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i m  n o t  a  r i o t  g r r r l .  i ’m n o t  a  
t h i r d  f o u r t h  o r  f i f t h  w a v e  f e m i n i s t .  

c a n  i  b e  a  

n e w  w a v e  f e m i n i s t  I v e  

b e e n  c a l l e d  c y n d i  l a u p e r  
w h i l e  w a l k i n g  d o w n  t h e  s t r e e t  
o h  y e a h  i  k n o w  g i r l s  j u s t  w a n n a  h a v e  f u n

i  h a v e  t h e  h a t  t o  b e  d e b b i e  g i b s o n .  
i  g o t  s k i n n y  t i e s  a n d  b l a c k  

e y e l i n e r . 

i  w i l l  s i n g  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l
f e m i n i s t  s o n g s  y o u  e v e r  h e a r d  b u t  

t h e y  w i l l  u s e  l o t s  o f  s y n t h e s i z e r s  & 
y o u  b e t  y our  sw e e t  a s s  y o u  c a n  

d a n c e  t o  t h e m .

a n d  j u s t  s o  y o u  k n o w :  o n e  w a y  o r  
a n o t h e r ,  I m  g o n n a  g e t  y a .



my 12 step program only has 9 and a 

half steps

sometimes my mom makes 
em p ty  p ro m ises  a b o u t s o m e  

v a g u e  d e s t i n y  t h a t  s h e  b e l i e v e s  
w ill  b e  f u l f i l l e d .  w h a t s  e v e n  
w o r s e  i s  t h a t  s h e  c a n  p u t  a  d a t e  
o n  e v e r y t h i n g  s h e  p r e d i c t s .  

y o u l l  g e t  i n t o  y o u r  c o l l e g e  
and y o u l l  k n o w  o n  t h e  t h i r d  o f  

m a r c h  o r  y o u r  b o s s  w i l l  r e a l i z e
w h a t  a  g o o d  j o b  y o u r e  d o i n g  

a t  w o r k  o n  j u l y  s e v e n t h  a n d  
hell s t o p  b e i n g  s u c h  a  p r i c k .  
w h a t s  e v e n  e v e n  d o u b l e  w o r s e  

is that th e y r e  a lw a y s  p r e d ic t io n s  
a b o u t  m e .  o f  c o u r s e  t h e y r e  
n e v e r  r ig h t a n d  o f  c o u r s e  i  

a lw ays believe  them  
a n d  o n  th e  m o rn in g  o f  th e  
fateful d a y  d a y s  in  q u e s tio n  
i  a l w a y s  w a k e  u p  s m i l i n g  
t h e n  g o  t o  b e d  f r o w n i n g



b e c a u s e  i  d i d n t  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e  
s c h o la rsh ip  o r  m y  b o s s  d o e sn t 

r e a l iz e  th a t  i  w o r k  s u p e r  h a r d .  so  last w eekend  d riv ing  
home from m aum ee oh io  m om  says 

t o  m e  i  k n o w  a  c e r t a i n  s o m e o n e  
is g o in g  to  c a l l  y o u  o n  s u n d a y  

a n d  i  s m i l e  b e c a u s e  i v e  f a l l e ni n to  h e r  t r a p  y e t  a g a in .  o n  
s u n d a y  i ta k e  a  c a b  to  

the airport and on a plane to  

my mom falsely predicts the future

chicago and then a train to jessica and another bus 

to jessicas sunny apartment. and this time i dont think about my moms prediction instead i have an intense amountof fun drinking 

tea and smoking too many cigarettes and listeningto dan and jessica talk about music. and this time her predictionis 
accurate which reminds me that 



m y  g r a n d p a  u s e d  t o  d o  g r e e k  
v o o d o o  t o  r e m o v e  w a r t s a n d  
c o n v i n c e  m y  g r a n d m a  n o t  t o  
m a k e  b e e f  s te w  fo r d i n n e r  a n d  

s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  b u t  t h e  g r e e k  
v o o d o o  w o u l d o n l y  w o r k  i f  
y o u  d i d n t  t h i n k  a b o u t  y o u r  
w a r t  o r  b e e f s t e w  o r  t h e  g r e e k  
v o o d o o  i t s e l f .  s o  m a y b e  g r e e k  
voodoo a n d  m y  m o m s  o r a c le  

l i k e  w i s d o m  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l b u t  i n  a n y  c a s e  

it removes em barrassing skin blem ishes

a n d  g e ts  m e  d a te s .  r o c k

o r  m a y b e  i t  w a s  a  f l u k e  o r  

m aybe its  because  im  so  sexy



how many times have we emptied that ash tray tonight



i  f e l l  i n t o  a l l  t h e  s o n g s  t h e y  m a d e .

t h i s  i s  w h a t  c o m e s  o f  l i s t e n i n g  
w h e n  y o u ' r e  t o o  y o u n g  t o  r e l a t e .

t h e i r  w o r d s  i n v a d e d  m y d r e a m s  & 
s u d d e n l y  i  f o u n d  m y s e l f  l i v i n g  i n  

m i l e s  o f  m ix  t a p e s  a n d  L P s .

i  m e a n t  t o  l i v e  i n  m y ow n  s o n g s .
t h i n g s  d o n ' t  a l w a y s  w o r k  o u t  h o w  

y o u  p l a n  t h e m .



Q .  d o  y o u  

e v e r  f e e l  l i k e  
y o u r e  l i v i n g  o u t  a  

l o u  r e e d  s o n g

A .  n o t  a  l o t  b u t  

o f t e n  e n o u g h  

t o  

f e e l  c o m p l e t e l y

 

u n c o m f o r t a b l e



portrait of jessica feeling broken



downtown 

inset



portrait of jessica feeling broken

r e c o r d s  t o  

a n g r y  p i g e o n s

the c lash



live bus d a n g e r s  

alive

n o  s w itc h in g th is  s id e

n o r m a l l y  

o p e n

d o n t  f e n c e  m e  i n

n o r m a l l y  

c l o s e d





I  g a v e  h e r  

m y  h e a r t

a n d  s h e  g a v e  

m e  a  p e n .





j o u r n a l  o f  a  
cou ch  sleep er

p a r t  o n e  w h e n  e a s t  
c o a s t  p e o p l e  v i s i t  m i d w e s t e r n  

c i t i e s  t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  m a r v e l  
a t  t h e  o p e n  s p a c e s  a  c i t y  
s u r r o u n d e d  b y c o r n  c a n  

a f f o r d  a n d  t h o u g h  i  a m  
f r o m  t h e  m i d w e s t  a n d  
a m  a  t r u e m i d w e s t e r n e d  

m i n d  b o d y  a n d  s o u l  i  
c a n t  h e l p  b u t  f a l l  i n  l o v e

w i t h  j e s s i c a s  s p r a w l i n g  
w o o d  f l o o r e d  a p a r t m e n t  

t h a t  c o s t s  l e s s  t h a n  m y  
h a lf  o f th e  ren t fo r m y  

a p a r t m e n t  i n  N Y C .  a s  
a  r e s u l t  n i g h t  i i  d r e a m t  

t h a t  m y  r o o m m a t e  l e n a  
a n d  i  h a d  j u s t  a r r i v e d  

in n e w  y o r k  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  
o u r  a p a r t m e n t  d o u b l e d  
i n  s i z e  m u c h  t o  o u r  a m a z e  



m e n t  o u r  s t u f f  h a d  a l s o  
b e e n  m o v e d  i n t o  o u r  
f r i e n d l y  d o w n s t a i r s  

n e i g h b o r s  w h o  o n l y  
a s k e d  i n  r e t u r n  a  
p a y m e n t o f  f r e s h l y  b a k e d  
chocolate chip cookies

part 

one and a half later i dreamt that the 
sun was shining backwards and so the earth was completely dark and hinging on 

catastrophic doom. before i went to sleep jessica told me about her crazy 
upstairs neighbor whowould bang on the floor anytime they would make 

a peepafter 10 pm yet would feel okay about vaccuuming 
at all  hours of the night. i think someone was mowing the lawn



t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  m y  e a r t h  d y i n g  

d r e a m  a n d  s o  i n  t h e  d r e a m  w h i l e  
e v e r y o n e  w a s  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  i n  

a  c h a o t i c  f r e n z y  t h e  l a d y  

upstairs w a s  v a c c u u m in g . t h e  l a w n  m o w e r  e v e n t u a l l y  
w o k e  m e  u p .  i  g o t  u p  t o  p e e  a n d  

t h e  l a w n  m o w e r  s o u n d  f o l l o w e d  
me t o  t h e  b a t h r o o m .  i  l a i d  d o w n  
a g a i n  a n d  s a i d  o u t l o u d  t o  t h e  

s t i l l  a p a r t m e n t w h a t  t h e  f u c k

part 2 dan is up 
e a r l y  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  t o  

g o  t o  w o r k .  h e  e a t  c e r e a l i n  
t h e  d i n i n g  r o o m  a d j a c e n t  

t o  w h e r e  i m  s l e e p i n g .  i  g u e s s  
th e  c l a n g i n g  o f  t h e  s p o o n  
a g a i n s t  t h e  b o w l  i n f i l t r a t e s  

m y  d r e a m  a n d  i  d r e a m  f o r  
w h a t  s e e m s  l i k e  h o u r s  o f  
j u s t  d a n  e a t i n g  c e r e a l .  l a t e r  o n  

w h e n  i  q u e s t i o n  h i s  a b o u t  
b r e a k f a s t  h e  a d m i t s  t o  e a t i n g  c e r e a l i n  t h e  d i n i n g  r o o m  b u t  

s a y s  i  k n o w  y o u r e  l y i n g  
b e c a u s e  i  w a s n t  u s i n g  a  s p o o n



d e a r  m s  t y a i  

t h i n k  y o u  a r e  

s u p e r  h o t  

w i l l  y o u  l i c k  

m y  b e n c h x o x

o m a i r a  t i e r n e y



dear jessica

i  l o v e  a n d  y o u  a n d  

i  w a n t  y o u  t o  b e  
w i t h  m e  f o r e v e r

d o  y o u  f e e l  t h e  

s a m e  c h e c k  o n e y e s  

n o  y e s  y e s  

no hell yeah

l o v e  j o h n  c u s a c k  



e m o  b o y  d o  i  w a n n a  s l a p  

h i m  o r  k i s s  h i m  t a k e  h i m  

o u t  f o r  c o f f e e o r  s a y  y o u  

d o n t  e v e n  k n o w  w h a t  

p a i n  i s  l i k e  m r  b u i l t  

t o  s p i l l f u c k  y o u  d o e s  h e  

e x p e c t  g i r l s  t o  b e  s w e e t  

i l l  t h r o w  h i m  u p  a g a i n s t  

a  w a l l  a n d  k i s s  h i m  h a r d

b o y  h u s t l e r  w h y  d o  i  a l w a y s  

w r i t e  a b o u t  y o u  b i s e x u a l  w i t h  

d e e p  e y e s w a t e r y  m a s c a r a  t h a t  

d o e s n t  r u n  l o n g  l e g s  

a n d  t o o  s k i n n y  j u n k i e  b u t  

y o u r e c l e a n  c o s  t h e  j o h n s  

a l w a y s  u s e  c o n d o m s  a n d  y o u  

o n ly u s e  c l e a n  n e e d l e s .  



p u n k  b o y  p h o t o g r a p h  s i x  

fe e t  ta l l  p e r fe c t o ra n g e  
g l u e d  h a w k  m a k e s  h i m  t w o  f e e t  
t a l l e r  t o w e r i n g  o v e r  t h e  p h o n e  
b o o t h  a n d  p u m p i n g  q u a r t e r s  

i n  r e f l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  w i n d o w  a t  

n i g h t  i n  t h e  s h i t t y  f o o d  j o i n t  
i m  w a t c h i n g  m e m o r i z i n g



s h e  h a d  

t a t t o o s  

l i k e  m a p s



i n  a  s t a r k  w h i t e  m u s e um m e a n t  f o r  
a t m o s p h e r e ,  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  a r t  f i l m ;  
a  g i r l  s u c k s  o n  h e r  t o e  f o r  t e n  

m i n u t e s ,  s o  i  s i t  i n  a  c o l d  l e a t h e r  
c h a i r  a n d  s t a r e  o u t  a  w i n d o w ,  t h e  
s k y  i s  p r e g n a n t  w i t h  a  s t o r m  ,

belly heavy and humid boats float on the horizon dust from the baseball diamond swirls up in the august wind a ghost 

w h e n  t h e  w a t e r  b r e a k s ,  i  g i g g l e ,
p e a c h e s  l e a v i n g  m y h a n d s  s t i c k y  a n d  

h o n e y  s w e e t n e s s .
t h e  t r a i n  w i n d o w s  a r e  s t r e a k e d  w i t h

l i t t l e  r i v u l e t s  o f  r a i n  k n i f e d  t o  
d e a t h  m y  r e f l e c t i o n  p a l e  i n  d o o r  

g l a s s :  i m  a  g h o s t ,  t o o .
o n  t h e  b u s ,  t h e  s k y  i s  d o w n p o u r i n g ,  
e v e r y o n e ’ s  s w e a t  i s  a c r i d  a n d  l o u d .
i  s i n g  s m i t h s  s o n g s  i n  m y h e a d  & d r e a d 
t h e  c o m i n g  o f  f a l l .



a t c la rk e s  w a i t i n g  

f o r  a n  a s h t r a y  t o  

f i l l .  n e w  o r d e r  v e l v e t  

underground, 

nirvana in  the 

j u k e b o x b u t  f i r s t  t o m  w a i t s  

s i n g s  m y  f a v o r i t e  l i n e

y o u  d o n t

m e e t  

n i c e  g i r l s  

in
coffee 

s h o p s



c h i c a g o  w h a t  n o t  t h e  
c e n t e r  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  

s u r e l y 6 6 6  s t a t e  s t r e e t  

a  m a n  l e a n s  o u t  h i s  
w i n d o w  s h u t s  h i s  w i n d o w  

t o  t h e  s u m m e r  s t o r m  

a p a r t m e n t s  h o t e l  

ro o m s  d ir ty  a n d  

b a r e a  f l a g  c u t  o u t  o f  t h e  

p a p e r  l i k e  a n  a f t e r t h o u g h t  



h e y  j e s s i c a  i t  
w a s  r e a l l y   
b i t c h i n  t o m a k e  

a  z i n e  w i t h  y o u  

yeah i really 
h a d  a  g o o d  

t im e  to o  ty a

g o o d b y e  y o u r  

f a v o r i t e  g l o o m  

c o o k i e s  

j e s s i c a  a n d  t y a


