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M r .  H a r e ,  c o m e  t a k e  a  lo o k  a t  t h is .

F a n c y ,  v e r y  f a n c y .  L i k e  t o  

see my discoveries? 

M ost c e r ta in ly .

S e r i o u s  h e a t ,  
a n y t h i n g  e l s e ?

W a s  s t r a p p e d  to  h is  le g  
right a b o v e  t h e  a n k l e .

T y p ic a l ,  w h a t  a b o u t  I D ?

No less than six drivers 

licenses, gun perm it, 

social security, press pass.

W h e r e  w o u l d  I  p u t  i t ?

W h a t ?



O h ,  j u s t  a  

little w ager 
I m ad e  
w ith  m y self. 

I  t h o u g h t  s o . W h a t  i s  i t .

H a v e  a  lo o k .

I f  f o u n d  p le a s e  r e tu r n  to  y o u r  

nearest post o f f ic e . I 'v e  tra n s fe r re d  
h i m  t o  t h e  c h a i r .  L o o k s  a s  i f  
w e 're  a ll  w a rm e d  u p , c o n n e c tio n s  
clean, s u b je c t  is  re la x e d . W h a t  

d o  y o u  s u p p o s e  th e  o d d s  a r e ?  

I  im a g in e  i t  w o u ld  d e p e n d  o n  h o w  

m uch r e p r e s s e d  m e m o r y  th e r e  is .  
H e  w a s  p r e p a r e d  i n  t h e  u s u a l  

m a n n e r ,  s u b l i m i n a l  v i s u a l  a n d  
a u d io ,  lig h t  p a tte rn s , a  s te a d y  f lo w  
o f  th e  c irc le  t e c h n i q u e ,  p l u s  t h e  
b rid g e  w o rk . V e ry  e x te n s iv e  b u t  

i t ' l l  s u r v iv e  n o  m a t te r  w h a t .  

A s  I  r e c a l l ,  th e  c o m m o n  

p r o b le m  l ie s  i n  m e m o r y  
r e t e n t i o n ,  e r o t i o n  c a u s e s  

w e a k n e s s ,  c o n t in u e d  s t r e s s  
cau ses th e  d a m  to  b u r s t  a n d .. .

...A nd you  get the m ental 
e q u iv a le n t to  th e  J o h n sto w n  

flood. W h ic h  in  p ro b a b il i ty  
we'll get is w hat they w ant. 

P u rg e  a ll th e  w a s te  m a tte r ,  

l e a v in g  a  c le a n  s la te  o n  
w h ic h  to  r e b u ild .  W e 'r e  

just r i d d in g  th e  g a r d e n  
o f  i t ' s  w e e d  a n d  v e r m i n .

R ise  an d  sh in e tim e.



Not quite the situation you 

expected, is it?

T h a t  f i r s t  b i t  o n  t h e  t a b l e ,  

w a s  m o r e  r i t u a l  f o r  r i t u a l s  

s a k e .  O u r  f r i e n d s  a r e  b i g  
o n  fo llo w in g  o ld  tra d itio n s .

L ik e  th e  c h a ir  y o u 'r e  s e c u r e d  in .  

T his stone g o e s  b a c k  a  th o u s a n d  

y e a rs , if  n o t m o re . 

N o t o n ly  th at, it h as sp ec ia l p ro p erties , y o u  

wouldn't un d erstan d . H ell n o  o n e  d o es 

co m p lete ly , b u t it's  g o in g  to  h e lp  in  y o u r 

tran sfo rm atio n . Y o u r fo rm er self is  to  b e  
re d u c e d  to  a s h e s , b u t  y o u 'll  r is e  p h o e n ix  
l ik e  in to  a  p r o u d  c h i l d  o f  t h e  b l a c k  s u n .  

In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  J o h n  A n d e rs o n  w e 're  
g o in g  to  c l e a n   o u t  y o u r  m i n d .  



T h a t  v i s o r  y o u  w e a r  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  

th e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  b r a i n  t h a t  c o n t r o l  

m e m o ry  a n d  e m o tio n , b o th  a re  

i n t e r w i n e d .  T h o s e  w i r e s  c o n n e c t  
y o u  t o  a  m a i n f r a m e .  

W e  h a v e  th e  p o w e r  to  m a n ip u la te  y o u r  

b r a i n ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  w h a t  w e  i n t e n d  

t o  d o .  W i th  th e  to u c h  o f  a  b u t to n  w e  

w ill  ta k e  y o u  th ru  th e  w id e  s p e c tru m  o f  

human e x p e rie n c e , M r. H a re  s ta n d  b y .

N ow .



Had enough ya little 
prick? Repent!

Oh John it's beautiful, 
I  l o v e  i t .

Hoe is my big boy, did 
you have a nice nap?

Ever try this
before, it's fucking great
Fucking bastard, how could 

you!? I thought you cared about me!

O i 
mate, you 

feelin' 

alright?



B y  th e  w a y , d o  y o u  l ik e  

p e r f o r m a n c e  a r t ?  

A  p u r e  c h i ld  o f  th e  b la c k  s u n .



A s  I  l a y  h e r e  I  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  

I  a m  n o  u n i q u e  c o l l e c t o r  o f  

s a d n e s s ,  b u t  m e r e l y  a n o t h e r  

p i t f u l  c r e a t u r e  i n  t h i s  c o n c r e t e  

m a z e  o f  a  c i t y .  I  c o m e  t o  

s e e  t h a t  I  a m  t h e  f o c u s  o f  

s o m e  v a s t  d e v i c e  f u e l e d  

b y  a n  o b s c u r e  d e s i r e .

B e h o ld  T h e  B ro th e rh o o d  o f  th e  C rim s o n  E y e .

Wake up John.

H e l lo  J o h n .  S o  t e l l  m e ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  

t o  b e  w h e n  y o u  g r o w  u p ?  D o  y o u  k n o w  

w h e r e  y o u  a r e ,  i t ' s  n o t  h e l l ,  a l t h o u g h  a t  

t im e s  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  s i m i l a r i t i e s .  



I know you somehow.

Y o u ' v e  m e t  o n e  o f  m y  

b r o th e r s  w e  n e e d  t h i s  t i m e .  

Y o u  s e e  I 'm  ra th e r  w o r r i e d .  

A b o u t  w h a t ?

D e a t h  w i t h o u t  r e d e m p t i o n .  

Y ou have k i lle d  m a n y  p e o p le , 

n othing can change th is . I t is  th e  

w h y  w h ich  is h id d en  fro m  y o u . 

I  d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  

an y ... B u t... b u t  I  k n o w  

y o u 'r e  te l l in g  th e  t r u t h .  

I f  i s  f o r e i g n  i n  o r g i n ,  a n  

in t r u d e r  w h i c h  e v e n  n o w  h a s  

a n  i n f l u e n c e ,  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  
I h a v e  m a n i f e s t e d  f o r  e x a m p le .  

Y o u r  s u b c o n s c io u s  p e r f o r m s  m a n y  

f u n c t i o n s  o n  a l t e r n a t e  l e v e l s .  I t  

s t o r e s  k n o w l e d g e ,  d r e a m s  a n d  

m e m o r ie s ,  la te r  r e tr ie v e d  to  b e  u s e d  

for re flectio n  a n d  d e c is io n  m a k in g . 

But the most important 

p u r p o s e  i s  t h a t  i t  k e e p s  y o u  f r o m  

ly in g  to  y o u r s e lf .  E v e n tu a lly ,  y o u  

m u s t  f a c e  u p  t o  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

o f  y o u r  a c t i o n s .  

B u t  e v e n  n o w  t h e  p l a c e  

t h a t  i s  m o s t  p r i v a t e  t h e r e s  

s o m e t h i n g  m i s s i n g ,  l i k e  

p a g e s  t o r n  f r o m  a  b o o k .  

T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  a r t i f i c a l  h e r e ,  

l i k e  a  s q u a t t e r  w h o  b r e a k s  i n  

t h r u  a  s i d e  w i n d o w .  W h a t  t h i s  

i n t r u d e r  i s  d o i n g  i s  i t  t a k e s  t h e  

n a t u r a l ,  w a l l s  i t  u p ,  t h a n  b u i l d s  

o v e r ,  g a i n i n g  s t r e n g t h  f o r  i t s e l f  
w h i l e  s t a r v i n g  t h e  o t h e r .  



My role playing.

W hy was I chosen?

Som e of it. 

I t  c r e a te d  i t 's  o w n  
v e r s i o n  o f  i t s e l f  a s  

f l e s h ,  u s i n g  y o u r  
m e m o r y  o f  m e d i a  
s o u r c e s ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  
f a n t a s i e s .  I t 's  m e t h o d  o f  
i n t r u s i o n  w a s  s i m p l e ,  
v a r i o u s  s u b l i m i n a l  

I
 cannot tell you John, do you 
remember what happened before.

I'm losing my mind. 

It was a form of purging, everything 
that was natural, the erasing of your 
memory. Your body would only be a 
shell for the invading conciousness.

There is already serious dam age, but 
not to the artificial. 

What's going to happen 
when I w ak e  u p ?  

M a n y  th in g s ,  y o u 'l l  s w i tc h  f ro m  
o n e  re a li ty  to  a n o th e r . C a lm  o n e  
m om ent, uncontrolable the next. It 
is safe to assum e that w hoever is  
re sp o n s ib le  fo r  y o u r  c o n d itio n  n o w  
considers you their property  and 
will want to reclaim you. 

W h a t's  h a p p e n in g , 
y o u 'r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  f a d e  
aw ay. W hat should  I do? 



T a k e  y o u r  
o w n  l i f e .

E n d  o f  P a r t  5 .


