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Ron Warren is a Bakersfield native and comes from an agricultural family. He graduated from CSUB with a BA in English, and went on to receive an MA in Linguistics with Distinction at California State University Fresno in 2014 after completing his thesis, which is an acoustic analysis of the Advanced Tongue Root feature in Karajá, 
an understudied indigenous language of Brazil. His                                 

research interests include the study of linguistic sound systems, language and culture, and the linguistic documentation of understudied languages. Mr. Warren is also a member of the board of directors of The Empty Space theatre, and performs improvisational comedy with Major League Improv. 
About Tonight’s Lecture

One of the most important qualities that sets human beings apart from other creatures is our use of language, but even though language unites us as a species, there is still remarkable variation between languages, societies, and even within individual speakers. This lecture introduces some of the ways that theoretical linguists study linguistic variation, and why it’s so important to ask questions about how we use language. This talk will discuss how some linguists investigate the way our identities help shape the way we speak, along with original research about how age, status, culture, gender, and sexuality can each influence the way we sound, including an exploration of how these factors contribute to the way we use English in Bakersfield and the wider central valley. 
