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Hello and W elcom e to Another 
Fabulous issue of Get BenT!
It’s #9, for those o f you  w ho are counting. I ap o lo g ize  

for taking a w hole year since issue #8, but I felt that the last 
story I was w ork ing on for m y auto-bio title, U nshaven  CH I, 
n eed ed  to b e  a stand alone story, and not just a flip  section o f 
this com ic. I suggest that those o f you  w ho haven ’t checked  out 
U nshaven  C H I #4 yet, g o  to the back-issue info p a ge  and o rd er 
one today!

This issue’s story is a bit o f a departure for me. It’s m ore 
serious in tone than m y usual stuff. Sorry, but I thought that, 
now  that p eo p le  are nom inating m e for ‘Prom ising N ew  Talent’ 
awards and stuff, m aybe I should show  som e prom ise, or 
som ething.

Always a Bridesmaid, Never a Bride...
Unfortunately, I ’ ll n ever know w hether I have the stuff 

to w in  that Ignatz Aw ard, as you  all should know  b y  now, the 
2001 awards w e re  cancelled , a long with their convention, EXPO 
(SPX), due to the traged ies  o f 9-11-01. Those sam e traged ies  
m ade it hard to b e  funny for som e tim e, so all the better an 
opportunity to do a m ore serious story this issue.

I d id  m ake an attempt to lighten up the second  story this 
issue, b y  m aking m y supporting characters hom ages to classic 
com ic strip characters. ...And p lease don ’t w rite  te llin g m e m y 
characterization o f ‘Black P eter ’ is racist. W h en ever I think o f 
the character as he was describ ed  to m e as a kid, I p icture The 
Jungle Im p  from  W indsor M cKay’s L itt le  N em o  strip. H ence 
that character’s appearance. Y ou ’ll s ee  a resem blance in other 
characters to D olly  and Thel from  Bil K eane’s F a m ily  C ircus; 
Les, from  Tom  Batiuk’s F u nky W in kerb ean ; L ee  H o lly ’s 
P on yta il; G re lb er, from  Russell M yers ’ B room  H ilda ; and the 
recen tly  passed  Hank Ketcham ’s D enn is  T h e  M en a ce .
A ll characters are copyrigh ted  b y  their respective  owners. I 
use these in tribute, and claim  no rights to the characters.

(m ore text on p age  14)

G et B enT ! #9, Spring 2002, w as  created, written , draw n  and pu b lish ed  b y  
B en  T . S teck ler. A ll o riginal m aterial and characters, except w h ere  noted  
otherwise, a re  copyright 2002 b y  Ben T. Steckler. Send letters, m oney, b rib es , 
jo b  offers, fartjokes, and tasteful nude photos to: Ben T. Steckler, P .O . Box  
7273, York , P A  17404. e-m ail: b s te ck le r@ n e trax .n e t



A  F a y  Z o n e  L e a h . . .

A  new  story 
line from 

BenT starts here~
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E X IT
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H m p h !  B a i s e b a w l .

B ro fe z h u n n e l fu g h in ' b a is e b a w l.

B u n s h a  z p o y u l d  m i l l u n a i r z

" S p la y e n  
i n a a  s u n

D ay w on ' p layen n a r a y n .

N o ah  w ay D a y  s te w
g o o d a  d e w  i t

D a y  w in e  ' f  d a y  j e z
h a f t a  g o  d a k e  a z h o w e r .

A n d e n  D a y  w i n e  n e x y e e r  f e r  n u d d e r  m i l l u n .
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'S lik e  d a y  fe rg itta  g in e  s ta n z D a g im e ach in ' 'm ritch

D a y  g u is e  p e n ' h a fw e a k  z u a g e z  t 'z e e  g a y m .

D a t  a y n  t w a t  b a i s e b a w l z  p o s e t a  b e e .
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B aise b a w lz p o se ta b e e  g a ym .

P o s e t a  b e e  ' b o u t

'B o u t  k i d z  f y n d e n
e n n y  o p e n  z p a y z w e a r
f e n z e z  d o n '  

git innaway

U s e n n o l ' f r iz b e e . .  

...prtrazhkan lid ferbase

kids playen

h a v e n  f u n

a n w e n d a  d a d z  c a y m  h o m e

d a y 'd  p la y z u m ,  t o o

e y e  n e v v u r  n e w a  d a d

6



h e  l e f w e n  e y e z b o r n lef mean momma loan

m o m m a  fo u n ' w e rk

A n w e n n a  z e h - z e h ... 
Zetuhlm en fru m m a 

d r u g o m p ' n t  c a y m ,

m o m m a  d o o k  a i r  f  m e

S h e e p  a i d  o f f a  h o w z .

Mommawun ztol' me 
jihadda luzen nation weneyez born

e y e z  g o n  b e  
a b a w l p la ir

H a !

D a y  m u ssa  b e n
g o o d  r u g z
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's n o t  m u s h , b u d  iz  h o m e .

zzzt... then why don't we just
pay the college players?
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W o u ld  it  so lv e  th e  w h o le  p ro b lem ?  
...O r js u t  m a k e  m o r e ?

Brady in Greensboro you're 
o n . . .

W ail, don 't they-all 
purty m u c h  g i t  p a id  a lr e a d y ?  
Y o u  m ean  lik e  a t sm u ?

N o o o .  a h  m e a n ,  l a h k ,  t h e y  a l l  g i t  

t h e  n a h c e s t  d o r m s ,  a  f r e e r a h ,  

t o o i s h u n - w a h z ,  y e w  k n o w . . .

. . . T h e n  t h e y  f e r g i t z  t h e y  d e g r e e  

a n '  g o  p r o  f e r  b i g  m o n e y ! T h e y  

n e e d s  t o  m a k e  t h e m  p a y  b a c k  
t h o s e  s c h o l a r s h i p s ,  a h  s a y .  

...So  it 's  all  ab o u t  m o ne y ...

..T om  in  H obken , w hat do  you  say?

A h ,  i t 's  s o i t a n ly  n o t  
a b o u t  d e  j o y  o f  d e  g a m e  
t h e r e ,  d a n .  S o i t a n l y  n o t .

S o ,  w h y  d o  w e  s t i l l  w a t c h  
a r e  w e  a l l  j a d e d ,  t o o ?  

W h i t h e r  t h e  jo y  o f  s p o r t ?
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W hat about, say, 
the special olympics?

John in Framingham, would 
you watch that?

Y o u  m e a n  t h e  
r e - t a h d s ?  . . .  i n n a  

w h e e l c h a i r s ?

. . . C ' m o n ,  J o h n .  T h e y ' r e  
n o t  a l l  r e t a r d e d .  L e t ' s  

s a y  " d i f f e r e n t l y  a b l e d . "

U h ,  I  d u n n o  i f  I  
c o u ld  w a h t c h  t h a t ...

. . . D e p e n d s  w h a t  
e l s e  i s  o n .
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S o ,  t h e  l i n e  i s  o p e n  f o r  
y o u  f o l k s  o u t  t h e r e . . .  

W o u l d  y o u  w a t c h  t h e  
s p e c i a l  o l y m p i c s  o n  

T V ? . . .  W o u l d  y o u  p a y  
t o  s e e  i t ? W e ' l l  t a k e  m o r e  

c a l l s  a f t e r  t h i s  b r e a k .
T h e y ' r e  

r i p p i n  r o o f  
o f f  t h e  w a r  
m e m o r y  a n d  

N A H H H

I  d o h n  w a h n n a
z o u n  d z t u p ih d

End
Part 1
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H e l p !  I  
found this...

. . . D e v i l  t o t e m  

a t  t h e  l o c a l  
f l e a  m a r k e t

.......... I

. . . A n d  I  
t h i n k  i t  w a n t s  

m y  s o u l !© 1 9 6 4  p r i d e  
c r e a t i o n s ,  i n c 1 5 6  f i f t h  

a v e ,  n y c m a d e  i n  j a p a n

It's made of wood... 
H and-painted

. ..A nd has a 

spring avction. When you press down, a little toubstone pops from the slot on top.

S i n c e  i t  c a m e  i n t o  
m y  p o s s e s s i o n .

M y com ic  has been
nom inated for an award...

. . . I ' v e  
l o s t
m o r e

w e i g h t . .

. . . A n d  I 'm  g e t t i n g  
better g a s  m i l e a g e !

D i d  I  
s o m e h o
w S e l l  
m y  
s o u l ?

W e ll, . .. I  a m  a  b it  p a le r  a n d  I  h a v e n 'r  b e e n  a  g o o d  d a n c e r  la te ly ...

. . . I t  
c o u l d  b e !

E n d



A Little Story Background on 
‘A Fay Zone Leah’

First off, let me say that I do not intend to make light of 
any persons with disabilities with this story. I have struggled in 
my life, at various times, with obesity, acute shyness, myopia, a 
lack o f physical prowess, and bad teeth. I know w ell enough 
what it’s like to be  the outsider. I have not always been  the 
suave, debonair, graceful and handsome stud that you bought 
this comic from at the convention. I have also been  insensitive 
in my youth, and have poked fun at those worse off than myself, 
I'm  an adult now. I hope that this tale can be  something o f an 
atonement. I w ill endeavor, from now on, to only pick on those 
MORE fortunate than myself.

‘A  Fay Zone Leah ’ is a story that I’v e  been  mulling over 
for some time. I actually drew  the first three pages o f the first 
story over a year ago, before I drew  issue #8 ’s story. I then 
spent several months, trying to com e up with a way to best use 
that opening sequence.

The central character, as yet un-named, but referred  to 
as ‘The Water-Head Man’ in the follow ing story , is based on a 
real person who used to com e around my neighborhood when I 
was a child. This man, whose name I don’t recall, (although I do 
know peop le who could probably rem em ber his name) d id  
collect broken toys and household goods and refurbish them 
for charities. He d id  have Hydrocephalus. He d id  have severe 
Myopia, and w ore thick, horn-rim glasses. This much o f the 
story is grounded in reality. I took some license, and gave my 
character the additional disabilities o f a cleft palate, and a 
hunched back. I don’t know if the real ‘Water-Head Man’ 
despised modern professional sports. This is just a little bit o f 
my own opinion com ing thru in the attempt to show the 
character’s bitter, frustrated side.

The first story was narrated in the central character’s 
voice. I chose to use slurred, phonetic spellings, to g ive  the 
reader a feeling o f this man’s pain. Just trying to communicate 
verbally with the outside world is an ongoing struggle for him.
If you didn’t quite ‘g e t’ that first chapter, try go ing back and 
reading it aloud. In public is best. The stares you receive 
should make you fee l a little like my character.

I have more ideas for this character. I ’v e  even dug out 
some o f my short stories from co llege  that can be  adapted to fit 
him, so I hope my readers w ill appreciate this new direction.
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I don't remember 
exactly 

when he first came to our neighborhood

I only remember being 
scared

o n e . . .  t w o . . .  
three... four...

I couldn't have 
been' m o re  th a n , 

oh, f iv e  o r  s ix . . .

H e 'd  com e even  on  
the h o tte s t s u m m e r  

day.

...fifty! Ready or not
h e re  I  c o m e !

I t  w a s  
in the 
6 0 s

B e fo r e  c a b le

b efo re  a tari

When 
kidsstill 
p la y e d

o u t s i d e
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He pulled 

a  w agon .. 
I 'm  g o n n a  f i n d  

y o u ! Y o u  c a n ' t  
h i d e  f r o m  m e ! ...It was a hamilto

n "greyhoun
dsuberban"

. . . w i t h  t h e  w o o d e n  b e d ,  d e t a c h a b l e  
r a i l s ,  a n d  l a r g e  r u b b e r  t i r e s . . .

You think you can 
b e a t  m e ,  b u t  I ' l l  f i n d  y o u  b o t h !

W e  h a d  a  w a g o n  j u s t  l i k e  h i s  w h e n  I  w a s  

l i t t l e r . . .  M y  b r o t h e r  u s e d  i t  t o  c o l l e c t  b o t t l e s

But his

wagon was 

different

Hey! It's hot! Let me find you, guys, andI'll get us 

some kool-aid!

o k a y

h is  w a g o n  d id n 't  s q u e a k  l ik e  o u r s  d id .

16

...B ig enough

t o  c a r r y  
t h r e e  k i d s



Y ou  d id n 't h e ar h im  co m in g.
If you were out playing, 

...and not watching down the street.
. .H e 'd  b e  o n  y o u r  w a lk

b e fo re  y o u  k n ew  it .. .  
H e -H e-ll -o hzun... 

Ihznoa
r m u h - d e

r h o a m ?
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He scared us kids. To us, he looked like an alien 

W h e n  w e  s a w  
h i m  c o m i n g ,  

w e ' d  h i d e  
a t  t h e  s i d e  
o f  t h e  h o u s e

a n d  w a t c h

H e 'd  k n o c k  a t  

t h e  d o o r ,  a n d  
m o m  w o u ld  a n s w e r ,  
and bring him  

stuff.

A  b r o k e n  t o a s t e r ,  
s o m e  o l d  t o w e l s ,  
m a y b e s o m e  

o ld  c lo t h in g .

S o m e t i m e s  s h e ' d  

bring him -sh u dder

- m y  o l d  t o y s !

A n d  h e ' s  g o  o n . .  
happily, o n  h is  w a y

L a t e r ,  s h e 'd  t e l l  m e  I 'd  o u t - g r o w n  
it, o r . . .  i t  d id n 't  w o r k .

O r I d idn 't p lay
with it anym ore. 
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S om etim es, m om  h ad
n o th in g  fo r  h im , 
except a  c o ld  d r in k . . .

. . .w e  w e r e  th e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d ' s
" k o o l - a id  h o u s e ,"

a f t e r  a l l

H e 'd  t h a n k  h e r ,  a n d  g o  o n .

Pulling that wagon

T h e  o n e  la r g e  e n o u g h  
to  h o ld  th r e e  k id s .

A n d  I  w o u l d  m a k e  s u r e  
a l l  o f  m y  t o y s  w e r e  

p r o p e r l y  p l a y e d  w i t h  
i n  t h e  n e x t  c o u p l e  w e e k s .

V r r r m ,  v a r r r u m m  

E - r - r - t! H e y ! W h a t th - ? !

H o k a y , p a lly ! 
Ju st g it o u t  o f  d a  

tru ck , an ' g ive jo e y  
k ry p ro n ite  h e re  

d a  k e y s , a n ' m a y b e  
we le t y o u se  g o  h o m e

t o  y e r  b o y f r i e n d !
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S o m e w h e r e ,  s o m e t im e ,  I 'd  h e a r d  

t h e  t a l e  o f  b a c k  p e t e r  a s  a  k i d

In some European Country, 
h e 's  t h i s  " s i d e k i c k "  

to S a n ta  C la u s .

S a n t a  h a d  t h e  s a c k
fu ll o f  to y s  fo r  
a ll t h e  g o o d  k i d s . . .

. . . A n d  b l a c k  

p e t e r  c a r r i e d  a n  
e m p t y  s a c k !

T h e  G o o d  K i d s  G o t  S t u f f

. . . T h e  b a d  
k i d s  g o t  

s t u f f e d . . .  I n t o  

P e t e r ' s  s a c k ,  

a n d  h a u l e d  

aw ay to  Spain !

Wherever this tale came from, 
...They must not think much of Spain!

S o , I  b e g a n  to  b e l ie v e
th a t , i f  h e  c o u ld  ta k e  

a w a y t h e  t o y s  s a n t a  
had brought, 

t h e n  t h e  w a t e r - h e a d  
m a n  c o u l d  j u s t  a s  

e a s i l y  h a u l  a w a y a  k i d .

OR TW O.

Dahnk ew, nam

O R  e v e n  t h r e e
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Hey! W ho are the people 
in y o u r  

neighborhood, anyway, kid?

S o ,  w h e n e v e r  I  s a w  
t h e  w a t e r - h e a d  m a n  

c o m e  u p  m y  s t r e e t ,  
I  s t a y e d  o u t  o f  

s i g h t ,  a n d  w a t c h e d  
h i m  c a r e f u l l y .

I  g r e w  u p  
s a f e ly , a n d  

r e l a t i v e l y  s a n e

I  le a r n e d  th in g s . A b o u t  
m y o p i a .  A b o u t  h y d r o c e p h a lu s .

I  a s k e d  m o m  
a b o u t  t h a t  

p o o r  o l d  m a n

I  l e a r n e d  h o w  h e ' d  t a k e  h o m e  
t h e  w o r n ,  b r o k e n  t h i n g s  

h e ' d  c o l l e c t e d ,  f i n d  w a y s  
t o  m e n d  t h e m ,  a n d  g o  b a c k  
o u t ,  h a u l i n g  h i s  w a g o n  t o  t h e  
p o o r e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  

g i v i n g  t h e  t o a s t e r s ,  t o y s ,  
c lo th in g , a n d  o th e r  g o o d s  

t o  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  n e e d e d  t h e m .I  l e a r n e d  t h a t  h i s  

w a g o n  d i d n ' t  

s q u e a k  b e c a u s e  

h e  w a s  g o o d  
a t  f i x i n g  t h i n g s .

A n d  I  l e a r n e d  s h a m e . . .  
F o r  h a v i n g  f e a r e d  t h i s  

p o o r ,  m i s - s h a p e n  m a n .
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I  f e l t  l i k e  
a n  o g r e .  
A  t r o l l .  A  

r e a l  h e e l .

I ' d  n e v e r  
l e a r n e d  h i s  

n a m e ,  o r  
w h e r e  h e  

c a m e  f r o m .

I don't remember when he 
stopped com ing around.

I  g u e s s  h e  e v e n t u a l l y  w e n t  

t h e  w a y  a l l  o l d  f o l k s  d o .

I  h o p e  h e  h a d  a  f a m i l y .  
-  S o m e b o d y  t o  t a k e  c a r e

o f h im  b e fo r e  h e  w e n t

I h o p e  h e  d id n 't
d i e  l o n e ly ,  
and b itte r .

I hope I don 't g o  
th a t  w a y  to o .
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M ore  Fun w ith Pa lindrom es
Back in Issue #  7 , I gave you all a peak at a new set o f 

panel gags I’d been  working on featuring Dr. Palindrom e, who 
you may rem em ber from way back in the SKA-Toons minis, and 
from his occasional cameos in this series.

W ell, here are a few  more o f these gags. I wish these 
could work their way into the hands o f an agent, or someone 
like wordplay enthusiast Richard Lederer. Believe me, I have a 
folder full o f these things.

I guess I owe my interest in palindrom es to my ‘Uncle’ 
B.G. He was also the principal artistic influence in my life. I 
think it was around my Eighth birthday when Uncle B.G. and 
Aunt Mary gave me this Activity Calendar full o f wordplay 
games. I’v e  been  hooked on palindromes ever since. When I 
get into the mode, I can barely stand to look at a roadsign;
Every word I see, I try to read in reverse.

W hile these are all my own original Palindrome 
creations, I w elcom e the chance to illustrate any you, Dear 
Reader, might com e up with. Please e-mail your ideas to me

A  z i l l i o n  
i n  o i l ,  L i z a !

Y e l l  u p  a t  a  p u l l e y !
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More Fun with Palindromes
(cont.)

I ,  m a g i ,  r o d e o e d
o r i g a m i

L ie ,  
v o o d o o

hymnal!

Plan my 
h o o d o
o v eil!

M oody M s. Goth-G irl.
A lr ig h t ,  O .G . 's  m y  d o o m .

E r g o , m a ,  I  a m  o g r e .
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Catch Up with BenT!

Check out the Back Issues!

G e t  B e n T !  fictional humor and pop-culture commentary, featuring the 

adventures o f Sidney Skalinowicz, a washed up Ska A rtis t lost in space. See him face o ff 

against the minions of "The-Devil-You-Say"!

issues 5 , 6 , 7 , 8  are available for $ 2 .0 0  each 
(Unshaven CHI appears as a flip book on issues 5,6,and 7)

UNSHAVEN CHI #1 BenT explores childhood memories and cereal nostalgia 

Features the 18-page story, "Island of Lost Bowls".

#4 BenT tells the tale of his four grandmas

$ 2 .0 0  each

SK A -Toons the mini-comic series that started it  all, featuring the adventures of Sid while 

he still had a music career. He fights Gothic Monsters, The Devil, The Evil Dr. Palindrome, 

and hides from his Mama!

issues 5 , 6 , 7 ,  and 8  are $ 1 .0 0  each 

issues 9  and 1 0  are $ 1 .2 5  each

f - a r t  j o k e  a little  mini-zine in which BenT, and guest artists, take famous paintings and 

illustrations and parody them with the theme of flatulence! Buy a copy and cram it into the 
shorts of your favorite ArtSnob!

issue 0  only 7 5  cents each) 

issue 1 only $ 1 .0 0  each

BenT ’s B ig  O l’ B a rg a in  B ag ! $5.00 each 
A  bag full of BenTs atrocious early comics that he is so embarrassed by, now 

that he's nominated for awards and stu ff! Each bag contains Martini Bros.
Advs #1, Set BenT #1 and #2, and an assortment of other zines and 

mini-comics, and goodies from early in his career. These are all out-of-print, 

and BenT is gonna pretend they never existed when they're gone!

send to: Ben T. Steckler, POB 7273, York, PA 17404 

please add 25 cents postage for each comic ordered 

(postage for the bargain bag is $1.50)

(Non-U.S. readers, em ail: bsteckler@netrax.net for correct postage)



b y  Ben T. Steckler,
2001 IGNATZ Award Nom inee 

“ Prom ising New  Talent”


