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Beginning this issue; Sidney Skalinowicz: Made in space! Also 

Remembering DeForest Kelly, Don Martin and Screamin' Jay! And much More!
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“M o th e r Box", ...the inaugural adventure for S idney  Skalinowicz; Ma n in S p a c e !....page 1
OUR STORY so  FAR: Sid and his friend Dex are once-famous SKA musicians, who initially found fame by 

tricking the demonic host of Hell's top gameshow. “The Devil, You Say!" Ever since, this devil has been a 

thorn in Sid's side, trying to thwar t  his career a t every turn. Unfortunately for Sid and Dex, before the Devil 

could end their fame, the popularity of SKA waned on it's own. Our heros tried to revive their careers by flying 

to Japan, where they still had a following, but they were met a t Hiroshima Airport by demons disguised as 

customs agents, and caught with Atomic Fireballs candy. Following a speedy trial as nuclear terrorists, Sid and 

Dex were sentenced to life a t Kwai prison colony. Fortunately, Sid's mother, Skalbiowicz, was able to 

procure a giant robot and busted our heroes out. Unfortunately, as they racketed into the stratosphere, they 

began a family 'discussion' and neglected the monitors. Before you could say, "Ugly Plot Twist,' they were lost 
in space!

...Which brings us to this Issue. The trio have landed on Planet Hekttik, hoping to ask directions.

What they don't know is this lush jungle planet is populated by rather unfriendly vegetation....

"One Sad Day in the Art Studio", ...a Don Mar t in trib u te ...............................................page 16
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PR ETZALLO T M R . I . P . ,  S P A R K Y !

Hey. Kiddies! Send a stamp for your FREE copy o f the PRETZALLOS recipe today! See the address in indicia below!

The BenT Side

Oh, well, Poppa....There goes the... 

neighborhood!

Li’l BenT

Hey Kid! Be Careful! They 
can really pinch if they get out!

Believe lt....Or BenT!

On Skull Island, on his 12th birthday, 

a boy must 'pull Kong's Finger'.

Get BenT! #6/Unshaven Chi # 2  was created and published and is copyright  2000 by Ben T. Steekler. Single page reprints are 

permitted for purposes of review and/or promotion only. All other rights reserved. Published three times annually, money and time 
constraints permitting. For retailer rates distro info, or a catalog of publications, e-mail me at: bsteckler@netrax.net, or send a 
stamp  to: Ben T. Steckler, POB 7273, York, PA 17404. And remember; The life  unexamined is a Mini-Comic waiting to happen!



o h  m y  g o d !  T h e  p l a n t s !  -  

T h e y ' v e  t u r n e d  m a m a  i n t o  a  

cube!

She's... dead, Sid?

M o t h e r B o x ' :  A  S i d n e y  
S k a l in o w ic z  a d v e n t u r e  

i n  s p a c e  b y  b e n T s

W a it ,  D e x !  W e 'r e  o n  a  L u s h  
Jungle Planet. Surely 

w e  c a n  f i n d  s o m e  h e r b  
or fru it to  cure her 

here!

D a m m i t ,  S i d !  I  b e  
a bass p layer, no t a 

@ # * - in g  X e n o -B o ta n is t !

W a i t  j u s t  
a  m i n u t e !



U h ,  e x c u s e  m e ,  f o l k s !  
I  w a n t  t o  a p o l o g i z e  

i n  a d v a n c e  f o r  t h e  
s t a r  t r e k  i n f l u e n c e  
o n  t h i s  i s s u e ' s  
s i d n e y  s k a l i n o w i c z  

story...

I  d rew  th is  firs t p age  a s a  
tribute when deforest kelly 
died, then it sat on my drawing 

board for months, 
uncontinued. 

F i n a l l y ,  I  c a m e  u p  
w i t h  a  p lo t ,  a n d  y o u ' l l  

r e a d  t h a t  s h o r t l y ,  
b u t  I  w a n t e d  t o  h a v e  

a  f e w  w o r d s  f i r s t .

I rented this documentary 
called "trekkies" recently... it's good 

therapy for recovering
trek-a-holics

I watched the tape, thinking, "there 
but for the dis-grace of paul, go  

i."

Y o u  s e e ,  a t  t h e  
r i s k  o f  l o s i n g  a l l  
m y  c o o l  p o i n t s . . .

. . . I  w a s  o n c e  
a  t r e k k i e

p l e a s e  d o n ' t  
stare like that.

. . . I n  f a c t , I  w a s  " s p o c k "  
(vice-pres.) in  o u r  lo c a l  

club.
Oh geez!... 

I  e v e n  p a i n t e d  t h e  
e n t e r p r i s e  o n  m y  o ld  b e d r o o m  w a l l .

. . .B u t . . .I t  w a s  J r .  H ig h . . .
...and ...w e w ere ju st...

...kids...experimenting...

. . .Y o u  k n o w .. .
. . . L i f e s t y l e s !

. . . B e s i d e s ,  d o  y o u  
know  w hat those 

o ld  m e g o  d o l l s  f e t c h  
o n  e - b a y  t o d a y ?



B u t ,  a l a s ,  t h e y  
a r e  n o  m o r e .

Y a  s e e ,  in  1 9 7 6 ,  I  w e n t  t o  p h i l ly  f o r  m y  f i r s t  s t a r  t r e k  
convention... 

P o w !  S o r r y ,  l i t t l e  m a n ,  
I  h a d  m i n e  s e t  o n  k i l l !

L ad y , yo u  m ad e  
me drop all my gold 

keys!

. ..A n d  I  w a s  fr ig h te n e d  b y  m y  fu tu re .

I  s a w  th e s e  " g r u p s "  a l l  a r o u n d . .  b e in g  s o . . .  
weird.

There's your floor, 
little man full speed 

ahead!

I  w a s  in  su c h  a  h u r r y  to  g e t  a w a y , 
I didn't r e a liz e  u n t il  to o  la te  th a t th e  
'hippie' on 

the elevator was George Takei!

. . . W h e n  I  g o t  
h o m e ,  m y  m e g o s  
g o t  a  m a k e - o v e r

T h ey  b e c a m e  su p e r -h e ro e s !

Dr. McCoy➝Dr.Strange!

And with a head from batman 
and toothpicks, Kirkbecame wolverine!

L a te r , w h en  I  b ec am e  a  co m ic  
dealer...

. . . T h e  " g o l d  

k e y s "  w e r e  a m o n g  

t h e  f i r s t  c o m i c s  I  s o l d .  



S o  I  g a v e  u p  o n  
b e i n g  a  " s t a r  t r e k "  

nerd...

...A n d  g r ew  u p  to  b e  
a p u n k  r a w k  +  c o m ic s  

nerd.

T h e  e n te rp r is e  is  s t i l l 
o n  t h e  w a l l  o f  m y  o l d  

room , though . M om  
w o n 't  l e t  u s  p a i n t  o v e r  

it.

A n d  s h e  w o n d e r s  
w h y  I  d o n ' t  b r i n g  
a  g i r l f r i e n d  

home!

I  m e n t i o n e d  " p a u l " *  
e a r l i e r ,  d i d n ' t  I ?

" P a u l "  w a s  m y  
r o o m m a t e  a t  T e x a s  

A & M  d u r i n g  
m e te o r o lo g y  s c h o o l

* N o t  h i s  r e a l  n a m e

P a u l  w a s  e v e r y  b a d  c h ic h é  
about t r e k k ie s  in c a r n a te .  A  

genius...

. . . B u i l t  l i k e  F r a n k e n s t e i n ,  
w ith  th e  s o c i a l  s k i l l s ,  g r a c e ,  
a n d  f a s h i o n  s e n s e  t o  match!

W e  m e t  a t  a i r  f o r c e  
o f f i c e r  t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l .

L e f t ,  

Paul! Left!

U nnnh... 
L e f t  

B a d !

I  th in k  w e  g o t  in  o n  g ra d e s  

alone.

P a u l is  w h y  I  n e v e r  g o t 
h o o k e d  o n  t h e  n e w e r  

treks

Paul!
Sally and the girls 
next 
door are having a 
party, 

and they want us 

handsome lieutenants 
to  co m e  o v er !

C an 't. Star T rek 's on tonight!

Saturday. Classic 
trek, then 

n e x t  g e n ,  t h e n  t h r e e  
h o u r s  o f  D r .  W h o !  A n d  
I 'm  m a k in g  s o m e  m u l l e d  
w in e , 

too!

P a u l !  G o r g e o u s ,  T e x a n  
w o m e n  w a n t  y o u !  

C 'm o n ,  i t ' s  S a t u r d a y !
Tape the
shows!
N o p e !

O k a y .  
Y o u r  l o s s .  
A n d  d o n ' t  

stink 
u p  h a l f  o f  t h e  

a p a r t m e n t  
w i t h  t h a t  w i n e !

T o  t h i s  d a y ,  I  
can 't w atch  T rek  
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  
r e m i n d e d  t h a t  
I  c h o s e  t o  l i v e  w i t h  
s u c h  m o n s t r o s i t y .

B u t  e n o u g h  a b o u t  
me... b a c k  to  th e  s to r y !



. . . S o r r y ,  S i d . . .  I  b e  
j e s t  a  t a d  a n g r y ,  ' c o s  y e  

m a m a  b e  I + I ' s  o n l y  
pilot!

H e r e ,  
ye c a n  

hold she.

S n if .  O h , m a m a .. .

W h y  d i d  
y o u  i n s i s t  

o n  w e a r i n g  
t h e  r e d  

u n i f o r m ?



Meanwhile in hell...

Y e s s s s !  I  k n e w  t h o s e  

irate c ro p s  o n  p la n e t  

h ek tik  w ou ld  d o  s id  
in!

. . .A n d  h is  m o th e r  w i l l  fo i l  n o  m o r e  o f  m y  
schemes!

I only wish I had access 
to her soul! She

could do wonders for
my ratings!

S t i l l . . .  T h i s  
c a l l s  f o r  a  

c e l e b r a t i o n !  H e r e ,  

darling...

. . .T o  th e  h o t  t u b ! Feh! This 
c h a m p a g n e  

i n  c o l d !



A n d  b a c k  o n  p l a n e t  H e k t i k

W h o a , S id , d id  y e  
s e e  h o w  y e  m a m a  g l o w e d  j u s t  

then?

Y ea h ...

L o o k !  

S h e ' s  
d o i n g  

i t  a g a i n !

W o w !

Cosmic!

T h i s  i s  

w e i r d ,  D e x .

I ' m  g e t t i n g  
a  s e n s a t i o n o f  
p o w e r . . .  A n d  
Confidence.

L i k e  I  n e v e r  

h a d  b e f o r e  
i n  h e r  

presence

I t ' s  l i k e  t h e  c o s m o s  i s  
o n e  g i a n t  l a v a l a m p . . .  a n d  

I ' m  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  
it. 

c a n  I  h o ld  
she again, Sid?



I t ' s  a s  i f  s h e ' s  
t a p p e d  i n t o  t h e  
f o n t  o f  t h e  c o s m i c  

knowledge!

I f  w e  c o u l d  
h o o k  s h e  t o  d e  

s h ip ,  m a y b e
 I + I  c o u l d  
n a v i g a t e  h o m e !



Y o u  v i l l  g i f f  
z e  c u b e  t o  m e  

now!!

D e r  r e d  
p u m p k i n ! ?



... But ...how? ...Ye be jes' a character 
from dem ol' "Sgt. Rooter" 

comics!

L o o k !

A c h !  Y o u  c a n  n o t  f a t h o m  
z e  d i m e n s i o n - w a r p i n g  
p o w e r  u f f  d e r  c u b e !  G i f f  i t !

M a c h  S c h n e l l !
H a! W h a t a re  y o u  g o n n a  d o ?  S h o o t 

us?! That's just a cartoon  gun  torn  from  a 
comic!

. . . t o r n  f r o m  I ' s  
comic!

A h e m ... "D im e n s io n -w a r p in g  
power u ff  der  cu b e ..." 
... Yadda, Y ad d a , Y ad d a ...

. . . S c h w e i n h u n d t ! ! !

D o  y o u  v a n t  I  s h o u l d  m a k e  
m i t  d e r  " b u d d a - b u d d a "  

n o is e s ..  U n d  y o u  f in d  o u t? !? !



Soon...
Ah! Such beauty... Und power!

Dude! C'mon! That's my mother you're fondling!

S I L E N C E !



N o w  m e i n  t r o o p s  
u n d  I  v i l l  g o  t o  y o u r  

'new 
york' und take o ver  z e  

e n t i r e  c o m ic s  i n d u s t r y !  
hahahahaha!

I s  t h a t  a l l ?

. . .H e 's  r e a l l y  
out of t o u c h .  

E h ,  D e x ?

Yeah, 
s i d ?

I m p u d e n t  
f o o l s !

I ' l l  s e e  z a t  y o u  
n e v e r  e x c a p e  d e r  

'm in i - c o m ic s '!

OKAY, p u m p s te r !

'B y e ,  M o m !

...B e  s u r e  to  w r ite  u s !



L A T E R Okay, Sid...
Now, tell I.. 

D i d  ' d a t  c u b e  m a k e  y e  
t o t a l l y  b o n k e r s ,  o r  d o  y e  

h a v e  s o m e  p l a n  I  n o t  i n  
on?

I t ' s  e a s y ,  D e x . . .  W h e n  D e r  
P u m p k i n  a t t a c k e d ,  I  u s e d  
m a m a . . .  U h ,  ' t h e  c u b e ' . . .  

t o  j u m p  a h e a d  2 0  m i n u t e s . . .

. . . I  s n a t c h e d  th e  c u b e  b o x  f r o m  
d e r  p u m p k in , a n d  l e f t  a n  o ld  
'r u b ik 's  c u b e ' in  i t s  p la c e !

I ' v e  h a d  
m a m a  

h i d d e n  
here, safe 

a ll a lo n g !



J u s t  i m a g i n e  

t h e  p o w e r  w e  

h a v e , d ex .. 

...I could 
be slim!

...The  W orlds

to explore
the fame!

t h e  f o r t u n e !

we could get our careers 

back!

OH, S iD ...

Y e  k e p t  d e  w r o n g  
f r e a k i n '  c u b e !

D a m n  t i m e  
p a r a d o x e s !



LATER...

D e x !  W h a t  a r e  y o u  
do in g  fo ra g in g? W e  

h a v e  p le n ty  o f  f o o d  

o n  b o a r d !  C o m e  

inside!

i  N O T  B E  L O O K I N '  

F O R  F O O D ! . . . i  

G O N N A  F I N D  A  

C E R T A I N  P L A N T . . .  

A N D  T U R N  Y O U  

I N T O  A  C U B E !

O h ! ...H ey , D ex ! 
. . . I  w o r k e d  
ou t t h e  p u z z l e !  

Look!

. . . K e e p  w a t c h i n g  
t h e  s k i e s  f o r  m o r e  
a d v e n t u r e s  o f  S i d n e y  

S k a l i n o w i c z :  M a n  i n  S p a c e !



R.i.P. Don Martin Dept.

ONE SAD DAY IN THE ART STUDIO

R.I.P.Don Martin



A n d  n o w ... A  fe w  
words from our sponsor...

Howdy, folks! Bent 
here...

. . . . I ' v e  b e e n  
t o l d  I  c o u l d  

b o o s t  m y  s a l e s  
by adding a 

c a t  t o  m y  c o m i c .

S o . . .  A l lo w  m e  t o  
in tro d u ce  m y n e w  
b a b y . . .  Q u i n c y ,  

MEOW!

. . . I  h o p e  
th is  w o rk s ... It 
l o o k s  l i k e  I 'm  

g o n n a  h a v e  a  l o t  
o f  m e d i c a l  b i l l s !



BenT’s Big Page of News, Plugs, Merchandise, 
...and other stuff he was too lazy to draw!

Hey, Folks! Thanks for meandering to the middle of this issue! My big news this ish is; I 've 
finally scraped together the dough and bought me a REAL computer. I  can be reached via e-mail 
now at the address in the footer. I  hope to have a website running by mid-summer, and you should 
watch for my offerings of original art and stuff on eBay!

While putting together this 
too many folks in the Comics and 
around this issue for little tributes 
DeForrest Kelly, and Don Martin.
'Ernest' Varney, Desmond 'Q'
Screamin' Jay Hawkins. Here's a 
way, I  know that Don Martin died of 
I  depict, I  just thought that I  could 
heart attack, and the point of the 
Please don't write to tell me I 'm 
hurt me, yessirree. Bob, they do.

ish , I  mourned the passing of far 
Entertainment industry. Look 
to Gil Kane, Charles Schulz,
I  also mourn the passings of Jim 
Llewellyn, and my musical hero, 
portrait in his memory. By the 
cancer, not of a heart attack like 
do better sound effects for a 
tribute is the sound effects, 
insensitive. Those letters

7-18-1929 J alacy 'SCREAMIN' JAY' Hawkins 2 -1 2 -2 0 0 0

I  have a new catalog of back issues and merchandise available. Send me a stamp for a copy if you
don't already have one.

Here's Where I  plug Some Books I've been Diggingl
Mike Goetz is very prolific, and he bombards me weekly with his minis full of sometimes naughty, and very often hilarious. 
single-panel toon observations of our news and culture. Sample the chuckles by sending two stamps or a trade to:

2124 Arizona Ave.. Rockford. IL , 61108.
Lance Christian Hansen is a funny, cynical man who has a way of disarming you with his self-deprecating wit. In the newest 
issue of his comic GLASS JAW , you can laugh along nervously at his quest for love. There are some pictures of nay-nays 
and hoo-hoos, so all you kiddies better fake an age statement when you send your $2.95 to:
___________________________________ 307 Pine St.. Apt #3F. Philadelphia. PA 19106.___________________________________
Sarah K. OIleksyk sent me # 4  of her digest-sized ROADSIDE. She tells a tale of a chance encounter with that cooler older 
person from High School, and learning the sad changes a few years eon bring to  a person. I  can also relate to her stories of 
the Art School roommates from Hell, having been through all the displeasures of Roommate Roullette myself. A pleasant
line, and a conversational flow to the story. Send $2.00 to: POB 4789. Portland. ME, 0 4 1 1 2
Roger Lootine got my instant respectant SPX, because he wore the same obscure bond T-Shirt (Groovie Ghoulies)  as I  had on. 
Later as I  laughed along at the sardonic observations of Alf the Dog in R esidue# 5 , I increased that respect, although 
now I  have to look for a shirt from a bond even more obscure. Get  a copy for $2.00 from:

POB 580848, Minneapolis. MN. 55458.
Shawn Granton has a new issue (# 6 ) of Ten Foot Rule available. I  haven't seen it yet, though, because I  heard he sold so 
much of it at APE. and he's waiting for more copies to be shipped in. Hmmm, must be good. Send a couple bucks to;

170 Beaver St, Ansonia. CT. 06401
Sean Bieri has a plethora of minis available. I  always get a chuckle out of and COOL J ERK and HOMO-GAL. This 
time around. I  read IN TITLE D  # 2  (50 cents) and reminisced about those days when my only babysitters were G illigan and 

his castaways. Send Sean a few  bucks and ask for an assortment of his best: 1028 Vinewood. Detroit. M I. 48216. 
Androo Robinson produces sweet and literate stories under his PED X-ING umbrella. He can also make some biting rants 
when the wind blows that umbrella inside-out. With a bold inkline, and deft blacks placement, these minis are the most 
deserving of the term  'art  as any I've seen. Send Andy a buck and see what happens:

2000 NE 42nd Ave., Suite 302, Portland, OR. 97213-1305
Carrie McNinch has released #11 of THE ASSASSIN and the WHINER, and it’s an enjoyable human experience. Carrie 
works through the pain of her latest break-up in a touching manner that crosses boundaries of sexual preference. Here is 
a tale to foster understanding that any breakup involves some hurt, and the love is never completely lost. Carrie will 
persevere. $1.00 from: POB 481051, Los Angeles. CA 90048_______________________________________________

Ben T. Steckler, POB 7273, York, PA, 17404
e-mail: bsteckler@netraz.net



So who can we blame
for this? 

After, all,...

If we point our fingers at ourselves

 th e r e  a re  th re e  m o r e  f in g e r s  p o in t in g  

at som ebody else ... w ho?

I  s u g g e s t . . .  

meatloaf.

N o ,  n o t  t h e  

f o o d ,  t h e  s i n g e r !

H e  s t a r t e d  i t  a l l ;  

b r a i n w a s h i n g  u s  w i t h  

h i s  s o n g  " t w o  o u t  

o f  t h r e e  a i n ' t  b a d . "

Hmmph. Ain't The media again,

T w o  o u t  o f  
three th a t's  6 6 .6 7 %

You know, where I went 
to school...

...That's barely 
a  p ass in g  m ark !

Are we arbiting taste on a bell 

curve now?!?

S o  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  
y o u  s e e  M r .  L o a f ,  

a s k  h i m ,  " w h y  n o t  ' 4  
o u t  o f  5  a i n ' t  b a d ' ? "

T h a t ' s  a t  l e a s t  a  b - m i n u s .

We could all just 
try a little 
harder you know?

That's your new Strip, eh? You blame 
meatloaf for mediocrity, 

Hmmph.

D 'y a  k n o w  y o u  d r e w  o n l y  
fo u r  f in g er s  o n  t h e  h a n d s ,  y o u  

s p e l l e d  " t h r o u g h "  T - H - R - U  
Y o u  u s e d  " t o o "  a n d  " a l s o "  i n  

the s a m e  s e n t e n c e ,  a n d  I  t h in k  
y o u  g o t th e  s t a r s  w r o n g  o n  t h e  

flag.

Are you gonna accept that? It's not 
exactly your personal 

best.

Y e a h ,  b u t  i t ' s  
too  m uch 
h a s s l e  t o  r e - d o  i t .

You wanna play nine 

holes?

Nah. Let's see a movie.



Gil Kane Tribute
C o v e r !

Humor with a 
cutting edge

b e n t!

U n sh a v e n  C h i 

#2 T o  

shave, my... destiny?



H i ,  f o l k s !  B e n t  h e r e ,  
happy we a ll  liv e d  to  s e e  

Y2K...

. . . I ' v e  g o t  
s o m e  g r e a t  

n e w s  f o r  
th e  n e w  y e a r !

A s  o f  J a n .  1 s t ,  2 0 0 0 ,  D o m i n o ' s  h a s  r e v i s e d  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  
s t a n d a r d s  t o  a l l o w  m e n  t o  g r o w  b e a r d s  u p  t o  o n e - i n c h  

lon g . ( A p p a r e n t l y  w o m e n  w o u l d  s t i l l  h a v e  t o  s h a v e  a n y  f a c i a l  
hair)
A ccording to  their fax, w e 
drivers can also w ear earrings, and  

have darker 
skin, too!

I f  
th e y 'd  o n ly  le t  
me add a bandana, I 
could be a pirate!



Of course, this news presents 
m e w ith a sm all dilem m a...

. . . H a v i n g  t o  
s h a v e  o f f  m y  

b e a r d  w a s  t h e  
m a j o r  i m p e t u s  f o r  

" u n s h a v e n  c h i . "

I f  I  r e g r o w  
m y  w h i s k e r s . . .

Am  I just a 
hypocrite?

Granted, the beard did
hide my censored

. . . B u t ,  I ' v e  l o s t  s o m e  
w e i g h t  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  

a n d  m y  c e n s o r e d  
i s n ' t  a s  p r o m i n e n t !

I  k n o w  I ' v e  l o s t  w e i g h t  b e c a u s e  o f  e v e n t s  
l i k e  t h i s  k e e p  h a p p e n i n g  t o  m e . . .  

H e y ,  C a lv in ! H e y ,  
Bent! You've 

s l i m m e d
d o w n . . .

Calvin, of punk 
b a n d  e d e n  p a rk

U h . . .  Y o u ' r e  n o t  o n  
drugs, are you?



O h , su re . ...M e ?  ... O n  d ru g s? !?

. . . O n l y  i f  y o u  c o u n t  

a l c o h o l .  C a f f e i n e ,  N u t r a s w e e t T M ,  

e c h in a c e a ,  a n d  - S N I F ! -  

...NYQUILTM

F l u  s e a s o n  T i p ! :  
P l e n t y  o f  F l u i d s !

N o .  I ' v e  j u s t  b e e n  o n  t h e  " w h o ' s  
g o t  t i m e  t o  e a t ?  - I 'm  t o o  b u s y  

r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  6 0  h o u r s  a  
w e e k  d e l i v e r i n g  f - i n g  p i z z a s "  

diet

I ' m  b y  n o  m e a n s  s l e n d e r  

n o w ,  b u t  I  a m  f i t t i n g  i n t o  

s o m e  c l o t h e s  I  d i d n ' t  
w o r n  s i n c e  t h e  '8 0 's

I f  t h a t  
d e c a d e  
e v e r  c o m e s  
b a c k  i n  
s t y l e ,  I ' m  

r e a d y !



A n o t h e r  c o o l  t h i n g  a b o u t  

l o s i n g  s o m e  w e i g h t . . .
. . . A  f e w  w e e k s  a g o ,  I  w a s  a t  

a  s h o w ,  a n d  t h i s  g i r l  b e h i n d  
m e  k e p t  g r a b b i n g  m y  a s s . . .

. . .W h i c h  w a s  n e a t ,  e x c e p t  
s h e  w a s  s t a n d i n g  
w i t h  h e r  b o y f r i e n d  

t h e  w h i l e  t i m e !
H e  w a s  a  d w e e b ,  a n d  I  c o u l d n ' t  

t a k e n  h i m . . .  B u t  I ' m  n o t  i n t o  
t h a t  m a c h o  b u l l s h i t  a n y m o r e .

But... She was really reaching in there 
brushing 

thigh... . . . I  w a s  b e c o m i n g  
u n c o m f o r t a b l y  c o n s c i o u s  o f  

th e  p o s i t io n  o f  m y  w a l le t
S o  I  t u r n e d  t o  h e r . . .

Listen! As much as I 
enjoy being felt up...

. . . A s  l o n g  a s  y o u ' r e  
w i t h  h i m ,  I  c a n ' t  

r e t u r n  t h e  f a v o r . . .

. . .S o ,  k n o c k  i t  o f f !  I 'm  
trying to enjoy the 

band!

S o rry , 

dude. 

I  f e lt  s o  u s e d ...



. . . B u t  h e c k !  I f  
m y  b u t t  i s  s t a r t i n g  

t o  l o o k  t h a t  

g o o d . . . . . . M a y b e  I  
w o n ' t  n e e d  t o  t a k e  

a  h o o k e r  f o r  m y  
20-year reunion!

. . .R e a l ly ,  
tho u gh ... 

I  t h i n k ,  
m a y b e ,  
u h ,  t h e  g i r l  
m ight've h ad  
h e r  b e e r  

g o g g l e s  
o n .

. . .B u t  I DIGRESS. T h e  r e a l  r e a s o n  
f o r  t h i s  l i t t l e  
i n t e r l u d e  i s  t h i s :  
I  n e e d  y o u r  

h e l p  t o  d e c i d e . . .

. . . S h o u l d  I  regrow  the 
beard?

W e ll?
Should  I?

I f  I  d o ,  w h a t  s t y l e  s h o u ld  I  g o  f o r ?

The goat? The amish? The soul patch?
The "hey! 
aren't you 

kurt busiek?"



Y o u  k n o w ,  I  m a y  h a v e  

h i t  o n  s o m e t h i n g  

here ... T h i s  " f r e e  w i l l "  

c o u l d  b e  o v e r - r a t e d  

a f t e r  a l l . I  c o u l d  

u s e  r e a d e r  

f e e d b a c k  t o  m a k e  a l l  

m y  d e c i s i o n !

For instance... Should 
I wear this 

shirt?

Or this 
o ne ?

S h o u l d  I  h a v e  
c o f f e e ? o r  t e a ?

o n e  
lu m p ?

OR
TWO?

c o k e ?

j u d a i s m ?

b r a d l e y ?

or pepsi?

or
ch r istia n ity ?

o r  g o r e ?

T V ?

J e n n a  E l f m a n ?

or 
MTV?

WALK
o r  d o n 't  

w a lk ?

over the
r o l l ?

OR
U NDER

or  exhale?

paper?

or plastic?

. . .H e y !  W a i t !  W h e r e  a r e  y o u  t a k i n g  m e ?

What do you mean, "my 
readers sent for you?!"

S T O P !

Y o u  c a n ' t  d o  t h i s !  
I 'l l  lo s e m y  s e c u r i t y  

c l e a r a n c e !

HELP!



There's no such thing as writer's 

block in an auto-bio comic! 2-7-00

I  c a n  u s e  
t h a t  i n  m y  

c o m i c  b o o k !



A m e r i c a  i s  t o o  
w i l l i n g t o  a c c e p t  

m e d i o c r i t y !

H e y ,  f o l k s ! B e n t  

h e r e ,  a n d  I ' v e  f i g u r e d  

out w h a t 's  w r o n g  

w i t h  ' " g e n e r i c a  
t h e  b e a u t i f u l ! "

The word for 
the day, kids, is 

"mediocrity."

N o t  t h e  r o o t  
o f  t h e  w o r d . . .  

"media."

G r a n t e d ,  I 'v e  s p e n t  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h e  l i f e  o n  a  q u e s t  
f o r  d i s t r a c t i o n

...I've been a major 
consumer of 

media and I understand  ol' sturgeons 
law:

" 9 0 %  o f  e v e ry th in g  is  
crap!"

B u t  t h e  m e d i a  i s  
b u g  b u s in e s s  a n d  b i g  

b u s i n e s s  m u s t  m a k e  
money...

...Thus it has to  go thru 
so m a n y  
f i l te r s  u n t i l  it  g e ts  to  

us... 

. . . A n d  w h a t  
w e  g e t  i s  t h e n  

j u s t  l o w e s t  
c o m m o n  

d e n o m in a to r  tr a sh .

. . . S t u r g e o n  w a s  
ff b y  a b o u t  9 %



B u t  w e  a c c e p t  t h e  

c r a p ,  g i v e  i t  a w a r d s ,  

. . . a n d  a s k  f o r  

more!

I t ' s  n o t  j u s t  i n  o u r  
media. H a v e  y o u  

e v e r  b e e n  o u t  t o  
eat?

E v e n  i n  t h e  f i n e s t  
r e s ta u r a n t , y o u 'r e  m id w a y  

t h r u  y o u r  m e a l .

And the server comes 
o v e r . . .

Is every th in g  
o k a y ,  s i r ?

A nd  you  rep ly ... W hy, yes! Thank  you !

M a y b e  y o u  c a n  

even  s a y . . .  

M a y  I  s e e  t h e  

d e s s e r t  t r a y ?

W h y  n o t ,  
just o n c e ?

I s  e v e r y t h i n g  

okay, sir?

O k a y ?  O k a y ?

L i s t e n ,  L u r c h ,  I  
ju st sp e n t a  c o u p le  

d a y s  p a y  h e r e .  

. . . T h i s  m e a l ' d  

b e t t e r  

b e  t h e  b e s t  

f r e a k i n '  f o o d  

I  e v e r  t a s t e d !

Hm m ph! "Okay!"



B u t  t h e n ,  m a y b e  
m e d io c r i ty  is  "p ar  f o r  

th e  c o u r s e "  w h e n  t h e y  
have t o  p u t  t h i s  s i g n  

in the 
bathroom. 

I  m e a n ,  d o  t h e y  a l s o  
h a v e  t o  t e l l  t h e  
e m p lo y e e s  t o  z i p  u p ,  

too?

I  o n c e  s a w  t h i s  s i g n  i n  a  

bathroom

O r  e m p lo y e e s  d o n 't  
ne ed to  be r e m in d e d  

t o  w a s h  t h e i r  

hands

If I could only rem em ber 

where that was, I'd eat there 
all the 

time!

I  d o  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  
food w a s  a b o v e  a v e r a g e .

D i d  y o u  c a t c h  w h a t  I  s a i d  

u p  th e r e ? . . . " P a r  f o r  t h e  

course?"

Let's
ponder

g o l f .

G o l f .  A  s o - c a l l e d  
" s p o r t "  w h e r e  

m ediocrity is king!

"Par" is supposed to 
be the average golfers score on 

each hole...

. . . Y e t  p e o p l e  s p e n d  
t h e i r  b e s t  d a y s  a n d  
t h e i r  b e s t  d o l l a r s  
try in g  to  a ch iev e  p a r . 

Average. 

M e d i o c r i t y

W h o  a r e  t h e s e  g o l f e r s ?  
In  m a n y  t o w n s ,  t h e y 'r e  

th e  m o v e r s  a n d  s h a k e r s  
t h e  p o w e r  b r o k e r s  

a n d  t h e  d e a l  m a k e r s .  

...The elite, 
seeking mediocrity!


