About Lectures in Language & Linguistics 

The Lectures in Language and Linguistics series aims to bring a California-based linguist and/or language expert to CSUB’s campus every quarter to speak on a given topic and to meet with students and faculty. The lecture series is intended to further the development of linguistics studies here at CSUB as it will serve as a forum for linguists to report on their published works or on-going research in all areas of linguistics, including sociolinguistics (e.g., language contact, language and gender, varieties of English, language change), psycholinguistics, historical/comparative linguistics, second language acquisition/ English as a Second Language, or language and computers (e.g., artificial intelligence). For more information about the series, please contact Dr. Sophia Adjaye at (661) 654-2362 or sadjaye@csub.edu. 

The Lectures in Language and Linguistics series is sponsored by the Walter Stiern Library, Associated Students, inc. (ASi.), the Department of English, and Sigma Tau Delta, the International English Honors Society. 

About Tonight’s Lecture
This talk will explore Mesoamerica, one of the most diverse and interesting cultural and linguistic areas of the world. It will start with a general introduction to Mesoamerica and the languages spoken currently and historically and move on to discuss Mesoamerica as a linguistic area, using examples from both Modern and Colonial Zapotec languages. In particular, it will examine a number of the main features associated with Mesoamerica as a linguistic area, including the vigesimal (base 20) number system, the use of body part terms as prepositions and relational nouns, alienable/inalienable possession, and verb initial syntax. It will also talk about the endangered status of these languages and discuss various language revitalization projects underway both here in California and in the more traditional Mesoamerican homeland.

About Tonight’s Speaker 


Dr. Aaron Huey Sonnenschein has worked for over ten years documenting the endangered Otomanguean language, San Bartolomé Zoogocho Zapotec which is spoken in San Bartolomé Zoogocho, Oaxaca, Mexico . He is currently working on a revitalization program. While dedicated to his primary passion, the documentation and revitalization of endangered languages (especially the languages of Oaxaca), Dr. Sonnenschein has also conducted original research into the search for linguistic universals, the underlying reasons for such universals, and comparative Otomanguean and Mesoamerican linguistics. He completed his dissertation, ‘A Descriptive Grammar of San Bartolomé Zoogocho Zapotec’, at the University of Southern California in 2004 which was subsequently published in 2005.

In the past few years, he has worked with an interdisciplinary research group of historians and linguists at UCLA who translate Colonial Valley Zapotec texts into English. Their research broadens our knowledge of both the history of colonial Oaxaca and the Zapotec language as it was spoken during this era.  Recently he has incorporated service learning into his undergraduate linguistics teaching, and is increasingly interested in the pedagogical effects and advantages service learning can have on undergraduate linguistics and education programs. 

