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A r t h u r  B t n e t  

P a s e o  d e  L A  C A S T E L L A N .  19

C A B L E  ADDRESS S T A P L E Y  

M A D R I D

June 2nd, 
1 9  3 0

Miss Julia Morgan,
Merchants Exchange,
San Francisco,

Dear Miss Morgan;

Your le t te r  of May 20th 
inquiring about a pair of Sevil l ian t i l e  
ceilings purchased by Mr.Hearst in 1926 has 
just come to hand. I have looked over my 
records carefully and think I have found the 
examples. At that time Mr.Hearst was look­
ing for a large ce i l ing  to cover a Gothic 
Room (27 x 70 feet ) and I found these two 
twin rooms in a house in Sev i l le  and combined 
them making a ce i l ing  2 2 -6" x 65*- 0 " I en­
close herewith a rough sketch giving the size 
and general disposition of the beams.

Unfortunately I can find no 
record of how the crates were marked. Ceilings 
of this type, purchased in southern Spain, 
were generally sent by "bundling"the beams 
together and holding them with cross pieces 
and lag-screws. The t i l e s  would be in small 
barrels.

To-day we send most ceilings 
packed in l i f t -vans ; this arrangement is  better 
as the ceilings are more carefully packed and 
there is less danger of losing small pieces. 
Furthermore, to fa c i l i t a t e  identif ication , I am 
painting a l l  the l i f t  vans of this year (since 
I returned from America in any event) bright 
blue; in addition they w i l l  have a number which 
w i l l  record the contents. Next year I w i l l  pick 
out some other conspicuous color.

For these shipments direct to 
California should photographs be sent to Nelsen 
in New York along with copies of the bills?

Leaving to-night to consummate 
the purchase of the c lo is ter  and vaulting of 
Alcantara.

With bejfrtr-Milshes fr
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Madrid Juno 2, 1930

Mi 3 3 Julia Mo rgan, 
Merchants Exchange,
San Francisco, California

Dear Miss Morgan;

Your le t te r  of May 20th inquiring about 
a pair of Sevil l ian t i l e  ceil ings purchased by Mr. Hearst 
in 1926 has just come to hand. I have looked over my 
records carefully and think I have found the examples.
At that time Mr. Hearst was looking for a large ceiMng 
to cover a Gothic Hoorn (27 x 70 fee t )  and I found these 
two twin rooms in a house in Seville and combined thpm 
making a ce i l ing  2 2*-6” x 65*-0” I enclose herewith a 
rough sketch giving the size and general disposition of 
the beams.

Unfortunately I  can find no record o f how the 
crates were marked. Ceilings of this type, purchased in 
southern Spain, were generally sent by '’bundling” the beams 
together and holding them with ci*oss pieces and lag~screwrs. 
The t i le s  would be in small barrels.

To-day we send most ceilings packed in l i f t -  
vans; this arrangement is better as the ceil ings are more 
carefu lly  packed and there is  less danger of losing small 
pieces. Furthermore, to fa c i l i ta te  identif ication, I am 
painting a l l  the l i f t  vans op this year (since I returned 
from America in any event) bright blue; in addition they 
w i l l  have a number which w i l l  record the contents. Next 
year I pick out some other conspicuous color.

For these shipments direct to California 
should photographs be sent to Nelson in New York along 
with copies of the b i l ls ?

Leaving tonight to consummate the purchase 
o f  the c lo is te r  and vaulting of Alcantara.

iVith best wishes from both,

(Signed) Arthur Byne

♦



M E D IE V A L S P A N I S H  A R T R E N A IS S A N C E

ARTHUR BYNE
PASEO DE LA  C ASTE LLAN A  19

Cable Address M A D R I D June 9 t h

STAPLEY-M ADRID 1 9  3 0

Miss Julia Morgan, 
Merchants Exchange, 
San Francisco

Dear Miss Morgan;

Enclosed herewith please find 
the text of the Gothic inscription in Spanish of 
the Castle of Benavente. I t  w i l l  be quite a job 
to disentangle and I am not so sure that i t  is 
complete. I nave also sent an English translation.
I t  is interesting Ho think that in this same chapel 
there stood an altar to San Luis Obispo!

Also I enclose herewith a complete 
view of the recently purchased ce il ing  from Barbastro. 
The photographs sent heretofore were of details only. 
Later we had a chance to set up the ce il ing complete 
and of course I had a photograph made immediately.

W9 are working hard at Alcantara 
now. In a day or so the big wooden ce il ing over the 
Refectory w i l l  be down and then we shall arrange 
for i ts  transportation to Madrid and subsequent 
boxing.

With kindest regards, believe me,

Sincerely,



ihscriptioh ommma tes chapul
OF THE CASTLH OF BSNAVEOTB 

Spanish (as lottered)

Esta oao il la  es del onrado oavallero; de: Almazan: 
Alcaide de la: forta leza: de: Atienza: y de la
Señora Dona Elvira de Morales la  cual mandaron 
facer o se hizo e l  ano de M e CCCC e XX7 anos.
E aqui so pusieron las armas de sus linajes las 
de Sotomayor las de la  señora de Morales. Alavado 
litro. Señor Jesús Ohristo (Jhu Xpo} por siempre Amen.

English (translation)

This chapel belongs to the honored cavalier of 
Almazan, warden o f Yhe fortress of Atienza, and 
to his wife the señora Dona Elvira do Morales who 
ordered to construct the same and i t  was constructed 
the year One Thousand and Four Hundred and Twenty 
Five years. And hero have been put the arris of 
their families, being those of the house of Sotomayor 
the arms of the Señora da Morales. Praised be our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.

In the same chapel stood an altar 
to San Luis Obispo (de Toulouse)

Hote; the Fortress of Atienza 
referred to was the primitive 
name o f Benavente.
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SPANISH ART 

ARTHUR BYNE

MADRID June 9 1930

Miss °u lia  Morgan 
Merchants Exchange 
San Francisco

Dear Miss Morgan:

Enclosed herewith please find the text 
of the Gothic inscription in Spanish of the Castle of 
Benavente. I t  w i l l  be quite a job to disentangle and 
I am not so sure that i t  is  complete. I have also 
sent an English translation. I t  is interesting to 
think that in this same chapel there stood an altar to 
San Luis Obispol

Also I enclose herewith a complete view 
of the recently purchased ce il ing  from Barbastro. The 
photographs sent heretofore were of details only. Later 
we had a chance to set up the ceil ing complete and of 
course I had a photograph made immediately.

We are working hard at Alcantara now. In 
a day or so the big wooden ce i l ing  over the Refectory 
w i l l  be down and then we shall arrange for i ts  trans­
portation to Madrid and subsequent boxing.

With kindest regards, believe me,

Sincerely,

(Signed) ARTHUR BYNE



IITSCRIPTION CROWNIHGr THE CHAPEL 
OP THB O ASTEE OP BSHAVMTE

Spanish (as lettered )

Bsta capil la  es del onrado cavallero; de: Almazan: 
Alcaide de la: forta leza: de: Atienza: y de la 
Señora Dona Elvira de Morales la  cual mandaron 
facer e se hizo e l  ano de M e OGOO e XXV ano3.
E aqui se pusieron las armas de sus linajes las 
de Sotomayor las de la señora de Morales, Alavado 
Htro. Señor Jesús Christo (jhu Xpo) por siempre Amen.

English (translation)

This chapel belongs to the honored cavalier of 
Almazan, warden of the fortress of Atienza, and 
to his wife the señora Dona Elvira de Morales who 
ordered to construct the same and i t  was constructed 
the year One Thousand and Pour Hundred and Twenty 
Pive years. And here have been put the arms of 
their families, being those of the house of Sotomayor 
the arms of the Señora de Morales. Praised be our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.

In the same chapel stood an' altar 
to San Luis Obispo (de Toulouse)

Fote; the Portress of Atienza 
referred to was the primitive 
name of Benavente.



( OOFY)

SPANISH ART 

ARTHUR BYNE

MADRID June 9 1930

Miss ^ulia Morgan 
Merchants Exchange 
San Francisco

Dear Mi s Morgan:

Enclosed herewith please find the text 
of the Gothic inscription in Spanish of the Castle of 
Benavente. It w ill be quite a job to disentangle and
I am not so sure that it is complete. I have also 
sent an English translation. It is interesting to 
think that in this same chapel there stood an altar to
San Luis Obispo!

Also I enclose herewith a complete view 
of the recently purchased ceiling from Barbastro. The 
photographs sent heretofore were of details only. Later 
we had a chance to i et up the ceiling complete and of
course I had a photograph made immediately.

We are working hard at Alcantara now. In 
a day or so the big wooden ceiling over the Refectory 
w ill be down and then we shall arrange for its trans­
portation to Madrid and subsequent boxing.

With kindest regards, believe me,

Sineerely,

( Signed) ARTHUR BYNE



M E D IE V A L R E N A IS S A N C E

Cable Address 
STAPLEY-M ADRID

S P A N I S H  A R T
ARTHUR BYNE

PASEO DE LA  CASTELLANA. 19 

M  A  L) R  I  I )
J une 9th 

1 9  3 0

INSCRIPTION CROOING THE CHAPEL 
OF THE CASTLE OF BENAVENTE

Spanish (as lettered;
Esta capil la  es del onrado cavallero; de; Almazan; 
Alcaide de la; fortaleza: de: Atienza: y de la 
Señora Doña Elvira do Torales la cual mandaron 
facer 9 se hizo el año de V o CCCC e XXV años.
E aqui se pusieron las armas de sus linajes las 
de Sotomayor las de la señora de Torales. Alavado 
Ntro. aefíor Jesús Christo (Jhu Xpo) por siempre Amen.

English ( t rane1ati on)

Dais chapel belongs to tae honored cava l ie r  of 
Almazan, warden of the fortress  o f Atienza, and 
bo nis w ife  the s-ehora Doha E lv ira  de :orales who 
ordered to construct the same and i t  was constructed 
trie year Erie Thousand and Four Hundred and Twenty 
Five years. And here have been out the arms of
the ir  fam il ies , being those o f the house of Sotomayor 
the arms o f the Sonora de o ra le s. Praised be our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Amen

in the same chapel stood an a ltar 
to San Luis Obispo (de Toulouse;

Note; the Fortress of Atienza 
referred to was the primitive 
name of Benavente



M E D IE V A L S P A N I S H  A R T R E N A IS S A N C E

Cable Address 
S T A P L E Y M A D R ID

ARTHUR BYNE
PASEO DE LA  C A S T E LLA N A  19 

M A D R I D June 9th, 
1 9  3 0

«' 111 i  an a  and o l p h  ri oar s t , eb q .
» jOl t ngeles , Ca Lifern 1 e.

Dear r 'T  *3 V*• I  ^  '..A- X st ;

enclosed herewith you w i l l  find a 
photograph of Lho ud9] ar co i l in g ,  design; ted as 
TOLEDO, wnieh was include.! in a set of ce i l in gs  
submitted to you las t  year. lac.re «as considerable 
delay in reaching a decision on tasse ce i l ings  i rm- 
i nating in a cablo in tne negative. L'nls a r t i c ­
ular example was tnon gold to ^aewi of Venice. ,t 

is? Vorgan's request ‘i have tried, to secure a price
he evades a d e f in i t e  reply sayi ng
being con sidereo by someon#3 ( ta is
i sent to iss ..organ;.

then ta is c e l i i  ng wae boughtj 1 saw
Avne type , in fact exactly the sa

but i t  was la rger  aid in the living, portion of the 
palace. the price asked for this at t i e  time seeded 
too exagger a ted to submit to you. ôw, however trie
exchange is  more favorable and I think i t  could be
procured at a more reasonable figure.

The one submitted a year ago measured 
only 9 x 17 feet and was priced at £-5*250. This on© 
under consideration now measures 16 x ?4 feet and the 
best price I can o f fe r  i t  at is £8,500. i have put 
this price as low as possible rea liz ing that you were 
disappointed over tne loss of the other (though tne 
fault was not mine). This is a unique ce i l ing  of 
the best period of ce i l ing  making in foiedo.

The cable reference w i l l  be the same as 
before TOLEDOCEIL

best wishes,
Awaiting your reply believe me with



M E D IE V A L

Cable Address 
STAPLEY- M AD RID

S P A N I S H  A R T
ARTHUR BYNE

PASEO DE LA  C A S T E LLA N A  19 

M A D R I D

R E N A IS S A N C E

June 12th 
19  3 0

William Randolph Hearst, Lsq. C
137 Riverside Drive, $ Miss Morgan
New York City JP

Y

Dear Mr.Hearst;

As your recent cables are marked 
New York I am addressing this l e t t e r  to your 
Eastern residence.

Enclosed please find a very inade­
quate photograph of a great carved wooden pendant, 
heavily gilded. Of these there are ffeur (4 ) ,  a l l  
exactly alike, each measuring Six feet in diameter. 
The quality of the gold lea f  is so heavy and lus­
trous tnat the pendants give the impression of 
beaten metal.

Originally these cam© from a great 
stone ce il ing in Cuenca, forming the principal 
motifs, and made of wood instead of stone so as to 
reduce the weight. They might be used in the manner 
to-day, in conjunction with either a wooden or 
stone ceil ing.

They were secured under favorable con­
ditions for which reason I can o f fe r  them cheap, 
the four £2,500 Cable reference GOLD PENDANTS

Please don't f a i l  me on the f i r s t  of 
the month as I am putting a l l  your purchases in 
motion and a great deal of money is  involved.

With kindest regards, believe me,



M E D IE V A L R E N A I S S A N C E

Cable Address 
S T A P L E Y M A D R ID

S P A N I S H  A R T
ARTHUR BYNE

PASEO DE LA C A S TE LLA N A  19 

M  A I )  R I O

William Randolph Hearst, Esq. 
137 Riverside Drive,
New York City

June 12th
1 9  3 0

v

Dear Jr.Hearst;

Enclosed herewith I am sending 

a batch of photographs of pieces of furniture 

I thought my interest you. On the back of each 

photograph is clearly indicated the period of 

the piece, i t s  dimensions, i ts  price in dollars, 

and the reference number, i have many other 

pieces of lesser importance and some of greater 

and when I have a l i t t l e  more time to have the 

photographs taken I ¥¿111 send them on to you.

I w i l l  hold a l l  these objects until 

I hear from you though I would appreciate i t  i f  

you could kdvise me of your decisions in a reasonable 

time. I am sending copies of the photographs to 

Miss Morgan also.

Thanking you for your consideration,

! Very sincerely,


