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Mr. W, Rt Hearst,
137 Riverside Drive,
Wew York City, N.Y.

Dear Hr. Hearst:

My, Peirchild hes given me a copy of a portion of your letter
to ¥r, Bogart dated December 24th which has reference to the progress
on the mildings at San Simeon and we heve gone over this matter rather
thoroughly today end give below a rather detailed report of verious
matters in conneotion with the houses:

HOUSE "B".

e Whaen I was 2t San Simeon December 18th, the painters had finished
the oeilings ond frieges of the two smaller bedrooms end were working om
the larger bedroom, Vanderloo hed 211 his work out for the main room =nd
was working on éme of the large bedroom window decorations.

AL the doors for this house are made.

For those doors between the lobby and the other rooms, Vamderleo
has finished very successfully pemels, bal the carved panels for the lobby
side arc no’ donme and dosrs will have to be held here until they are.

The mantle arrived in your last shiprment snd is at Son Simeon,
bat the condition of the roads has deem such that they have nol been g )
gble to take it up the hill. It will be set as soon as we have o few 3
days of good weather. N

The tile for the pemel in thoe gourt is being barmed and will .
be shipred up this month, : oy ;

The forms for the work at the end of the courst have all heen
up for o month or mors. :

The voal and pavement comnecting "B" house with "@" house
are a1l greded and boxed for the coneorete under-pavement.

HOUSE "Cv,

The painters heve not touched this house. :
Yenderloc has all his workédl out for the bedrooms in fino
shape, The doors are dome and hung.
The new semi-cliroular over-doors to take the place of the
Della Robias are made end being earved in Sam Franciseo.
The forms are in for the lower wall at the foot of the
grand staircase. ’ ¢ : ; .
The lower level is within eesy vlew of the window of the
sitting room, and is going to look very well. :
N> work has been done on the walls of~the main room in
House "C"., Sample tiles are being burmed for the floor and wall.
The Berkeley tile people could not get the desired irkdescence, and
finally found a mew kilm in San Jose where they were willing to make
. the éffort and expect to know the results within the next week.
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The forms for the/pewe connecting House "C" and House "A®
. and the retaining walls in front of House "C" under the Ock are in and the
connection made nicely with the lower entrence to House "AY,

HOUSE "A®,

A1l the oast work for the friese, windows, doors, ete. for
the main room of House "A" are complete znd ready to go in, also
the ornamental parts of the bedroom ceilings, olso =ll the dressing
closet fittings, eta., and the entrance door has bean finished on its
unﬁn&med smo. As _everything he mod m_the dept

':fhe om:mey t’lnoa have ‘been leted amund the nreplm
sncoessfully and the temporary linings of the fireplece heve been
el justed so that we are sure of a fine draft, Hendly is putting in the
pormenent linings now,

ALl the Torms for the reconstructed terrace and ateps have
been in for at least six weeks but they are not filled for reasons
given below under the head of "General®™

The underpavement for the front court floor and the court wall
and steps are comploted and stripped.

Your letter asking me to meke the mﬂ‘s af the baths of ivory
colored marble instead of light tile you previously ordered has kept

- us bmsy hnnting suitable marble. It is not to be hald on the Coast end
I do not believe it would be safe to try staining white marble for bath
room mrk as any steam or cleming wonm be ap‘b to Spet 1?.. Bould you

After lany wtimltias, tlw- mmble for the floor of the main
room of House ®A" is understood to be on its way, Ve finslly had to
g :{ buy the merble and make our own arrsngements for the sawing., It will not
Ml gty more then I quoted you. This marble, vhen 1t arrives, willfhave to
| be sewed in Oakland belore being sent to San Simeon.

e will need the columns from the Hoclenda for the main room
before finishing up, Wt on scoount of mot mctually needing them as yet
we have not sent them dowm.

All the doors are made up, but the lobby doors to match the
Hexican garved ones are stlll at 3Jan Francismco s aiting the ecarving.

. The other doors =re¢ mede end on the hill.

GETRAL.

The nildings could lock much more complete then they do if I
had sent the plasterers up,each time we had something for them to do,
but it has seemoed much more eoonomical to mot send them until we hed
plenty of work ashead for thenm to set as the painters are so far behind
Vanderloo snd Vamlerloo hehind the plasters who have only to set his
work., With a very small orew, Vanderloo has done a wvery {ine creditsble
amount of work since you left as while it soundssimple to reproduce
antiques; in reality it is a long job as the design as to be reversed for
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for each opening and our designs follow with the filling where the antique
is left to the imagination. He has probably o month's more work herc amd
there on interior details. .

7ashburn's carpenters have been working on the interiors or putting
up forms socording to the weather, but the forms are not filled becanse
the yosd to the rook orusher has been almost contimuously out of comtission
becsuse the time between roins is not sufficient to dry out the roadbed.
T do not think thet very much time has heen wested by snyone unless 1t is
the lsborers on account of weother conditions. it hes been necessary to
replage the tents with shecks sgein a3 the men would not stay on the hill
in temts, and we could not keep the tents up on the hill durin: Soveee
storms., In building these shacks, they have beemn so plased ss to De out
of the way of future comstruction. This has taken quite a bit of rough
lumber and meterisl which will later so into oconecrete forms,

It might secm§ as though some of the work like the doors
shonld he ready, but there is sbsolutely no stock of smything then the
shsolute ordinary in Califomia. For instence, there was mo walmt to
be hei of sufficient size or thicknmess to malke the penels for the lobby
doors of either Houses "BY or "A®*, 7% had to be sent for and whem it
arrived it was not seasoned. It took six weecks &f drying to get it
into shape befors it could he taken into the milling mechine. The wer
took practically all our betier workwen im wood carving. There are only
£90 or three carvers here who could do your work eand they ecan only turn
out just so much, but it will be good whem it is done. -

The same condition es to tile exists as you kmow,.

The friezes are complete at last aml all other tile on its
way, Mt we cannot get it in quantities but have to take 1t as the
1ittle kilns can deliver it.

One of the unexpeoted conlitions due to wenther conditions
is the Oteamer Admiral Nicholson. Several times they heve had to carry
a snall smount of freizsht we had for them to San Pedro and back to Sen
Francisoo before delivering on account of weather conditions being so bad
they could not get into San Simeon. The weather has been s0 vad most of
‘he early winter that they have mot bheen asble to take line or cenent
in t eir cargoes on scoonnt of the heavy seas spoiling it., Ve have
fortunately had emough cement on hand to last through to now, ut by the
tine the front of House "A" is poured the cement will be used mp. The
roald via Los Ussos wvalley is entirely impassible for hemling. The
steamsr is expocted to be put into dry dock and not be in com-ission
agaln before the first of Febmmary so this will preclude oufd getiting
eny cement in by boat until that time.

 Yours very truly,

P.S. This report is rather long, tut ¥r. Fairehild was of the opinion
yon shomnld be fally informed as to the various obstacles which we have
hal to contend with this winter which did not ocome up heretofore.




