
CONVERSATION WITH A BRACERO 

Iwas working in the fields picking chiles and lemons. When the 
boss saw that I was suited for work in the kitchen, he took me 
out of the lemon fields and placed me in the kitchen. 

They made me camp manager. It was my job there to bring the doc^ 
tors to attend to the sick people from the camp. That was my job. 

All legal migrants came then. Now it is filled with many different 
types of immigrants. That is the history of Oxnard. 

Where the new [movie] theater is there use to be a 
dance hall where we would go dancing, that is af-
ter I was single. 

BIOGRAPHY 
Samuel Camacho was born in 1926 in La Barranca del Oro in the county of Amotlan de 
Caria in the state of Nayarit, Mexico. At the age of fourteen, he left his home to work at 
a bakery in San Miguel, Sinaloa with his uncle. The skills he acquired while working in 
the bakery worked in his favor when he became a bracero. He later moved to Mexicali, 
Mexico, and in 1947 he enlisted into the Bracero Program at twenty-one years of age. 
He worked as a bracero in Anaheim, C A for only 15 days when he got a job in Oxnard, 
CA. Due to his baking skills he was recruited to be a cook in several bracero camps 
throughout southern California. As the head cook he worked long hours and every 
day of the week, including Sundays. He was allowed to create his own food menu, and 
supervised several employees in the kitchen. Mr. Camacho remembers his days as a 
cook as a good time of his life. In 1951, Mr. Camacho married his wife, Consuelo More-
no who lived in El Rio. They eventually had a son and daughter. Samuel Camacho 
has since remained a resident of Oxnard. During the 1950s he became the head cook at 
Pacifico Camp and purchasing manager at the Buena Vista Labor Camp, both located 
in Oxnard, California. In 1971 Mr. Camacho became camp manager at Tres Eses (Three 
Ss) Labor Camp that housed 2500 single males who worked for local citrus associations. 
In 1986 he purchased the Tres Eses Camp and with the help of his sons operated the 
camp until the early 2000s. During his days living and working in Oxnard, he spent his 
free time going to dances, the theatre and enjoying the company of family friends. 

BIOGRAFIA 
Samuel Camacho nacio en 1926 en La Barranca de Oro, en el municipio de Amotlan 
de Cana en el estado de Nayarit, Mexico. A los catorce anos fue a vivir con su tio en 
San Miguel, Sinaloa donde trabajo en una panaderia. Despues, se mudo a Mexicali, 
Mexico, y en el ario 1947, a los veintiuno anos, se alisto al programa de los braceros. 
Trabajo como bracero en Anaheim, California por quince dias porque encontro otro 
trabajo en Oxnard, CA. Debido a sus habilidades de cocinar, fue contratado como 
cocinero en varios campos por todo el sur de California. Como el jefe de cocina, tra-
bajo muchas horas cada dia de la semana, incluyendo el domingo. Le dieron la opor-
tunidad de crear su propio menu, y superviso varios empleados en la cocina. El Sr. 
Camacho recuerda sus dias de cocinero como un tiempo alegre en su vida. En 1951, 
se caso con su esposa, Consuelo Moreno quien vivia en El Rio. Tuvieron un hijo y 
una hija. Samuel Camacho sigue como residente de Oxnard. Durante los anos cin-
cuenta, se hizo el jefe de cocina del Campo Pacifico y tambien el encargado de com-
pras en el campo Buena Vista, ambos localizados en Oxnard, California. En 1971, el 
Sr. Camacho se hizo el encargado del campo Tres Eses cual albergaba 2500 hombres 
solteros que trabajaban para las asociaciones locales de citrico. En 1986, compro el 
campo Tres Eses y con la ayuda de sus hijos, siguio con el campo hasta los primeros 
anos de 2000. Durante sus anos de vivir y trabajar en Oxnard, paso su tiempo libre 
en los bailes, el cine, y disfrutando del acompanamiento de sus amigos familia. 

Yo estaba trabajando piz-
cando chile y, y limones. Y 
entonces, cuando el may^ 

ordomo vio que yo podia cocinar. 
El me saco de las huertas de limon 
y me metio en la cocina. 

Me hicieron gerente del campo. Era mi trabajo de llevar a los 
medicos para ayudar a los efermos que venian. Este era mi trabajo. 

Puro migrantes legales venian en ese tiempo. Ahora 
esta lleno de muchos tipos diferentes migrantes. Asi 
es la historia de Oxnard. 

Alli donde esta el cine nuevo habia un salon de baile 
donde nos andabamos a bailar, solamente cuando era 
soltero. 


