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February 7, 1921. 
Der i s · organ: 

I telegraphed you to-day: 

"Bett er wait for se tled weather and build to ers of con-crete. ean hile, pu decorators in house A instead of C so that cons t ruction will not injure decoration; that is, if you think best. "ow are other houses proceeding? Can you send 1e rrode ls of A and 

plaza? 
that i 
down. 

simil o o el of ? T ese are very illuminating. 11W' t do you tl ink of central motif for the mi d ·1e plot or Hoy a b out a fountain or a pool? The water could run from t o the fountains oft e va ious houses as these would e lower 
"I think since everyt i else has been so elaborated and refined we should do somethi g particularly attractive in this central plot." 

The solution oft e antral plot is simple enough on paper but I do not know how it will work out on t he ground. 

I suggest, if t he practical i u tion permi ts, t hat e ch t h axis oft e main house and aim it directly at the middle of the central lot , an tat we . put a fountain and a pool in the I i ddle of the plot in a way ~o make a very decorative feature for t he ter­race oft e main house to look out upon. 

I fac , i m i e t e terr ace of t he main house could be ade o rne rge i ght int o t his central motif so that this central plot or plaza would be t he front yard of t he ain house, as it ere. In order t o d thi sue essfully we would have to move one tree and maybe two, bu this , I und ta , ca oe done, es ecially as these t rees ar e rot, as I reme ber, the very i g ones. 

I think the axi s of t he ain house could be siung around in 

ge 

them 
bit, so 
house. 
can te l l 

e indicated, ut i t mi ght be nece ary t o advance i a i t •le that it ould clear the bi g t rees on each s i de of t he main I will not a tern t to say how this should be done, as you much ' e tter on t e oum. 

2. I have elegT hed about t he towers on house C. I think t .e towers a ... :e ver y attr active and will have considerable prac­tical value in addi t ion o beau y. They should be w nderful sleeping por hes n if ther t: i s room e should h ve wash stand in each one of t hose upper to err oms but not much else. 

3. I wr o~ also about a turn for automobiles on th ri ght and side of the main hou e jus before t he road enters the circ e around t he ce. tral plot. I spoke about this before and it s eems to me rather des irable, because we are mak ing the road around the ce t r 1 plot mo e and more o a park and promenade ~nd les of a road than we had original y intended, and t he passage or any consider-able number of automo ilea around t his path il l certainly be a nuisance 
if not a nenace. 



• 

\ 

It ought to be poss i bl e for most of the automobiles which arr i ve to deli ver t heir pas engers and luggage or whateve they have to deliver at the f i rst t urn, t he proposed one, and then retreat with­ou dis t urbing the inhabitants of the houses at all. Please try to ork somethin out on t hese· lines. 

4. The model of house C which you sent e i s very charmi ng and ve ry informat ive. I t give s me a compl ete i dea of the lit le house and i ts gardens. I would ve r y much like t o h ve a simi­lar mode l of house A, which I think should be a very eff ective house, 1th it s ter races. 

I do not see t hat t ee is any t hing else t o be done to house A but it will be hard to make t he t er · ce as p ·et y as those of house c. Everyt in that we can do , ho ever , should be done t o make it equally attract i ve . 

House B is the s tepchild at present, and nothing has been done to make its ter r ces e specially at t r active. I ish you would kindly de­vise something so that i t ay be in line with the others nd h ve a lit­t le private garden that will be beautiful • ., 
I suppo e the storms have retarded the work a good deal, so t hat there vil be no use of iny coming out in t. e ear l y part of arch, as I had intended. I would better wait until April or maybe even until t he fi r st of ' Y• Please le t me kno ·v s that I can make my plans ac co d ingl y . . 

, 5. I am sending anot her car containing various -purchases. T ere ar a to Hermes, ancient Gre ek heads . he archaic tyle , f r m Lor d Hope ' s collection. I think they should go as decora­t i on in t.e cour t of house A, perhaps whe e I have ' dr wn t he little .circles. 

I also got an oriental lattice • i.:: r.. we can use as a mod 1 perhaps for t he lat t ices in the towers. 
\ 

( 

I also bought a so-called sar cophagus bu~ wh~ch the i e tr opoli-. tani utseum pebopl~ t efll me 1
1
·s ~ot ta ~arcophagusbb

1
ut ~n alfl probability a cs ern or as1n o a wa r oun a1n, pre suma y male or some monas-tery. • \ 

Tha piece was sold as Byzantine , d I am is osed to t hink is Byzant i ne . T e · retropolit n useum oes not d i spu e it, uut say ther e a1·e some arguments in favor of 10th or 11t h ·century. I will enclose their le te r , w1i ch pl ease be good enough t o r eturn to me after you have read it . 

This very interest i ng piec e , I think , ve can place in the mi ddle of the court wall of house C, ri ght under her e we no.v have the li tt le terra cotta virgin and chi ld. 



3. 

/.,_ I was fortuna e enough to ge t at thi s ame sale a very onder-ful Per s ian 16th century ile field. I ·t i s almost 4 1 X 5 1 in i ze nd is simil r t o one of the rized pieces of t he 1 e t opoli tan ,useum. I t i s sai d t o c o 1e fr om the imper i a l sumrer pa l ace. You vi ll admir e it gr· eat l y, I am sure , and I suggest that we take out l e lit t le vi r •i n and chi ld , which is modern, and put hi s tile f i e ld in here i tl a l i t tl i l e f r aue or gilt f rame of some kind. 
I . do not know v e t er to pr otect i t i t h gla s or not. I would like· to, but la s omehow does no1.1 look r i ght over an ou · s ide decoration of t hi s kind. 

6. I have be nun l e to ge t · ny p nish j a.l's . 

(

or even an oorish jars of any consequence , but have secured a number of good Chinese j ars and jard inieres hi ch we ou ht to be able to us effectively in impor t ant points of our garden dec oration. I am having these car ef ully packed and put in he ca.1· . 
I also got some very fine Chinese s t one stat uary and so .e very rare ood carvings . I am sending these a long, t oo, although I do not know here to use th m, for t he 10ment . They ar e t oo good to pu t outside. 'e can proba l y use th m l ater i n o e of the houses which e ill ouild in Chine e styl e . 

7. mnere i , sale of 16th century Italian s t uf coming off in a week or so , and aft er t hat I think I wi l l have a car f ul l and about 2..11 t hat is impor t ant, as the good sa l e s of the ye ar wil l t 1en e over. 

I am ·e tt ing some chairs and practical furniture for use in-s i de the houses . 

( 

You il l not i ce among the marbles sent out a li tt le while a go a very beautiful alatea , which e could possibly use in the central pool tha I am suggesting. T e::: e is al so, I think, a tinted statue by erome , hi ch might be put in the Byzantine story of house A. This lat t er should certainly be protected. 

If you will send me plans and elevations for t he Byzant ine suite I wi 1 try to ge t some material for it her e . 

Since re ly yours , 
J W 


