The 2016 Li’i Pearl Award Winners
Charles (Chaz) Lemley

Chaz Lemley, who is close to finishing his MA, has been the sole tutor working in the Writing Center at the Antelope Valley campus, keeping that service available to AV students as many hours as humanly possible and budget-allowed.  He designed GWAR preparation workshops, which he holds for AV students the day before their scheduled exams each quarter, and the GWAR pass rates for the AV students has continually increased to the point where last quarter, every AV student who took the exam earned a passing score. He is also currently in the Teaching Assistant program in the English Department.  

Heather Simmons

Heather Simmons came to CSUB from Bakersfield College in Fall 2015, having graduated Summa Cum Laude and having been published in BC’s online journal, The Roughneck Review. She was also a member of Phi Theta Kappa. Heather is a member of the University Singers; she was a reporter (named “Staff MVP”) for The Runner during Fall; she is English Club Treasurer; she participates in a group that gives volunteer vocal performances at the Tehachapi Senior Center; she appeared in CSUB’s Theatre of New Voices and in “Gary Stu/Mary Sue” (produced by the CSUB Film Club); she is on the Dean’s List; she is a member of the National Society of Leadership and Success and also of Alpha Chi Honor Society; and she is a founding member and the current president of Club Anchor for students with disabilities. One of her personal goals is to utilize her talents in representing and enhancing the lives of persons with disabilities. 
The 2016 Betty Creative

Writing Award Winners

Poetry
First Place - $500
Mateo Lara
"New Age and other poems"

Second Place - $300
Chyna Jade Parker
"Drought Diaries" 
Third Place - $200
Laura F. Robbie
"Patient Notes" 
Short Story
First Place - $500
Shydel Villa
"Invisible People"

Second Place - $300
Marlin Morales
"Dastaar"

Third Place - $200
Jayme S. Reyna
"Chip"

Drama
First Place - $500
Robert J. Vasquez
"Blue Hour"

Second Place - $300
Anthony Jauregui
"Figment"
Third Place - $200
Bailey Russell 
and

Sidney Russell
"Five Renters, One Landlord, and the AC Unit" 
The 2016 Li’i Pearl Outstanding Student in English Award
Supported through the great generosity of the Pearl and Bandy families since 2007, The Li’i Pearl Outstanding Student in English Award was created by an anonymous donor and named in honor of Julia ‘Li’i’ Pearl to honor a student who has made a special contribution to the department, the school, the university, and the community at large and who serves as a "proud representative" of the department.
The 2016 Betty Creative Writing Awards

Supported through the tremendous generosity of Dr. Stafford Betty since 2010, The Betty Creative Writing Awards are presented annually to honor the creative work of students at the undergraduate and graduate levels at California State University, Bakersfield and California State University, Bakersfield – Antelope Valley Campus. Awards are given in three categories – Poetry, Short Story, and Drama.
