
Mr. illiam Randolph Hearst, 
137 Riverside Drive, 
New York, • Y. 

I 
Dear r. Hearst,- i 

June 24th, 1930 

Before your telegram came, I rryalized 
the Bill friction in regard to the trees and h~d arra~ed 
fo Mr. MoOlenahan to o un ~nd invosti at the cauae 
of the c ond.i t ion of the trees. Before this re port cam , 
I w~ at Jolon and notla d the oak troes all the way along 
the road were struck with a. blight ss well• a.a those around 
the new buildings at Jolon. Ne:x.t da.y at the Hill I recog­
nized thq t the trees the men wer quarreling over were 
struoa: with the same blight - a reddish mildewish scale 
oonauming ontirely tho leafage, twigs and mall branches, 
eating them up in two or three days after the ir ta pear­
ance of tho trouble . Sinoa then I have heard that the 
trees all over central California are ro~orted ttacked 
in a si tlur way. ~he bli ht strikes trees irreapeotive 
of ,e ~ther, or whethnr watered or not watore , nreferrin~ 
the healthiest trees. 

~he treas on the tea terrace have been 
stricken both with this bl lght and with a fungus root. 
growth. r. :Mcclenahan h•1d 'r. '?.ebb remove tho flowers 
and is outt in ont tho l 1rgo mushroom li e tubers under 
the surface of the ground. 

Thi.a oak root disease ls a com.'!lon Califor­
nia one, and the ~xtra vatering needed for tho pansies, 
etc .. ha been f a o ~blo 0 or it~ de elopment. 

Am buyin?- o~ you the spr yin~ outfit as 
offered in ~~ ~lo~ .d lot t or, RS thiA 11 a vnry reasonable 
prii::o ,- you ·a ,o .rovcd ,u!'chc. . ..; in,, one last win tor but a 
now ono a.t ,.trc :nd _1000 . 00 uee. ed extravagant - and hand 
pumps or, u. ed. The spraying wi : 1 be cl.one rigb t away 
and ! h •J.ve asked Mr . 'lobb not to replant around the tea 
terrao oaks until just before you return so as to give 

• 
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three oaks time to recuperate under more na tural condi­
tions. 

·r. Mc l enahan says nei ther ater t ng no r the 
us of t oo tr ing I "manure" i s to blame :for the oond1t1 ona, 
except t o t he extent th at the flower beds around the trees 
re qui ring much wate r ing keep the roots in a more damp oon­
dition than they are a.ocuetomed to and may JHMo voke inc ip­
i ent root f ungus in t o active growths . 

en' ruly yours , 

enc. 2 




