Degree Requirements

Baccalaureate Degree Requirements

A student must complete the following requirements in order
to earn a bachelor of arls or science degree. Requirements
are described in detait in the latter part of this section. Most
students will accumulate a combination of units in the major,
Genera! Education and non-designated electives in order to
fuifill the requirements of a baccalavreate degree.

1. A minimum of 124 semesler units {most B.S, degree
programs require 128 or more units)

2. An academic major

3. General Education

4. Specific Course/Skill Requirements
a. English Composition {English 1 or equivalent)

b. Intermediate Algebra {Math 4)

¢. Uniled States History (History 11 or 12)

d. United States and California Constitution {Political
Science 2 or 101)

e. Upper Division Wriling Skills

5. A minimum of 30 residence units, of which 24 must be
upper division and 12 in the major,

6. A minimum of 40 upper division units.

7. Minimum of a "C" average for units in maior, all CSU,
Fresno unils and total units.

8. Completion of an applicalion for graduation obtained from
the Gffice of Evaluations and payment of the graduation fee
at the Cashier's window in the Joyal Administration Building
by one of the published deadlines.

Dual (Concurrent) Major Requirements

An undergraduate sludent may desire to complele the
requirements for more than ong major al the time of
completion of the baccalaureate degree (i.e., graduate with a
dual major). When the student applies for graduation, he or
she must designate which major is to be the primary degree
major for purposes of gradualion. Minimum requirements and
exceplions for dual majors are as follows:

« Dual B.A. majors must include 24 units, 12 of which must be
upper division;

» Dual B.S. majors must include 36 unils, 18 of which must be
upper division;

o« Courses in General Education may be used 1o fulfilt
secondary major requirements;

= Units may be deuble-counted for both majors ahbove 24
mutually exclusive units (12 upper division) in B.A.
programs and 36 units {18 upper division) in B.S,
programs.

Special Major for the Bachelor of Arts Degree
The special major for a bachelor of arls degree provides an
opporiunily for students 10 engage in an individualized course
of sludy leading 1o a degree when legitimate acadermic and
professionat goals are not accommodaled by standard degree
majors. The special major consists of correlated sludies in two
or more fields. It is not inlended as a means of bypassing
nosmat graduation reguirements or a means by which students
may graduate who fait to complele the degree major in which
they are enrolled.

The special major must be approved in the office of the Vice
Prasident for Academic Affairs, with approva! based upon a

case-by-case justification. The candidate must have one full
year of academic work (at least 30 units) slill to be completed
to meel minimum degree requirements. The minimum
requirement for the special major is an approved program of
30 units at least 24 unils of which must be upper division
work. Units applied to satisfy general education requirements
may not be counted. Also, a maximum of six (6) independent
study unils may be included in the special major program.
Any exception fo this fimit must be approved in wriling by the
Vice President for Academic Affairs upon written
recommendation by the special major adviser prior to
registration for the additional units.

A student requesling a speciai major must obtain application
forms from the Office of Advising and Orientation. Cn these
forms the student must: 1) Prepare a statement giving his or
her reasons for desiring a special major in lerms of academic
and professional goals and why these goals cannol be met
through a slandard major; 2) Develop a specific list of
courses which would, in his or her opinion, tead 1o the
academic and professional goals stated atove; 3} Secure the
signed approval from the Office of Advising and Orientation,
as well as from special major adviser and department
chairmen in the areas from which the special major courses
are drawn. The student must submit the foregoing malerial to
the Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs for final
approval.

Specific Course/Skill Requirements

English Requirement. English 1, Composition, or its
eguivalent is a universily graduation requirement which should
be completed before the end of the fourth semester of
university allendance. (A grade of "C" is the minimum
acceplable grade to satisfy this requirement.) Students who
are exceptionally well-prepared in composition may elecl o
satisfy the requirement by the successiul chaflenge of English
1 through Credit by Examination or by successful performance
in eilher the English Lquivalence Fxamination or the Advanced
Flacement Test. The English Placement Test does not
substitute for English 1. See English Placement Test for test
scores prerequisile to enroliment in English 1.

Mathematics Requirement. Al undergraduate studenis
must complete Math 4 {Intermediate Algebra/Algebra ). If a
student completed Algebra Il in high schoal, then he or she
may fake an alternate class to fulfilt the requirement (See
General Education--CORF). Students who wish to lake an
alternate class must submit a high school transcript showing
completion of Math 4 (Algebra Il/Intermediate Algebra) at the
time of admission.

U.S. History and Government Requirements.
Undergraduate and second baccalaureate degree candidates
in order to graduate must demonstrate competence with
respect 1o the Constilution of the United Stales, American
History, and in the principles of state and local government of
Califernia. This may be done by passing examinaticns or by
completing History 11 or 12 and Politicat Science 2 or 104,
{See History Department—American History Requirement and
Political Science Department—United Stales Conslitution
Requirement and General Education—CORE,)
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