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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  V e n t u r a  C o u n ty  C o m m is s io n  f o r  Women
D e c e m b e r  1 1 ,  1 9 9 3

CALL TO ORDER

C h a i r  C e l e s t e  W e i n g a r d t  c a l l e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  o r d e r  a t  9 : 1 5  
a .m .

ROLL CALL

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  p r e s e n t :

C o n n i e  L a w r a s o n  
S a n d r a  C h e r r y  
J e a n n e t t e  S c o v i l l  
J u n e  S t e f f e y  
M a ry  J o n e s  
L o i s  H a r r i o n  
J u d y  B y s s h e  
Lom a S i e g e l  
C e l e s t e  W e i n g a r d t

G u e s t s  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n :

B o n n i e  W a r r i n g t o n  
D a n a  H u f fm a n

REORDERING: N o n e

PU BLIC COMMENT: N o n e

APPROVAL OF M INUTES: A p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  M i n u t e s  o f  N o v e m b e r  1 3 ,
1 9 9 3  w a s  m o v ed  b y  J u d y  B y s s h e  a n d  
s e c o n d e d  b y  S a n d r a  C h e r r y .

OLD BU SIN ESS

G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  VCCW A n n u a l  R e p o r t s  w e r e  h a n d e d  o u t  t o  
e a c h  m e m b e r  p r e s e n t .  A c o p y  i s  a t t a c h e d  w i t h  t h e s e  M i n u t e s .  
D i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d  t h a t  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  c o m p l e t e ­
n e s s  i s  o f  t h e  u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e .  A M o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y  J u d y  
B y s s h e  a n d  s e c o n d e d  b y  C o n n ie  L a w r a s o n  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  
G u i d e l i n e s  a s  p r e s e n t e d .

NEW BU SIN ESS

A . B o n n i e  W a r r i n g t o n  r e p o r t e d  o n  a  new  H o u s i n g  A u t h o r i t y
p r o g r a m .  T h e  FAMILY SELF SU FFICIEN C Y  PROGRAM w a s  l a u n c h e d  
o n e  w e e k  a g o  a n d  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  v e r y  f a v o r a b l e  r e s p o n s e .
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Escrow accounts that are subsidized by HUD will be set up 
and offered to families with young children only. They must 
vacate their Section 8 certificates in five (5) years. 
Families will have individual counselors and must currently 
be a Section 8 "family" to qualify.
Bonnie also passed out a new Senior Resource Directory.
Extra copies are available through Ms. Warrington if needed.

B. Dana Huffman was introduced to the Commissioners. Dana is a 
Special Education Teacher with the Ojai Valley Unified 
School District. Dana is currently working on a Child Care 
Project in Ojai at this time.

C. Loma Siegel reported on a Latino outreach project from the 
Tres Condados Girl Scout Council.
This will be the First Annual Adult/Youth Community Coali­
tion Conference. The Conference is to be held on Saturday, 
March 5, 1994, at U.C. Santa Barbara. A flyer is attached 
with these Minutes. Workshops will be in English and 
Spanish. It was suggested to invite the Santa Barbara 
County Commission for Women to attend and to have the VCCW 
participate in this project. The Motion was made by Judy 
Bysshe and seconded by Connie Lawrason.

D. CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT
Celeste Weingardt reported that the PSSA have moved the VCCW 
office. There is now no electricity available to the 
typewriter and no access to the codes for the copy machine. 
Celeste met with Susan Lacey to discuss the location of an 
office for the VCCW with access for secretarial and copy 
services from the County to continue.
A formal thank you will be sent to Beverlee McGrath for 
again hosting the VCCW Holiday-Get-Together.

E. FINANCIAL REPORT
The Financial Report was postponed until the January Meeting 
due to Eliza Thomas' absence.

F. HEALTH COMMITTEE
Judy Bysshe reported on a discussion by Susan Hardy to the 
Teen Pregnancy Committee that focused on abuse and incest 
issues. Sixty-five (65%) percent of teen mothers have a 
prior history of sexual abuse. Judy will be mailing 
information from the Teen Pregnancy Committee to all 
Commissioners to disseminate.
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G. EDUCATION/EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE
Aurora De La Selna reported that the planning for the PSSA 
Conference will be held the second Saturday in February.
The Committee is still forming. This Conference will be for 
Oxnard and Camarillo students at the Center Point Mall.
Funds are being raised and there is the possibility of 
busing students to the Conference.

H. LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE

Lois Harrion discussed the direction of this committee and 
requested assistance from committee members.

I. APPOINTMENTS COALITION
The Appointments Coalition will be meeting quarterly, with 
its first meeting in February.

J. PUBLIC RELATIONS
The Public Relations Report was postponed until January due 
to Rosemary Bonrich's absence. The Spring Newsletter was 
discussed by Chair Celeste Weingardt.

K. SALUTE TO WOMEN
L. WOMEN'S HISTORY PROJECT

The committee report for the Women's History will be 
postponed until January due to Virginia Rogalsky's absence.

M. ASSEMBLY OF REPRESENTATIVES
Jeannette Scovill reported on the creation of a master 
calendar for major events and meetings. This possibly will 
be published in the local newspapers and will encourage 
women's advertising. The AAUW is to be invited to the next 
Assembly of Representatives Meeting. The history of the 
Women's History Project will be presented and how to 
nominate candidates.
The meeting will be held Saturday, January 8, 1994 at the 
library in Oxnard. Please refer to the attached letter for 
complete information.

N. MONITOR/LIAISON COMMITTEE
Sandra Cherry reported on the meeting with Senator Newton 
Russell from Glendale on his past voting record.
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0 .  WOMEN'S SHELTERS

J e a n e t t e  S c o v i l l  r e p o r t e d  o n  t h e  N o v e m b e r  t o u r  o f  t h e  
W o m e n 's  S h e l t e r  i n  V e n t u r a .  T h e r e  i s  s t r u c t u r e  t o  t h e  
p r o g r a m ,  a  l e g a l  a d v o c a t e  a n d  c o u n s e l o r  a r e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  
c o u r t  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  a n d  n o  TV o r  v i d e o s  d e p i c t i n g  v i o l e n c e  
a r e  p e r m i t t e d .  T h e  V e n t u r a  S h e l t e r  i s  r u n  b y  t h e  C o a l i t i o n  
a g a i n s t  V i o l e n c e  a n d  t h e  S im i  S h e l t e r  i s  r u n  b y  I n t e r f a c e .
I t  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  t o  p o s s i b l y  t o u r  t h e  S im i  S h e l t e r  i n  t h e  
n e a r  f u t u r e .

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  BATTERERS HOTLINE p h o n e  —  s t a f f e d  b y  m e n . 
T h e  n u m b e r  i s  6 5 6 - 4 8 6 1 .

P .  HOUSING COMMITTEE

J e a n n e t t e  S c o v i l l  r e p o r t e d  o n  t h e  H o u s i n g  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  
C o n f e r e n c e .  I n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n ity  i n  b u i l d i n g  i s  a  
m u s t .  N e x t  y e a r ' s  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  S a i n t  L o u i s .  
T h e r e  a r e  tw o  h u n d r e d  ( 2 0 0 )  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  
r e l o c a t e d  f r o m  t h e  f l o o d s  i n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  t h i s  
y e a r .  J e a n n e t t e  w i l l  s h a r e  t h e  v i d e o  a t  t h e  J a n u a r y  
m e e t i n g .

E s s e n t i a l  S e r v i c e s  f o r  W e s t e r n  V e n t u r a  C o u n ty  —  C a r d s  f o r  
t h e  H o m e le s s  w e r e  p a s s e d  o u t  t o  a l l  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  p r e s e n t .  
T h e s e  c a r d s  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  p h o n e  n u m b e r s  w h e r e  
f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g ,  a n d  s h e l t e r  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  i n  V e n t u r a  
C o u n t y .  T h e r e  i s  s p a c e  t o  a t t a c h  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  f o r  p h o n e  
c a l l s .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c a r d s  w a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  B o n n ie  
W a r r i n g t o n  a n d  t h e  g r a p h i c s  w e r e  d o n e  b y  C e l e s t e  W e i n g a r d t .

A u r o r a  w i l l  c o n t a c t  O x n a r d  o r  V e n t u r a  C o l l e g e  f o r  t h e  
p r i n t i n g .

T h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  r a i s e d  a s  t o  w h a t  w i l l  b e  d o n e  w i t h  t h e s e  
c a r d s  a n d  a l s o  w h a t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  h a v e  t o  b e  m e t  b y  so m e  o f  
t h e  c e n t e r s  s u c h  a s  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  A rm y C e n t e r .

Q . OTHER COMMISSIONS FOR WOMEN

J u d y  B y s s h e  d i s c u s s e d  o t h e r  C o m m is s io n s  w o rk  a n d  a  c o p y  o f  
h e r  " g l e a n i n g s "  w a s  d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g .

I t  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  C o m m is s io n  t a k e  a  p r o a c t i v e  s t a n d  
o n  f e m a l e  g e n i t a l  m u t i l a t i o n .

R . CHILD CARE COMMITTEE

J u n e  S t e f f e y  r e p o r t e d  o n  tw o  r e c e n t  b i l l s  w h i c h  w e r e  e n a c t e d  
i n t o  la w  r e l a t i n g  t o  c h i l d  c a r e .  A s s e m b ly  B i l l  2 0 5 3  
c o n t i n u e s  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  T r u s t l i n e  R e g i s t r y  a n d  e x t e n d s  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  c h i l d  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  t o  a p p l y  t o  t h e
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registry if they are participating in publicly funded 
programs. This expanded funding can protect children who 
receive subsidized child care from providers who have 
criminal histories. Assembly Bill 615 prohibits smoking in 
either a family day care home or a child care facility.

S. NEW HORIZONS
Mary Jones reported on Moorpark College's advisory committee 
"New Horizons." This committee will be exploring ways to 
help economically disadvantaged single parents. The next 
meeting is scheduled for February. Mary is representing the 
VCCW in this position.

T. COMMISSIONER'S COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Celeste Weingardt reported that the VCCW review our co- 
sponsorship with other agencies in January. The annual 
membership in should continue, and a list is to be 
compiled of affiliations to continue lending the name and 
support of the Ventura County Commission for Women and to 
overview their focus.

Happy Holidays!
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


