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February 7, 19231,
Dear Wiss Morgan :
I telegraphed you to-day:

"Better wait for setitled weather and build towers of con-
crete, Meanwhile, put decorators in house A instead of C so that

. construction will not injure decoration; that is, if you think best,

/

"How are other houses proceeding? Can you send we nodels of
A and B similar to model of C? = These are very illuminating.

"What do you think of central motif for the middle plot or
rlaza? How about a fountain or a pool? The water could run from
that into the fountains of the various houses as these would be lower
down,

"I think since everything else has been so elaborated and
refined we should do something particularly attractive in this central
plot.*

The solution of the central plot is simple enough
on paper but I do not know how it will work out on the ground,

I suggest, if the practical situation permits, that we change
the axis of the main house and aim it directly at the middle of the
central plot, and that we . put a fountain and a pool in the middle
of the plot in a way to make a very decorative feature for the ter-
race of the main house to look out upon.

In fact, I imagine that the terrace of the main house could
Le made (o merge right into this central motif so that this central
plot or plaza would be the front yard of the main house, as it were.
In order toc do this successfully we would have to move one tree and
maybe two, but this, I understand, can be done, especlially as these
trees are mwt, as I remember, the very big ones.

I think the axis of the main house could be swung around in
the manner indicated, but it might e necessary to advance it a little
bit, so that it would clear the big trees on each side of the main
house, I will not attempt to say how this should be done, as you
can tell much better on the ground.

3. I have telegraphed about the towers on house O,
I think the towers are very attractive and will have considerable prac-—
tical value in addition to beauty, They should be wonderful sleeping
porches and if there is room we should have a wash stand in each one
of those upper tower rcoms obut not much else,

3. I wrote also about a turn for automobiles on
the right hand side of the main house just before the road enters the
circle around the central plot. I spoke about this before and it
seems t0 me rather desirable, because we are making the road around

the central plot more and more of a park and promenade d less of
road than wepha.d. originally inteﬁdedf and theppa,ssa,ge o?na,ny cgnsidgr_

able number of automobiles around this path will certainly be a nuisance
if not a menace, :
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1t ought to be possible for most of the automobiles which
arrive to deliver their passengers and luggage or whatever they have
to deliver at the first turn, the proposed one, and then retreat with- .
out disturbing the inhabitants of the houses at all, Please try to
work something out on these lines,

4, The model of house C which you sent we is very
charming and very informative. It gives me a complete idea of the
little house and its gardens, I would very much like to have a simi-
lar model of house A, which I think should be a very effective house,
with its terraces.

I do not see that there is anything else to be done to house A
but it will be hard to make the terraces as pretty as those of house C,
Everything that we can do, however, should be done to make it egually
attractive,

House B is the stepchild at rresent, and nothing has been done
to make its terraces especially attractive, I wish you would kindly de=-
vise something so that it may e in line with the others and have a lit=-
tle private garden that will be beautiful, .

I suppose the storms have retarded the work a good deal, so
that there will be no use of my coming out in the early part of March,
as I had intended., I would better wait until April or maybe even
until the first of May, Please let me know so that I can make my plans
accordingly, -

/ 5. I am sending ancther car containing various
spurchases, There are two Hermes, ancient Greck heads, the archaic
{style, from Lord Hope's collection. I think they should g0 as decora-
itionlin the court of house A, perhaps where I have' drawn the little
xcircles,

gf I also got an oriental lattice whish We can use as a model

%xyerhaps for the lattices in the towers,

(

LY
I also bought a so-called sarcophagus but. which the Metropoli-
tan Museum people tell me is not a sarcophagus but ég all probability
a cistern or basin of a wall fountain, rresumably male fer 80me monasg=
tery. 1

The piece was sold as Byzantine and I am disposed tc¢ think is
Byzantine, The Metropolitan lMuseum does not dispute it, but say there
arc some arguments in favor of 10th or 1lth century, I will enclose
their letter, which please be good enough to return to me after you
have read it,

This very interesting piece, I think, we can place in the
middle of the court wall of house C, right under where we now have the
little terra cotta virgin and child,
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4 I was fortunate enough to get at this same sale a very wonder—
“ ful Persian 18th century tile field, It is almost 4' X 5! in size
and is similar to one of the prized pieces of the letropolitan Museum,
It is said to come from the imperial sumumer palace, Tou will admire
it greatly, I am sure, and I suggest that we take out the litsle
virgin and child, which is modern, and put this tile field in there
¥ith a little tile frame or gilt frame of some kind.

I. do not know whether to protect it with glass or not, I
would like to, but glass somehow does not look right over an outside
decoration of this kind,

B, I have been unable to get any Spanish Jars.
Or even any Moorish jars of any conseguence, but 1 have secured a
number of good Chinese jars and Jardinieres which we ought to be able
to use effectively in impeortant points of our garden decoration, I
am having these carefully packed and put in the car.

I also got some very fine Chinese stone statuary and some
Very rare wood carvings. I am sending these along, too, although I
do not know where to use them, for the moment. They are too good to
put outside, We can probably use them later in one of the houses
which we will build in Chinese 8tyle,

: e There is a sale of 18th century Italian
stuff coming off in a week or 80, and after that I think I will have
a car full and about @ll that is important, as the good sales of the
Year will then Le over.

I am getting some chairs and practical furniture for use in-
side the houses,

You will notice among the marbles sent out a little while
ago a very beautiful Galatea, which we could possibly use in the central
pool that I am suggesting. There is also, I think, a tinted statue
by Gerome, which might be put in the Byzantine story of house A, This
latter should certainly be protected.

If you will send me plans and elevations for the Byzantine
suite I will try to get some material for it here,

Sincerely yours,

7
W et d

JW




