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moment, General Gullion also said that personally he did not think the
licensing action proposed was going to cure the situation.?” On this same
day, 4 February, Lieutenant Colonel Bendetsen (just promoted to that rank)
in talking with General DeWitt remarked that he was sure that American
citizens of Japanese extraction would have to be excluded from some areas
at least. General DeWitt made no direct comment on this remark, but later
said:

You see, the situation is this: I have never on my own initiative recommended a
mass evacuation, or the removal of any man, any Jap, other than an alien. In other
words, I have made no distinction between an alien as to whether he is Jap, Italian, or
German—that they must all get out of Area A, that is the Category A area. The agita-
tion to move all the Japanese away from the coast, and some suggestions, out of Cali-
fornia entirely—is within the State, the population of the State, which has been
espoused by the Governor. I have never been a body [sicl to that, but I have said, if
you do that, and can solve that problem, it will be a positive step toward the protection
of the coast . . . But I have never said, “You've got to do it, in order to protect the
coast”; . . . I can take such measures as are necessary from a military standpoint to
control the American Jap if he is going to cause trouble within those restricted areas.?8

Two days earlier, on 2 February, members of Congress from the Pacific
states had organized informally under the leadership of their senior Senator,
Hiram Johnson. He had appointed two subcommittees, one headed by Sen-
ator Rufus C. Holman of Oregon to consider plans for increased military
strength along the Pacific coast, and the other by Senator Mon C. Wallgren
of Washington to deal with the questions of enemy aliens and the prevention
of sabotage. On 4 February General Clark of GHQ and Admiral Harold R.
Stark, the Chief of Naval Operations, offered testimony on the west coast
military outlook at a meeting of the first of these subcommittees. Before
they spoke, Senator Holman summed up the situation by saying that the
people there were alarmed and horrified as to their persons, their employ-
ment, and their homes. General Clark said that he thought the Pacific states
were unduly alarmed. While both he and Admiral Stark agreed the west
coast defenses were not adequate to prevent the enemy from attacking, they
also agreed that the chance of any sustained attack or of an invasion was—
as General Clark put it—nil. They recognized that sporadic air raids on key
installations were a distinct possibility, but they also held that the west coast
military defenses were considerable and in fairly good shape; and, as Ad-
miral Stark said, from the military point of view the Pacific coast neces-
sarily had a low priority as compared with Hawaii and the far Pacific. These
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