t  aus ter i ty- l ike  
m e a s u r e s  can  be p r e v e n t e d  
f r o m  b e i n g  i m p l e m e n t e d  
locally.

T h e r e  a re  a l so  w a y s  in 
w h i c h  p e o p l e  h a v e  r e s i s t e d  
th e  W o r l d  Bank as a g lo b a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n .  D e b t o r  n a t i o n s ,  
such as Bangladesh,  expressed 
d i s s a t i s fac t ion  w h e n  its c i t i ­

z e n s  r i o t e d  a g a i n s t  
fore ign co rpora t ions  
t h a t  w e r e  t r y i n g  to 
r ep la ce  the n a t io na l  
ju t e  i n d u s t r y .  In 
Mexico,  the Zapatista 
r e b e l l i o n  b r o u g h t  
a t t e n t i o n  to the  
g r o w i n g  d i v i d e  
b e t w e e n  r i c h  a n d  

poor  that  13 years of s t ructu r ­
al adjus t m e n t h e l p e d  create.  
Here i n  the U.S., an in te r n a ­
t iona l  coa l i t ion  ca l led  "Fif ty 
Y ea rs  Is E n o u g h "  h a s  b e e n  
trying to use the U.S. govern­
me n t ' s  inf luence in the Bank 
to init iate reforms. As a result  
of this  internat ional  pressure,  
Congress  is temporar i ly  ho ld ­
ing back i ts 1995 f iscal  ye a r  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  to th e  W o r l d  
Bank as it conducts  an investi­
gat ion of abusive pract ices of 
the Bank.

T o g e t  i n v o l v e d  in  the  
Bay Area "Fifty Years Is 
E n o u g h "  g r a s s r o o t s  

campa ign ,  contac t  Food First 
at (510) 654-4400.

The former Governor of the 
Peruvian Central Bank, 
Manuel Moraya, declared that 

“The social costs of this [structural 
adjustment] policy are tragic. It 
means the death of some 500,000 
children.”

Between 1984 and 
1990, a net $178 
billion was trans­

ferred from the Third 
World into corporate 
banks.

T h i s  y e a r  a l o n e  

2 million peo­
ple will be dis­

placed by World Bank 
p r ojects.

Mother India Announces the

G R A N D  O P E N I N G
of our new fast 
food restaurant

TAJ
EXPRESS
2012 Shat

 Berkeley849-9910 at University, Berkeley 

— TAJ EXPRESS MENU —
VEGETARIAN COMBO

Includes: Rice, Salad & Your choice of:

1 V egetab le___ ............... 1.99
2 V egetab les__  2.99 
3 Vegetables . . .  3.99 

N o n -  v e g .  c o m b o  

Includes: Rice, salad, your choice of 
vegetable and either:
4 Chicken Curry.......................3.99 
5 Chicken Tika Marsala......... 4.25 
6 Tandoori C hicken............... 3.99
7 Lamb Curry................. 4.99 

f r e e  m e a l  c a r d  # 1  

Purchase 4 Entrees (Different days)
 5th Entree is FREE!_____________

1 2 3 4   FREE

or try our popular dining restaurant... 

M other In d ia
Restaurant

( F ine In d ia n  C u is in e )
1459 University avenue  Berkeley 

486 -8268

2 for 1 Buy 1 Thali dinner-  G e t 2 n d  a la c a r te  
o f  e q u a l o r  le s s e r  v a lu e  FREE 

w ith  c o u p o n . E x p ire s  1 2 /3 1 /9 4

TAJ EXPRESS MENU (continued )
APPETIZERS

8 One-Veg., Sarnosa.................  .99
9 Sarnosa P late.......................2.50

(2  Som asas with c h ic k p e a s)
10 Bhatura.................................. . 99
11 Chole Bhature ...................  2.50

S p e c i a l  D r i n k s  

12 Chai Indian T e a ...................  .99
13 C offee.................................... .75
14 Sweet Lassi.......................... 1.50
15 Mango Lassi.........................1.50
16 Mango Juice .......................1.50
17 Other Drinks......................... .99

FREE MEAL CARD #2
Purchase 4 Entrees (Different days)

5th Entree is FREE!
1  2  3  4   FREE~

1994 "Build Business with COUPON COUNTRY" (510) 444-0805
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C r i m i n a l  D e t e n t i o n  o r  S o c i a l  C o n t r o l ?

W o m e n  o f  C o l o r  a n d  t h e  C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  S y s t e m

By Kim Benita Furumoto

P
oliticians have used the "rising crime 
rate," as reported by the mainstream 
media, to justify increased police 
forces, prison expansion, and "get tough" 

crime bills such as the "Three strikes, 
you're out" initiative. Although such mea­
sures are presented to the public as neces­
sary to control crime, they actually serve a 
very different purpose. To 
examine the function of the 
criminal justice system as a 
whole, we must consider 
more than the traditional 
criminological perspective, 
which accepts the legal defini­
tion of crime - a violation of 
the "criminal code" - and 
explains imprisonment strict­
ly in terms of flaws of the 
individual prisoner.

An analysis of the impris­
onment of Women of Color in 
a socioeconomic context indi­
cates that the criminal justice 
system functions as an instru­
ment for social control. People 
of Color comprise the majori­
ty of the total U.S. prison/jail 
population. Also, most pris­
oners are incarcerated for 
petty economic crimes. In 
1991, 43% of state jail inmates 
were African American, 14% 
were Latino, and 1.2 percent 
"other" (this includes Native 
Americans, Asians, and 
Pacific Islanders).

In California, the prison 
population exceeded 100,000 
on April 15,1991. A study by the Center on 
Juvenile and Criminal Justice indicated 
that of 100,000 prisoners, 70% were non­
white, and most were initially convicted 
for a Property Offense.

T HE History of Women's Imprisonment

In addition to these racial and economic 
factors, patriarchy also affects the impris­
onment of Women of Color. Patriarchy has 
characterized women's prisons from their 
inception. The few women who were 
imprisoned at the beginning of the 19th 
century were placed in separate quarters 
or wings of men's prisons. These women, 
in addition to suffering from overcrowd­
ing and harsh treatment as the men did, 
were also subjected to sexual abuse at the 
hands of male prison guards.

In the mid-1800s, the arrest and convic­
tion of women greatly increased due to 
many factors, which include the absence of 
men during the Civil War, and rise of 
industrialization. Women prison reformers 
began to demand the establishment of sep­
arate women's prisons to be administered 
by women. These reformers, mostly 
Protestant women, sought to perpetuate 
the traditional gender roles assigned to 
women by society. They believed that in a 
women's prison, a "fallen woman" could 
be taught to fulfill her expected social roles 
of wife and mother. This would be accom­
plished by using women's prisons to teach 
Bible classes, cooking, sewing, cleaning, 
and washing clothes.

This was an example of the so-called 
“chivalry" with which women have histor­
ically been treated under the criminal jus­
tice system. However, this chivalry has not 
been afforded to Women of Color. With 
the proliferation of separate women's pris
ons after the establishment of the first one 
in 1874, a bifurcated (two-part) system 
emerged. On the one hand, there were the 
aforementioned "reformatories," which 
were supposedly intended to domesticize

women inmates. The women sent to the 
reformatories were almost exclusively 
white. On the other hand, there were cus­
todial institutions, which corresponded 
largely to men's prisons. The purpose of 
custodial prisons was to warehouse pris­
oners. There was no pretense of rehabilita
tion. Regardless of their location, the custo­
dial prisons confined mostly Black women. 
Black women were not considered capable 
or worthy of "reform."

The Contemporary Prison Population 
and the criminal justice process

The custodial and reformatory prisons 
had basically merged by 1935, but race and 
gender still affect female incarceration, as 
in contemporary times Women of Color 
are imprisoned in numbers disproportion­
ate to their percentage of the population. 
Statistics for women prisoners in 1982 
revealed that the population of women's 
prisons was 50% Black, although Blacks 
comprised only 11 % of the total popula­
tion in the U.S.; 9% Latino, when Latinos 
comprised only 5% of the total population; 
and 3% Native American, although they 
comprised only 0.4% percent of the total 
population. In 1987, Native American pris­
oners comprised 35% of the total prisoner 
population in Alaska, 24% in South 
Dakota, and 18% in North Dakota and 
Montana.

The proportion of Women of Color in 
prisons continues to increase. Today, 
Latinas comprise 42% of the prisoner pop­
ulation in California, and Women of Color 
comprise 80% of the female prison popula­
tion in the U.S.

S elective criminalization and arrest

The mechanics of the criminal justice 
system contribute to the disproportionate 
imprisonment of Women of Color. First, 
before the criminal justice system acts on 
an individual, the law selectively criminal­
izes certain acts. For example, prostitution 
is criminalized with a bias against women.

Men who hire prostitutes are rarely arrest­
ed and less frequently charged. Similarly, 
economically motivated acts of the poor, 
such as theft, fraud and check forgery are 
criminalized, while white collar and corpo­
rate crimes are only minimally penalized.

Arrest is the means by which a person 
enters the criminal justice system. People 
of Color are arrested in larger numbers 
largely because of police practices, such as 
the concentration of police forces in low 
income Communities of Color.

d iscretionary procedural factors

Once arrested, Women of Color are less 
likely than white women to be released on 
their own recognizance, or to post bail for 
their release. Confined defendants are at a 
disadvantage because they are unable to 
actively aid in their own defense by seek­
ing out eyewitnesses and evidence. 
Furthermore, Women of Color are often 
unable to afford a private attorney, and 
must rely on a public defender or court- 
appointed counsel, who (mainly because 
of a large caseload) cannot devote ade­
quate attention to a defendant's case. Also, 
bias on the part of judges may affect the 
appointment of free legal counsel. In a 
1975 Alabama study, 42% of the white 
female defendants were granted court- 
appointed counsel, compared to only 26% 
of the black females. Discretionary proce­
dural factors thus contribute to racial dis­
parity in the conviction of women defen­
dants. After conviction, discretionary fac­
tors also account in part for disparity in 
sentencing, even for the same offense. A
1981 study examining the outcomes of

1,034 female defendants in a northern 
California county found that in most 
offense categories, the defendant's race or 
income significantly affected the sentence 
she received. Black women convicted of 
either disturbing the peace or drug law 
violations were sentenced more severely 
than their white counterparts, and lower
income women convicted of forgery 
received more severe sentences.

As a result of the discretionary proce­
dures built into every stage 
of the criminal justice sys­
tem, incarcerated women 
are mostly Women of Color 
accused/convicted of an 
economic crime. (The 
minority of women who are 
imprisoned for violent 
crimes are much more likely 
to have committed the vio­
lent act against a male part­
ner, in a self-defense 
response to domestic vio­
lence. The recidivism rates 
for such crimes are very 
low.) The most serious 
offenses of women in jail in 
1989, according to a Bureau 
of Justice Statistics study, 
were property offenses, 
such as theft (40% of 
women in jail); drug offens­
es (33.6%); and public order 
offenses, including traffic 
violations and drunkenness 
(19%).

Of a total of over 37,300 
women in jail in 1989, 43% 
were Black, 16% were 
Latino, and 2.5% were 

"other" (includes Native Americans, 
Asians and Pacific Islanders). The median 
education level completed by the women 
in jail was the eleventh grade, and 62% of 
the inmates were unemployed prior to 
incarceration.

S OCIAL FUNCTIONS OF PRISON SYSTEMS

Given this profile of incarcerated 
women, a prison system truly designed to 
rehabilitate would address the inmates' 
economic circumstances. However, the 
education and vocational opportunities 
offered to women inmates do not help 
them improve their economic situation, 
but instead prepare them for the tradition­
al women's domestic work and/or jobs in 
the secondary labor market. For instance, 
the jobs available at the California 
Institution for Women (CIW) are in areas 
such as gardening, laundry, kitchen, 
repairs, offices, and the prison-operated 
garment factory. In 1974, women were 
making a base wage of 20 cents per hour, 
with the higher-paying clerical or adminis­
trative office jobs paying as much as 32 
cents. (Male inmates earned a base wage of 
40 cents per hour.)

The vocational training available for 
women inmates at most institutions are 
limited to secretarial work, cosmetology, 
housekeeping, and other related programs. 
Although CIW also offers a nursing pro­
gram, a high school diploma program, and 
some college extension courses, these pro­
grams only accommodate a limited num-

Continued on next page
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ber of inm ates. M any of the p rogram s 
require a high school diploma or a tenth 
grade education, which many Women of 
Color have not attained. Moreover, some 
programs such as nursing are not open to 
inmates who have drug offenses on their 
record, and drug offenses are a major cause 
of imprisonment of Women of Color. The 
prison system thus reinforces the domestic 
roles of w om en and fosters  econom ic 
dependency. Prisons thus perpetuate the 
situ a tio n  tha t caused m any W om en of 
Color to be imprisoned in the first place

E FFECTS o n  F a m il y  a n d  C o m m u n it y

Prisons also serve to fragment families 
and Communities of Color. This is accomp
lished in part by separating children from 

incarcerated mothers. There is an estimated 
total of 225,000 children of incarcerated 
mothers in the U.S. A national study on 
incarceration of m others estim ated that 
70% of w om en in prison have children, 
This figure has increased and varies by 
facility and ethnic group. For instance, at

 the California Rehabilitation Center, 
the percentage of Chicana mothers 

was 80.4%.
In m any cases, incarcerated  m others 

were the primary caretakers of their chil­
dren. Although many Women of Color in 
prison have an extended family to assume 
responsibility for their children and prefer 
that their children be inform ally placed 
with relatives, even that arrangement does 
n o t a ssu re  the c h ild re n 's  se cu rity . 
Furtherm ore, incarcerated m others often 
do not have any control over the placement 
of their ch ildren , as the D epartm ent of 
Welfare or other agencies place the chil­
dren in foster or adoptive homes without 
regard to the mother's wishes.

N ative A m erican m o thers in  p riso n  
interviewed in a study by Luana Ross stat­
ed that they w anted their children to be 
raised by Indian people in Indian commu­
nities, so that their children could be raised 
learning their culture. Reservation and off
reservation Indian m others in prison are 
more likely to have their nation's govern­
ment organize placement of their children, 
b u t non-reservation  m others have less 
secu rity , and m any see th e ir  ch ild ren  
placed in non-Indian foster homes.

Visitation between incarcerated mothers 
and their children is severely restricted in 
prisons, and imprisoned mothers express 
concern that their children, especially those 
w ho are very  young , w ill becom e 
estranged from them. There are also many 
mothers who give birth to their children 
while in prison. Women are usually sepa­
ra ted  from  the ir baby w ith in  48 hou rs 
(often sooner) after birth, and usually lose 
custody of the child. Because incarcerated 
w om en do not have access to p re-natal 
care, infant mortality and miscarriage rates 
are high.

H IV IN PRISONS: THE NEW DEATH ROW

Inadequate health care in prisons has 
also contributed in large part to the high 
incidence of HIV and AIDS in prisons. At 
Farmingham women's facility, all incoming 
p r iso n e rs  are in itia lly  con fined  in  the 
H ealth  Services U nit to be screened for 
communicable diseases before being trans­
ferred to the prison  com pound. Several 
women, some of whom are ill w ith infec­
tious diseases or are w ithdraw ing  from 
d ru g s  or a lcoho l, are  locked  in  a cell 
designed  to accom m odate two wom en. 
Prisoners often remain in the Unit for sev­
eral w eeks. S ym ptom atic H IV -positive 
w om en are eligible for clinic v isits at a 
nearby hospital, but must wait there for up 
to eight hours while handcuffed and con­
fined in a cubicle.

People in jails and prisons are often 
reluctant to submit to AIDS tests because 
prison officials frequently ignore confiden­
tiality  laws, and tell p rison  guards and 
other prisoners if an inmate is HIV posi
tive. Inmates marked as HIV-positive are 
often ostracized by fellow prisoners and 
treated brutally by corrections officers. For 
women, HIV-positive status can also result 
in solitary confinem ent and longer sen­
tences (as judges often rule that HIV-posi
tive prostitutes pose a public danger).

HIV infection rates among female pris­
oners are rapidly increasing. According to
1991 B ureau  of Justice  S ta tis tic s  d a ta , 
among state prison inmates reporting test 
results, 3.3% of wom en tested HIV-posi
tiv e  An estim ated  6.8% of Latinas and 
3.5% of black women were HIV-positive. 
HIV and AIDS, some have argued, have 
created a new death row for prisoners.

As the im prisonm ent procedures and 
prison conditions indicate, criminal justice 
system is a repressive instrument used for 
social control. This is further evidenced by

the many political prisoners in the coun­
try's penal facilities, who are incarcerated 
for their ideological beliefs and political

actions. The majority of political prisoners 
are imprisoned for their work in People of 
Color liberation struggles.

As the high recidivism  rates indicate, 
prisons do not reduce crime. Rather, they 
fragment Communities of Color and per­
petuate economic dependency. Thus, effec­
tive "rehabilitation" must not merely focus 
on a decontextualized individual, inside 
prisons, the programs which have helped 
inmates most successfully have been peer 
counseling and education projects initiated 
by the p risoners them selves. H ow ever, 
prison authorities do not allow such pro­
grams without strong public pressure to do 
so. Such program s could further benefit 
from resources that are accessible to people 
on the outside. The social problems exacer­
b a ted  by the p r iso n  system  sh o u ld  be 
addressed on a community level. People of 
Color m ust w ark against the economic, 
political and educational factors that con­
tribute to imprisonment. For if we do not 
resist the repressive forces of prisons, they 
will ultimately confine us all.

Today, Women of Color 

comprise 80% 

of the female prison 

populat ion in the U.S.

The soc i a l  

p rob l ems 

exacerbated by the 

pr i son system 

shou l d  be 

addressed  on 

a communi t y  level
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C U L T U R E  O F  R A G E  
MAKES NO APOLOGIES IN

U r b a n  N a t i v e  S o n

b y  R e g in a  M o r r is

" U r b a n  
Native 
Son," a

tell it like it is rap 
album, is the most 
recent release of inde­
pendent cultural 
artists Culture of Rage.
The album features 
w r i t e r / p r o d u c e r  
Heath St. John 
(Apache/Lakota), K.
Nez (Navajo), M.
Marin (Washo),
Orlando Z Jr. (El 
Salvador), Norma S.
(Indonesian) V. Huff 
(African descent), and 
M. Viscovich. This recording is one of the few rap 
productions that deal head-on with critical political 
issues facing Native Americans today. The album's 
songs cover a range of subjects, including the early 
period of colonization by the white man, and how 
this colonialism still exists today. The song "All We 
Own" says:
Make and break all the rules  
and force them on reservations  
and into boarding schools 
where corruption was the tool 
To keep us in fear for over 500 years...
I'll be avenged/if it takes 500 more to
condemn the enemy
Because all we  own/Still ain't a home.

A related theme is addressed in "Missionary," 
directed at those who "killed and betrayed in the 
name of their god." The song also challenges the 
missionaries' asserted superiority of Christianity 
over Native worldviews.

The lines of these pieces address issues of history, 
and remind us that the oppression of yesterday still 
binds us today. We must remember this, 
and direct our actions accordingly,

n o t , . o n l y  o n  
I n d i g e n o u s  
P e o p l e ' s  D a y ,
but as part of our life struggles. Heath St. John said 
that he started Culture Of Rage because "I saw the 
need for education, and I decided to communicate 
through [the rap]  medium about the

s t r u g g l e s  . o f  
u r b a n  N a t i v e  
y o u t h . "
He added, "I see myself as a spokesperson for 

Native youth, especially those who are in the angry 
stage when finding out about injustices."

This is reflected in many of the songs, which talk 
about how schools teach distorted views of history 
and are not reaching Native youth. One cut also 
describes the "Urban Native Son" as a product of 
inequality, and "Stand on My Own" discusses how 
Indian people in the cities must turn to maintaining 
our cultures:
Urbanized—That's a fact
They took my culture; I'll learn it back
I'm not meeting the white man’s roles
I'm not learning anything in school
And what I need to survive
Is love from my elders— keep the culture alive

Other barriers to survival which Indigenous people, 
both on reservations and in the cities, must contend 
with are alcoholism and drug abuse, which are the 
focus of the song "Where Went Cha Will to Live?" 
"Police" is an angry response to police repression, 
and mentions the killing of the FBI agents on Pine 
Ridge Reservation (which led to the framing and 
imprisonment of Leonard Peltier).

The Culture of Rage album also 

c o u n t e r s  t h e  
s t e r e o t y p e  or 
r a p  a s  d e g r a d
i n g  t o  w om en.
For example, the cut "Strength and Beauty" says, 
Praise the women of the Earth, for these women 
help us grow... 
Women are the strength o f the nation, with the gift 
o f creation
The struggle’s m o t iv a te .

The words in these songs are hardcore.  But

t h e  t r u t h  i s  
s h o c k i n g ,
and Native Americans and other People of Color 
should not be apologetic for our anger. Political mes­
sages in rap reach more young people than concilia­
tory research papers. Rap music like "Urban Native 
Son" can play an important part in our expression 
and resistance. Because political rap doesn't easily 
sell, it is especially important for us to back indepen­
dent artists like Culture of Rage. As Heath St. John 
said, "What has kept me going is the support from 
the community—both the youth and the elders." So 
all you People of Color and of conscience out there, 
check out "Urban Native Son," and remember to 
support our political-artistic voices.

"I saw the need for education, and I decided to 
communicate through [the rap] medium about the 
struggles of urban Native youth," says Heath St. 
John.

That is exactly what "Urban Native Son" does. 

[Tape Jacket Says:]

“F o r  a n y  R e a so n  w r it e  t o :

H eath  S t . J ohn  

c /o  C u l t u r e  o f  R a g e  

15934 H esp e r ia n  Bl v d . #219 
S an  Lo r e n z o , California  94580”

L e t t e r s  
t o  

u s  

Hi—
I'm writing for a couple 

of reasons, the first of which 
is to say that I thought Jane 
Chen's article on reproduc­
tive freedom  (D iatribe, 
Summer 1994) was pretty 
good. Bringing issues of 
class and race to the discus­
sion was very helpful, and I 
certa in ly  learned some 
things I didn't expect. Just 
a few days after reading 
Chen's article I came across 
a Chronicle report on abor­
tions in M ississippi 
(enclosed) and an article 
describing the current state 
of abortion availability as 
essen tia lly  "tw o -tiered ," 
where the lower tier of poor 
women are denied access.

The d escrip tion  of the 
ways that contraception has 
been used against minori­
ties historically was pretty 
shocking. Maybe I 
shou ld n 't be surprised , 
since the government seems 
to have a remarkable talent 
for abusing its pow er.... A 
few more points I dispute 
are the suggestion that reli­
gious fundamentalists are 
big proponents of popula­
tion control, in the Third 
World or elsewhere, and the 
notion that lesbians and 
bisexuals are somehow on 
the cutting edge of a move­
ment which does not direct­
ly concern them (at least not 
to the extent it  concerns 
predominantly heterosexual 
women). In both cases I 
may be ignorant of the true 
facts, but those are points 
which nevertheless strike 
me as odd.

O kay ... w ell, I w asn't 
very impressed with Glen 
Omatsu's article or "Asian 
N e o - C o n s e r v a t iv e s ."  
M ostly, I object to the 
groundless m ud-slinging 
that happens every other 
sentence. To suggest that 
someone who is politically 
conservative has "difficulty 
dealing with concrete situa­
tions," is an "e litist" who 
fears democracy, and has "a 
pronounced bias towards 
organizational authoritari­
anism and theoretical rigid
ity" is, frankly, bullshit. If 
anything, engaging in such 
useless generalization and 
petty stereotyping only 
demonstrates the theoretical 
rigidity  of the author. 
People's m otivations and 
characters are com plex, 
regardless of their theoretical 

cal affiliation. Furthermore 
the notion that an A sian 
neo-conservative must " lack 
understanding of history" is 
the sort of tired M arxist 
L enin ist rhetoric that 
should be confined to R. C 
P. pam phlets, if allowed 
anywhere at all. The right 
can read books with as 
much skill as the left, and 
it's foolish to pretend other­
wise.

Like Omatsu's prototypi­
cal Asian neo-con, I oppose 
affirm ative action and 
believe that "cultural" fac­
tors may be responsible for 
blocking advancem ent of 
m inorities in some cases. 
However I also believe that 
power relations are signifi­
cant im pedim ents to 
progress and that som e­
thing must be done to sur­
m ount the rubble of 
America's racist history. My 
opposition to quotas does 
not come from arrogance of 
ignorance or a desire to pre­
serve privilege; rather, I am 
opposed to discrimination 
based on ethnicity because I 
think it truly does contradict 
the teachings of Martin 
Luther King, and Ghandi as 
well. Means are ends and 
discrimination is discrimi­
nation no matter who bene­
fits.

I truly  do believe that 
"people of color can rise 
through merit" and I think 
that anyone who suggests 
other wise is taking a very 
condescending attitude 
toward the capabilities of 
minorities. Taking the obvi­
ous steps to facilitate that 
rise—like spending money 
im proving inner city 
schools rather than improv­
ing prisons—would, in my 
opinion, have a better result 
than trying to make up for 
wasted potential through 
affirmative action.

W hile you probably 
don't agree with me, I hope 
you w ill nevertheless 
acknowledge that it is pos­
sible to hold opinions con­
trary to prevailing civil 
rights theory and simulta­
neously desire equality for 
all peoples. In denying that 
possibility in his analysis of 
Asian neo-conservatives, 
Omatsu lets ideology take 
precedence over clear think­
ing.

Sincerely, 
A lex Coolman
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Redefining my Chicana-ness
Machismo, and how we must react to re-shape what and who we shall become

J e n n ie  M a r ie  L u n a

M achismo. What is it exactly? Is it 
the men who sit around com­
paring and out-doing one 

another in muscle, strength, or cars?
Is it the man who says, "I don't cry, I 

bleed."
Is it the over protective father who 

allows his sons to come home at any hour 
of the night, but expects "his" daughter to 
be at "his" home cooking "his" meal, 
beside

"His"  wife. O is it the  man 
who never cries because of his 
self pride and teaches his son to do the 
same?

Machismo can be perceived as all of this 
and more, but despite the uprising and 
recognition of many influential and pow­
erful women, el macho and male domi­
nance continues to exist within not only 
the Mexican and Latin American cultures, 
but others as well.

By all means, I most definitely do not 
generalize all men as machos. For some, 
el macho has come to mean something 
different. Some know it to have a positive

meaning. For example, when a son shows 
disrespect, a father will usually say, "mijo, 
can't you be a little more macho than 
that? Show respect!" For many, machismo 
means the utmost respect and care shown 
toward women. This way of looking at 
machismo has mostly taken a turn toward 
a more negative meaning. It is most defi­
nitely not my intent to bash on the male 
gender or their pride de hombre, instead, 
my hope is to throw out some knowledge 

that both the ladies and the gentlemen 
can appreciate.
I, being a Chicana, have already 
begun to see the barriers that 
lie ahead of me. As it is, my 
gente, my Raza, are suffering 
from an oppression that has 
lasted long enough; this 
being poverty and racism. 
Being a woman adds one 
more challenge in this 

society causing the 
Chicana, Latina and 
Mexicana to suffe
r from a 
three-w ay 

o p p r e s ­
sion.

The  
m o s t  

in t e r e s t in g  
fact about this 

issue is that in 
our Chicano his­

tory, women were 
not only completely 
equal to society, but 
they were treated 
with the highest 

respect, more than was
given to men.

During the pre-Columbian period, the 
indigenous people honored women as 
queens. The Aztecas worshipped women 
as goddesses and respected them as war­
riors and even leaders of tribes. So, some­
where, in-between the arrival of 
Columbus, the Spanish conquest and 
today, a mind set was changed into 
believing that women held a lower status 
and could only manage three roles, be it 
the wife, girlfriend or mother. So while

Mexican (Aztec) brothers know how to 
treat their women, today's macho is still 
learning.

To this day, this country continues to 
debate on whether women should be 
allowed in combat. In the early 1900's, 
millions of Mexican country women, 
known as soldaderas, fought beside their 
husbands and sons. They would bring 
with them their children and carry on 
their backs their cooking gear, medi­
cine/aid kits and would bear all the 
artillery and arms.

Many women, some 
disguised as men, 
fought on the front 
lines, while many oth­
ers held the rank of 
colonel.

Chicanas and 
Mexicanas carried on 
their spirit of strength 
as they began to fight 
injustices in the United 
States. In the 1960's and 
'7 0 's, women factory 
workers began to unite 
and became leaders in 
movements, union 
organizing, social 
reform, protests, picket 
lines and m ilitant 
strikes.

This cultural barrier of machismo is 
somewhat like a tradition that has been 
passed on from generations. Fortunately, 
for the Latina and Chicana, while some 
traditions are meant to be kept, many are 
meant to be broken, including this one.

Despite the leadership roles of many 
women, machos continue to criticize and 
scowl at even the thought of a woman 
going to college. Even today many 
daughters struggle with their macho padres 
that don't want them to continue on to a 
higher education. Many mothers encour­
age their daughters to break away, telling 
them "she doesn't want them to end up 
like her." But daughters become threat
ened by their overpowering father and 
cheat themselves from going to college.

Ladies, unfortunately, sometimes it is 
up to you to keep your boyfriend in check

and let him know your goals in life; you 
don't want to end up trapped by getting 
pregnant and never finishing your educa­
tion in high school or college because he 
"loves you." There should always be 
equal power in a relationship and you 
have to tell him and make him listen if he 
doesn't treat you right or give you 
respect. It is also your choice if you have a 
father who doesn't want you to go to col­
lege, whether or not you break away and 
take a stand. It is up to us as women to 

end the generation of 
machos by educating our 
sons when we become 
mothers and make sure 
the boys and girls are 
treated as equals, both 
with the opportunity to 
be educated.

Gentlemen, it is impor­
tant that you listen to 
your girlfriend, give her 
respect and freedom. In 
return, you too will be 
respected. Remember: 
without a woman, you 
wouldn't be on this 
earth.

Racism, Sexism, and 
exploitation have not 
died, so neither has the 
struggle. It is important 

for everyone to know that the female is 
not to be against the men, but rather to be 
more unified with them. We need to fight 
side by side with men, against the system. 
I close with a poem by Viola Correa, who 
shows that the time for machismo is over 
and a time for all women to uplift, to 
receive justice and a higher education has 
begun.
H ey !
S ee  t h a t  l a d y  p r o t est in g  a g a in st  in ju s­

t ic e ?

ES MI MAMA

T h a t  g ir l  in  t h e  b r o w n  b e r e t , t h e  o n e  

t ea c h in g  t h e  c h il d r en  

S h e 's  m y h er m a n a

O v e r  t h e r e  fa st in g  w it h  t h e  m ig r a n t s  

Es m i t ía

L iste n  t o  h e r  s h o u t !

LA NUEVA CHICANA!

. . .  despite the 

uprising and recogni­

tion of many 

influential 

and powerful 

women, 

el macho 

and male 

dominance 

continues to e xi s t . . .

diatribe has received three letters from inmates in prison systems across the U.S. since 
our start in October 92. Two have explicitly stated that they are political prisoners and con­
sider us a legitimate source of news. It is this kind of response that continues to motivate 
diatribe to print even in low-energy times. This letter is our most recent arrival, and we 
plan to send him and the others issues of the paper a  gratis as they are printed.
- d

To w hom  it m ay concern , P .C .N .C-
I ran a c r o s s  y o u r a d d re ss  in a p ro g re ss iv e  

new s p ap er and it listed yon as a sou rce of/for 
m aterial. M  qu estion s are w ho and w h at is 
this o rg an (iza tio n ) ab o u t? I assu m e from its 
ad d ress that it's  on a co lleg e  cam p u s? If so, 
w hat is your attraction like on cam pus?
T h is prison is repressive so th ere 's not much 
g oing  on and m ost b ro 's  w ho do ex ert pride 
are placed in control unit, but w e are w orking 
on our ow n so any inp u t from you w ill be a 
plus, so  respond back and let me know  som e­
thing. The sm allest things are greatly  ap p reci
ated.

Thank you,
E . S co tt #xxxxx

E arn est,
In  resp o n se  to y ou r  

le tter , w e f e e l  that ou r  
S ta tem en t o f  P u rp ose  is a 
g oo d  su m m ary  o f  w hat w e  
a r e  abou t. In term s o f  ou r  
rea d ersh ip , w e d is tr ib u te  a ll 
o v er  the B ay  A rea , w ith  an  
em p h a sis  on  B erk e ley , 
O aklan d , an d  th e  UC 
B erk e ley  cam pu s. T he s t a f f  
is a ll s tu d en ts  (th ou g h  w e  
are  try in g  to rec ru it  co m ­
m u n ity  m em bers), an d  w e  
p ro d u ce  th e p a p e r  on  ca m pus

 (d esp ite  a sh r in k in g  
u n iv er s ity  bu dget). We 
w ere v ery  ex c ited  to receiv e  
y ou r le t te r  an d  ea g er ly  look  

fo rw ard  to m ore respon ses.
diatribe

P. S. W e w ere  u n cer ta in  o f  
w h eth er  or  n ot to re lease  
y ou r id en t ific a t io n  n u m ber  
fo r  f e a r  o f  v io la t in g  y ou r  
p r iv a cy , so  w e d ec id ed  not 
to p r in t  it.
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The Possibility of Hope
A F i r s t - h a n d  A c c o u n t  of  t he  Z a p a t i s t a  C o n v e n t i o n  i n Ch i a p a s

b y  M a r i a n a  M o r a

"A g u asca lien tes , C hiapas. The 

N oah 's A rc, the Tow er of B abylon , 

the w ild  b oat of F iscarra ld o , the 

d eliriu m  of the n eo-Z ap atism , the 

pirate ship . The parad oxical 

anachronism , the gentle  foolishness 

of those w ith  m asks, a c iv ilian  m ove­

m ent in  d ialogu e w ith  a m ovem ent 

in arm s."

The same surreal mysticism and painted 
con trad iction s the Sub C om andante 
Marcos sketched in his opening address 
enveloped the N ational D em ocratic 
Convention, held in Zapatista territory on 
August 6-9, in its entirety.

The space created for peace by men in 
arms, the guns striving to be useless, the 
flash flood city of 6 ,000 people at the 
mouth of the Lacandon jungle, the vessel 
of reality in a sea of post-modern illusion. I 
lived the experience without feeling it was 
the experience I was living and now that it 
has been swallowed by time gone by, I'm 
left with a skeleton of a dream.

Given that Mexico was, and now in its 
p o st-electoral phase continu es to be, 
immersed in an authoritarian regime be the 
party of the state (the PRI), the Emiliano 
Zapata National Liberation Front (ELZN, 
an armed group that rebelled against the 
government on January 1, 1994) found i t  
necessary to call together the people of 
Mexico. If there is to be any hope of change 
through peaceful channels, the Convention 
was needed to discuss the fundamental 
problems of the nation through plural and 
representative means. The masked men 
called together the faces of Mexico as a 
means to amplify the previously-hushed 
sound of diverse voices.

So we went, over 6,000 of us, the indige­
nous of the highlands, the intellectuals of 
the city, the middle-class chilangos (people 
from Mexico City), the union workers, the 
campesinos, the old men who had fought 
their battles, the young students just begin­
ning to fight theirs, the labeled extremists, 
the considered reformists, the Mexicans 
who, like me, lived outside our native land, 
the international sympathizers who pro­
tected us merely with their presence. Like 
ants lured by the promise of honey, or 
maybe more like sheep obeying the orders 
of a shepherd, we came to unite in the colo­
nial town of San Cristóbal de las Casas.

The first phase of the 
convention ran in the form 
of working tables, five in 
total: 1) the transition to 
democracy, 2) the pacifist 
channels towards the tran­
sition to Democracy, 3) the 
national development pro­
gram and the eleven points 
of the Z ap atistas, 4) the 
characteristics and align­
ments of the government in 
transition, and 5) the pro­
gram to create a new con­
stituent government.

I attended table number 
three, the national program 
and eleven  points of the 
Zapatistas. Apart from the 
demands of the ELZN (roof, 
land, health , ed u cation , 
independence, justice, liberty, democracy 
and peace), the working table was to hear
w hat other m em bers of society advocated. 

In M exico, as in the rest of Latin 
America, the moderators, or those taking a 
leadership role, are usually those already 
in a societal leadership position, such as 
intellectual elites. But in this case, those 
facilitating the discussion were leaders of 
indigenous communities, of labor unions, 
and of other organizations. The intellectu­
als and the elites were sitting among us as 
participating members of the dialogue. 
Although the table was run in a democratic 
fashion, it was not without its own set of 
contradictions. Those moderating the vot­
ing and the discussion were never elected, 
but rather appointed by some unknown 
hand.

Documents were turned in and propos­
als read with a time limit that was waived 
for those whose first language was that of 
their indigenous communities, not Spanish. 
Though the proposals were read by people 
of great diversity, they were linked by cer­
tain commonalties. Many spoke of self- 
determination for the indigenous people, 
regional and decentralized development, 
plural-ethnic autonomy, equal rights for 
women, traditional medicinal rights, and 
the impacts of the neo-liberal economic 
model on sectors of society. Change, or 
rather the possibility for change, charged 
the auditorium in continual lightning bolts 
that overshadowed the clouds of frustra­
tion and disorganization. When finally all 
of the proposals were read and a synthesis 
document transcribed, it was coated by this 
charge, by the Possibility—something that

Mexican people have not had the option of 
feeling in many years.

The next day, the second phase of the 
voyage began in a vessel caravan of over 
200 buses down 400 kilometers of rural dirt 
roads to the Lacandon jungle. A thirty- 
hour trip for some, tiresome for all, but not 
lacking in special m om ents for many. 
Leaving the town of San Cristóbal, down to 
Comitán, on to Las Margaritas, and finally 
into Guadalupe Tepeyac,

with banners, smiles, white paper doves of 
peace, blessings, and wishes of a safe jour­
ney. This physical unity by people from all

parts of the republic was the first success of 
the Convention. However, the people of 
the towns were not the only ones monitor
ing our passage. The caravan passed sever­
al m ilitary checkpoints along the way. 
Unlike the people who are forced to cross 
and be searched at these points on a daily 
basis, we were protected by the watchful 
eyes of human rights groups and by the 
attempt of President Salinas to construct 
the proper international political facade. So

Starting at three in the morning, the 
buses trickled in slowly into Zapatista ter
ritory. After being searched by members of 
the ELZN, we were taken down a path 
leading to the newly-constructed pueblo of 
Aguascalientes. In the morning, the circus, 
as some have d escribed  it, the jungle 
Woodstock, as others have labeled it, the 
next chapter in a Garcia Marquez novel, as 
I dreamed it, began.

Aguascalientes, which three weeks earli­
er had been nothing more than dense jun­
gle canopy, had overnight transformed 
itse lf into a m ini-city . People buzzed 
around the colorful domes of make shift 
tents which surrounded the newly-con
structed auditorium on the cleared moun­
tainside. An enormous white canopy, like 
the sail of a vessel on an uncertain voyage, 
provided shade for the seats of its passen­
gers.

Finally, at eight p.m., under the dramat­
ic veil of the n ight, the m asked men 
appeared from the mountainside. Lead by 
Com andante Tacho and the Sub 
Comandante Marcos,

The intensity and energy 
that saturated the audito­
rium, expressed itself in the chants of “Viva 
México! Viva el ELZN!", in the songs sung 
from the deepest comer of our hearts, and 
in the overwhelming sense of unity. In fact 
we repeatedly chanted, "Unidad! Unidad!” 
but, like all parad oxes, we chanted 
"Unity!" out of unison.

Then Comandante Tacho gave the open­
ing rem arks. He thanked us for being

there he knew it had been a long and tire­
some journey, but he hoped we liked what 
the Zapatistas had lovingly constructed, 
because they had tried to make it a "little 
pretty" for us. Marcos spoke next, with 
words wrapped in paradoxical imagery 
that unleashed power, charisma and hope­
ful determination.

"...Before Aguascalientes, we said we 
did not want to be against the celebration 
of a N ational D em ocratic Convention. 
Because it would be exactly that, a celebra­

tion, a celebration of the 
first step towards offering 
the nation  a cry of 
'Enough!', of 'Ya Basta!’ 
that d o esn 't ju st come 
from the indigenous peo­
ples and the campesinos, 
but a ‘Ya basta!' that multi­
plies, that reproduces, that 
triumphs, that can be the 
celebration of a discovery: 
to know ourselves not as 
the defeated, but to think 
of ourselves with the pos­
sibility of victory on our 
s id e ... Defeat will never 
be so sw eet, if peaceful 
dem ocracy, d ignity and 
justice are victorious.... We 
expect the Convention to 
speak the truth, to speak 

for peace but not for renouncing liberty, to 
speak for peace but not for pacifist com­
plicity.... We say no to war, but not yes to 
peace at any cost.... For you Aguascalientes 
was raised, for you it was constructed, in 
midst of a territory in arms, a space for 
peace with dignity and justice."

W ith h is speech, Sub  C om andante 
Marcos inaugurated the voyage. But just 
before we w ere about to em bark, ju st 
before the debates started, just when hope 
and the Possibility were about to spill over 
into actuality, it happened. Maybe it was 
part of the dramatic special effects orga­
nized by Marcos, maybe it was the evil 
spell cast by a sorcerer of the PRI, maybe it 
was Tlaloc, the god of rain, acting in his 
omniscient wisdom. Whatever the case, the 
tropical rainstorm exploded. The canopy 
sail flew under the urgency of the wind 
and lightly crashed down on all the vessel 
p assen gers. N eed less to say, the 
Convention was postponed till the next 
morning.

When the rays of the sun had dried the 
pools of mud and the people had picked

up their scattered belongings as well as 
muddled thoughts, the Convention began 
once Again. We voted on the proposals 
that stemmed from the five work tables 
and approved the following main princi­
ples.Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page We demand:
(Table 1) That in order to transform the government, the ruling 

party, the PRI, must be eliminated, that the winning candidate adopt 
the resolutions of the CND, the revision of all international treaties, 
autonomy to indigenous communities, to have members of society 
be included in all aspects of regional, state and national government, 
and to give equal participation to women;

(Table 2) To pressure authorities for clean, fair elections, because 
without them, it is a threat to peace, to mobilize and take peaceful 
action in case of fraudulent elections on August 21, to call together a 
second meeting of the CND if fraudulent elections are the case, to 
call in permanent session the state conventions, to establish interna­
tional solidarity groups for the CND;

(Table 3) To formulate a social system that recognizes the plurali­
ty represented by our cultural diversity, to include equal indigenous 
participation in the political aspects of our country, to give govern­
mental priority to the necessities of the minorities;

(Table 4) That in order to have a government in transition, it is 
first and foremost imperative to end the ruling party;

(Table 5) To approve the demands of the ELZN, to give social pri­
ority to employment, guaranteed housing and guaranteed access to 
public health for all Mexicans, that the production of food be a 
national priority, that education be free, that individual and collec­
tive freedom is the first essential step towards the advancement of 
other levels of social organization.

Though these accords did cre­
ate the essential general base 
from which to work, to me they 
were not the main success of the 
Convention. In retrospect, I won­
der what would have happened 
if Tlaloc, the god of rain, had not 
unleashed his power. If it had 
rained  on the way to 
Aguascalientes (for in the tropics 
one can expect rain on a daily 
b asis), the caravan of buses 
would never have arrived. If it 
had rained on our return trip to 
San Cristóbal, our safety would 
have been in jeopardy. If it had 
rained  half an hour earlier,
Marcos; speech and the hope it 
em itted would have not been
heard. But Tlaloc chose to dump the buckets of water right 
when we were about to start, right at the breaking point 
between the Possibility and the Actuality. So, like a dream that 
never touches reality and therefore can never disappoint or 
cause disillusionment, we left Aguascalientes with the cup 
overflowing with expectations, hope, and determination—with the 
dream but not with the disillu­
sionment.

The chancellor of the UNAM 
(N ational A utonom ous 
University of M exico), Pablo 
González Casanova, spoke with 
words that reflected another 
im portant success of the 
Convention. He said that for 
the first time, many of us have 
now experienced what it is like 
to live without a roof over our 
h ead s, w ithout a bathroom , 
w ithout much food, w ithout 
the mirror to look at our face 
everyday. It is easy to speak 
empty words of how we sup­
port the poor and the marginal­
ized, but it is another thing to 
live like them, with them. The 
rainstorm and the conditions in 
which we were forced to spend 
the night made us all equal; for 
a few surreal days we really were 
unified.

The future has now reached the 
present and we find ourselves in 
post-electoral time. The PRI, the rul
ing party, the "bad government" a: 
pronounced by Comandante Tacho,
has once again won. Zedillo is now our President. The ELZN has 
said that if the PRI wins there will not necessarily be war, that no 
one can put an ultimatum on the people of Mexico, that from now 
on the ELZN is under the orders of the pueblo, of the Mexican peo
ple. The search is for peaceful channels towards change, but never in 
Mexican history has a transition taken place without bloodshed, and 
Marcos has said that there are armed groups all over the republic 
ready to act if the need arises. However, one thing is certain: for 
those of us that attended the Convention, and for those that heard 
about it, we are able to pocket a little more hope, a little more will to 
fight, along with the optimistic cynicism we keep so close at hand. 
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cover story

PROPOSITION 187
continued from front page 

Unfortunately, the focus of both pro­
ponents and opponents on the economic 
and legal merits of the initiative has 
effectively dehumanized the plight of 
undocumented immigrants and set the 
stage for future 
attacks upon the 
rights all immi­
grants, both docu­
mented and 
undocumented.

P u b l i c  
S c h o o l s

Perhaps the 
most controversial 
of the in itia tiv e 's  
provisions concern 
the exclu sion  of 
u n d o c u m e n te d  
im m igrants from  
public primary and 
secondary educa­
tional institutions.

The in itia tiv e  
would require public schools to verify 
the lawful immigration or citizenship 
status of California's five million stu­
dents and estimated ten million parents 
The verification process, mandated by 
this and other parts of the measure, 
could cost the state more than $100 mil­
lion in the first year alone and millions of 
dollars annually thereafter, according to 
the C aliforn ia  L egislative  A nalyst's 
Office.

Proposition 187's requirem ent that 
public schools deny education to persons 
unable to establish their legal status 
w ould force the expu lsion  of some
300,000 you th , if Im m igration  and 
Naturalization Service's (INS) estimates 
of the number of undocumented immi­
grants in California public schools are to 
be believed, and would place the state in 
violation of the U.S. Supreme Court's
1982 Plyler v. Doe decision, in which the 
court held that denial of public educa­
tion to undocumented immigrants was a 
violation of their equal protection rights.

Proponents claim their intention is to 
force the court to "revisit and reconsid­
er" the Plyler decision. It is unclear, 
however, how proponents would justify 
the expulsion of U.S. citizens—namely 
the citizen  youth who are unable to 
e s t a b l i s h  
t h e

lawful immigration or citizenship status 
of their parents—from the public school 
system, as required by the initiative.

Even if the U.S. Supreme Court were 
to overturn  its Plyler  d ecision , the

California Supreme Court could find the 
measure's public education provisions in 
violation of the state's own constitution. 
A lthough sta tes are not allow ed to 
restrict rights guaranteed by the U.S. 
Constitution, they are allowed to expand 
those rights. California's constitution 
guarantees all persons— regardless of 
their citizenship or immigration status— 
equal pro tectio n  of law . The state 
Supreme Court, furthermore, has held 
that education is a "fundamental right" 
of all persons in California, undocument­
ed or otherwise.

The in itiative, furtherm ore, could 
devastate California public schools by 
violating the federal Family Education 
Rights and Privacy Act, which prohibits 
disclosure of information concerning stu­
dents without their parents' written con­
sent. Proposition 187 would require that 
schools provide information regarding 
students or parents "reasonably suspect­
ed" of being undocumented immigrants 
to state and federal authorities, including 
the California attorney general and the 
INS.

U.S. Secretary of Education Richard 
Riley said in a letter to Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Gloria Molina earlier 
this year that the initiative's violation of 
federal privacy protections would jeopardize 

the $2.3 b illion 
California public schools 
cu rrently  rece ive 

from the federal 
g o v e rn m e n t. 

This figure is 
c o n s id e r

a b l y 
m o r e  
t h a n  
the $1.7 
b illion  
t h a t

Governor 
P e t e  

W ilson esti­
mates undocu­

m ented students 
are costing the state. 
In terestin g ly , the

C a l i f o r n i a  
Federation of 
Teachers, the 
California School 
B o a r d s  
A ssociation , the 
C aliforn ia  State 
PTA, and the 

California teachers Association—whose 
memberships would be faced with the 

task of carrying out the initiative's education  
provisions- have all declared 

T h e i r  op position  to 
Proposition 187.

Indeed, in 1981, the 
State Board of Education 
declared its support for the 
provision of education to 
all California youth, includ­
ing undocumented immi­
grants. The Board argued 
"no rational educational or 
fiscal purpose" existed for 
the exclusion of undocu­
mented youth from public 
schools.

Proponents contend 
th is exclu sion  w ould 
increase the availability of 
scarce ed u cational
resources to the remaining 
stud ents. Under
Proposition 98, how ever, 
funding for California pub­

lic schools is based on each school dis­
trict's average daily attendance, so any 
decrease in attendance 
would result in a com­
mensurate decrease in 
funding for public edu­
cation.

Some opponents of 
the m easure, such as 
the D em ocratic led 
T axpayers A gainst 
Proposition 187, have 
argued undocumented 
youth, if expelled from 
schools, could threaten 
public safety  as they 
turn to crime to occupy 
the hours that would 
otherwise be spent in 
class.

This reasoning— 
which most likely origi­
nated from the Senate 
O ffice of R esearch 's 
analysis of Proposition 
187, in which it suggest­
ed undocum ented 
youth "free to roam the 
streets . . .  could become 
involved  in ju venile  
crime, drugs or gangs," 
or w orse yet, "could  
induce citizen peers to 
join them ," increasing 
California's high school 
dropout rate— has 
unm istakably  racist 
overtones, as it perpetu­
ates the im age of 
undocum ented im m i­
grants as criminals and 
as threats to public safe­

ty. 

H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n

Proposition 187 would similarly affect 
California public colleges and universi­
ties. As with public schools, the initia­
tive would require the state 's  public 
post-secondary institutions to verify the 
lawful immigration or citizenship status 
of the two million students enrolled in 
the s ta te 's  higher education system ,

including com m unity colleges, 
California State U niversity , and the 
University of California, and to report 
students "under reasonable suspicion" 
of being undocumented immigrants to 
state and federal authorities.

Because of its violation of federal pri­
vacy regulations, the measure would 
jeopardize at least $1.1 billion of the 
funding California colleges and universi­
ties receive from the federal government, 
according to the Legislative Analyst's 
Office. This figure includes not only fed­
eral research money, but also all forms of 
federal financial aid, including federally 
guaranteed student loans, Pell Grants, 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity 
Grants, and work study. Withdrawal of 
federal financial aid would have obvious 
impact on the access of students of color, 
regardless of their immigration or citi­
zenship status, to higher education.

A favorite theme of initiative propo­
nents is that large numbers of undocu­
mented immigrants are exploiting public 
services and institutions, including high­
er education. The facts, however, sug­
gest otherwise. In 1992, the University 
of California, by its own account, had an 
estimated 362 students who were not 
classified as citizens, legal residents, or 
students with visas. A 1994 estimate 
provided for the A ssem bly Select 
Committee on Statewide Immigration 
Impact suggested undocumented immi­
grants accounted for 0.9 percent of total 

com m unity  college 
enrollment. The fig­
ures for total CSU and 
UC enrollments were 
even low er, at 0.14 
percent and 0.07 per­
cent respectively.

H e a l t h  C a r e

In addition to exclud­
ing undocum ented 
im m igrants from all 
levels of public educa­
tion , the m easure 
would prohibit state- 
funded health  care 
institutions— includ­
ing general acute care 
hospitals, acute psy­
chiatric facilities, and 
skilled nursing facili­
ties— from providing 
care to persons unable 
to establish their law­
ful immigration or cit­
izenship status, even 
if those persons are 
w illing to pay for 
whatever medical ser­
vices they receive.
Like public education 
facilities, state-funded 
health care in stitu ­
tions are prohibited 
by federal law from 
disclosing confiden­
tial client information. 
Thus the initiative's 
requirement that hos­
pitals report suspect­

ed undocumented immigrants to gov­
ernment authorities would jeopardize 
the $9 billion California receives in feder­
al matching funds for its Medi Cal pro­
gram.

The measure would bar undocument­
ed immigrants not only from receiving 
basic health care, but also from partici­
pating in preventive health care pro-

CONTINUED ON next page 
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grams, including child immunizations, 
disease prevention (including HIV pre
vention education), health education, 
and family planning.

Once again, organizations represent­
ing those expected to carry out the initia­
tiv e 's  p ro v ision s, inclu d ing  the 
California Association of Hospitals and 
H ealth System s, C aliforn ia  M edical 
Association, and the California Nurses 
Association, oppose Proposition 187.

The initiative would especially impact 
undocumented women, who would be 
denied access to obstetrical care, as well 
as to breast cancer and other preventive 
screenings. A ccording to the Health 
Access Foundation, every dollar spent 
on prenatal care saves three dollars in 
infant health care costs in the first year 
alone— a fact that undermines propo­
nents' claims that the measure is a cost- 
cutting initiative.

The initiative would also deny health 
care to the estim ated 18,000 undocu­
mented persons currently held in state 
p rison s, as w ell as p ersons held in 
undocum ented ju v en ile  w ards and 
county jails. "Undoubtedly such a pro­
hibition could not w ithstand a court 
challenge," writes the Senate Office of 
Research.

Complicating matters further is the 
fact that some immigrants who do not 
have form al legal status are eligible 
under federal law to receive non-emer­
gency medical care. Proposition 187, 
however, makes no such distinctions.

Iro n ica lly , undocum ented  im m i­
grants, becau se of the p hysically  
demanding and dangerous work they 
frequently do, are among those with 
most urgent health  care needs. The 
infant mortality rate is 25 percent higher 
among farm workers, who face constant 
exposure to highly toxic pesticides and 
substandard living conditions, than the 
national average. Farm workers have a 
life expectancy of 49 years, compared to 
75 years for the general population.

For undocumented youth, health risks 
are esp ecia lly  high. A 1990 study 
revealed 40 percent of farm worker chil­
dren had worked in fields still wet with 
pesticides; another 40 percent had been 
sprayed while actually in the fields.

Whatever health care undocumented 
immigrants do receive is generally sub­
standard. Immigrant health care facili­
ties, such as com munity and migrant 
clinics, are often "ineffective" and "inad­
equate" due to "unreliable state and fed­
eral funding," according to the Health 
Access Foundation.

Under Proposition 187, undocument­
ed immigrants would remain eligible for 
emergency care, the provision of which 
is required by federal law. In addition to 
being the most expensive form  of m ed
ical service, emergency care ge n era lly   
only seeks to alleviate the acute symp
toms of illness, not to provid e  la stin g   
solutions to chronic conditions, thereby 
leaving underlying health problem s 
unresolved and resulting in greater long 
term health care costs to the state.

Unfortunately, the emergency room  is  
where many im m igrants, b o th  d o cu
m ented and undocum ented,  e n d  u p   
receiving medical care because of fear of 
deportation and concern about jeopar
d iz in g  their im m igration  statu s. In 
August, an elderly Korean woman suf
fering from severe burn injuries died of  
cardiac arrest minutes after arr iv in g  a t  
an em ergency room  in P i n o l e .  T h e  
wom an's life could have been saved, 
except family members delayed calling 
for help because some did not have legal 
documentation.

A ccord ing  to the H ealth Access 
Foundation, that family is not alone in its 
fear: "Visits to emergency rooms repre­
sented 18.8 percent of the total visits by 
Asian pacifics, compared with 11.7 per­
cent for whites."

Sadly, the health of undocumented 
immigrants seems to be the last thing on 
the mind of even some opponents of 
Proposition 187. Taxpayers Against 
P roposition  187 om inously w arns, 
"Denying basic medical attention and 
im m unizations to m illions of people, 
many of whom handle our food supply

everyd ay , w ou ld  sp read  costly  and  
preventable communicable diseases 
throughout California." "It is not just 
someone else's health that would be 
threatened, it is yours," Says one opponent 
, as if undocumented immigrants' health 
w e re  le ss  w o rth y  o f  co n ce rn . 

S O C I AL S e r v i c e s

Proposition 187 would similarly pro
hibit state social service agencies from 
assisting persons unable to prove their 
lawful status and would require those 
agencies to report suspected undocu­
mented immigrants to state and federal 
a uthorities.

Proponents' claim that undocument­
ed im m igrants are taxing the state 's  
social services seems once again to be 
more rh eto ric  than reality .

Undocumented immigrants are already 
ineligible for most public assistance, 
inclu d ing  food stam ps and Aid to 
Fam ilies w ith D ependent C hildren  
(AFDC). In fact, a 1991 study of undocu­
mented women in San Francisco found 
that 64 percent did not seek social ser­
vices for eligible children because of fear 
of apprehension by the INS.

A similar study conducted by the INS 
in 1992 revealed less than one percent of 
im m igrants legalized  by the 1986 
Immigration Reform and Control Act 
received general assistance, social security, 

supplemental security income, workers' 
co m p e n sa tio n , o r  u n e m p lo y m e n t 

in su ran ce . L ess  th an  o n e  h a lf o f o n e  
percent recieved food stamps or AFDC. 

Oddly, the same proponents who pro­
fess such great concern for California's 
economy do not seem to be concerned 
about the $3 billion in federal matching 
funds that California's AFDC program 
could lose because of the measure's vio­
lation of federal privacy regulations.

The initiative would reserve the few 
social services currently available to 
undocumented immigrants, including 
foster care, child welfare, homeless shel­
ters, Head Start, and the Women, Infants 
and Children program, exclusively for 
citizens and lawful immigrants.

The measure could especially harm 
undocum ented wom en (as it w ould 
require battered women's shelters and 
rape crisis assistance centers, among

other women's services receiving state 
funds) to close their doors to persons 
without documentation, regardless of 
their actual immigration or citizenship 
status. Obtaining proper documenta­
tion, unfortunately, is the last thing on 
the minds of most women when they 
flee abusive relationships or survive 
rapes and turn to state-funded organiza
tions for support.

Immigrant women are already vul­
nerable  to abuse by their p artners 
because of federal law tying their lawful 
immigration status to their marriage and 

to their partners' willingness to sup­
port them financially. These legal 
requirem ents make it d ifficu lt for 
immigrant women to escape abusive 
relationships without risking depor­
tation or separation from their chil­
dren. The initiative's social service 
provisions could discourage immi­
grant women, both documented and 
undocumented, in crisis situations 
from ever seeking outside assistance.

It is not clear whether many 
non-profit social service organiza­
tions would be able to fill the void 
left behind by state agencies. Many, 
like the Asian Women's Shelter, in 
fact receive a substantial amount of 
their funding from the state and thus 
would also be subject to the initia­
tive's social service provisions.

L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t

P roposition  187 w ould also 
require law enforcement agencies to 
verify the lawful immigration or citi­
zenship statu s of p ersons under 
arrest who are suspected of being 
undocumented im m igrants and to 
report those persons to the state 
attorney general and to the INS.

The in itia tive 's law enforcemen
t provisions would supersede whatev

er sanctuary covenants that cities such 
as Berkeley may have established to protect

 undocum ented im m igrants from 
INS investigations. Because mere suspicion

 of undocum ented status would 
require law enforcem ent agencies to 
release inform ation about persons in 
their custody to state and federal authoritie
s, the initiative would jeopardize the 
privacy rights of in d iv id u als under 
investigation, who may or may not be 
undocumented immigrants.
Moreover, if the INS' periodic apprehe
nsions and deportations of U.S. citize
ns and legal immigrants of Mexican 
descent are any indication of the level of 
racism that exists in government agencies

 the in itia tiv e  cou ld  resu lt inc
reased harassment of and discrimination
 against Asians, Chícanos, and other 

people of color assumed to be undocume
nted immigrants.
Language-based  d iscrim in ation , 
already used by som e em ployers to 
harass and intimidate lim ited English 
speaking employees, could become standa
rd operating procedure for police 
departments throughout the state due to
the initiative's broad reporting provisio
ns. Seventy-seven percent of "Asians 
and Pacific Is lan d ers," for exam ple, 
speak a primary language other than 
Eng lish , according  to the 1990 U.S. 
Census report; 44 percent do not speak 
English well.
California Organization of Police and 
Sheriffs lobbyist, Bill Hemby, commented
, "There are many people who speak 
with accents. A police officer would 
have to spend hours every  tim e he

CONTINUED On page 14

The initiative’s violation of 

federal privacy protections 

jeopardizes the $2.3 billion 

California public schools 
receive from 

the government.



14 diatribe People of Color News Collective O c t o b e r  1 9 9 4

P r o p o s i t i o n  1 8 7
c o n t inued  f r o m  p age 13

makes an arrest of somebody who doesn't 
speak perfect English or who is dark- 
skinned or Asian, trying to check out that 
status with the INS."

Hemby's comment reflects not only the 
problems many law enforcement agencies 
might have implementing the initiative, 
but also the biases police officers might 
have toward people who "speak with 
accents" and toward "dark-skinned" peo­
ple.

The difficulties 
law enforcem ent 
agencies m ight 
have carrying out 
the in itia tiv e , 
how ever, do not 
reduce the threat 
that the initiative's 
law enforcem ent 
provisions pose to 
com m unities of 
color. One San 
Francisco Police 
Departm ent offi­
cer, who regularly 
w alks the
C hinatow n beat, 
stated frankly that 
he had neither the 
time nor the incli­
nation to enforce 
the initiative—his 
m other w as an 
u n d o c u m e n te d  
immigrant—but that enforcement would 
depend largely on the particular priorities 
of individual officers. Police, in other 
words, could use the new law as license 
to act upon their personal prejudices—a 
practice with which communities of color 
by now are all too familiar.

R a c i s t  R o o t s

Proponents deny the initiative has any 
underlying racist motivations. The facts, 
once again, suggest otherwise.

The initiative was authored by former 
INS director Alan Nelson and former INS 
western regional chief Harold Ezell, both 
of whom  served under the Reagan 
administration. Nelson and Ezell estab­
lished  A m ericans A gainst Illegal 
Immigration in January 1994 to promote 
Proposition 187 and other immigration 
control m ea­
sures.

Ezell is appar­
ently  not 
opposed to all 
form s of im m i­
gration, especial­
ly those that 
serve his compa­
ny, the Ezell 
G roup, w hich 
helps foreign  
investors obtain 
U.S. v isas.
U n fo rtu n ate ly , 
the same cannot 
be said about his 
cohort.

Nelson is a member and former lobby­
ist of the Federation  for A m erican 
Immigration Reform (FAIR), which has 
blamed immigrants, both legal and ille­
gal, for everything from crime, drug use, 
housing prices, and crowded classrooms 
to pollution, traffic jams, and water short­
ages, and which is a leading proponent of 
the initiative.

FAIR receives a substantial portion of 
its funding—in fact, some $600,000 since 
1988—from the Pioneer Fund, a founda­
tion estab lish ed  in 1937 to prom ote 
research into the im provem ent of the 
white race through genetic control tech­
niques, such as selective breeding.

The Pioneer Fund sponsored  the 
research of Johns Hopkins University's 
Robert G ordon, who recom mended 

mended use of financial incentives to dis­
courage Blacks with low intelligence quo­
tients from having children. The Pioneer 
Fund also financed  the research  of 
W illiam  Shockley, who am ong other 
things has argued that Black people's 
intelligence is a function of their white 
blood content.

Asked about the long-standing rela­
tionship between the two organizations, 
FAIR executive director Dan Stein told 
the San Francisco Chronicle earlier this 
year, " I  think they support our work 
because the [Pioneer Fund] trustees agree 
with what we're doing."

What exactly is the "work" that FAIR 
is doing that has earned them over $1 mil­
lion in financial support from the Pioneer 
Fund since FAIR'S inception in 1979? In 
1993, FAIR supported legislation requir­
ing state agencies to share information 
about undocumented immigrants, prohibiting 

 the appropriation of funds for the 
education of undocumented immigrants, 
excluding undocum ented im m igrants 
from public post-secondary institutions, 
and restricting legal immigrants' access to 
AFDC—interestingly enough, almost the 
same provisions contained in Proposition 
187.

Betw een 1991 and 1993, N elson

received over $220,000 
from FAIR for his lob­
bying and consulting 
work. Nelson is now 
on the payroll of Save 
Our State, the princi­
pal p o litica l action 

committee supporting  the initiative. Save 
Our State, which ow es N elson som e 
$40,000 for his work on the campaign, 
receives approximately one-third of its
funding- over $400,000 as of June 30— 
from the California Republican Party and 
from state Republican lawmakers.

W h o  N e e d s  E n e m i e s ?

FAIR and Save Our State aren't the 
only organizations fueling the current 
anti-immigrant hysteria. The attacks have 
come from sources much closer to home.
T h e  media, whose overall tone has 
been one of opposition to Proposition 187, 
have nevertheless made frequent refer­
ences to undocumented immigrants as 
potential members of an "ill-educated, 
disease-prone underclass." Rather than 
challenge prevailing stereotypes about 
immigrants, these references only validate 
the public's irrational fears about the 
undocumented and encourage lawmakers 
to propose even more draconian mea­
sures— such as en larging the Border 
Patrol and increasing U.S. military pres­
ence along the southern border—to intim­
idate and harass undocumented immi­

grants.

Even organized opposition groups, 
such as Taxpayers Against Proposition 
187 and C aliforn ians U nited Against 
Proposition 187, have had to embrace 
some of the more popular criticisms of 
undocumented immigrants in order for 
their voices to be heard amidst the current 
anti-immigrant clamor.

"Illegal immigration is ILLEGAL. Isn't

it time we enforce the law?" The state­
ment might have headlined a "Save Our 
State" campaign brochure. Instead, it 
appears in the California ballot pamphlet 
as an argument against  Proposition 187.

Attacking undocumented immigrants, 
or at least conceding that undocumented 
immigration is a problem that federal and 
state lawmakers will eventually need to 
resolve, is in fact part of the overall pro­
paganda strategy of Taxpayers Against 
Proposition 187 and, to a lesser extent, 
Californians United Against Proposition 
187, both of whom seem more concerned 
about gaining electoral support than 
about the possibility of their actions lay­
ing the groundwork for future attacks 
upon the rights of both documented and 
undocumented immigrants.

"It is essential to distinguish between 
long-term  objectives— turning public 
opinion around on immigrants and their 
contributions— and short-term  ob jec­
tives— d efeating  P rop osition  187 on 
November 8 ," advises a public opinion 
analysis used by initiative opponents. 
"A rg u ing  that im m igrants are being 
unfairly blamed for economic and social 
problems is counterproductive in this cli­
mate." Hopefully, undocumented immi­
grants will understand this political tru­
ism the next time they are turned away 
from the sta te 's  h osp ita ls and public 
schools because of the hatred and fear 
encouraged by this propaganda.

Even C aliforn ian s U nited A gainst 
Proposition 187, the supposedly progres­
sive, grassroots alternative to Taxpayers 
Against Proposition 187, has unsuccess­
fully resisted the temptation to join the 
anti-immigrant fray.

C aliforn ian s U nited notes in its 
"T a lk in g  Points on Im m igration and 
Immigrants"— the document used to train 
cam paign sp eakers throughout the 
Alameda County region— that the U.S. 
total foreign-b orn  population  has 
declined from 14 percent in 1910 to 8 per
cent in 1990 and that A sians and 
M exicans w ere "o n ly "  19 percent of 
immigrants admitted to the U.S. between 
1820 and 1990— as if the foreign-born 
population were an unwanted presence in 
the U.S. or as if any proportion of Asian 
or Mexican immigration required justifi­
cation.

Californians United has attempted to 
balance its politically acceptable propa­
ganda with some references to the eco­
nomic contributions and basic human 
rights of undocumented immigrants.

All told, Proposition 187 could cost 
California $15 billion in federal funds for

e d u c a t i o n ,  
health care, 
and social 
s e r v i c e s .  
P roponents 
and op po­
nents w ill 
argue from 
now until 
Election Day 
about the 
e c o n o m i c  
merits of the 
i n i t i a t i v e .  
The bottom 
line, howev
er, is less 
i m p o r t a n t  

than the massive injustice the initiative 
would bring upon people who desire 
nothing more than a chance to earn a 
decent living for their families, and who 
deserve nothing less than the health, edu­
cation, and safety that are the birthright of 
all human beings. 

Immigrant health care 

facilities such as com­

munity and migrant 

clinics are often “inad- 

squate” and “ineffect

ive” due to “unreliable 

state funding,” accord­

ing to the Health 

Access Foundation.

. . .  the arguments of both the 

proponents and opponents on 

the economic and legal merits 

of the initiative have effec­

tively dehumanized the plight 

of all immigrants . . .
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If  t h e  B a y  A r e a  is

KNOWN FOR ITS ENER­

GETIC ACTIVIST COMMU

NITIES, QUEER PEOPLE OF  

COLOR HAVE FORMED

YET ANOTHER FRONT TO

FUEL THE PROACTIVE

Fires.

Q u e e r  p e o p l e  o f

COLOR HAVE COME  

TOGETHER IN A VARIETY 

OF CREATIVE WAYS TO 

NURTURE ONE ANOTHER 

WHILE FIGHTING IGNO­

RANCE AND OPPRESSION.

F o l l o w i n g  a r e  j u s t  a

FEW OF THE EXAMPLES OF 

SUCH EFFORTS.

R e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  P e o p l e

A
i d s  p r e v e n t i o n ,  

E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  

I n t e r v e n t i o n  h a v e

T A K E N  A V A R I E T Y  OF  C R E ­

A T I V E ,  S E X - P O S I T I V E  F O R M S ,  

L I K E  W R I T I N G  W O R K S H O P S ,  

M A K E - U P  C L A S S E S ,  D R A G  

S H O W S ,  AN D  RET REATS .  ON­
G O I N G  C L A S S E S  F O R  Q U E E R S  

OF C O L O R  HAV E  S O U G H T  T O  

P R E V E N T  A ID S T H R O U G H  

C O M M U N I T Y - B U I L D I N G  A N D  

E M P O W E R M E N T ,  N O T  J U S T  

T H R O U G H  LATEX A N D  C L I N I ­

CAL W A R N I N G S .  A F EW KEY 

ORG ANI ZAT I ONS  T O  CONTACT 

ARE:

Proyecto Contrasida  
P o r  V i d a  ( P C P V )
targets queer Latinos. 

Home of the Arte DIVAS drag 
troupe and of the budding 
Latina's Tetatúd movement. 
If you don't know what that 
means, call and get informa­
tion: (415) 864-7278.

G a y  A s i a n  P a c i f i c  
A l l i a n c e ( G A P A ) ,
a n d  t h e  G A P A  

C o m m u n ity  HIV Project  
( G C H I P ) .  Home of the 
monthly magazine Lavender 
G odzilla . GCHIP can be 
reached at (415) 575-3939. Or 
leave a message for GAPA at 
(415) 282-GAPA.

B ro th e rs '  N e tw o rk ,  
 for queer black men.

P ositively  Black and 
Proud is where their writers 
deposit their ink. To take an 
exercise class, write poetry, or 
to learn about taking care of 
someone with AIDS, call (415) 
749-6714

A M A S S I - ( A f r i c a n -  
 A m e r i c a n  A I D S

S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s  
a n d  S u r v iv a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  
Inc.) They may not offer aer­
obics classes and sex-writing 
w orkshops, but 
they are located 
on the East Bay 
and they empha­
size creative, car­
ing ways to look 
after HIV p o si­
tive and negative 
women and men 
of diverse sexual 
o r i e n t a t i o n s .
They also house 
several support 
groups, among 
them the Black 
M en 's Xchange 
and the Black 
W o m e n ' s  
X change, for 
black men who 
love men and 
black wom en 
who love
women, respec
tively. They also  
gender support group and a young men's collective. Contact (510) 601-9066

P
U B L I C A T I O N S .  T H E S E  

ARE J UST  A FEW.  S O M E  

A R E  N A T I O N A L ,  S O M E

ARE INTERNATIONAL,  AND YET 

O T H E R S  AR E  L O C A L .  A F E W 

A R E  S T R U C T U R E D  A R O U N D  

I N F O R M A L  S U P P O R T  N E T ­

W O R K S  O R  I N D E P E N D E N T  

ORGANI ZATI ON.

A r a b  L e s b i a n  a n d  
B is e x u a l  W o m en  
T ell T h e ir  S to r ie s  is

looking for s u b m is s io n s . 
Any genre, including letters, 
journal entries, stories, essays, 
or plays, is acceptable. Entries 
can be w ritten  in E nglish , 
Arabic, or any combination of 
both. M ust in som e way 
touch on being Arab and les­
bian/bisexual. Pen nam es 
acceptable. Subm issions or 
information: PO Box 460526, 
San Francisco, California 94114.

co n m oción : r ev is ta  y 
r e d  r e v o lu c i o n a r i a  
de le s b ia n a s  la tin a s .

Writings and graphics by les­
bianas latinas in English, 
Spanish, or Spanglish . 
Submissions or subscriptions: 
conmoción, 1521 Alton Road 
#336, Miami Beach, Florida  33139. 
(305) 751-8385.

sex positive

H a s h a . I r a n i a n  
lesbian/gay/bisexual 
n e w s l e t t e r .  

E nlgish/Farci b ilingu al. 
Aliases OK. For more infor­
m ation, w rite to PO Box 
460495, San Francisco, C alifornia 
94146-0495.

P h o e n ix  R is in g .  A  
 new sletter of Asian 

P acific lesb ian  and 
b isexu al w om en. W rite to 
Phoenix Rising, 2681 Bush St, 
San Francisco, California  94115.

T r ik o n e .  M agazine 
f o r  

lesbian/bisexual/gay 
South Asians in over 20 coun­
tries. Trikone is also active

locally in social, educational, 
and community events. For 
m ore inform ation  w rite  to 
P.O. Box 21354, San Jose, California  
95151-1354, or call (408) 270- 
8776, or e-m ail 

trikone@rahul.net

F u n n y  T h a t  
 W ay. A new zine 

soon to release its 
first issue. By and for 
queer youth. If you are 
21 or under, send submis­
sions to Brava! for 
Women in the Arts, 2180 
Bryant St., San Francisco 
C alifornia  94110 or contact 

Rebakah or Y vette  at (415) 
641-7684.

W
o m e n ' s  D a n c e  

C l u b s . S o r r y . 

D i d n ' t  g e t

A R O U N D  T O  L I S T I N G  C L U B S  

F O R  B O Y S ,  B U T  T H O S E  A R E  

A L S O  N O T  A S  R A R E  A C O M ­

M O D I T Y ,  ( A L T H O U G H  H O P E ­

F U L L Y  T H E S E  A R E  N O T  T H E  

O N L Y  O N E S  F O R  W O M E N ! ) .

C a l l  a n y  o f  t h e  a b o v e  

AIDS P R E V E N T I O N  O R G A N I ­

ZATI ONS,  AND THEY MAY DROP 

A COUPLE OF LEADS.

C O L O R S -  For Latina 
wom en 21 and over. 
Last Saturday of every 

m onth from  9pm -2am . 
Proceeds go to a d ifferen t 
fu n d raiser or com m unity 
effort every time. Put on by 
Chili D. Productions. Contact: 
Diane Felix at (415) 552-7087.

A B L U N T  w hich 
 stand s for A sians, 

Blacks, Latinas Uniting 
for New Tribes. Dance once 
every month to hip hop, rap, 
reggae, and salsa. 21 and over 
only. Contact: DJ Black at 
(415) 553-4579.

Fo r  Y o u t h  O n l y .

 
D ra m a  D iv a s  Theater 
w riting  and p erfo r­
mance group for queer 

and questioning youth 21 or 
younger. The group is open 
to youth of all backgrounds, 
but the emphasis has typically 
been on people of color since 
its b irth  three years ago. 
Em ploym ent p o ssib ilities  
available for anyone under 18. 
Directed by award-winning 
play write and goddess in resi
dence C herríe M oraga. 

Contact Yvette Gomez at (415) 
641-7684.

L Y R I C - ( L a v e n d a r  
Youth Recreation and 
Information Center) has 

two support groups for peo­
ple of co lor 23 and under: 
S istahs in the Life and 
Brothers in Arms. (415) 703- 
6150.

F A B R I C - ( F r e s h
 A sians Being Real in 

our com m u n ities) has 
a supp ort group for queer 
A sian/ P acific Island ers 25 
and under. Call (415) 575- 
3931 or write to 1841 Market 
St., San Francisco, California  94103.

A
d v o c a c y ,  S u p p o r t , 

e t c .

N ational C en ter  for  
 Lesbian Rights has a

project for legal support 
for lesbians of color. Contact 
the San Francisco office at 
(415) 392-6257

T h e  C e n t e r  fo r  
I n d e p e n d e n t  
L i v i n g  has a special 

support group and services 
for disabled queer women of 
color. Contact Marta at (510) 
841-4776.

U C B e rk e le y  W o m
en 's  R e so u rce  C e n
t e r -  can help facilitate 

or form support groups on the 
UC Berkeley campus. If you 
would be interested in hook­
ing up with other queer peo­
ple of color and do not know 
where to start, or if you would 
be interesting in helping to 
form a supp ort group for 
queer latinos or lesbians of 
co lor, leave a con fid en tia l 
message for Elizabeth Rivera 
at (510) 643-5728.

Compiled by Ann Rubinstein 
and Jennie Luna. Many 
thanks to Ricardo, Diane, and 
Marcia at PCPV, Alfonso and 
Cara at LYRIC, and Elizabeth 
Rivera at the UCB Women's 
Resource Center for helping 
compile this list and for let­
ting us use their graphics.
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26 OCTOBER
H ealth  Care and Human R igh ts in 
Guatemala
O svaldo Pac— G uatem alan doctor and 
director of ASECA (Asociación de Servicios 
Comunitarios de Salud)
•7:30 pm. La Peña Cultural Center, 3105 
Shattuck Avenue , Berkeley, $5 
phone: (510) 849-2568

United Nations Fourth World Conference 
on Women
Monthly preparation meeting of United 
Women of Color: Beijing & Beyond. Update 
on p reparation s for the O fficia l U.S. 
Regional Preparatory Meetings for the UN 
Fourth World Conference on Women.
•7-9 pm, Mission Recreation Center, 745 
Treat Street, San Francisco.
New members come at 6:30 pm to learn 
Beijing basics.

Stop Cancer Tour
Fuerza Unida - Fast for Justice
• 12 Noon, assemble at 555 Market (in front 
of Chevron office).
For information call (415)281-9996.

27 OCTOBER

Conjunto Social y Folclórico
Puerto Rican Folk Music
La Peña Cultural Center, 3105 Shattuck
Avenue, Berkeley
phone: (510) 849-2568

Chicano/Latino Policy Project Presents:
W illiam  V ega— Professor of Behavioral 
Science, University of California Berkeley 
"Crime, Culture, and Latino Communities." 
•3:30-5:00 pm, ISSC, 2420 B ow ditch, 
Berkeley

28 OCTOBER

Maganda Magazine Reception
"ACTIVISM" issue#7
•6:00 pm - 10:00 pm, Golden Bear Center 
Atrium, University of California Berkeley

Día de los Muertos Dance
sponsored by Herm anos Unidos at the 
Bear's Lair, Lower Sproul, University of 
California Berkeley

30 OCTOBER

A Gathering of Ohlonean Peoples
•10:00 am-4:30 pm, Coyote Hills Regional
Park
for info call (510)795-9385

Shabana Azmi Film Retrospective (7 films) 
Tribute to the Actor/Activist presented by 
South Asia D iscu ssion  Group 
and The India Relief & Education Fund. 
W heeler A ud itorium , U n iv ersity  of 
California Berkeley 
•$5/ film. Times vary.
For in form ation  call (510)490-2849 or 
(415)474-7311.
Additional dates: November 5; November
13.

1 NOVEMBER

Día de los Muertos Celebration with Casa 
Magdalena Mora
poetry, dancing, food, altars, and much 
more...
•7:00-8:30 pm, Unit 3 Recreation Room, 
University of California at Berkeley

Breaking of the Fast
Fuerza Unida—Fast for Justice
•Noon, 1155 Battery Street, Levi Plaza. For
information call (415)281-9996.
'Day of the Angels'—please wear white.

4 NOVEMBER

Chicago's Latino Renaissance
Chicana & Latino art, history, and music 
A round table discussion featuring Celia 
Herrera Rodriguez, Martin of Los Crudos, 
and Jason Ferreira.
•6:00 pm, 122 W heeler, U n iv ersity  of 
California Berkeley.
For info call (510) 643-9921.

6 NOVEMBER

An Afternoon of Indian Cinema
"Eyes of Stone'' - directed by Nilita Vachani 
" I  Live in Behram  Pada'' - d irected by 
Modhushree Dutta
•3:00 pm, 155 Dwinelle Hall, University of 
California Berkeley, donations $15/$10 stu­
dents
For info call (510) 215-7308.

9 NOVEMBER

An Evening with Leonard Peltier
Prem ier show ing of "S till  No Ju stice- 
United States vs. Leonard Peltier" 
•7:00-10:00 pm, La Peña Cultural Center, 
3105 Shattuck Avenue Berkeley 
$10-$15 sliding scale, for info call (415) 552-
1992 or (415) 4594893

11 NOVEMBER

Dance on the Edge: Benefit for the Sacred 
Grove Women's Forest Sanctuary
Great food, Raffle, Ritual, All-woman salsa 
band, A'zucar Y Crema 
•7pm to Midnight, First Unitarian Church, 
Kensington (w/a)
$12-25
For info call (510) 548-1693 
For directions call (510) 525-0302

take note of our new address

201 Heller Lounge 
MLK Student Union 
Berkeley, California  
94720
C o m m u n ica te .

C hicago’s Latino  
R enaissance

Chicana and Latino Art, History, and  
Music

Friday November 4, 199 
122 Wheeler Hall,UC Berkeley Doors open at 6:00 pm 

This event is free and all are welcome 

Celia Herrera Rodriguez, Artist. Celia will
comment on Chicago Chicanismo and present one of her art 

projects, la llorona.

Martin of Los Crudos, lead singer. Martin will 
explain the politics and necessity of being a Spanish singing 

punk band.

Jason Ferreira, Ethnic Studies Graduate
student. Jason will comment on the Chicano Southwestern 

Paradigm.

For more information contact: The Center For Racial Education Berkeley California  94 7 2 0
3 1 2  Eshleman Hall, UC Berkeley 510-643-9921
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B a r r o w s  
Ha l l  on
t h e  U C
B e r k e l e y
c a m p u s .

C o m e  if  
y o u ' r e  
i n t e r e s t ­
ed.
We  a l s o  
e a g e r l y  
a c c e p t  
s u bmi s ­
s i o n s .  
T h e y  
m a y  be

e d i t e d
f or
l e n g t h
a n d / o r
c l a r i t y
( bu t
w e ' l l  t r y  
o u r  h a r d
es t  to 
c o n s u l t  
y o u

f i r s t ) .  
P l e a s e  
a t t a c h  
y o u r  
n a m e  
a n d  n u m ­
b e r  to 
t he  s u b ­
m i s s i o n ,  
a n d  ma i l  
it.

Neds the used textbook specialists! 

Baneroft near telegraph 204-0900
Used books! 
CAL clothing at discount prices 
Great prices for our used 
textbooks!


