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Kohar and Krikor Mirigian.
A gallery adjacent to thE>

Armenian Studies Program of·
fices in the Leon S. Peter1;
Business Building, which i:;
under construction, will btl
dedicated to Mirigian and his
family.

Mirigian has been a farmer
in the valley.

Other donors are the Arme·
nian· Students Organization,
the Armenian National Com·
mittee, the Armenian Alumni
Association, the National In·
stitute of Armenian Culture,
and individuals.

Der Mugrdechian said the
endowed chair will guarantee
the permanency of Armenian
studies at FSU. Currently, the
only tenured professor in the
program is Chairman Dickran
Kouymjian.

The University of California
at Los Angeles and Fresno
State are the only public
universities in the state to of·
fer Armenian studies pro·
grams. Universities with en·
dowed chairs in Armenian
studies are UCLA, Columbia
University, Harvard University
and the University of
Michiqan.

There are about 40 students
of Armenian ancestry atten·
ding FSU, Der Mugrdechian
said. The 10·year-old program
offer six to eight classes each
semester.

"Once we have an endowed
chair it will put emphasis on
research as well," Der
Mugerdichian said, adding
that perhaps the program can
expand to offer a full major in
Armenian studies. Currently it
offers only a minor.

Der Mugrdechian said the
endowed chair should be a
drawing card for FSU's Anne-
nian Studies Program, as will
the program's new offices in

the Peters building.
"I definitely think it will

make us more competitive,"
he said.

FRESNO, CA-Nearly 50,000
has been donated toward an
endowed chair for the Arme·
nian Studies Program at
Fresno State University, which
would be just the sixth endow-
ed chair nationwide in Arme·
nian studies.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
one of two teachers in the FSU
program, said that $300,000 i~;
needed to establish the chair,
which would be used to attract
a top Armenian studies
scholar as a professor in the
program.

Richard Francois, director
of development and communi-
ty relations for FSU, said year-
ly interest from the
$300,000-which would be
about $200,000-would be us-
ed to supplement the endowed
chair's FSU-paid salary and to
cover expenses such as
research. _", ..

The occupant of the endow·
ed chair would be paid top
FSU salary, about $50,000 a
year.

Der Mugrdechian said the
goal is t6 collect the $300,000
within three years.

There is also a fund for an
endowed chair In the jour
nalism department in the
name of former FSU jour··
nalism professor 110ger
Tatarian. There has been
about $50,000 collected for the
Tatarian chair.

The most recent donation to
the Armenian studies ·chair
came from Mesrob Mirigian,
who gave $20,000 in memory
of his wife, Mary, parents,



FRESf'..'

PAGE 1 of 1

By Anne Dudley
Nearly $50,000 has been donated

toward an endowed chair for the
Armenian Studies Program at Fresno
St.ate University, which would be jU5t
the sixth endowed chair nationwide in
Armenian studies.

Barlow Der Mugrdeehian, one or
two teachers in the FSU program, said
that $300,000 is needed to establish the
chair, which would be used to aU raet a
top Armenian studies scholar as 1 prc,-
fessor in the program.

Richard Francois, direct.or 0 t
development and community relations
for FSU, said yearly interest. from the
$300,000 - which woule! be about
$20,000 - would be used to suppk-
ment the endowed chair's FSU -paid
salary and to cover expenses such as
research,

The occupant of t.he cndowd
chair would be paid top FSU salary,
about $50,000 a year.

Del' Mugrdechian said t.he goal is
to collect the $300,000 within three
years.

There is also a fund for an endow·
ed chair in the journalism department
in t.he name of former FSU journalism
professor Roger Tatarian. There has
been about $50,000 collected for the
Talarian chair.

The most recent. donation to the
.Armeniail studies chair came from
Mesrob Mirigian, who gave $20,000 in
memory of his wife, Mar'y, and
parents, Kollar ane! Krikor Mirigian,

A gallery adjacent to the Arrne-
nian St udies Progrum offices in the
Leon S. Peters Business Building,
which is tinder construction, will be
dedicated to Mirigian and his family.

Otller donors are the Armenian
Students Organization, the Armenian
National Committee, the Armenian
Alumni Association, the National In-
stitute or Armenian Culture, and in-
dividuals.

Del' Mugrdtchian said the endow-
ed chair will guarantee t.he permanency
of Armenian studies at FSU. Current-
ly. the only tenured professor in the
program is Chairman Dickran Kouym-
jian.

There are about 400 students of
Armenian ancest.ry attending FSU, Der
M ugrdechian said. The 10-year-old
program offers six to eight classes each
semester.

"Once we have an endowed chair
it will put emphasis on research as
well," Der Mugrdechian said, adding
that. perhaps the program can expand
to offer a full major in Armenian
st.udies. Currently it. offers only a
minor.

Del' Mugrdechian said the endow-
ed chair should be a drawing card for
FSU's Armenian Studies Program, as
will the program's new offices in the
Peters building.

-------_.-

$50,000 Fori
Armenian
Studies Chail,1
At FSU

The University of California at
Los Angeles and Fresno State are the
only public universities in t.he st.ate to
offer Armenian st.udies programs.
Universities wit.h endowed chairs in
Armenian studies. are UCLA, Colum-
bia University, Harvard Universit.y and
the University of Michigan .•
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$50,000 Raisecl fCH' FSlJ Armenian Studies

By Anne Dudley
The most recent donation to the

Armenian studies chair came from
Mesrob Mirigian, who gave $20,000
in memory of his wife, Mary, and
parents, Kohar and Krikor Mirigian,

A gallery adjacent to the Armenian
Studies Program offices in the Leon
S, Peters Business Building, which is
under construction, will be dedicated
to Mirigian and his family,

Other donors are the Armenian
Students Organization, the Armenian
National Committee, the Armenian
Alurnni Association, the National In-
stitute of Armenian Culture, and in·
clividuals.

Oer Mugrdechian said the endow-
ed chair will guarantee the permanen·
cy of Armenian studies at FSU, Cur-
rently, the only tenured professor in
the program is Chairmarl Oiekran
Kouymjian,

There are about 400 students of
Armenian ancestry attending FSU,
Oer Mugrdechian said, The 10-year-
old program offers six to eight classes
each semester,

FRESNO - Nearly $50,000 has been
donated toward an endowed chair for
tho 4rmenian Studies Proqram Ell
-- -
Fresno State University, which would
be just the sixth endowed chair na-
tionwide in Armenian studies, .

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, on~~ of
two teachers in the FSU program,
said that $300,000 is needed to
establish the chair, which would be
used to attract a top Armenian
studies scholar as a professor in the
program.

Richard Francois, director 01
development and community rela ..
tions for FS U, said yearly interest
from the $300,000 - which would be
about $20,000 - would be used to
supplement the endowed chair's
FS U-paid salary and to cover ex
penses such as research,

The occupant of the endowecl
chair would be paid top FSU salary,
about $50,000 a year,

Oer Mugrdechian said the Doal is to
collect the $300,000 within three
years.

There is also a fund for an endow-
ed chair in the journalism departrnent
in the name of forrner FSU journalism
professor Roger Tatarian, There has
been about $50,000 collecte(~ for the
Tatarian chair,

The University of California at Los
Angeles and Fresno State are the on-
ly public universities in the state to of-
fer Armenian studies programs,
Universities with endowed chairs in
Ar'menian studies are UCLA, Colum-
bia University, Harvard University
and the University of Michigan,

I(c'silo flee
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~bpbqGnJ 11 1l\\lJ lj.lllqmp-\?: II'Ill.(!t; 11p
qluLUIllubpnLG LL 2P2mul1 OUHUP hUlG-
pnLp-bUiU bL IlLuUlGnqnqdJluG wnll,,·
~GawJbl pwpapwqnJG nLUJ'tIlG hmu-
U1wUlULp-bmG tfe ur~ngGhpllll' HwG~-
GWI hlUJ U2wqnJP'~:

U.Ju wnw2uHJ-pmUfml, l]-Hll1I1lJ'tQ,
l]-lluwwpnLp-bwup ·j~wlllt}npGllllJ 1,m-
UUllumj1UlGp :bpbql1nJ U\uuGulfillull1
u1;2 l]-nJIlLp-lll.G ndlb gnll i,UlJ yUl qUlG
'O'pUll]-Pp ujUltnwuIIJUl[itUlnm. Ylpntll'
Spl]-pUlG 9'nLJllLu£.bUl~di, f\mJ'pUlJ
IiIUl(5 tI:W j~ (~liu;.~1lw1[ern lU J IlL Il U.u-

tljlwG u~ hr,fGblnL m,pJ- hunl'UlluUl-
pUlGrG ,.r\:~:
lhbt11 fmli 400 hUl,j IlLlll.llG1lI1Gbp

lll~ JUlliUllubG ~hpb([GnJ[1 m,]u hUlUUl-
IUUlPUlGp: QutntfPl1l,!J' 'toIlLJIlLJ'HI:rUlGp
oq.GwqmG lJ-uru.Ulluou ~~~.:~_~lc
tTll p tn r~b t;:2 r , lillf\:G lillU r 11 2l11P 2
250 hU1J p.l; OUlUIP nLUluGlll1fibp lJQ
hbUtbLl1U hUlJlJw1111111 o-pu'(~rldl Ipulul:
Ulpn LUll) hUlJbpHl. lbqml1 11L hUlJ
U71U1jIl,w.j1 ulunnJ'nLp-blull 11'uubpnlU:

1,IUJluqptnwljU1G U.UlLl[lllllll J~ hmu-
U1l.1lUlnuJ'Q IluJIl IJlllpbtllnLpl1LIlGbp
tlj[JU1P UlnbqiYl; huul\UIUUlpulll11U ul;~'
h\UpUU\lUgllbp1~ hlUJqUlYl.u(l ~pUlClpr
TJwuUlg!1l.gUllll~' liulbL hbtnlL1qOUlUl4UlG
bL llLunLuGmuttptUl\UlG lUzlUU1l11lU(i raL-
pnL hUUJ'UlP IIlGhpUld-bZ1Jl llpuJll'mil[Lbp
llln b IIab [lH) :

U.t!'tljPTiG lf~ lllUUtllUlUlh11lL hUlUUlP
'P,Ulltll'lmpGpnJ 1,UluUllutuptuGll fupbq-
GnJ p U'wufiUl6jnTJ l::G Gbpu, tuGhpUl-
d-hztn \: l]-IlJwgGh[ 300,000 UlIl[Ul-
pp hpJ'GUlTJPWU J'p, npllL Ululmhn-
~Ula tnnqnuQ qp tnpUlUUlI}pllLp hb-
unuqoUlUlqUlG bL nLunLuGwul1pUlqUlG,
pG~tlj\:u bl. U.uujpnGp apUll]-ppGbpp
~GI}UlpowqblllL GtljWUlUlq GbpllL: u'u-
lqpnGll ~Ulpl12P Y~ t\.fiUlpllLp hWUUl-
IUUlptuUr U1Gopl::GIlLp-blUG qnl1ul:::

8UIPTJ, fupbqGnJp hWUUlluwPUlGp
u\:2 1,UlJUll]-pUlUlqUlG u,utljpnG UP. hUlU-
UlUlUlbl1lL apUll]-pl11l hUlUUlP hWLUlf-
mwa \: 50,000 ullllUlP: P pwgUl-
qUlJnLp-pLG tfpn1p' Spq.pUlG 'tonL-
JnLufibUlGpG, np wJd-u fupUlGUUl q~
l]-tnGmr, hUlG(~UlGWqU1JpG Ulz}uWUlUlGf-
Ubpp' JUlnUl~ U1UlGnI'[ OJUlPlo S1;p
U'qpUll12bUlGp h UlUWOUlJ G , GtljUlUlUl-
IjUlI}p!1l.tua 1; bpbf U1Ulpr\:U q.nJUlgp-
Ubl tuUhplUd-hZUl l]-IlLUWP~ bL PPUl-
YUlGw9Ubi U.uUjlwGp apUlljllp~:
u,Ju luql]-Ol]-nLtn apUll]-ppp', np 11j1Ul-

4wGUlgUWG tljmpwqUlJpG UlGtljUlJUUlG-
op1:;U ; pp I}JlUl4UlG 'lbpp tljpUlp
nLGbGwJ :bpbqGIlJp hU1J l]-UlqnLp-ll
w2lumd-mguwG u1:;~, YP. t\.wJbll: Z~P-
2UlGp hlllJ hllluwJGfp plljnp hUlUl-
nLUlaGbpnLG UIG~bpUilljUlh GbgllLqQ:

d'UlUUlGUlyG 1:;, np UIJ'l Gbgm4p
tUpUlUlJUlJUlIlLP GpLp-UlqUlU 202Ultfb[p
JllIGuGUlnmp-IILIlGbpntl:

d-unl'tuGulqG 1:;, np tTpUlgbUlI UUl-
hUlGl]-Gbpm hUlJwl]-llU1UlytuG OfiUlluGb-
pIlL gUlGgp UlUpUlGUlJ IlL qOplUGUlJ
J'l::lj Gnp olllllyntl' :bpbqGnJp 1,WJlII-
l]-pUllIIljmG U.J'tljpnGn1l:
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Papasian and
Annani to
Perform
i!~tCSU Fresno
Jt\nnual Banquet

FRESNO, CA-Noted stage
anc/ film performers Gerald
Papasian and Nora Armani of
Los Angeles. will perform a
program of Armenian poems
in translation at the annual
banquet of the California
State University, Fresno Arme·
nian Studies Program on Sun-
clay, December 6, 1987 in the
~;t. Paul Armenian Church
Haig Berberian Social Hajl.
The banquet will honor the
donors arid friends of the
/lrmrmian Studies ProQram,

Papasian and Armani are
the stars of the recent produc·
tion of "Sojourn at Ararat," a
play based on translations of
Armenian poetry throughout
our ilistory, The Los Angeles
Times said about the play,
"Gerald Papasian and Nora
,o.rmani offer an effusive, even
ardent reading of a pjay in
verse created from transla·
tion~; of Armenian poetry
through the ages ..,Papasian
and Armani gives us a labor of
love."

Drama·League said, "Papa·
sian and Armani are two gifted
actor!; who are at once
animate and energetic ... 'So.
Journ to AI-arat' is a powerful
statement about the tenacity
and endurance of the Arme.
nian people."

The L.Jll. Weekly in its
Theatur Pick of the Week said,
"the simple yet exquisite
direction focuses our atten·
tion on two dynamic per·
forrTlef's who know how to
bl.:;!nd their gorgeous voices
and expertly trained bodies to
creaL~ tlleatricaj magic ..,"
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Teaching and Learning in Soviet Armenia
CSUF Prof. Kuyumjian Recalls Fulbright Visit

By Bill Morison

.. ARCHIVE -
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University students in Soviet Armenia aro "lillie
differenr" from American students and, Indeed,
from some CSUF students, according to the
lament of Professor Oicknln Kouymjian. "They
read liltle, work little, lack intellocrual curiosity
,]flel nre altrncted to tho sume leisure timB activi-
ties as AmericEln students - thaI is, television,
dressing. being together," Kouymjian said,

Kouyrnlion, CSU, Frosno's Outstanding Proles-
sor lor 1906, travered to Ihe Armenian repubric's
capitallasl Februnry to teach American literature
<15 a Fulbright Senior I.ecturer at Yerevan Stale
University during the spring semester. The trip
was Kouymjian's filth to the Soviet Union and his
fourth to Soviet Armenia.

Since he came to Fresno State in 1977, KouYI1l~
jian has been the hend of the Armenian Studies
Program. He is fluent in three languages and has
rravered and taught throughout the world,

While Kouymjian was in the small republic
located in the southern Caucasian arell 01 the
Soyiot Union, he guve public lectures; mot with
writers, intellectuals and scholars; wrote articles
for several Soviet journals, worked on a film nnd
researcl1ed materials for several articlas and "a
possible future book on the filmmaker Sorgei
Paradjanov"; and, of course, taught six units at
Yerevan Stale,

"I, perhaps pretentiously, expected to instruct
students in the foreign literatures department [at
Yerevan Statej abour the unpublished works of
William Saroyan [a Fresnan and national hero in
Armeniaj," Kouymjian said, "[ wasconfonted wilh
much curiosity and even fascination lor biogra~
phical details of his life and relationships with his
wife, family and the Armenians, bulless interest in
the literary analysis of hIs work or anything thai
required excessive thinking or reflection," he
said.

In spite of this, Kouymjian said, the students
that he had contact with were bottor versed in
literature as a whole than students at CSUF.

"r found rhar there the srudenrs are, generarly
speaking, better informed about literature, That
is, you can make references to Classical or
Renaissance liternture in a lecture and be under·
stood," Kouymjian said,

Kouymjian said that Soviet universities uro
quite different from their Americon countorparts
in how tho curriculum is set up.

"Their undergraduate program is a live·yeilr
ono in leltcrs, and all coursos oro required for all
students in each of the programs. There are no
electives."

The program contains hoavy doses 01American
and English titer?ture, as well as Russian and, of
COlusa, Armenian. Tl1ero are courses In Franch,
German, other European literature. Indian, and
rar Eastern literature, l1e said.

Thero is a striking difference on the port 01
Soviet students in the degree 01 openness dis~
played in class and in Iheir Dttitudes toward
authority.

"Students stand when you Ithe proressorj walk
into the room; they sit only when you motion tor
them to do so," Kouymjian said. "They are reluc~
tan! to ask questions in class," he silid.

VERY ADAPTABLE
"The students are not as open as they nrc In

America. But that is not a good indication of how
curious t/ley nrc. I noticed that as tho semester
continued and I tried to get thorn to opon up, thoy
adapted ttlemselves to discussion and, at limos,
even flrgued with me in class," l1e said.

Kouymjian said thai his collengues in tho for~
eign literatures department were "well·plugged~
into the current intellectual move mont outside, as
well as inside, the Soviet Union." Most of thorn
have received their higher oducation in Armenia.
"One or two had gono 10 Moscow or Leningrnd
and received their advanced degrees In nOfl-
Armenian aroas." he said.

"The group Iwithln tile locully) [hot r had the
most contact with were 1/10 farthest from the
ICommunist) Party atmosphere," Kouymjian
said. "When I first got there. ttlere were a few WilD
were quick to make ideological statoments to me,
and with them my relations always remained for~
rnal," he said,

The 53~ye[tr-o'd sctlOlfl( found 1/1<11 surprisingly
liute conlrol was exorcised over his activities and
1'10 !iaid, in facl, Ih<.ll he "would havo appreciated

1
PROF, KUYUMJrAN &- SERGEi-rARA~DJANOV
more concern on the part 01 the 10CDIluculty ovor
what r was doing,"

"I never felt any controls over wllat I did, said or
might have threatened to say," he said,

Apart from his direct involvement with teaching
at Yerevan Stale,l(ouymjian also gtlve public lec-
tures on the life and works of Willinm Saroyan.

"Once in April and again in May, I gave a tormal
lecture to the Armenian Writers Union ... The lirst
time, over 500 people crowded into a largo illJdito-
rium for 400 bofore they wore torced 10 lock tile
doors," Kouymjian said.

"These lectures were enthusiastically recoivod
and were reported in ttle local press," he said.

KouyrnjiBn also did research "on Ihe Soviet~
Armenjan~Georglan lilm director, Sergei Pnrad~
janov. I accumulated (1 vl1sl archivt: of oral and
written testimony and biogrnphical and pllOtogra~
pl1ical documents 011 his life and worl<s."

ASKED TO ADVISE
In additiqn to work on !flese projects, I<ouyrn-

jian was asked by "a young Armonilln film director
10 be the principal advisor on a shod film r approx~
imately 31 nlinutes] he was making based on Wil~
liam Saroyan's short story 'The Coldest Winter
Since 1854,' " Kouymjian ~aid.

Kouymjian ended up producing ,I script for the
film, as well· as assisting the director in finding
pecple to dub tile voices in Englioh lor it. "We rirst
tried with studonl:;) /rorn ~ locnt EnOlls11 oc:hoot
(where English is tho prilllary language of illstruc-

. lion), and then ended up llsing Engli3h~spenking
American students alllle tlnjversil~1 and momtJers
01 their lamilies," Kouyrnji()n said.

Of the 15 republics Ihal make up Ifv) USSR,
Soviet Armenia has ttlO highest percentage 01 its
own ethnic population {about no pHcerlt; resid-
ing within its bordors, Kouyrnjirln scud.

"All speak Armenian; It is 11111languau€ c,1 the
marketplace and the street. But in othor i'lroas it is
not. In the sciences nnel in medici no, for nxnrnple,
Russian is the main form 01 nnlr1uniulIioJl,"
Kouyrnjian Baid.

With the excoption "of 50me older pe )plO and
some living' In rernote vill:1ges, all Armenians tire
bilingual," and /TIany others am multilingual,
Kouymjian saiel.

"More parents are ::cnding their chile H'/"I to
f1ussian schools Iwttere Russian i~ 1I1l:! r,),.in I(ln-
guage used in it'lstrllctionj as they porceivn it a~ia
way for greater opportunity fer their childrt~jl,"
Kouymjian said. "Thore arc 1'11::0some childcpn
that go to English school CIS well," Il~ Sfti(1.

Kouyrnjian said that oven in Soviel I\rmonia
nHmy are concernod about the dallgo,s 01 hrmen~
ians losing their heritage, especially the ncaI'Jy
two million othniC Armenians living in other par Is
01 the Soviel Union. "Armenians are very :.;en~;ilive
about losing themselves !their culturel t1H'Qu\jh
'I he white genocide' of intormarriag3 or lIIrou91l
assimHation . , . We hnve alroad}1 lo.S! [historic]
Armenia in n genocide," he said.

Kouymjian said that while thore were signs of
9/(51)051 and pereslroikCl (t~le neVi GC-.tchwc'rcJs in
Soviet politics that Iranslate as /mt!rpnr£'n,;y (lIld
H!SlrtlcIliring of the Communist system), when he
lett the Soviet Union on .June 1, "They \,'ere mill
making jokes about 'when perestroika and HI<1:;~
nost will mako it OVN t1l!~C;,llcas.inn mOUlllli!1:' t(l

AmHlnia.,' ,.

FRESNO

Mea d 0 \1-1S , DATE 2~ii.D...U a r y 1988

F u 1 b r i q hPAGE 1 0 f 1

"Wllile twas thero, I saw PllP~
ors carrying long articles critical
of unions and oUicials; and intol-
lectuals signed a petilion having
to do with the issues 01chemical
lind nuclear wastes," Kouymjian
said. "This summer there was a
mass petition of over 75,000 for
the annexation 01 ethnically
Arrnenian territories in [the
neighboring Soviet republic oil
AzerbaijDn," he said.

Kouymjian said that he also
lound that "everyone [in Soviet
Armenia} is interested in Amer~
iea. There is a real desire to
know about it; it is the thing they
wnnt 10 model. I never expe-
rienced any anirnosity towards
tl1e Unitod States, none of thai
deep-seated animosity thai
()xiSIS in Ihis cOlJntry·towarcl the
:30viel Union."

"I loved rny five monlflS in
Armenia ISSRj," said Kouym-
jian, "The poople were very
warm and hospitable; they
seemed to devote much marc
time to family and persona! reln~
[.ions Ithan people in the U,S,j,
The tempo and concerns of life
seem more human, even though
theIr socioty is less open Own
our own," 110said.

Bul KouYllljinn expresso(J (,1i[,-
nlay at \110 degree of assirnil<l~
!Ion and the possible furttlcr loss
of conlnct by Armenians wilh
their his lory, literature nnd
culture.

"Armenians, both inside nnd
Jutsidc 01 Arrnonia, have a very
strong sense of nation. But I also
felt there was a certain blind~
ness, a refusal to believe that the
I\rmenian language could be
just as threatened in the Armen~
;an SSR as it ;s in the western
)iDspora," Kouymjian said.

'There is a sense of com pla-
.;ency there that as long as there
IS Armenia, there will always be
}\rmonian," J<ouymjian said.
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Prof. Dickran nOt~ymihm Reu.lIs
His Fulbrigbt Visit to i~J'menhn

lJy BILL MORISON ill C<)ntact, CSUf' ).lfOI'l11:1Iion, \ 9WJ-BS
University swcic!tts in S()viC:t l'rme!!i:1 arc "!iUI,:! t1il'(rrcrlt""

from Amedcan sludents (Ind, indeed, flol11 ~()mc csur SLUlkll!.S,

according to the lament of I'rufessor Dickran Kouymjiall. "Tltey
re'ld little, work Iiltie, lack inlellecllwl curiosity 'Illd arc attr,'cted
to tlte sarne leisure limc activities as i\meric'"1 stlldents ..- Ihat is,
telcvision, dressing, bcing together," Kouymji"n said.

Kouymjian, CSU, Fresno':; Orr tstanding I'rol'e:;sor 1'01' 1986,
lraveled to the Arnleniail republic's capital last Febru;rry to tcach
American literature as a Fulbright Seniol Lecturer at Yerev'ln
State University during the spring selnesler. The trip W'I, KouYln·
ji'ln's fifth to the Soviet Union and hi:, fourth to Soviet Armenia,

Since he came to f'resno :3tatc in 1977, Kouymjiall has been
the head of the Armcni'ln Studies Program, I-Ie is fluent in three
languages and has traveled 'Ind t'lught tilrougilOlil the \<'orld,

While KouYllljian WilS in tile small ro-public loealed ill the
southern Cauc<'lsian area of the Soviet UnioJl. lie plve pllblic let>
tures; met with writers, intellectuirJs and scholars; wrote articles
for several _Soviet journals; , worked on II mIn and resellcchecl
materials' for several'arlicles and "i' possible fuw.-e book on the
filmmaker Sergei I'aradjanov"; and, of course, laug!r( six ullils at
Yerevan State, .

"1, perhaps prctentiously, cxpec,ed to instlllcl stutli:nts in the
foreign literatures deparlrnenl [at YClcv:ln Stille] aboutlhe Ull-

published works of William SaroY'ln [a Fresllan and a national
hero in Armenia] ," Kouymjian saie!. "I Vias confronted with
much curiosity and even fascin'ltion for biographical dcti,rls ufhis
life and relationships with Iris wife, family and tile Armenians,
but less interest in the liter;lry 'Inalyds or hi; w')lk or an:;thing
that required excessive thinking or refl~ction," he s'lid,

In spite of this, Kouymjian said, the stud~nts thai he h.aJ con-
tact with were better versed in litel'lture as a whole Ih"n silldcnts
'It CSUF,

"I found that there the studenls 'Ire, ge,wrally silcakirg, better
informed about liter'lturc, Thai is, JOU can nla~.e references te
Classical or Renaiss<111Ce literature ill II lecture :uld be under-
stood," Kouymjian cornnlented,

Kouyrnjian said that Sovi(:1 universitic:, arc '1uite dilfcrent
from their American counterparts in how Ihe curri~lrlunl issctup,

"Their undergraduate program is a five-year one in IClters, and
all courses are required for "II students in c'ldl of the programs,
There :lfC no electives."

The program conUlins heavy doses of ,\ llH:ri:ar 'Illd Euglish
literature, as well as Russian and, or course, ;\rrn';nian, There arc
courses in French, German, other Europc,n litcratl1lc, indian
and Far Eastern literatme, h~ said.

There is a slriking difference on ,he part of S'lviet ~,tv.dents in
the degree of openness displayed in cia", and i I their 'Ittituclcs
loward authority,

"Students stand when you [tIle prore>sor] walk into the
room; they sit only when JOU l1loti<ln for tI,enl to do S(\" Kou-
yrnjian said, "They are reluctant to a~,k qu>~sti'lIIr' in class," he
said,

"The students are not as open as th,~y 'Ire in Am;r"ca, But
that is not a good indication of hO\>l euricu~, t1~ey are. J noticed
that as the semester continued and I tried to get t>WIn to <:pen up
they adapted theniselves to discussion and, at limes, even argued
with me in class," he said.

\'v,,·~J:1y s;m:e 1958'
Kouyrnjian said that his collcagues in the foreign literatures de-

partment were "well-plugged-into the current intellectual1.llove-
Incnls OUlside, as well as inside, the Soviet Union," Most of lhern
had received lheir higher education in Armenia, "One or two had
gone to Moscow or Leningrad and received their advanced degrees
in llon·Armenian areas," he said.

"The group [within the faculty] lhall had the most eont:lct
wilh were the farthest from the [Communist] Party atmosphere,"
KOllymjian said, "When I first got there, there were a few wlto
were quick to make ideological slatements to me, and with them
my relations always rClllnincd formal," he said.

Tile 53-year-old scholar found that surprisingly little control
was exercised over his 'Ictivities and he said, in fact, that he
"would have appreciated lllOl'e concern on the part of the local
f,lculty over whatl was doing,"

"J never felt any controls over what [ did, said or might have
threatened to say," he said,

Apart from his direct involvement with teaching at Yerevan
State, Kouymjian ,rlso gave public lectures on the life lInd works
of William Saroyan:

"Once in April and again in May, I gave a formalleclure to the
;\rrnenian Wrirers Union"" The first time, over 500 peoplc
crll\vdcd into a large auditorium for 400 before they were forced
to lock the doors," Kouymjinn said.

"These lectures were enthusiaslically received and were re-
ported in the local press," he said,

I(ollynljian also did research "on the Soviet-Armellian-Georginn
I'ilnl director, Sergei I'aradjanov, t 'Iccurmrlated a vast archive or
or,rI 'Ind written testimony and biographical and photographic,!!
documents on his life and works,"

In addition to work on these projects, Kouymjian was asked
by "n young Armenian filln director to be the principal advisor
on 'I short film [approximately3l minutes] he was making based
on William Saroyan's short story 'The 'Coldest Winter Since
1854,' "Kouymjian said,

KOllymjian ended up producing a seripl for the film, as well as
nssisting the director in finding peopte (0 dub the voices in English
for it. "lVe l'irsl tried with students from a local English school
(where English is the primary language of instruction), and then
ended up using English-speaking American students at the un.i~
versity and members of their families," Kouymjian asserted,

Of the 15 republiCS that make up the USSR, Sovict Armenia
has Ihe highest percenL:lge of its own ethnic population (about
90 percent) residing within its borders, Kouymjian said,

"All speak Armenian; it is the language of the marketplace and
the strcet. But in other llreas it is not. In the sciences and in
llledicine, for example, Russian is the ll1'lin form of cOlllll1unica-
tion," KouYlnjian said,

lVith the exception "of some older people and some living in
lemote villages, all Armenians are bilingual," and lllany olhers ale
llluitilingual, Kouymjian said.

"More parents are sending their children to Russian schools
lwhere Russian is the main language used in instruction] as
they perceive it as a way for greater opportunity for their child-
ren," Kouyrnjian said" "There are also some childrcn that go to
I:,nglislr schools as well," he said,
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Teochingcmd teul'nifiO ~n Soviet Armenia

kouymji:t!l siud thal (:ven in Soviet Armenia mllny Hrc COil·
L'erlled :lbout the dallgers of I\lmenialls losing their heritage, es-
peci:llly the: nearly two million eth.nic Armenians living in other
P:lriS of the Soviet Union, "Armenians are very sensitive about
ICising themselves [their cultur,:]' through 'the white genocide' of
illtenll:lrriagc or through as~,illli"riion "" We have already lost
Ihisturic I Armenia in a geIlClcide," he s;lid,

I<{)uynlji:ln said that white !.lICIT Vlere signs of glasnost :lnd
perestroika (the new ca'.chwords in Soviet politics that translate
as transparency and t'estuctllring of the C0111111unist system),
\\'hen he lel't the Sovier Union on JUlie ), "They were stillll1aking
jClkcs :lb')IIIWhcn perestroika and glasno~t will make it over the
C;lIlC<ISiHll n1uunl:lins \0 AI!l1(.nia.\"

"While I w:rs ther'~, I ~,aw papers carrying long articles critical
of unions :rno orricials; and intellectuals signed a petition having
to do with the i~sues of chemical antinuClear waste's," Kouymjian
sllid, "This summer there was a ll1as~:petit(on of oyer 75,000 for
the annexation of el.hnidrtly Arll1enian territories in [the neigh-
boring Soviet Republic of! ,A,zerbaijan," he said.

KOUYl11jian said th31: he also fOllnllthat "everyorle, [in Soviet
I\rmenia] is interested in Amerie:!. There is a real desire to
know about it; it is the thing they Vlant to model. I never ex-
perienced any animosity towards till! United States, none of that
deep-scated anililosity that '!xists in this country toward the
Soviet Union,"

"I loved my riVC nlllntiis ir Arm'.'nill [SSRl ," said Kouyrnjian,
"The people wcr,: vcry warm ami hospitable; Ihey seemed (0 de-
votc I11l1ch mOI'( time to family an.J p'~rsonal relations [than
people in the U.~;, 1; TIr~ tempo and concerns of life secm more
Illlll1l1n, even thnugh IIr~ir s('cirt)' i:l li:ss open than our own," he
said,

nul Kouymjian expressed c.lisma:r ,0-( the degree ofassil11ilation
anel the possible fllrther toss of cont:r:t by Armenians with their
history. iilcraiur..: HIII\ cullllrt!.

"Armenians, bOlh ins'dc and "" tside of Armenia, have" very
strong sense of nation, Bill ,riSl' 1',,11Ihere was a certain blindness,
a refusal ro belkve thr,t thc Armellilln language could be just as
lhrcalencd in the Arrrienim SS',~ as it is in the western Diaspora,"
KouYIl1Jian said,

"There is a sense or conu!accllcy,here that as tong as there is
Arl11eni:r, therc will :rI'.vays be ,\rl11cnian," Kouymjian said,
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QUOTE OF 'THE WEEK
Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, in an nrticle on his five·month stay in Armenia last year:
"Armellialls are very sellsitive abollt losing theil/selves (Iheir cllllllre}

through the 'white genocide' of ;,r/erll/arriage or throllgh assill/ilation. We
have already lost historic Armenia ill II Gellocide.

"Armenialls, both ills ide and olltside o( ,1rl1lellia, have (l I'cry strollg
sellse of lIatio/1, Bllt [ also felt there Ivas (ill Arll/ellia} () cerlaill hlilldlless,
a refusal to helieve that tile Armellian langlHlge could be jllsl as tilreaten-
ed il1 Armenia as ill the Diaspo1'C!.

"There is a sense of complacency Ihere Ihul us long as II,ere is Annellia,
t!Jere will always be Armellian,"
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Our Choi(:e::
Resis,tanc.~

,Or

Assimilation
By Tllloon Mllrllshflll1

SOllto Clara Ul/i~lersilY

T·
he margor of Armoninns and
Americans into om~ ontity, of
"American" is feared by many

Armenians to be the end of our identity
Cl5 Armenians. It is this threat of "whitf.l
massacre" which has us scrambling for
answers to the complox question, "How
do we resist assimilation?" Fortunately,
the solution to this is not as complex,
but that does not mean it is easy to act
upon. It lies deep withiri us, and WE!

have no reason to look for any mind-
boggling theories to formulate or un-
tangle. If we Armenians want to remain
Armenians, it is up to each of us to
make sure that we lead lives our parents
and grandparents taught us to lead: full
of respect for our culture • enCOlllpas~-
ing our heritage, church, language, and

past. IJIIl, mguE' Illany, II'/J(I/ good 1.~·lht'

past: It i~' (1II'jil/urC' (hal we: JIIUS(It'O",),
aboili. We must undelstand til,lt
without the PCl!lt, wo would not bE~
whew we are to?ay, Clnd tc)/norrow
would have only been n dream. Without
the courage and faith of our ancestoni,
we would not evon havo an Armenian
isslIo to discuss. We would have
become assimilated a long time ago.
Since this is Ihe case, then W!3 must use
the cXDmplc of our ancestOis to keep us
going for fut'Jre generations. We rnust
use their pcrseverDllce and will to sur-
vive to pass on to our children aild
grandchildren. With the values that
enabled our i-mc()stors to develop, we
can not only resist .3ssimilation, but to
thrive alld to maku lomorrow nol a
dream, but i.l vivid roality. Wo have such
a rich history which can be utilized to
our aUvDntago. It would be a shanu 10

slowly erase it from our lTIumorios.
A discussion of heritage and history

is not complete without mention of the
Church, Wilh pride we tell e,eryone that
ours was tho ·first. 'A'e all kn0w that the
Armenians were thl) first to estilblir.h
Christianity as a national religion. This
is an impressive statnment, but does this
itself mean much? What good is it that

our poople ac·
(:Jmplishod so
Ifluch, if we cannot
(lGt as Chri:itians tc-
ddY? Thi,; is Ih(J im-
portanctl of our
role: to rnake Christ
c part of our every-
c!;lY ~ift!. Vve canrlot

cnly to I1Jn~Jout in tho courtymd i3rld [0

ctwt with our friends, without even once
mopping inside to SHy evon [I simple
prayer. This hllrclly shows our elovotion
t1) our Father. Our ancestors risked their
lives to keep the Armenian Church, We
cannot even devote one morning a
week to it. This is !-:hnmeful. Our
distance from Etchmiadzin, from
I\rmellia, does not give us rD<lson to
distance ourselves from God.

If we have any hope at all for our
fuwre; jf we have any chances at nil of
wsistlng total assimilation, it must be
with the faith we have in God, the
ChurCh, and our complete devotion.
Church is not a social place to gather.
We do flat congregnte ench week to
chat. We congregate to worship our
Croator together. We share fellowship,
not gossip. At least, this is the Way it
Ghould be,

Church is not a building. Church is
something around which our lives
rovolve. We must make it a part of our
daily lives. We must teach our children
the importance of our faith. Without it,
we cannot survive. Not only must we
take our children to Sunday school
every Sunday, but we must teach them
to incorporate their faith in God into
their lives during the week. We mllst
teach them the importance of prayer
dnd the Armenian Christian values. This
is tho backbone of our existence.

it is crucial that the Church be a part I
of our lives. Our history is built on il.
Th03se two intertwined elements are im· I
portant 10 our existence, but they alone
cannot prevent our assimilation.
Another factor in this disclission is our
lanqllage. Through wnrs and massacres
OUI li.lflguage has slIrvived. Mere miles

on to our childron. This is difficul[ to do
ill a country which promotes a lifestyle
that contr[lsts with thu Armenian wily
of life. With divorces, peer pressure, ann
drugs prevalent in society, it is difficu!l
to raise children with the values we hold
sacred. This is why we must insist on
our children keeping their lives focused
on the family. We must keep a cohesive
family that stressos tradition, ChurCh,
and language,

Assimilation is a frightening topic. For
this reason, we must strive to resist it
Dt all cost. Our history is a rich on8. II
is enhanced by our Church Qnd
language. It is preserved through our
faillily. This is what makes the Armenian
identity unique. This is wilDt makes
Armenians feel proud to be Armenians.
This is why apathy should be foughl,
and unily should be emphasized,
Without Iho unifiod o((orts of all of us,
assimilation will be a reality, and our
Armenian identity will be lost. ~"i
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dadilional family. Without oilch ilnd
(.jery one of these clements, Ollr hislolY
IS Armenians will remain just tim t.
Iliswry.

Our heritage is oasy to wlk nbout, bllt
:!ifficult to understand. MallY of us soy
with sincere intent that we are noing to
aise our children with knowledge of our

4.rrnenian heritage, but it is qllestioJ)nb!e
now many of us really will. Firm of all,
.1\'0, ourselves, must undonitand our

,Armenian heritage well to sufficientry
(oach our children. Heritago is defined
as tradition handed down from one's
ancestors. How much of it is lost
through each generation, especially in
a foreign country such' as the United
States? Before we are capable of
teaching our children our heritage, Ollf

tradition, we must learn and most im·
portantly, practice it ourselves and in·
corporate It into our daily lives.·

We are proud of our history, but
when we sit down and think about how
much of it we really know, it is scary,
Most probably, our parents know
about Armenians through the ages bet·
ter than we do. And, it is just as likely
that their parents know more than
Ihey. This has tho· frightening implica-
tion that our children will know a little
loss of our history than we. Is not this
the very essence of assimilation? It is our
duty as Armonians to havo (l thorou!Jh
understanding of our history. This eould
moan tllklng cou;--';os, reeding booh, or
even discussing it with our grandparonts

Whichever method wo choose, we
rnur.t do it. For tho sake of our e/lildron
whu depend on us for guidnnce, wo
must raise them in an environment tlim
brings them up lourning about thoir

This essay W(lSOlleo/tll'o willning ell-
tries ill the Hye Sharzhoom e~:my call·
lesf. The topic of 'he eOlllest was: /low
10 Resist Assimilation? Hyo Sharzhoorn
is the!publication of Cal Stale Universl·
Iy, Fresno, Armenian Student Orgal1iza·
lion and Armenian Studies Program.

ploclailll to all that
om allce~;tors were
great Christians and then turn around
and forgut what Christianity means.
It is good that we succeeded at
that in history, but it is even better if we
practice it today.

ana cani10t accept our history
without accepting om CI1lJrch as well.
Our history is the Church, The whole ex-
istence of ArmenicHl Tradition revolves
around .it. It is cruciul that we uphold it.
Our flncostors would have never gotten
as far as they did without the faith they
had in God. In fact, at sevoral points in
history, they actually risked their lives to
defend thoir religion, An example of this
is Vartan Mamigonian and tho battle
against the Persians, What Vertanantz
signifies is our strong bond with God
and our faith in Him as our Father. Our
trllst was so groat that we even went to
wnr over it.

Although we should be proud that
'Armenians were thl! "first Christians,"
wo should be even more prOlJd of the
f(let that through time, our faith in God
has onnbled us"to survive. And, when
WI) were challonged by pagans, we
fouoht hard to keep our rcligon - [lnd
auccoodod. Do wo havo this same faith
todlly7 .

W!lh a history slIch ..IS this, it is no
wondel wh\, the Church plays an impor-
tant role in our livos. We must Ilot
lmderplay its sigllificance. If our faith is
le:Hed, as was tl1at of our people cen-
turies ago, could we ;:tcl as Vartan and
hi!> men did? Ideally, the answer is yes.
R"alistically, it is qlJestionable,

Ollr W8Ht-grandparents would be
apalled at the way O1l1ny of us are liv-
inn. We prefer to sluep in rather than go
to church - or, we [Jo to "catch the last
haJf" and rho coffee afterwards. Or,
even 'NOniO, some of us go to church
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from our motherland should not give us
reason to forget her tongue. We must
not allow our children to grow up
without learning ArmenIan. Without our
longuage, our Armenian identity is lost.
Our language· used in our churches,
our songs, our history, Is a rich asset
which must be kept alive,

There is no excuse for <.InArmenian
to not know his or her native language,
It is tragic not to. Whether we live in
America or Hong Kong, it is the duty of
each of us to keep our language, Even
if one does not speak Armenian now,
it is never too late to learn. To use such
an excuse is not justified. An understan-
ding of our history and Church can be
enriched with a knowledge of the
tongue in which they were created. In
fact, one cannot adequately corn·
prohond our history or church without
speaking the language. With the excep·
tion of recent immigrants, it would be
awkward for 1l1any of us to say, "l Elm
Amoricnn," but not know how to read,
write, or speak English. Some of liS

Iwvo never sioppod fOOL on Armenian
soil, but we all wish to be called Armo·
nian. Whot 1s an Armonian? To be of
Arrneninl1 descent is one tiling, but to
liva a life [1$ an Armenian is another.
This must include the tradition, the
Church, (/I/d the language.

r
r10se elements are mutually

exclusive. But, what binds
, these areas is the family. How
can one be sure that our Armenian
Tradition, our Church, and our languago
are preserved for future generations?
The answor to this lies in the whole con-
cept of the Armenian Family, This is the
very link that keeps our Armenian iden-
tity alive in the diaspora, It is possible
that we understand tradition, religion,
and can speak Armenian. It is magnifi-
cent and crucial that we pass these traits
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Dr. Yengoyan to Lecture at CSUF on Armenian Society
FRESNO - Dr. Aram A,
Yengoyan, professor of An-
thropology from the University of
Michigan, will speak on "Cul-
tural Perspectives on Armenian
Society: An Anthropological [n-
terpretation," on Feb. 8 in the
CSUF College Union Room 309.
His presentation is sponsored by
the Armenian Students Organiza-
tion and Armenian Studies Pro-
gram of CSUF and funded by the
Associated Students,

Dr. Yengoyan is currently on
a John Simon Guggenheim
Fellowship at the University of
California, Davis, He is a native
of Fresno, having graduated from
Fresno State College in 1956, He
received his M.A. from UCLA
and his Ph. D. in Anthropology
from the University of Chicago,
He has taught at various univer-
sities, and since 1963 has been a
professor at the University or
Michigan,

Dr. Yengoyan is a member (if'

the Association r')e /,,;ian Studies.

and is a fellow of the American
Anthropological Association and
the Royal Anthropological In-
stitute. In 1968 he was awarded
the University of Michigan
Distinguished Service Award for
Teaching. During the past 25
years he traveled extensively in

the Phillipines and Australia con-
ducting field investigations.

He is also the author of
numerous scholarly articles.

I
Admission to the 12 noon Feb.

8 lecture is free and the public is
invited,


