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the transformation of these austere living spaces into acceptably
comfortable residences by the Japanese evacuees within a few
weeks after their internment.

Having inspected several of the housing buildings I turned
my attention to the row of buildings along the central avenue of
the block. These were evidently the service structures for the 20
residential barracks that flanked the central avenue, ten on each
side.

I had parked the pickup midway down the avenue of buildings.
Leaving it there. I walked along the hard-packed sand street to
to the largest of the service buildings at cne end of the block.
It turned out to be the kitchen and dinningroom. Finding a good
sized screen door, I opened it and stepped into a large rcom full
of bench-attached picnic type tables. The tables were approximate-
ly ter feet in length and and neatly arranged in orderly fashion
throughout the room and there were a lot of them. Enough I esti-
meted tc seat more than 200 and perhaps as many as 300 people at
one seating. It was obvious the tabies were newly constructed of
top grade lumber and thev had been sanced and left unfirished.

The rcom was fragrant with the smell of fresh cut lumber.
There were numerous windows &ll covered with screens, giving the
room lcts ¢f fresh air ard daylight. Without%t a coutt, altho the
rccm was large, it would nct be large encugh to serve all the
people from this blcck breek of housing at one sitting. Each meal
would require two sessions to feed everyone. Because I had been
& wcgident of this summer sun scorched valley for a few years 1
realized the residents-to-ccme of the Center would soon be thank-
full for the fresh air made possible by the numerous screened
windows. Something about the room stirred my memory and a mental
picture of the Y.M.C.A.Mess hall at the Green Mountain summer
camp, where I had been a counselor several summers, reminded me
of the similarity of the two facilities. Same kind of tables with
attached benches -same type of unfinished structure -all the
essentials - adequate but not exactly homelike.

A partition wall at one end of the room with two doorways
and a chest high, counter topped opening about eight feet wide,
seperated the eating section of the building from the food pre-
paration portion. A look into the kitchen revealed a well equip-

ed food cookery section with a battery of restaurant sized re-

frigerators,a row of commercial sized ranges, dishwashing sinks,

and shelves stacked with dishes and various tabée ware.



