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I've been asking myself a lot of 
questions lately about why I do this 
zine. When I started doing it I had 
this idea in my head that I wanted 
the zine to be about living life to 
the fullest with a strong focus on 
living in the present - not dwell­
ing on the past or waiting for the 
future, but making every waking 
moment - in fact, this very moment 
right now, one that is purposely 
meaningful.

That's all well and good, but to 
be honest, I think I was kind of 
fooling myself. Because as'much as 
this zine is a document of moments 
in my life that were lived with full 
awareness of making them meaningful 
and important, the fact still re­
mains that this zine is just that - 
a DOCUMENT. It's a record of the 
past. It's a medium through which to 
look back to times that are long 
gone. But maybe that's not so bad as 
I originally thought it was. I think 
that looking to the past, learning 
from it, and allowing it to inform



the future is actually really impor­
tant. Without the past there would 
be no present. It's how we know who 
we are and where we’ve come from, 
without which we'd have no idea who 
we want to be and where we want to 
go. The past is like an ever-grow­
ing mound of present moments. With 
every second that passes the mound 
grows higher, and as we stand upon 
that mountain of history rising be­
neath our feet we are constantly 
gaining a greater vantage point from 
which to view our present situation.

Go hooray for the past, hell 
yes to the present, and i can’t wait 
for the future. Because every moment 
of our lives has potential for 
learning and loving and beauty and 
truth. Every day a revolution be­
gins, every breath has consequence, 
every step is in a direction. So 
thanks for reading these stories 
from my life, but please, when you 
finish, get off your ass and go cre­
ate your own damn stories.



I BOUGHT A NEW PEN TO DRAW WITH 
T O D A Y .  F O R  A  W H I L E  I'VE BEEN

U S I N G  T H E S E  G E L  P E N S .

THEY WORK PRETTY N I C E

BUT  C A N  O C C A S I O N A L L Y

B E  A  B I T  O R N E R Y .   S O

WE'LL SEE HOW I  L I K E  

T H I S  NEW PEN. I ' L L  

PROBABLY TRY TO DRAW T H I S  WHOLE 
I S S U E  WITH I T  & SEE HOW I T

TREATS ME.



S A F E T Y  H A W K  T O O K

A T R I P  TO G R E E N S  

- BORO, NC TONIGHT

 TO PLAY A  SHOW. We

P IL E D  A l l  OUR

—  E Q U I P M E N T  & 9 KIDS

IN T O  B E C K LE Y 'S  V A N  & H E A DED OFF

TO ONE OF THE MOST FUN SHOWS EVER - 
DANCING,  S I N G I N G ,  

SCREAMING, SHADOW P U P P E T S  & F A M I L IA R  F A C E S  

IN FAR  A W A Y  TO W N S . M E E T IN G  UP W ITH

o l d  F R IE N D S , M A K IN G  NEW  F R IE N D S , 

T R A D I N G  Z I N E S ,  & T E L L IN G  S TO R IE S . 

T HIS IS EXACTLY WHY i STILL SPEND 
ANY T I M E  A t  a l l  ON t h i s  S IL L Y  

"P U N K  R O C K "  T H I N G .

THIS BIKE IS A PIPE BOMB PLAYED
I N  R IC H M O N D  & W E OPENED FOR T H E M .  

T H E  SHOW W E N T  W E LL , BUT T H E R E A L  

H I G H L I G H T  O F  TH E  N I G H T  FOR M E

AT LEAST,  WA S WHEN t h e  DUDE FROM
T B I A P B  GAVE  ME  A COPY OF THE  

Z I N E  HE PUT T O G ETH ER ABOUT  HOW TO

MAKE M U SIC AL INSTRUMENTS OUT OF 

COMMON  HOUSEHOLD IT E M S .   I T ' S  SOME- 

T H I N G  I 'V E  BEEN W A N T IN G  TO LEARN 

ABOUT F O R  A  W H IL E  N O W , So I T  WAS 

RAD HOW I T JU ST S O  E A S I L Y  FELL 
R I G H T  IN T O  MY HANDS.



S I T T I N G  ON  A 

B E N C H  OUTSIDE 
OF T H E  D O W N T O W N  

K I N K O 'S  E A T I N G  AN  

ORANGE. I  w a s  JUST T H IN K IN G  
ABOUT HOW GOOD F R U I T  I S .  FOR

 SOME REASON THOUGH, I  N E V E R  FEEL  

L IK E  E A T I N G  I T  E V E N  T H O U G H  I  KNOW 

I  SHOULD . BUT THEN EVERY TIME I 
TAKE  A B IT E  INTO a FRESHLY DUMPSTERED 
APPLE OR ORANGE I'M AMAZED BY THE 
SUPER I N T E N S E  BURST  O F  T A S T Y  FLAVOR  

T H A T  F I L L S  M Y  M O U T H .  I T ' S  

F U N N Y  HOW thAT W ORKS.

WE DROVE OUT TO H AR R ISO N BU R G

TO PLAY A  SHOW L A S T  N I G H T .

THE SHOW WAS FUN, THE KIDS 
WERE COOL & T H E R E  WAS E V E N  A 

N IR VAN A  COVER BAND! SO W HEN

T H E  S H O W  WAS OVER W E  PACKED D

 UP O U R  S T U F F  & GOT BACK I N  THE

C A R  T O  H E A D  BACK HOME, Bu t  THE  

C A R  JUST WOULDN'T G O . AW H E L L , 

WE WERE STUCK I N  T H E  ‘BURG  

W I T H  A B R O K E N  CAR . T H E  K ID S  

WHOSE HOUSE W E PLAYED A T  L E T  

US CR A S H  T H E R E  ( T H A N K S  GUYS!)

&  THE N E XT M O R N I N G  WE C A L L E D  A  TOW TRUCK 

TO B R I N G  US TO A  R E P A I R  SHOP. G L E N , OUR 

TOW T R U C K  D R I V E R , T U R N E D  OUT TO B E  A  

R E A L L Y  Co o l  G U Y  -  H E  L E T  3 O F  US R I D E  

I N  T H F  C A R  0N T H E  BACK  O F  T H E  T O W

T R U C K  ON T H E  WAY TO T H E  S H O P . ONCE AT 

THE SHOP WE Sa t  AROUND FOR HOURS &

HOURS JUST To  HAVE T H E M  T E L L  US T H E Y  

W E R E  UNSURE WHAT WAS W R O N G  & 

CO U LD N 'T  HELP US BUT ALSO WOULD D I S - 

C O U R A G E  US T R Y I N G  TO D R I V E  T HE  

C A R .



THERE WAS A PEP BOYS DOWN THE STREET
SO WE DECIDED  TO TAKE  T H E  C A R  DOWN

THERE TO S E E  I F  THEY c o u l d  F I X  I T .

A G A I N  WE S a t  AROUND F O R  HOURS THIS 

TIME J U S T  TO B E TOLD THEY COULD ORDER

 A  P A R T ON MONDAY & T H A T  

M I G H T  F I X  I T , B U T  WE

HAD TO PAY $60 A N Y W A Y  

 J U S T  FO R  H A V I N G  T H E M  

L O O K  A T  T H E  C A R . A T  THIS  

POINT WE WERE ALL S0 

F R U S T R A T E D  &  T I R E D  &   SO

 T H I S  NEWS SENT US over THE EDGE.
ANNA S T A R TED  C R Y I N G  &  R A S U L  F L I P P E D  OUT 

ON THE PEP BOYS E M P L O Y E E S , C A L L I N G  T H E M  

N A M E S  &  A R G U I N G  W ITH  T HEM . V O I C E S

W E R E  R A I S E D , C U R S E  WORDS W E R E  SPOUTED,

I T  WAS I N T E N S E !

WE EN D ED  UP  RUNNING I N T O  G L E N  T H E  

T O W  T R U C K  D R IV E R  AG A I N  & HE S A I D  HE'D

T OW US TO RICHMOND T H E  N E X T M O R N I N G .  SO

W E  C A L L E D  A  C A B , G O T  A  B U N C H  O F  B E E R

& HEADED BACK TO  T H E  CRAYOLA HOUSE

W H E R E  W E  PLAYED  STAR  

W ARS E D IT IO N

 T R I V I A L  

P U R S U IT  & TRIED 

TO RELAX  A B I T .

THERE TURNED O U T  TO

B E  3  D IF F E R E N T  C H R IS T M A S DANCE p a r t i e s  THAT NIGHT ALL WITHIN

A BLOCK OF EACH o t h e r  S O  W E  wandered

T O  &  FR O  B ETW EEN  T H E M . T H E  R E S T  

O F  T H E  NIGHT WAS F IL L E D  W IT H  D R IN K IN G , 

D A N C IN G , S I N G I N G ,  M I N G L I N G  , & EVEN 

M A K I N G  O UT U N D E R  SO M E M I S T L E T O E .



M E  &  J E N N Y  R O D E  W I T H  G R E G  OUT TO THE

L I T T L E  F L O W E R  C A T H O L IC  W O R K E R  F A R M  

T O D A Y . A COUPLE W E E K S  A G O  O N E  OF  T H E I R  

C A B IN S  BURNED DOWN, SO WE WENT OUT 

THERE TO H E L P  T H E M  C L E A N  U P , L O A D I N G  

U P THE TRUCK WITH w i t h  B U R N T  D E B R I S ,  H A U L I N G  

OFF SALVAGEABLE W OOD, P U L L IN G  OUT NA ILS .

R IC H M O N D  FO O D  NOT  BOMBS HELPED 

O R G A N IZ E  A C A M P A IG N  TO G E T  T H E  

C I T Y  TO  S T A R T  O P E N IN G  U P  T H E IR

O V E R F L O W  S H E L T E R  a t  35 DEGREES

O R  B E LO W  R A T H E R  T H A N  

A t  25 DEGREES W H IC H  IS  

W H E R E  I T  

C U R R E N T L Y  STANDS 

& A T  W H IC H  PO IN T  PEOPLE 
c o u l d  POSSIBLY F R E E Z E  t o

d e a t h  ON  T H E  S T R E E T S . A 

B I G  GROUP OF PEOPLE

Pa c k e d  T H E  C IT Y  C O U N C IL  

 M E E T I N G  & F N B  SERVED

A F R E E  HOT M E A L  O U T S ID E  

C I T Y  H A L L .  T H E  C A M P A IG N   

WAS A S u c c e s s , A L L  o F  t h e  

C O U N C IL   P E R S O N S  SUPPORTED 

I T , B U T  W H A T  I  TH O U G H T W A s  PR E TTY

N E A T  w a s  T H E  F A C T  t Ha t  T H E Y  OFFICIALLY 

R E C O G N IZ E D  F ood  NO T B O M B S  E V E N  

TH O U G H  I T 'S   E S S E N T IA L L Y  A N  IL L E G A L  

O R G A N IZ A T IO N  BY N A T U R E .  S C O R E  

ONE  FO R  T H E  P U N X .



SAFETY HAWK 
HAD O U R  3-D  

SHOW TONIGHT.  A F T E R  MONTHS of PREP- 

AR A T I O N  WORDS C AN 'T  D E S C R I B E  T H E  
RIDICULOUS  VISUAL a s s a u l t  WE  THRUST 

UPON THE AU D IEN CE. AN A G L Y P H IC  

PROCESSES, STEREOSCOPIC GLASSES, RED & 

BLUE R O C K I N G   FURY. TH E  HISTORY OF  

SPACE & TIME3 W ERE ALTERED,  DIMENSIONS 

WERE M O S T  CERTAINLY CROSSED, & ALSO 
M UCH ROCK W AS ROLLED.

BEING THAT CHRISTMAS IS J U S T  A R O U N D  
T H E  C O R N E R  S O M E  K I D S  T H R E W  A  N O G  P A R T Y .

I  S O M E W H A T  R E L U C T A N T L Y  W E N T , B U T
O N C E  T H E R E  H A D

A  G O O D  T I M E   

D R I N K I N G  M O R E   
THAN MY FAIR  
SHARE OF SOY NOG, 

&  D A N C I N G  U P  A

S T O R M  ( O N C E  T H E

N O G  K I C K E D  I N ) .

W E  W A T C H E D  S O M E  

H O M E  M O V I E S  O F  T H E  L E A D  S I N G E R  O F  
A C T I O N  P A T R O L  &  F R I E N D S  D R I V I N G  

A R O U N D  D O I N G  S I L L Y  S T U F F  W H I C H  i  W A S   

P R E T T Y  S T O K E D  A B O U T  S I N C E  i ' V E  B E E N

A P R E T T Y  B I G  

FAN OF ACTION PATROL FOR SOME TIME & THE FACT THAT THEY  

 W E R E  F R O M  R I C H M O N D  P L A Y E D  A  R O L E  I N

MY DECISION TO MOVE HERE.  IT WAS  

A L M O S T  C o o L E N O U G H  T O  M A K E  U P  F O R  T H E  

N U M E R O U S  J E A L O U S I E S  &  T E N S I O N S  T H A T   

K E P T  R E A R I N G  T H E I R  U G L Y  H E A D S  O U T  

T H E  E V E N I N G  T H A N K S  T O  T H E  5  O R  M O R E  

LOVE TRIANGLES I HAD THE PLEASURE OF BEING  

AWARE OF OR ASSOCIATED WITH. 



I  R O D E  M Y  B I K E  O U T  T O  K I N K O 'S  

THIS MORNING ONLY TO BE REMINDED 

t h a t  T H E Y ' R E  C L O S E D  O N  T H E

W E EK E N D S ! OH W ELL , SO INSTEAD

   I JUST KIND OF 
RANDOMLY
M E A N D E R E D
T H R O U G H

DOWN- TOWN
T R Y I N G  TO

SH AKE o f f  M Y N O G  H AN G O VER.  AS 

I  GOT CLOSE R  BACK TOWARDS HOME  

I  STU M B LED  A C R O S S  A N  A B A N D O N ED  O LD  

Ho t e l  T H A T  I 'D  N E V E R  N O TICED  B EFO R E .

I N S T E A D  OF B E I N G  F I L L E D  WITH 

WATER T H E  POOL W AS G R A F F I T I -F lL LED &

O V E R R U N  W I T H  W E E K S  S T R U G G L I N G   
OUT THROUGH CRACKS IN THE CEMENT. 

T H E  B R IG H T LY  C O L O R E D , S P R A Y -  PAINTED 

M E S S A G E S  C O N T R A S T I N G  W IT H  THE  

DI R T  & DECAY & N E G L E C T  OF T H I S  

S E C R E T , S E C L U D E D  s p o t  WERE 
E X C I T I N G  & B E A U T I F U L .

J E N N Y   FO U N D  o u t  THROUGH A N  A CQUAINTANCE 

T H A T  T H E  U N IV E R S IT Y   O F R IC H M O N D  WAS 

G E T T I N G   R I D  O F  A  HUGE  P R O O F IN G

P R ES S  & 2  C A B I N E T S  o f  l e a d  T Y P E  SO

WE ROUNDED U P  8  PEOPLE

& 3   V E H IC L E S  

T o  H A U L  

THE 

HUN- 

DREDS

OF POUNDS OF H U L K IN G  M ETA L F ROM  

U OF R  TO OUR L I V I N G  R O O M . IT'S 

SO AW ESO M E - OUR HOUSE I S  A  P R IN T  SHOP! 

T o  C E L E B R A T E  T H E  N E W  A D D I T I O N  TO 

OUR  Ho u s e  & T o  T H ANK OUR HELPERS 

W E  C O O K E D  U P  A  HUGE  M E A L  FO R  

E V E R Y O N E  &  S A T  A R O U N D  T A L K I N G ,  

S TU FFIN G  O U R S E L V E S ,  & B A S K I N G  I N  

T H E  G L O R Y  &  I N N U M E R A B L E  E X C I T I N G  

P O S S I B I L I T I E S  O F  T H E  P R E S S .



I  W A S  W O K E N  U P  T H I S  
M O R N I N G  B Y  M A R K  Y E L L I N G  

" H E L P !  S O M E O N E  H E L P ! "  

AFTER DOING HIS 
BUSINESS  T H E  T O I L E T  

Stopped UP &

S T A R T E D  O V E R -  

F L O W I N G !  I 
GUESS h e  W AS

U N F A M I L I A R  W I T H  t h e  M E C H A N I C S  o f  
T H E  T O I L E T  & J U S T  S O R T  OF P A N I C K E D  

WHEN HE D I D N ' T  KNOW W H AT  TO D O . T H E  

E N T I R E  B A T H R O O M  FLOOR W A S  COVERED

 I N  T O I L E T  W A T E R  & I T  E V E N  CREPT 

I T S  WAY I N T O  J E N N Y ' S  R O O M  &  L E A K E D  

T H R O U G H  T H E  F L O O R  T O  D R I P  O U T  O F  
T H E  C E I L I N G  O F  T H E  L I V I N G  R O O M

D O W N S T A I R S .  G R O D Y !



I ' M  S I T T I N G  AT THE BAR I N  THE

B A S E M E N T  O F  T H E  l o s t  s o c k  LAUNDRO-  

M A T  D R IN K IN G  SOME BEER

& W A T C H I N G  A L L  T H E  FU N N Y

 M ID D L E -A G E D  REGULARS PLAY 

DARTS & F L I R T  W I T H  EACH 

O T H E R  A S  I  W A I T  F O R  M Y  

L A U N D R Y  TO D RY U P S T A I R S .  

M Y  F A M I L Y  I S  C O M IN G  I N

TOWN TOM ORROW  s o  I ' V E  

B E E N  M A K I N G  S O M E  l a s t  

M I N U T E  PREPARATIONS F O R  T H E I R  

A r r i v a l  - M O S T L Y  C L E A N I N G  & T I D Y I N G  

-  T R Y IN G  T O  M A K E  M Y  L IF E  A P P E A R  A S  

PA R E N T -PLE A S IN G  AS P O S S IB LE . I  DON'T 

K N O W  IF  C L E A N  C L O T H E S  &  D A IL Y

B A T H S  W I L L  REALLY MAKE T H E I R

V I S I T  ANY MORE BEARABLE, BUT I

F I G U R E  IT 'S  WORTH A SHOT.



t h e  LA S T  2 D A Y S  W E R E  S P E N T  S H O W IN G  

MY FAM ILY AROUND RICHMOND - 

Mostly HITTING ALL THE TOURIST SPOTS - 
THE CANAL Wa l k , THE BYRD THEATER, &
HOLLYWOOD CEMETARY - W H ICH  I S  a c t u a l l y  

A REALLY BEAUTIFUL PLACE. ROLLING HILLS, 
TENS OF THOUSANDS o f  GRAVES - 18,000 of

WHICH ARE DEAD CO N FED ER A TE  SO LD IER S,

3  DEAD P R E S I D E N T S , TH E  GRAVE OF OLD 

J E F F  DAVIS - T H E  P R E S I D E N T  OF THE

CONFEDERACY, & IT'S ONLY A BLOCK  

AWAY FROM MY

HOUSE!
IN
F A C T ,  
FROM
MY BACK 
YARD 
YOU C A N

S E E  T H E  T I P  

OF T H I S  W EIR D  PYRAM ID   M ONUM ENT  

PE A K I N G  OUT O V E R  T HE T OP O F TH E  T R E E S . 

I 'M  CONVINCED  I T 'S  G O T  SOMETHING  To DO 

W ITH THE MASONS, BUT I  GUESS I  REALLY HAVE
NO ID EA  WHAT MEANING IT HOLDS ANY M ORE THAN  

A N Y O F TH E O TH ER  STRA N GE, CRYPTIC  SYM BO LS
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE CEMETARY. 



T H I S  X M A S  M Y  P A R E N T SD E C I D E D  THAT R A T H E R  T H A N  S P E N D  M O N E Y  O N  B U Y I N G   G I F T S  FOR EACH 
o t h e r  WE S HOULD
PUT t h a t  MONEYT O W A R D  G O I N G  O N  A T R I P  &  S P E N D I N G  T I M E  TO G E T H E R .  S O  T H E Y  D R O V E  F R O M  L O U I S I -  

ANA UP TO RICHMOND 
& A F T E R  a  f e w  DAYS
w e  a l l  D R O V E  U P  TON E W  Y O R K  C I T Y . I  G U E S S  A L L  T H A T
B A L O N E Y  I N  t h e  W A K E  O F  S E P T E M B E R  1 1 T HA B O U T  "C O M E  TO N Y  &  S P E N D  M O N E Y  T O
FIGHT TERRORISM " ACTUALLY W ORKED 

O N  M Y  P A R E N T S .

AS I  EAT t h i s

C O N T IN E N T A L
BREAKFAST  I ’M

T H IN K IN G  ABOUT HOW 
A M A Z IN G  

CO FFEE IS .
T H I S  

M O R N IN G  
I T  W AS

I M P O S S I B L E  T O  W A K E  U P  &  O N C E  I

FINALLY MANAGED TO ROLL OUT OF BED   

I  W A S  G R U M P Y  &  S U R L Y .  B U T  A F T E R  I  

G O T  A CUP OF COFFEE IN  M E  N O T

ONLY WAS I  COMPLETELY A W A K E , I  

Was  I N  a  REALLY GOOD Mood T o o !  Y A Y !



MY MOM DREW THIS P IC T U R E . I T's ME  

EA TIN G  CONTINENTAL  B R E A K F A S T .  

I THINK I T's AWESOME W H E N  OTHER PEOPLE
Ask tO DRAW STUFF IN  MY NOTEBOOK.  
ECNOURAGING PEOPLE to DRAW IS always 
A GOOD T H I N G  PLUS I T 's RAD TO BE ABLE 

TO SEE A SKETCH  oF T H E  WORLD FROM 
ANOTHER PERSON'S POINT o f  VIEW.
T HANKS MOM!

ON t h e  L IGHT POLES I N

NEW YORK T H Y  HAVE
TH ES E  B A N N E R S  THAT SAY 

T HINGS LIK E  "FIGHT 

BACK NY - GO SHOP!"  0R

" SPEND MONEY!" OR

" E A T  OUT!"

OR “SEE 
A SHOW!"

I ' M  TOTALLY SERIOUS!

AR E  AM ER IC AN S  REALLY  
So P A TH E T IC  t h a t  THE 
ONLY WAY THEY CAN "FIGHT

BACK" IS BY CONSUMING?

G IV E  M E  A  B R E A K !  I  T H IN K   
THEY  SHOULD M A K E  ONE t h a t  
SAYS "G E T  
D R U N K ! "  BECAUSE THAT WOULD NOT 
ONLY CONTRIBUTE To THE ECONOMY BUT WOULD 
ALSO CONTINUE to NUMB PEOPLE TO THE UTTER

 ABSURDITY OF T H E  IDEA THAT THEY AR E  
SOMEHOW "F IG H T IN G "  SOMETHING.  OR HOW 

ABOUT “ t a k e  a  poop!" I t 's SOMETHING WE a l l  
MINDLESSLY DO EVERY DAY  AN Y W A Y  
S O  W H Y  N O T  PRETEND I T  FIGHTS SOMETHING  W HILE WE'RE A T  
I T ?  PTHBHTPT!!!  TAKE T H A T  B IN  LA D E N !



LET IT BE KNOWN THAT  
I HATE DRAWING 

L I V I N G  T H I N G S  T H A T  

M O V E  AROUND LIKE PEOPLE & A N IM A LS . NO 

MATTER  HOW MUCH I  GRUMBLED & GRIPED 
at THESE PIGEONS THEY just WOULDN'T
S T A Y  s t i l l  & Pose FOR ME. A S  M Y  M O M

W O ULD  S A Y ,  " T Y P I C A L  RUDE NEW Y O R K E R S !"

I  MADE A L A S T  M IN U T E  D E C IS IO N  To R ID E  

Back to Lo u is ia n a  w it h  MY PARENTS RAth er

THAN HAVE THEM DROP M E  IN  R IC H M O N D . THE

M AIN  REASON WAS THAT JENNY WAS I N  N EW 

O R L E A N S  F O R  T H E  HO LID AYS . I 'L L  SPAREYOU 

A LL  T H E

G R U E L IN G

 DETAILS OF OUR

ROLLERCOASTER  

OF A RELATION-  

SHIP  (OR LACK 

T HEREOF), BUT 

LET 'S  JUST SAY THAT I  R E A L L Y  W A N T E D  

TO SEE  HER. WE STOPPED I N  AT L A N T A   O N  

T H E  WAY TO STAY WTTH MY AUNT  PATRICIA  & 

UNCLE Ha r v e y  FOR THE NIGHT.  THEY DIDN'T  

KNOW I  was GO ING  TO b e  W ITH MY family, 
So W H E N  I  WALKED UP T H E  STEPS YOU 

SHOULD HAVE SEEN T H E  LOOK ON  T H E I R

FACES.  MY UNCLE HARVEY was ESPECIALLY  

STOKED TO S E E  M E - H E  M U S T 'V E  HUGGED 

ME L I K E  1 0  T I M E S , H IS  E Y E S  GOT ALL 

W A T E R Y , AND HE  EVEN  S A I D  I  "MADE  HIS 

 CHRISTMAS!"



T HIS IS MY UNCLE HARVEY'S PONYTAIL.  AS FAR AS I KNOW HE'S HAD LONG HAIR FOREVER & EVER - I GUESS EVER SINCE HIS HIPPY DAYS IN THE 60'S & 70'S.  BUT ABOUT A YEAR AGO HE JUST DECIDED TO CUT IT OFF.  HE SAVED IT THOUGH & NOW  IT SITS ON HIS DESK NEXT TO HIS COMPUTER, SOME ROBOT TOYS, & A PICTURE OF ME & HIM TOGETHER AT MY GRADUATION. 

AM I  THE ONLY 

PERSON I N  t h e  

WORLD w h o 's EX-
T R E M E L Y  F A S C IN A T E D  B Y  

W A T E R  TOWERS? 
THEY'RE JUST So WEIRD,

T H E SE H U G E , B U L B O U S

S H A P E S  L O O M I N G  OVER

US. I  TH IN K  m o s t  

PEOPLE DON'T EVEN  NOTICE THEM

E V E N  TH O U G H  T H E Y ' R E  SO GLARINGLY  

O B V I O U S .   I  GUESS I T 'S  L I K E  TELEPHO N E  

POLES & CLOUDS I N  T H E  S K Y , t h e  

S O U N D  OF T R A F F I C  OR W I N D  I N  T H E

TREES - ALL THESE THINGS WE'RE

C O N S T A N T L Y  S U R R O U N D E D  B Y  Y E T

SO M EH O W  N E V E R  s e e m  t o  n o tICE.



B A C K  IN  B A T O N  R O U G E . 

S IN C E  I 'm IN  
To w n w e  WENT TO 
V I S I T  M Y  G R A N D - 
PARENTS TODAY. 

MY Paw  p a w  

SEEMS TO BE

RECOVERING  

WELL AFTER 
HIS L E G  

AMPUTATION. 

HE HAS T H I S  AWESOME BRIGHT RED 
MOTORIZED WHEELCHAIR NOW  To GET AROUND.  
IT 'S  SO SPORTY LOOKING & THEY GOT IT  
FOR FREE!  ALSO T HEY  SHOWED M E T HIS  
AMAZING OLD AN TIQ U E  MUSIC BOX THEY 

HAVE THAT USED To BE MY GREAT-GRANDMOTHER'S. 
I T 'S L I K E  100 YEARS O L D !  I T  SOUNDS SO 

BEAUTIFUL - A REALLY DEEP, RICH SOUND.  I T

PLAYS T HESE  CRAZY M ETAL DISCS ABOUT 

THE SIZE o f AN LP WITH TONS OF TINY  

HOLES IN T H E M. I  WAS TOTALLY AWED BY IT.

AFTER WE GOT BACK FROM THE GRANDPARENT'S  
I  TOOK OFF ON A BIKE RIDE.  i WENT DOWN 
T O  T H IS  O L D  S P O T  I  U S E D  T O  G O  T O  W H E N  I   

S T IL L  L IV E D  W IT H  M Y  P A R E N T S .  I T 'S  T H IS   

L IT T L E  C R EEK  TH A T  R U N S  U N D ER  TH E  R O A D   
R IG H T  B Y  M Y  P A R E N T 'S  H O U S E .  O N E  O F  T H E   

FE W  S E C R E T  S P O T S  W H E R E  N A T U R E  S T IL L   

S T R U G G L E S  T O  E X IS T  H ID D E N  A M ID S T  T H E  
SUBURBS.



I T  J U S T  S O  H A P P E N E D  T H A T  S T O P  I T !  ( M Y   
F R I E N D S '  B A N D  F R O M  R I C H M O N D )  W A S   
PLAY I N G  A  S H O W  I N  B A T O N  R O U G E  O N  N E W   

YEARS EVE! SO JENNY CAME & MET UP WITH  

M E  &  W E  W E N T  T O  S E E  T H E M  P L A Y  A  R A T H E R   

A W K W A R D  S H O W  -  C O M P L E T E L Y  O U R  O F  T H E I R  

E L E M E N T ,  UP H I G H  O N  A  S T A G E .   I N  

F R O N T  O F  A N   

A L M O S T N O N E X IS T -  
E N T ,  CO MPLETELY  

 APATHETIC 
 B A R  C R O W D .  

TH EY W ER E A LSO   
P L A Y I N G  I N  B I R M I N G -   

H A M  2  D A Y S  L A T E R  &  
T H A T  W A S  M E  &  J E N N Y ' S  

N E S T  S T O P  O N  O U R  D R I V E  B A C K   
T O  R I C H M O N D ,  S O  W E  G O T  T O  M E E T  U P  W I T H   

T H E M  A G A I N !   W E  M I S S E D  T H E  S H O W ,  B U T  

a f t e r w a r d s  w e  a l l  S T A Y E D  A T  J E N N Y 'S  
P A R E N T ' S  H O U S E  W H E R E  W E Q U I E T L Y  T I P -  

T O E D  A R O U N D  M A K I N G  BLACK B E A N /  SPINACH 

B U R R I T O S  &  T H E N  W E N T  T O  S L E E P ,  W A R M  

& C O Z Y  A S  S N O W  S T A R T E D  T O  F A L L  
O U T S I D E .

STOP I T 'S NEXT SHOW  

WAS IN  N A S H V ILLE  S O   

WE DECIDED TO TAG  

A L O N G  W I T H  T H E M .

W H E N  W E  G O T  TH ER E 

M E  &  J E N N Y  DECIDED 

t o  t a k e  o f f  t o  LOOK 

FOR Food W H IL E  T H E  

BAND seT UP. BY t h e  
T I M E  w E GOT BACK 

T H E Y  had  ALREADY 

PLAYED! So  BASICALLY 

WE D R O V E  3  H O U R S  TO  

N A S H V IL L E  F O R  D U M P S T E R E D   

P I Z Z A !  I T  W A S  P R E T T Y  D I S -  

APPOINTING, BUT I GUESS IT WASN'T   

A TO TAL L o s s  -  A T  L E A S T  W E  Ha d  FU N  

WANDERING AROUND AN UNFAMILIAR  
T OWN.  S T I L L ,  WE D E C I D E D  w E'D  SEEN  

E NOUGH OF N A S H V I L L E  S O  W E  T O O K  O F F  

I N T O  T H E  N I G H T  -  B A C K  T O  R I C H M O N D , 

B a c k  T o H O M E ,  B A C K  T O  B I L L S  &  L O V E   

T R I A N G L E S  &  M O U N T I N G  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S   
T H A T  I ' D  B E E N  T R Y I N G  T O  I G N O R E  F O R  
T H E  L A S T  2  W E E K S .



H O O R A Y ! I 'M  D R A W IN G  A G A IN ! IT 'S  B E E N  O V E R  

A W EEK SINCE I LAST SAT DOW N TO DRAW  &  
IT'S MADE ME FEEL REALLY WEIRD.  IT STARTED 

B E C A U S E  I  WAS 

REALLY BUSY T R Y I N G  
TO GET EVERYTHING 

TO G ETH ER  TO APPLY TO
GRAD SCHOOLS & I 

F E L T  L I K E  I  D I D N 'T   

H A V E  T I M E  T O  D R A W .  

B U T  T H E N  A F T E R  I   

HADN'T DRAWN FOR A FEW  
D A Y S  I  
DIDN'T 
KNOW

WHERE TO 
B E G I N .   i  I M A G I N E  I T 'S  S I M I L A R  T O  I F  Y O U   

W E R E  T O  N O T  E A T  F O R  A  W E E K  &  T H E N  D E C ID E D   
TO E A T  A G A IN .  Y O U R  S T O M A C H  W O U LD  B E  A L L   

S H R IV E LLE D , A N D  H O W  W O U LD  Y O U  D E C ID E  W H A T  

to EAT FIRST? A PIECE OF TOAST? AN APPLE? 
O R  A  S T A C K  O F  E X T R A  L A R G E  S U P E R  V E G G IE   

PIZZAS? I DECIDED TO START WITH SOME   

T R E E S  B Y  T H E  R A I L R O A D  T R A C K S .   S O  A  L O T   

H A S  H A PPEN ED  O VER  T H E  LA S T  W EEK  O R  S O :  

I  F I N I S H E D  A P P L Y I N G  T O  S C H O O L ,  M E  &  J E N N Y   

B O T  B A C K  T O G E T H E R ,  S A F E T Y  H A W K  IS  W R IT IN G   

A  M U S IC A L  A N D  G ETT IN G  R EA D Y  TO  G O  O N  TO U R .



THE BAND HAS ALSO ADDED 3 NEW MEMBERS  
T O  T H E  L I N E  U P .   W E  H A V E  D A N A  O N  V I O L A ,
ANNA O N  L IG HTS &  KEYBO ARD , &  M ILES  O N  

ACCORDION, TROMBONE, & "KEY-TAR."  IT'S CRAZY! 

M E &  A N N A  H A VE  D R EA M E D  FO R  A  LO N G  TIM E O F  
SOMEDAY FORMING A "CIRCUS BAND."  I GUESS 

WE NEVER REALLY 
H A D  A N Y  S P EC IFIC   

PLAN A BOUT WHAT THAT  

M EAN T  O R  H O W  TO  ACC O M PLISH   

I T ,  B U T  I T  S E E M S  T O  H A V E   

SO M EH O W  JUST FEEL IN TO  O U R LAPS.  
SAFETY HAWK IS NOW A CIRCUS BAND! IT'S  
CRAZY, FAIRLY CHAOTIC, BUT STILL 
T O T A L L Y  F U N .   W E  H A D  O U R  F IR S T  S H O W  T O N IG H T   

IN  P O W H A T A N  -  S O M E  T O T A L L Y  R U R A L  P L A C E   

O U T S ID E  O F  R IC H M O N D .  I  H A V E  T O  S A Y ,  F O R

OUR FIRST SHOW AS AN 8-PIECE IT WENT 
P R E T T Y  W E L L .  I D O N 'T  K N O W  IF  T H E  C R O W D  

L IK E D  IT . B U T  A T  LE A S T  W E  H A D  F U N . 

SITTING IN JENNY'S ROOM DUBBINGTAPES AND READING.  JENNY'S SITTINGON THE FLOOR NEXT TO ME CUTTINGDOWN THE PAGESON A COLORING
BOOK SHE MADE.I DON'T KNOW WHAT IT IS, BUT I FEEL REALLY GOODRIGHT NOW.  JUSTTHIS GENERALSENSE OF CONTENTMENT - LIKEI COULD STAY IN THIS MOMENT FOR-
EVER.  I GUESS IT'S JUST ANOTHEREXAMPLE OF HOW IT REALLY IS THE MOST SIMPLE, STRIPPED-DOWN THINGSTHAT TEND TO BRING THE MOST JOY.



I SENT A COPY OF THE LAST ISSUE OF THESEARE THE DAYS TO D. PRICE - THE GUY WHODID "MOONLIGHT CHRON-ICLES." HE WROTE BACK & SENT A BUNCH OF BACK 

ISSUES FOR ME. I'VEBEEN READING THROUGHTHEM & GETTING ABUNCH OF IDEAS ONHOW TO DRAW. A FEW THINGS I WANT TO GIVE A TRY: LOOSEN UP,LOOK AT THE 
OBJECT YOU'RE DRAWINGMORE THAN AT YOUR DRAWING, DRAW 
WITHYOUR LEFT HAND, SMUDGE THE INKLINES TO CREATE 

SHADES OF GREY,LOOK AT OBJECTS AS SHAPES NOT 
OBJECTS,RATHER THAN TRYING TO LITERALLY 
RENDER SOMETHING SIMPLY SUGGEST IT,EXPERIMENT 
WITH DIFFERENT KINDS OF DRAWING 

TOOLS, STUDY THE DRAWINGS OF OTHERS, DRAW
THE SAME OBJECT A NUMBER OF TIMES EACH TIMETRYING TO SIMPLIFY THE 

DRAWING TO ONLY

THE MOST ESSENTIAL DETAILS.

SITTING ON THE FLOOR IN THEBATHROOM, READ-ING & THINKINGMORE ABOUT DRAW-ING. - AS A FORMOF MEDITA-TION, AS AWAY TO, AS D. PRICE SAID "CELEBRATE THE ACTOF LIVING," AS A WAY TO FORCE MYSELF TOSTOP & LOOK & STUDY ALL OF THE BEAUTY IN THE WORLD.  IT'S AMAZING ALL THE THINGS WE NEVER SEEM TO NOTICE THAT ARE RIGHT UNDEROUR NOSES - IF ONLY WE'D STOP & LOOK. TODAYI WANDERED OUT BEYOND THE BACK YARD & FOLLOWED ALONG THE FENCE SEPARATING THE EXPRESSWAY FROM THE COMMUNITY CENTER PLAYGROUND BEHIND OUR HOUSE. FOR SOMEREASON I'VE NEVER VENTURED OVER THEREBEFORE EVEN THOUGHT I LIVE RIGHT NEXT TOIT. AT THE END OF THE FENCE, HIDDEN AMONGST A PATCH OF TREES & BUSHES ALONG THE EXPRESSWAY WAS A HOMELESS CAMP LITTERED WITH EMPTY BEER CANS, SOGGY BLANKETS, A BEAT UP MATTRESS & OTHER ODDS & ENDS. I'VE OFTEN WONDERED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF LIVING IN SUCH A PLACE & HERE SOMEONE WAS DOING IT - RIGHT IN MY BACK YARD!  



TODAY IS 
JENNY'S BIRTHDAY.  
I'M USUALLY NOT ONE 
TO MAKE A BIG 
DEAL OUT OF 
GIFT-GIVING 
OCCASIONS - I 
HATE THE 
IDEA OF BUYING 

SOME POINTLESS 
CRAP FOR 
SOME- ONE JUST 
BECAUSE YOU FEEL OBLIGATED TO BECAUSE 
IT'S SOME SILLY HOLIDAY. GIFT-GIVING 
SHOULDN'T BE SOME- THING THAT'S RELEGATED 
TO ONLY A FEW DAYS A YEAR BUT SHOULD 
BE MORE OF AN EVERY PRESENT ATTITUDE, 
BEING GIVING & KIND & CONSIDERATE OF 
OTHER SHOULD BE DAILY PRACTICES.  STILL I 
MADE JENNY A PRESENT THIS YEAR.  I USED THE 
PRINTING PRESS TO PRINT HER AN ADDRESS BOOK. 
IDON'T EVEN KNOW IF SHE NEEDS AN ADDRESS 
BOOK, BUT I GUESS THE IDEA IS THAT I TOOK 
THE TIME TO CREATE SOMETHING FOR HER - 
HOWEVER IMPRACTICAL IT MAY BE - HOPEFULLY 
THE ACT IN ITSELF IS MEANINGFUL.

I'M AT THE COMPOUND.

SAFETY HAWK IS PLAY-
ING A SHOW TONIGHT. I 

JUST DREW THIS BOTTLE 
OF W HISKEY THAT 

ANNA BROUGHT OVER & 
I'M NOT SURE HOW I 
FEEL ABOUT IT.  I WAS 

TRYING TO GO ABOUT 

DRAW ING IT DIFFER-
ENTLY THAN I NORMALLY 
DO - BY LOOKING AT

THE BOTTLE NOT AS A 

BOTTLE BUT AS A SERIES 

O F  L IN E S  &  S H A P E S .  I 'M  A L S O  T R Y IN G R E A L  

H A R D  T O  S P E N D  M O R E  T I M E  L O O K I N G  A T  

T H E  O B JE C T  I 'M  D R A W IN G . B U T  IT  S U R E  A IN 'T  

EA SY !  M O R E  P R A C TIC E  W ILL  D O  M E  W ELL .

READING THESE BACK ISSUES OF MOONLIGHT 

CHRONICLES HAS REALLY HAD A BIG IM PACT O N  
M E LATELY.  I HAVE SO  M AN Y N EW  IDEAS TO  

TH IN K  A B O U T N O W , &  I FEEL LIK E  I'V E  JU S T  

BEEN STUMBLING AROUND IN A DAZE, TOTALLY 

PREOCCUPIED WITH IDEAS ABOUT DRAWING

& SIM PLICITY &  TRAVELLING &  LIFE. 



A  C O U P L E  M O R E  T R I E S

A T  D R A W I N G  T H E  B O T T L E

O F  W H I S K E Y  A S  W E L L  

A S  A  C O U P L E  O F  S W I G S .
PEOPLE HANGING OUT IN THE BACK OF THE

COMPOUND AFTER SAFETY HAWK PLAYED. I'M 
STILL TRYING TO LOOK HARD & OBSERVE JUST

SHAPES AND LINES. TO UNLEARN THE HABITS
I'VE DEVELOPED OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS
OF DRAWING & HOPEFULLY LEARN SOME
NEW ONES IN THE PROCESS.



ME & JENNY WENT TO SEE RICHARD ROTH 
GIVE A LECTURE AT THE VIRGINIA MUSEUM 
OF ART. HE TALKED  ABOUT H IS  W ORK &  
IDEAS. IT WAS PRETTY INTERESTING  
- HE COLLECTS COMMON EVERY DAY 
T H IN G S  L IK E  M A K E U P  C O M P A C T S  

& P A IN T  S A M P L E S  &  JU S T  
DISPLAYS THEM AS THEY ARE. 

 IN A WAY I THINK IT'S

N E A T  -  I T 'S  L I K E  A  C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  T H E  S I M P L E ,  

O R D I N A R Y  T H I N G S  I N  L I F E ,  L I K E  S A Y I N G  

T H A T  E V E N  P A I N T  S A M P L E S  A R E  J U S T  A S  

B E A U T I F U L  &  I M P O R T A N T  A S  A N Y  " F I N E  A R T "  

P A I N T I N G  O R  S C U L P T U R E .   O N T H E  O T H E R  

H A N D  B Y  L A B E L L I N G  H I M  A S  A N  " A R T I S T "  

F O R  D O I N G  T H I S  &  B Y  P L A C I N G  T H E S E  
O B J E C T S  I N  A  " F I N E  A R T "  T Y P E  S E T T I N G  L I K E  

A  G A L L E R Y  I T  S E E M S  T O  C O N T R A D I C T  T H E  

I D E A  T H A T  E V E R Y T H I N G  I S  B E A U T I F U L  

& IS  TH ER EFO R E  AR T . 

W E N T  T O  A  S H O W  A T  Q U E E R  P A R A D I S E  

L A S T  N I G H T .   S O M E  B A N D S  P L A Y E D ,  B U T

Y A  K N O W , T H E S E  D A Y S  A L L  T H E  B A N D S  

S E E M  P R E T T Y  M U C H  T H E  S A M E  T O  M E  

- 4  O R  5  W H I T E  B O Y S  W I T H  D I S T O R T E D  

G U I T A R S  S C R E A M I N G  I N T O  M I C R O -

P H O N E S .   O F  C O U R S E ,  S O M E T I M E S  

TH ER E  A R E  E X C E P T I O N S .   S O M E T I M E S  

A  B A N D  W I L L  R E A L L Y  E X C I T E  M E  O R  

SOM EHOW  S P A R K  S O M E T H I N G  W IT H IN  

M E  T H A T  M A K E S  M E  W A N T  T O  S M I L E  

&  D A N C E , B U T  T H E S E  M O M E N T S  A R E  

B E C O M I N G  M O R E  &  M O R E  R A R E .   

INSTEAD OF W ATCHING THE BANDS 

I SPENT A GOOD PORTION OF 

THE N IGH T EYEING  TH IS  O LD  

WOODSTOVE, LOOKING FOR AN 

INCONSPICUOUS SPOT TO SIT &  

DRAW IT WITHOUT DRAWING 

TOO MUCH 
ATTENTION TO 

MYSELF.  



i ' M  T R Y I N G  H A R D  T O  S T A Y  P O S I T I V E ,  B U T  A T  
T H E  M O M E N T  i ' M  F E E L I N G  R E A L L Y  F R U S T R A T E D .

A S  P A R T  O F  A P P L Y I N G  T O  S C H O O L S  I  A L S O  

N E E D  T O  A P P L Y  F O R  F I N A N C I A L  A I D ,  B U T  I N  

ORDER TO DO THAT 

I FIRST NEED 
TO DO MY 
TAXES. 

I'VE 

NEVER 
DONE
MY TAXES 
BEFORE 
B U T  I F  I  H A V E  T O  D O  T H E M  I  W A N T  T O  T R Y  T O  D O  

T H E M  M Y S E L F ,  B U T  I T ' S  S O  O V E R W H E L M I N G  &

C O N F U S I N G !  A L S O  I  G O T  L E T T E R S  F R O M  2  O F  T H E  

S C H O O L S  I  A P P L I E D  T O  T H A T  S A I D  T H E Y  S T I L L  

H A V E N 'T  R E C E IV E D  M  T R A N S C R IP T S  O R  L E T T E R S  

O F  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N .   B U T  T H E Y  S H O U L D  H A V E  

THEM B Y  N O W !  A R G H !  A N D  O N  T O P  O F  A L L  T H IS  

I B U R N T  M Y  T O A S T !  A N D  M Y  D R A W I N G  O F  I T  

S U C K S !  I  G U E S S  N O W  T H A T  I 'V E  W R I T T E N  A L L

T H I S  S T U F F  D O W N  I T  A L L  S E E M S  N O T  Q U I T E  A S  

C A T A S T R O P H I C  A S  I T  O R I G I N A L L Y  D I D .  S O R R Y  

I FR EAK ED  O U T O N  YO U .

JOSH & BEN CAME IN  

TO W N  TO  H AN G O U T  

FOR THE WEEKEND 

SINCE IT WAS JENNY'S 

BIRTHDAY. WE WENT 

TO A  VIDEO 

ART SHOW 

AT THE MUSEUM. 

AT F IR S T  I  

THOUGHT MOST OF 

THE VIDEOS 
W E R E  P R E T T Y  

DUMB BUT THEN 

I READ THE PAMPHLET 

T H A T  D E S C R IB E D  

WHAT EACH VIDEO 

W A S  A B O U T  &  IT S  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
&  I  H A D  A  M U C H  G R E A T E R  A P P R E C I A T I O N  

FOR T H E M .  J U S T  A N O T H E R  E X A M P L E  O F  H O W  

F IN E  A R T  &  A R T  G A L L E R I E S  T E N D  T O  B E  

A L I E N A T IN G  &  C O M P L E T E L Y  D I V O R C E D  F R O M  

T H E  R E A L I T I E S  O F  M O S T  P E O P L E ' S  L I V E S .  

 I T ' S  H A R D  T O  A P P R E C I A T E  A R T  W H E N  
IT 'S  SO  O U T  O F  C O N TEX T . 



I DREW  THIS FOR NO OTHER 

R E A S O N  TH A N  JU S T  FO R  

TH E  S A K E  O F  D R A W IN G  IT . 

I  H A D  B E E N  R ID IN G  M Y  

B IK E  PA S T  T H E  C A T H E D R A L  

A LOT OVER THE LA S T  

FEW  DAYS & K E P T  

NO TIC ING  T H E  

STEEPLE.  i WOULD 

THINK :W OW , 

THAT THING IS REALLY 

NEAT. I SHOULD DRAW 

IT SOMETIME." SO 

THAT'S WHAT i DID. 

I SAT DOWN 

ON THE 
SIDEW ALK AM IDST 

CARS DRIVING BY & 

S T U D E N T S  S C R A M B L IN G  A B O U T  

&  H A D  A  B I T  O F  A  D I S C U S S I O N  

W I T H  T H E  S T E E P L E .  W E  D I D N ' T  U S E  

W O R D S ,  B U T  I N S T E A D  C O M M U N I C A T E D  

T H R O U G H  L I N E ,  L I G H T ,  S H A D O W ,  

I N K ,  P A P E R ,  E T C .   I T  R E M I N D E D  

M E OF THIS ESSAY I HAD RECENTLY READ 

A B O U T  A N IM IS M . N O W , I 'M  N O  E X P E R T  O N  

A N IM IS M  &  I  P R O B A B LY  H A V E  A  P R E T T Y  

LIMITED VIEW  OF W HAT IT'S ALL ABOUT BUT ONE 

THING IN  THE ESSAY REALLY STUCK OUT FO R  M E. 

IT  W AS TALKING ABOUT THE HIER- A R C H IES  W E  

P LA CE O N  TH IN G S - LIK E H O W  W E T H IN K  O F  

HUMANS AS MOST IMPORTANT, THEN ANIMALS, 

THEN PLANTS, THEN ROCKS OR WHAT EVER, BUT 

H O W  AN IM ISTIC CULTU RES IN STEAD  SEE  

EVERYTHING AS EQUALLY IMPORTANT & 

WORTHY OF RESPECT.  AND ANIMISTS WOULD 

E S S E N T IA LL Y  B E  A B LE  T O  C O M M U N IC A T E  W IT H

E V ER YTH IN G  - TR EES , TH E S K Y , A N IM A LS , A N Y-

THING, BUT NOT COM M UNICATE W ITH W ORDS OR

LANGUAGE, BUT INSTEAD W ITH SOM ETHING ELSE, 

SO M ETH IN G  U S W ESTERN ERS CAN  H ARD LY 

C O M P R E H E N D  &  M O S T  L IK E L Y  V E R Y  R A R E L Y , 

IF EV ER  EX P ER IEN CE.  BU T I  TH IN K  W H EN  I 

D R AW  TH IN GS, W H EN  I STO P TO  LO O K &  STU D Y 

OBJECTS, THAT IN A W AY I'M  TAPPING INTO THIS 

SORT OF UNSPOKEN COMMUNICATION, OR, AT LEAST 

TH AT'S  W H AT TH E STEEPLE TO LD  M E. 



ME & JENNY WENT OUT 

TO KINKO'S TODAY. 

SHE HAD SOME STUFF 

TO W ORK ON & I 

HAD A BUNCH OF 

ZINES I WANTED 

TO COPY FOR 

THE D IS T R O

. AS I 

WAS MAKING 

COPIES I 

B E G A N  T O  G ET  M O R E  &  

M O R E  P A R A N O I D .  I  W A S  G E T T I N G  

W E I R D  V I B E S  F R O M  S O M E  O F  T H E  

E M P L O Y E E S  &  T H E R E  W A S  T H I S  G U Y  

W E A R I N G  A  T I E  W H O  W A S  T A L K I N G  T O  

T H E M  &  K E P T  L O O K IN G  O V E R  A T  M E . 

I  G O T  R E A L L Y  N E R V O U S  -  M Y  H E A R T  W A S  

R A C I N G ,  M Y  H A N D S  S H A K I N G ,  I  B R O K E  

O U T  I N  A  C O L D  S W E A T .  I  G U E S S  A L L  

T H E  C A F F E I N E  I ' D  I N G E S T E D  D I D N ' T  H E L P .

S A F E T Y  H A W K  H A D  B E E N  

R E C O R D IN G  S O  W E  C A N  H A V E  

A   C D  TO  S ELL  O N  T O U R .  W E 'R E  

RECORDING WITH THIS GUY WHO 

LIVES IN MINERAL, VA - A REALLY 

S M A L L  T O W N  A B O U T  A N  H O U R  

FROM RICHMOND. ONE N IGHT 

O N  O U R  W A Y  B AC K  H O M E  

A FTE R  R EC O R D IN G  TH E  V A N  R A N  

OUT OF GAS. WE CAME TO A  STOP 

O N  A N  O FF -R A M P  S O M E W H E R E  IN  

THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE & ENDED 

UP  ALL  PUSH ING  THE  BAN UP  THE  

O F F -R A M P  T O  A  G A S  S T A T IO N .  T H E  

N EX T  N IG H T  W E  N EED ED  G A S  

AGA IN  SO  W E  STO PPED  AT  TH E  SAM E  

EX IT  &  W E R E  G O N G  T O  PU S H  TH E  

V A N  IN  A G A IN  JU S T  T O  B E  F U N N Y  

B U T  D E C ID E D  A G A IN S T  IT  W H E N  

W E SAW A  POLICEMAN SITT ING  THERE . 

BRENDAN ACCIDENTALLY BUMPED INTO 
S O M E  W O M A N  O U TS ID E  T H E  G A S  S T A T IO N  &  

S H E  S A I D  " G E T  T H E  F * * K  O F F  M E ,  F O O L ! "  



YESTERDAY &  TO DAY HAVE BEEN  

F IL L E D  W IT H  L O T S  O F  L IT T L E  

B U S Y  M O M E N T S  T H A T  E N D  U P  C U L -

M I N A T I N G  I N T O  O N E  B I G  B U S Y  

T I M E  O F  B U S Y N E S S  -  W H E R E  I 'M  

SO B U S Y  S TA Y IN G  B U S Y  T H A T  I  

F O R G E T  T O  S T O P  &  R E L A X .  I T 'S  

J U S T  B E E N  O N E  L I T T L E  E R R A N D  

A F T E R  A N O T H E R  T R Y I N G  T O  G E T  

E V E R Y T H IN G  T A K E N  C A R E  O F  

TO G O  O N  T O U R .  I  JU S T  W A L K E D  

O V E R  T O  T H E  C O P Y  S H O P  T O  T R Y  

A N D  G E T  S O M E  S T U F F  D O N E  B U T  

IT  W A S  C L O S E D  S O  I  T O O K  T H E  

OPPO RTUN ITY TO  STO P FO R  A  Q U IC K  

M IN U T E  &  S I T  O N  T H E  B E N C H  

B Y  T H E  V C U  C O M M O N S  &  D R A W  

&  R E A D . I G O T  T H IS  B O O K  B Y  
E A R L  T H O LLA N D E R  IN  T H E  M A IL  

T O D A Y  &  I 'M  D Y IN G  T O  D IV E  IN T O  

I T  -  S T O R I E S  A B O U T  T R A V E L L I N G  A R O U N D  

C A L I F O R N I A  &  L O T S  O F  B E A U T I F U L  

D R A W IN G S  O F  A L L  T H E  S T U F F  H E  S A W .

HAVE YOU EVER 
NOTICED HOW 
FASHIONABLE 
PUNK ROCK IS 
THESE DAYS? 
AT OUR 
SHOW 
TONIGHT 

ALMOST EVERY-
ONE IS ALL 
DOLLED UP 
IN THEIR 
PRETTY LITTLE 
PUNK ROCK 
ACCESSORIES. 
IT KIND OF 
GROSSES ME OUT 
HOW "PUNK" KIDS 
ARE JUST AS 
CONCERNED ABOUT 
SILLY STANDARDS 
OF BEAUTY 
& FASHION AS 

THE MAINSTREAM SOCIETY WE'RE SUPPOSEDLY 
AGAINST. 



GETTING 
READY TO GO ON TOUR 
- AT THE VERY 
LAST MINUTE 
WE'RE MADLY 
TRYING TO 
GET EVERY-
THING TOG-
ETHER. 
RECORDING 
CD'S, PRINT-
ING BOOKLETS, 
SCREENING & 

SPRAY 
PAINT- ING 
T-SHIRTS, 
STAPLING

, FOLDING, STICKING, PRACTICING, ETC. ETC. ETC.

OUR LAST PRACTICE 
BEFORE WE HEAD OUT 

TOMORROW. 



THIS DRAWING 
OF MY HAND 

SUCKS. 

( E D .  N O T E :  A C T U A L L Y ,  W I T H  A  B I T  O F  

H I N D S I G H T ,  I  L I K E  T H I S  D R A W I N G  

A  L O T  N O W )

A  C H A I R  I N  T H E  

K I T C H E N  O F  T H E  

HOUSE  W E  P L A Y E D  O U R  

F I R S T  S H O W  A T .  C H A P E L  H I L L ,  N C .  W E  

PLAYED W EL L ,  HD  FU ND ,  P EO PLE  D AN CED ,  

G O T  D R U N K ,  G O T  R I D  O F  L O T S  O F  Z I N E S ,  

T A L K E D ,  C H I L L E D .  I T  W A S  A N  E X C E L L E N T  

WAY TO  BEGIN  OUR  TOUR.  



PICKING UP ALL 

THE ZINES & 

MERCH 

AFTER THE SHOW. 

DAWN PUT OUT 

THIS HEATER 

THAT  HAS 

BEEN D O I N G  

QUITE A  G O O D  

JOB AT TURNING 

THE FRIGID WINTER AIR THAT FILLS 

T H I S  E M P T Y  G A R A G E  I N T O  W A R M T H .

HANGING OUT IN CHAPEL 

HILL THE NEXT D AY. TH E 

W E A T H E R  I S  B E A U T I F U L  -  T H E  S U N  I S  O U T  

I N  F U L L  E F F E C T  W I T H  A  N IC E  C O O L  B R E E Z E .  

I  G U E S S  T H A T  M E A N S  S P R I N G  I S  J U S T  

AROUND THE CORNER, OR MAYBE IT JU ST 

M E A N S  T H E  F U R T H E R  S O U T H  W E  G E T  T H E  

L E S S  C O L D  I T  G E T S .  R E G A R D L E S S , T H E  

W E A T H E R  I S  W O N D E R F U L  A N D  I S  T H E  

P E R FE C T  A C C O M P A N IM E N T  T O  T O D A Y 'S  

A C T I V I T I E S  -  D R I N K I N G  C O F F E E , L A Y I N G  I N  

T H E  Y A R D ,  J U G G L I N G ,  M A K I N G  B U T T O N S ,  

LOUNGING W ITH FRIENDS. 



D.I.Y. BUTTONS
MY BAND MADE THESE BUTTONS WHEN WE WENT ON TOUR. THEY'RE 

EASY TO MAKE, A GOOD ACTIVITY TO PASS THE TIME DURING 

LONG DRIVES IN THE VAN & ALMOST FREE! YOU NEED: BOTTLE CAPS. 

THESE ARE ALL OVER THE GROUND AND CAN 

ALSO BE COLLECTED IN MASS QUANTITIES FROM 

ALL THE BEER YOU DRINK EVERY NIGHT.PULL TABLE 

FROM CANS OF BEER.  SMAE AS ABOVE. 
STRAIGHT-EDGE BANDS CAN FIND 

THEM LITTERING THE GROUND OR COLLECT THEM FROM 

SODA CANS. THE REST OF US - DRINK LOTS OF BEER. 

S A F E T Y  P I N S .  

T H I S  I S  T H E  O N E  T H I N G  
Y O U  H A V E  

T O  B U Y ,  U N L E S S  T H E R E ' S  

A  S A F E T Y  P I N  F A C T O R Y  

I N  Y O U R  T O W N .  C H E C K  

THE DUMPSTER.

OK, SO THESE ARE REALLY EASY TO 
MAKE. I DON'T KNOW IF IT'S JUST A REALLY 
CONVENIENT COINCIDENCE, OR IF IT'S 
SOME SORT OF CONSPIRACY BETWEEN THE 
BOTTLE CAP & PULL TAB MANUFACTURERS, 
BUT IT JUST SO HAPPENS 
THAT PULL TABS FIT EXACTLY 
PERFECTLY  INSIDE OF 

BOTTLE CAPS. CHECK IT OUT! FIRST 
TAKE A SAFETY PIN & HOOK 
IT TO A PULL TAB LIKE THIS, THEN 

SET THE TAB DOWN INTO THE BOTTLE CAP. 
GET A LEATHERMAN OR SOME NEEDLE-NOSE 
PLIERS AND BEND THE EDGES OF THE 
CAP OVER THE TAB TO CLAMP IT IN, AND 
THERE YOU HAVE IT - A DIY BUTTON OR PUT 
STICKER PAPER ON IT OR WHATEVER YOU 
WANT. PRETTY COOL, HUH?



O N  T H E  W A Y  T O  A S H E -

VILLE WE HAD A TIRE 

BLOW OUT. 

SO WE PULLE

D OVER 

INTO A 

MALL'S 

PARKING LOT 

TO FIGURE 

OUT WHAT 

TO DO. ANNA & 

BUCK TOOK A CAB TO 

G O  G E T  A  N E W  T IR E  &  T H E  R E S T  O F  U S  H E A D E D  

IN T O  T H E  M A L L  T O  E X P L O R E  F O R  A  B I T .  I  G U E S S  

I T  K I N D A  S U C K E D  T H A T  W E  H A D  T O  P A Y  F O R  

A  C A B  &  B U Y  A  N E W  T I R E ,  B U T  I  U S U A L L Y  T R Y  

T O  LO O K  FO R  TH E  P O S IT IV E  IN  B A D  S IT U A T IO N S  

A N D ,  S U R E  E N O U G H ,  W E  F O U N D  S O M E  R I G H T  

IN S ID E  T H E  M A L L .  W E  M A N A G E D  T O  S C O R E  F R E E  

F U D G E ,  P R E T Z E L S ,  C A J U N  F O O D ,  &  S O D A .   T H E R E  

W A S  E V E N  A N  A R T  S H O W !  T H I N G S  W E R E N 'T  

S O  B A D  A F T E R  A L L O .  S O O N  E N O U G H  A N N A  &  

B U C K  A R R I V E D  B A C K  W I T H  T H E  N E W  T I R E  

&  W E  H E A D E D  O FF  T O  A S H E V IL LE .

Asheville

W AS  LO T S  OF

BEER 
& CIGAR
-ETTES
, RAUCOU
S PUN
K KID
S PARTYIN
G ALL NIGHT LONG, 
WAKING UP EARLY THE NEXT 
MORNING & HAVING A PANCAKE PARTY THEN 
PLAYING A SHOW IN THE BASEMENT, 
SITTING ON THE FRONT PORCH WITH THE 
SUN SHINING & A COOL BREEZE LISTENING TO 
ACOUSTIC DEATH. 



AUBURN, ALABAMA w a s  

A WEIRD LITTLE TOWN. OUR SHOW WAS INTHIS CREEPY BUILDING THAT USED TO BE A FRAT HOUSE. THERE WERE KIDS UPSTAIRS PLAYING VAMPIRE ROLE PLAYING GAMES WHO TOLD US THAT THE BASEMENT WAS FILLED WITH "EVIL WOMEN."  THE OWNER OF THE PLACE TOLD US HE WAS IMMORTAL. MILES' FINGER STARTED BLEEDING WHILE WE WERE PLAYING (PERHAPS BITTEN BY A VAMPIRE?) AND I STARTED TO COME DOWN WITH THE SICKNESS FROM HELL (PERHAPS CAUSED BY THE VAMPIRES?) I ENDED UP BEING DEATHLY ILL & BED-RIDDEN FOR 3 DAYS.IT SUCKED!



So, like I said, I got really 
sick. Too sick to do much of any­
thing - I couldn't draw, I couldn't 
drive, I couldn't even rock and 
roll! I have a big gap in my sketch­
book where i wasn't drawing anything 
for a few days so I'm going to try 
to quickly recap some of the stuff 
that happened while I was out of 
commission.

We went to Pensacola. Despite 
being sick I liked it there a lot. I 
was still somewhat functional at 
this point so i was kind of able to 
enjoy the town, meet some really 
nice people, say hi to friends, and 
even nearly kill myself playing the 
show at some coffee shop. Pensacola 
seemed real nice, i want to go back 
and spend more time there.

Next stop was Baton Rouge - my 
hometown. But by this point i was so 
totally sick that i couldn't do any­
thing but lay in bed all day moaning 
and sleeping. It sucked! I didn't 
get to hang out with any of my 
friends, or see my family, and I 
didn't even get to play the show.



The band played without me while 
I slept out in the car!

We headed to New Orleans from 
Baton Rouge. It was Mardi Gras so 
everyone went to check out the 
craziness while I stayed in Andy's 
bed for 2 days straight. Our show 
got cancelled, so at least I didn't 
miss out on that.

After New Orleans was Mobile, 
Alabama. We got into town to find 
out that this show was cancelled 
too. So as we were milling about 
trying to figure out what to do 
Rasul and Miles headed off to find a 
bathroom. They went into a restau- 
rant down the block where the own­
er said they couldn't use the bath­
room and made them leave. On the way 
out Rasul almost knocked over the 
coat rack and that sent the owner 
into a frenzy. They stepped outside 
and the owner did some kind of 
karate stance and karate-chopped 
Rasul! This sent Rasul over the 
edge - cursing, spitting, yelling. 
The owner got on his cell phone and 
called the cops, so Rasul and Miles



took off to go do their business 
somewhere else. About 15 minutes 
later the police showed up, spotted 
Miles and Rasul, and arrested them 
for disorderly conduct! Now, I guess 
Rasul's conduct may have been a bit 
disorderly, but what the hell did 
Miles do to deserve to get arrested? 
And wasn't the asshole restaurant 
owner's conduct just as disorderly? 
We tried to explain this to the 
policeman, but he didn't want to 
hear it. I guess I already knew that 
the police are nothing more than the 
attack dogs of the wealthy, but it 
 still sucked to be reminded of that 
fact in such a concrete way. We end­
ed up having to pay $ 5 0 0 to bail 
Miles and Rasul out of jail. Once 
they were out we said to hell with 
Mobile and drove through the night 
to St. Petersburg, Florida.



AT THE YOUTH LIBERATION 
CONFERENCE IN ST. PETE, FLORIDA, 
IT'S AWESOME HOW MANY FAMILIAR 
FACE ARE HERE. IT'S RAD 
TO BE ABLE TO BE SURROUNDED 
BY SO MANY FRIENDS SO FAR 
FROM HOME. 

ANNA DREW THIS AT OUR SHOW IN HILLSIDE. 
IT'S ONE OF THOSE GREEN BOXES THAT I 

GUESS HAVE SOMETHING TO DO WITH ELECTRICITY. 

IT WAS IN THE YARD OUTSIDE THE HOUSE WE 

PLAYED AT & MILES DID A BACK FLIP OFF 
OF IT. 

MILES DIDN'T MIND ANY 
OF THESE SIGNS. HE DID 
A BACK FLIP IN FLORIDA. 



I DRANK A TEA/WHISKEY/HONEY CONCOCTION 
OUT OF THIS MUG TO TRY TO SOOTHE MY 
SCRATCHY THROAT. I LOST MY VOICE LAST 
NIGHT AFTER WE 
PLAYED 2 SHOWS 
IN ONE DAY.

I FOUND THIS ROSE IN THE WINN-DIXIE DUMPSTER IN GAINESVILLE. I GAVE IT TO ANNA. NOW IT'S SITTING ON THE COFFEE TABLE AT THE CLAW HOUSE IN GAINESVILLE WHERE WE'LL BE STAYING THE NEXT FEW DAYS. 

IN THE FRONT YARD OF THE 
CLAW HOUSE THEY HAVE AN AWESOME GARDEN - 
BROCCOLI, LETTUCE, ONIONS, ETC. WE SAT ON 
THE  FRONT PORCH FOR HOURS. THIS TOWN IS CRAZY.



WE WENT TO THIS PARK 

TO SEE ALLIGATORS. WE 
WALKED DOWN BY THE WATER TO GAWK 

AS THEY OCCASIONALLY POPPED THEIR 
EYES OUT OF THE WATER THEN DISAPPEARED 
BACK UNDER AGAIN. THERE W AS ONE SUN-BATHING 
O N  TH E BAN K. M ILES SAID  H E W ISH ED  H E W AS 
A N  A LLIG A TO R  C A U S E  A LL TH EY  D O  IS  C H ILL  

A LL  D A Y . I  S A ID  W E  M U S T  A LR E A D Y  B E  

ALLIGATORS CAUSE THAT'S ALL W E DO ALL DAY. 



I W ENT TO THE C IV IC  
M E D I A  C E N T E R  D O W N  T H E  S T R E E T  &  
S P E N T  M O S T  O F  T H E  D A Y  R E A D I N G  Z I N E S  
&  C O M I C S  -  S T U D Y I N G  T H E  D I F F E R E N T  
D R A W I N G  S T Y L E S  &  S T O R Y T E L L I N G .  
S O M E  P E O P L E 'S  D R A W I N G S  A R E  S O  
A M A Z I N G  -  T H E  T H I C K S  &  T H I N S  O F  
T H E I R  L I N E S ,  T H E  W A Y  T H E Y  C U R V E  

&  C R O S S  &  J U M P  -  I  W I S H  I  D R E W  T H A T  
G O O D .  I T  M A K E S  M E  J E A L O U S .  



Shake, ra ttle  and roll:
Miles Jones, left, and Rasul of the band Safety Hawk, 
stroll down University Avenue late Tuesday afternoon 
looking for quarters to use in the arcade. Safety Hawk, 
frorn Richmond, Va., played at the Common  Grounds 
Coffeehouse on Monday night .



W E  W E N T  T O  G E T  F R E E  K R I S H N A  F O O D  

A T  T H E  U N IV E R S IT Y  T O D A Y . A S  I  W A S  

E A T IN G  I  G O T  P U L L E D  A S ID E  T O  T A L K  A B O U T  

M Y  P A S T  A C T IO N S  &  C U R R E N T  S T A N C E  IN  

REGARDS TO MY 

INVOLVEMENT WITH 

THE PR C  &  CH RIS  

MELLEN. I'M GLAD 

W E  T A LK ED , IT  

WAS GOOD TO BE ABLE 

TO EXPLAIN WHERE 

I STOOD IN A FACE TO 

F A C E , C O N V E R S A T IO N A L  W A Y  &  W E  L E F T  T H E  

C O N V E R S A T IO N  O N  G O O D  T E R M S . B U T  S T ILL  

I  A L S O  L E F T  T H E  C O N V E R S A T IO N  F E E L IN G  A  

B I T  U N S E T T L E D  -  L I K E  N O T H I N G  H A D  R E A L L Y  

C H A N G E D . I  L E F T  T H E  C O N V E R S A T IO N  W IT H  

W A Y  M O R E  Q U E S T IO N S  IN  M Y  H E A D  T H A N  

A N S W E R S . I  A S K E D  " W H A T  N O W ?  W H A T  A M  

I S U P P O S E D  T O  D O  F R O M  H E R E ? "  &  S H E  

SUGGESTED T H A T  I  W R IT E  A B O U T  IT  IN  M Y  

ZINE. W R I T E  A B O U T  H O W  S E X I S M  &  A S S A U L T  

IN THE P U N K / A C TIV IS T  C O M M U N ITY  IS  W H A C K  

& H O W  W E  A L L  N E E D  T O  G E T  S O M E  B A C K B O N E  
& STAND UP &  FIGHT AGAINST IT. 



I SAID OK, I CAN DO THAT, I'LL WRITE ABOUT IT. THEN I LEFT & WALKED THE STREETS OF GAINESVILLE FOR A WHILE TRYING TO GET MY THOUGHTS TOGETHER. BUT AS I WALKED MY THOUGHTS BECAME MORE & MORE CLUTTERED. WHAT CAN I SAY THAT  H A S N ' T  A L R E A D Y  B E E N  S A I D  

A  M I L L I O N  T I M E S  B E F O R E  I N  A  

M I L L I O N  D I F F E R E N T  Z I N E S  &  

P U N K  S O N G S ?  S E X I S M  &  A S S A U L T  

A R E  B A D  -  T H E Y  S H O U L D N ' T  

B E  T O L E R A T E D  -  W E  A L L  K N O W  

THIS ALREADY. I  K N O W  

T H I S ,  B U T  S T I L L  H O W  

M ANY T I M E S  H A V E  I  

B E E N  C O M P L I C I T  A S  M Y S E L F ,  O R  

M Y  F R I E N D S  O R  A N Y O N E  E L S E  

P E R P E T U A T E D  T H E M ?  I S  M E  W R I T I N G  

A B O U T  I T  R E A L L Y  G O I N G  T O  

C H A N G E  A N Y T H I N G ?  I T  J U S T  F E E L S  

LIKE A REALLY 

IN S U F F I C I E N T S  

R E S P O N S E  -  L I K E  M E  W R I T I N G  

A B O U T  I T  I S N ' T  R E A L L Y  G O I N G  

T O  C H A N G E  A N Y O N E ' S  A C T I O N S  

O R  A T T I T U D E S .  B U T  T H E N  W H A T  

W I L L ?  W H A T  E L S E  C A N  I  D O ?  W H A T  

C A N  W E  A L L  D O ?  W H A T  W O U L D  

B E  M O R E  E F F E C T I V E ?  i  F O U N D  

T H I S  L I Z A R D  I N  T H E  M I D D L E  O F  

T H E  R O A D  &  S T O P P E D  T O  A S K  I T S  
A D V I C E .  I T  J U S T  L A I D T H E R E  Q U I E T L Y .  
J U S T  A S  S T U M P E D  A S  M E ,  I  G U E S S .  

OUR CHILLING 
STREAK IN GAINES-
VILLE IS OVER 
FOR THE TIME 

BEING. WE 
PLAYED ORLANDO 
LAST NIGHT THEN AFTER 
A DELICIOUS MEAL 
OF VEGAN MANWICH 
WE DROVE THROUGH 
THE 

NIGHT TO MIAMI BEACH WHERE WE SPENT 

THE DAY LOUNGING IN THE SUN, GETTING SUN 

BURNT, PLAYING IN THE OCEAN - AND IT'S 

ONLY FEBRUARY! AS WE WERE GETTING READY 

TO LEAVE WE HEARD A BUNCH OF SIRENS & 

CRAZINESS A BLOCK OR TWO AWAY. WHEN DANA 

GOT TO THE VAN SHE SAID SHE WAS ON THE PAYPHONE 

& SAW A GUY GET HIT BY A CAR & HIS LEG 

CAME OFF!



M IA M I  I S  A  S T R A N G E ,  C R A Z Y  P L A C E .  B E I N G  H E R E  

F E E L S  L I K E  B E I N G  I N  A N O T H E R  C O U N T R Y .  

T H E  H I S P A N I C  C U L T U R A L  I N F L U E N C E  I S  

IM P O S S IB L E  T O  M I S S .  E V E N  T H E  P L A N T - L I F E  

IS  T O T A L L Y  D IF F E R E N T  &  F A S C I N A T I N G .  O U R  

S H O W  IN  M IA M I 

ENDED UP BEING 

AT THIS HOUSE 
IN THE SUBURBS 

- IT SEEMED LIKE 

AN 80 'S  M O VIE  - 

NO PARENTS 

AROUND AND 
LIKE 200 HIGH 

SCHOOL KIDS, LOTS 

OF BEER & OTHER 

SUBSTANCES, BANDS 

PLAYING IN THE BACK- YARD 

RIGHT BY THE POOL &  HOT 

TU B . M IA M I IS  C R A Z Y ! I F E LT  K IN D A  U N E A S Y  A B O U T  

T H E  W H O L E  S I T U A T I O N  W H I C H  S E E M E D  T O  B E  

G ETT IN G  W ILD ER  &  W ILD ER  - PU N K  K ID S  S C R E A M IN G  

'F U C K  T H E  P I G S ' I N T O  T H E  M I C R O P H O N E ,  

P E O P L E  P A R K IN G  T H E IR  C A R S  IN  N E IG H B O R 'S  

Y A R D S  &  D R IV E W A Y S .  S U R E  E N O U G H  T H E  P O L I C E  

C A M E  &  B U S T E D  U P  T H E  P A R T Y  A T  L I K E  9 : 0 0  

B EFO R E  W E  EV EN  G O T  TO  PLA Y .  

N O  O N E  O FFER ED  U S  A  PLA C E  

TO S T A Y  A F T E R  O U R  S H O W  

IN  FT. L A U D E R D A L E  S O  W E  A L L  

PILED IN THE VAN FOR ANOTHER 

A LL-N IG H T  D R IV E  B A C K  T O  

G A IN ESV ILLE . IT  FELT  SO  G O O D  

TO GET BACK TO THE CLAW HOUSE 

AFTER THE LONG, COLD, CRAMPED 

D RIVE. BACK  TO  A  W ARM ,

COMFY PLACE TO SLEEP, & 

SHOWER, & COOK UP ALL 

THE VEGGIES 

WE
DUMPSTERE

D IN FT. LAUDERDALE. COMING 

BACK  TO  G AINESVILLE IS  

L IK E  C O M IN G  H O M E . IT 'S  L IK E  

O U R  TO UR -BASE  W H ERE W E CAN  

R E LA X  &  R E C U PE R A T E  W IT H  FR IE N D S  

- PLA Y  M U S IC  O N  TH E  PO R C H , READ  

ZINES O N  TH E  C O U C H , S M O K E  O N  TH E  

ROOF, SNEAK  SO D A FRO M  THE  TACO  BELL 

DOWN THE BLOCK.



ME &  B U C K  A R E  A T  T H E  T A R G E T  C O P Y  M A K IN G  

C O P IE S  O F  O U R  C D  B O O K L E T  &  T H E  F L Y E R  

F O R  O U R  S H O W  T O M O R R O W  N I G H T  A T  

T H E  W A Y W A R D  C O U N C I L .  T H E  S H O W  

IS G O IN G  TO  

BE A "W E D D IN G " 

SHOW WHERE 

SAFETY H A W K  

GETS MARRIED TO 

PARA LA GUERRA. 

THE FLYERS ARE 

L IK E  W E D D IN G  

INVITATIONS & THERE 

GOES BUCK OUT 

THE DOOR AS I HURRIEDLY TRY 

T O  T H R O W  D O W N  A  S K E T C H  O F  T H E  C O P Y  

M A C H I N E  B E F O R E  I  S C U R R Y  O U T  B E H IN D  H I M .



The honor of your presence 

is requested at the marriage of

S a fe ty  H a w k
. to

P a ra  L a  G u e rra

Monday, the twenty fifth o f February 

at eleven o'clock 

W ayward Council,

Gainesville, F lorida

"Tis a glorious day when two forces can be joined into a holy 

state of matrimony and thrust forward into life" 

- Benjamin Franklin 



SO FAR ON TOUR I'VE 
LOST MY WATCH, MY HAT 
(i ALWAYS LOSE HATS) & MY 
SHOES. WE WENT TO THE 
THRIFT STORE TODAY TO 
GET SUITS & DRESSES FOR 

THE WEDDING SHOW TONIGHT 
& WHILE WE WERE THERE 
I GOT A NEW HAT & A 
NEW PAIR OF SHOES. i'M 
PRETTY STOKED ABOUT 
THEM - DRESSY YET 
CASUAL & THEY'RE 
VELCRO!

OUR SHOW IN SAVANNAH FELL 

THROUGH SO WE CALLED UP THE 

C I R C L E  T A K E S  T H E  S Q U A R E  K I D S  

A T  T H E  V E R Y  L A S T  M IN U T E  &  T H E Y  

W E R E  K I N D  E N O U G H  T O  S E T  U P  

A SHOW FOR US IN THEIR LIVING 

ROOM W ITH ONLY 24 HOURS N OTICE. 

D E S P IT E  T H E  IL L -P R E P A R E D N E S S  A  

G O O D  M A N Y  K I D S  S T I L L  S H O W E D  U P  

& W E  G A V E  TH E M  A  G O O D  15  O R  20  

M IN U T E S O F  N IC E  &  S W E A T Y  

R O C K I N G  R I D I C U L O S I T Y .  T O  T H A N K  

U S  F O R  P L A Y I N G  J A Y  G A V E  E A C H  

O F  U S  A  B O T T L E  R O C K E T  T H E N  W E  

A L L  P L A Y E D  C H A R A D E S  F O R  A  W H IL E  

BEFORE HEADING OFF TO SLEEP.



SO FAR 
WE'VE LOCKED 

THE KEYS IN THE 
VAN 3 DIFFERENT 

TIMES. THE FIRST 
TIME THEY WERE IN 

THE LIGHT BOX, DEEP WITHIN HE BELLY OF THE 
VAN. LUCKILY ONE OF THE BACK WINDOWS IS 
BUSTED, SO ANNA WAS ABLE TO REACH IN & 
THROUGH A REMARKABLE DISPLAY OF SKILL & DEX-

TERITY SHE RETRIEVED THE KEYS.  A 
COUPLE DAYS LATER ME & ANNA WENT TO THE BAN 
TO GET SOME WHISKEY & IN MY STATE OF DRUNKEN 
OVER- EXCITEMENT I LOCKED THE KEYS INSIDE. 
ONCE AGAIN ANNA MADE AN INCREDIBLE SAVE. SHE 
BROKE A HUGE, LONG BRANCH OFF A NEARBY TREE,
STUCK IT INTO THE BUSTED WINDOW & WITH A LITTLE 
GUIDANCE FROM ME & THE FLASHLIGHT OF A PASSING 

CYCLIST SHE MANAGED TO GET THE STICK THROUGH 
THE KEY RING & OUT THE WINDOW. INCREDIBLE! AT A 
GROCERY STORE NEAR ATLANTA BUCK LEFT THE KEYS IN 
THE IGNITION, OH NO!  BUT LIKE A RODENT SQUEEZING 
THROUGH A CRACK IN THE WALL, LIKE A CONTORTIONIST 
COLLAPSING HIS BODY INTO AN IMPOSSIBLE SMALL 
BOX, BUCK MANAGED TO SQUEEZE HIS WHOLE BODY 
THROUGH THE WINDOW & INTO THE VAN.  AMAZING! 
WHO NEEDS TRIPLE A WHEN YOU HAVE SUCH TALENTED 
PEOPLE IN YOUR BAND? 

BIRM INGHAM , ALABAM A. W E 
SPENT THE W HOLE DAY 

C H ILLIN G  A T  B Y R O N 'S  

HOUSE - PLAYING BOARD 

GAMES, W ATCHING MOVIES,

CO O KIN G , R EAD IN G .  R IG H T 

UP THE STREET FROM BYRON'S 

H O U S E  IS  A  B I G  H I L L  

L IT T E R E D  W IT H  A L L  

KINDS O F  R A D IO , tv , 

&  CELL PH O N E A N T E N N A S  

LOOMING OVER THE CITY 

BELOW. i TOOK A W ALK UP 

THERE &  GOT A GO OD, UP 

CLOSE  LOOK AT SOME OF 

THE ANTENNAS AS WELL AS 

A N  A M A Z I N G  V I E W  O F  

T H E  C I T Y . I T  W A S  

B E A U T IF U L , E X C IT IN G , &  

REFRESHING. 



OUR SHOW  IN TUSCALOOSA 

WAS IN  A  K A R A O K E  B A R . 

WE O P E N E D  U P  F O R  K A R A O K E  

NIGHT! ALSO THE BAR 

W AS O W NED BY A  G U Y  W H O  

JUST TURNED 21 ONLY 3 MONTHS 

AGO - CRAZY! THE SHOW  W ENT 

W ELL - EV ER Y- O N E  R O C K E D  

& ROLLED & HAD A  G O O D  

TIM E, BUT THE H IG H L IG H T  

OF THE NIGHT CAM E AFTER  

W E PLA Y ED . F U E L E D  B Y  5 0  

CENT BEERS W E SA N G  O U R  

OUR OF KEY LITTLE HEARTS 

O U T  TO  A L L  T H E  G R E A T  

K A R A O K E  H I T S ,   W E  

DANCED & LAUGHED, SANG &  

SCREAMED. IT WAS 

SO MUCH FUN!

SITTING IN STEVE'S ROOM 

IN ASHEVILLE. THE SHOW 

LA ST  N IG H T  W A S  FU N . I  

M ET CINDY W HO DOES THE 

ZIN E D O R IS  A T  TH E  SH O W . 

A T  FIR ST IT  W A S R EALLY  

AWKWARD - BOTH OF 

US JUST KINDA 

STANDING THERE TW IDDLING OUR THUM BS 

BEING LIKE "SO..." TRYING REALLY HARD TO THINK 

OF SOMETHING TO MAKE CONVERSATION ABOUT. 

LATER ON, AFTER THE SHOW  W E TALKED A G A IN , 

THIS TIM E W ITH A HEALTHY AM OUNT OF BEER  IN  

OUR SYSTEMS, SO IT W ENT MORE SM OOTHLY. 

SH E  W A S  R EA LLY  N IC E , A LM O S T  TO  TH E  P O IN T  

O F FLA TTER Y , TELLIN G  M E  A LL  K IN D S O F N IC E  

THINGS ABOUT THE BAND &  M Y ZINES.  IT M AD E 

ME FEEL REALLY GOOD. CINDY IS SOMEONE THAT I 

KINDA LOOK UP TO &  HAVE A LOT OF RESPECT FOR , 

SO  TO  G ET  S U C H  PO S ITIV E  FEED B A C K  FR O M  

H ER  R EA LLY  M EA N T A  LO T  TO  M E.



NOTE TO SELF: NEVER GO BACK TO HUNTSVILLE, 
ALABAMA. ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AFTER STEPPING 
INTO THE HOUSE THE SHOW  W AS AT I STARTED 
FEELING UNCOMFORTABLE. THE AIR IN THAT PLACE 

WAS THICK 

WITH OPPRESS- IVE 

A T T IT U D E S  -  S E X I S T ,  R A C I S T ,  

H O M O P H O B I C ,  E T C .   Y O U  N A M E  I T  &  I  B E T  T H E R E  

W A S  A  P O S T E R  O N  T H E  W A L L , A N  O F F - H A N D  

J O K E  O R  C O M M E N T , O R  W H A T  H A V E  Y O U  T H A T  W A S  

D I S P L A Y I N G  A N Y  P A R T I C U L A R  " I S M "  Y O U  C A N  

T H I N K  O F . A F T E R  A B O U T  1 0  M I N U T E S  M E  &  A N N A  

D ECID ED W E CO ULD N'T TAKE ANY M O RE SO  W E  W EN T 

&  S A T  I N  T H E  V A N .   I T  W A S  C O L D  I N  T H E  V A N ,  

B U T  S T IL L  M U C H  M O R E  C O M F O R T A B L E  T H A N  T H A T  

H O U S E . M E  &  A N N A  D IS C U S S E D  T H E  S I T U A T I O N  

-  S H O U L D  W E  N O T  P L A Y  T H E  S H O W ?  S H O U L D  

W E  C O N F R O N T  T H E M ?  W E  E N D E D  U P  D E C ID IN G  T O  G O  

A H E A D  &  P LA Y . B U T  T O  A LS O  U S E  T H E  O P P O R -

T U N I T Y  T O  S P E A K  O U T  A G A I N S T  W H A T  W A S  

G O I N G  O N .  D U R I N G  O U R  S E T  I  S P O K E  A B O U T  

H O W  S A D  I T  I S  T O  S E E  A L L  T H E  S A M E  T O T A L L Y  

W H A C K  A T T IT U D E S  T H A T  E X IS T  IN  M A IN S T R E A M  

SOCIETY ALSO  BEING TOTALLY PREVALENT 

WITHIN PU N K  CU LTU R E. A FTER  I SP O K E D A N A  TO O K  

THE M IC  &  T A L K E D  A B O U T  R A P E  IN  R E S P O N S E  T O  

A "JO K E" SH E  O V ER H EA R D  S O M EO N E  SA Y  

ABOUT A G IR L  B E IN G  D A T E -R A P E D . A F T E R  T H E  S H O W  

DANA TOLD US SHE W AS KINDA MAD AT ALL OF US FOR 

NOT BEING SUPPORTIVE OF HER SPEAKING OUT ABOUT 

SU C H  A  P ER SO N A L SU B JEC T  IN  SU C H  A  H O S T IL E  

ENVIRONMENT. W E REASSURED HER THAT W E TOTALLY 

SUPPORTED HER &  W ERE PROUD OF H ER  FO R  BEIN G  

B R A V E  EN O U G H  TO  D O  TH A T . TH EN  R A S U L  S P O K E  U P  

&  SAID  THAT HE DIDN'T SUPPORT H ER  &  TH O U G H T  SH E  

SH O U LD N 'T  H A V E SA ID  W H A T SH E D ID . H E  TH O U G H T  

W E W ERE THERE TO PLAY MUSIC &  EN TERTAIN  PEO PLE, 

NOT TO [PREACH OR MAKE PEOPLE UN CO M FO RTABLE. IT  

DEVELOPED INTO A HUGE A R G U M EN T TH A T W A S 

D O M IN A TED  B Y  R A S U L Y ELLIN G , C U R S IN G , C A L L IN G  

US NAM ES, &  EVEN THREATENING B R EN D A N  &  i W ITH  

P H Y S ICA L  V IO LEN C E . IT  S U C K ED , IT  R E A L L Y , R E A L L Y  

SUCKED.  WHY WOULD I WANT TO BE IN A BAND W ITH 

PEOPLE WHO CAN'T TOTALLY SUPPORT EACH OTHER? 

W HY W OULD I W ANT TO BE IN A  B A N D  W ITH  PEO PLE  

W H O  C A N 'T  O P E N LY , H O N E S T LY  C O M M U N IC A T E  

W IT H  E A C H  O T H E R  W IT H O U T  F E A R  O F  G E T T IN G  

Y ELLE D  A T ?   W H Y  W O U LD  I  W A N T  T O  B E  IN  A  B A N D  

W ITH  SO M EO N E W H O  VER BALLY ATTACKS  &  TH R EATEN S 
ME & MY FRIENDS W ITHOUT APOLOGY?



After Asheville our last show 
was in Greensboro, but honestly the 
whole time we were there the only 
thing I was really focused on was 
going home. I’m so happy to be back. 
I'm relieved to have escaped all 
the tensions within the band, and 
am really looking forward to taking 
a break for awhile. I think all of 
us could really stand to take some 
time to consider why we’re in the 
band and what it means to us. Pers­
onally, I'm having a lot of doubts.

I'm also really excited to see 
Jenny again. I don't want to get 
too mushy, but I really missed her 
a lot and am so happy to get to be 
with my best friend again. About a 
week before tour was over Dana 
asked us what was the first thing 
we were going to do when we got 
back. I thought for a moment then 
said "Make out with Jenny!" Every­
one laughed, but guess what I did 
when i got home.

Thanks for reading and keep in 
touch,

K y l e



a  few copies of
THESE ARE THE 
DAYS NO. 2 & 3 

ARE STILL AVAILABLE 
FOR $1.50 EACH.

KYLE BRAVO 
P.O.. BOX 14523 

RICHMOND. VA 23211


